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SCRIPTURE CHARACTER'S. 


JESUS CHRIST. 

SECT. JJ. 

deh-vered the parable of the marriage fenjl—replied 
to the Pbari/ees and IlerodianSt on the payment of tri¬ 
bute—confounded the Sadd/tcees, by proving the refur- 
reblion—anfwered a Scribe, refpeSling the frfi and great 
commandment—bailed the Pharijees, by propcfing a 
quejiim about the Mejfiah—avamed bis difiples againfi 
th% Scribes and Pbarfees, whom he reproved and con¬ 
demned in the moft awful language. 

"Whh. E is the mfe? where is the Scribe ? where 
is the dilputer of this world * ?” Such were the oppo¬ 
nents of our Lordj and in their proud and malicious 
contentions with him they were completely vanquiflicd 
and confounded. Towards the clofe of his life, efpe- 
cially, they alTailed him with all their fubclecy, in order 
to enfnare him \ but their bcit-concertcd plans were 
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baffled. We know alfo, tiTat all his adverrarles, who 
object to his Gofpel, though they may be thought 
to polTefs an uncommon degree of fagaciiy and learn¬ 
ing, lhall finally be convi(fted of the grofleft folly, 
be filenced and overcorae. • “ All that arc incenfed 
a»iunft him fliall be afiiamcd*.” 

Part of his audience had withdrawn, be¬ 
ing enraged by his faithfld admonitions j 
but he proceeded to inftruft the refl; by a very in- 
terefiing parable j*. In language fomething fimilar to 
what he had ufod on a former occafion he repre- 
fented clrc great blefilngs of the Gofpel under the dc- 
feription of a feaft. Plenteous provifions, and fi.ich 
as are moft exquifite in their nature, are here exhibit¬ 
ed. They arc fufficicnc for tlic fupply of every gueft, 
and capable of yielding incxprcfllble deligirt. This 
is more tlian a common cnccrfliinmcnt: it is a royal 
banquet what the King of heaven has prepared for 
the accommodation of liis creatures upon earth. It 
is, alfo, defigned for the ceklwation of a marriage, 
the union of his own Son with the Church: for Jefus 
is the Bridegroom of his people, having cfpoufed them 
to himfclf. What extenfive a/6 imparalleied grace 
does this difplay! 

A numerous company had been 3 efired to give 
their attendance; but at the proper feafon, when re¬ 
minded of their fovereign’s c.xpectations, they refufed 
to obey his fummons. Yet fuch was his condefeen- 
fion, that after this infult he renewed the invitation, 
and fent one meflage upon another, afluring them 
* Ifa. xlr, 24, f Malt. xxll. i —14. t Se£t. 26. 

that 



JESUS CHRIST. ^ 

that his table was richly fumifhcd for their reception, 
and requefting their prefence without delay. Even 
then his kindnefs was rejefted with difdain, being con- 
fidered as a matter not worth regarding: for “ they 
made liglit of it,” and turned their attention to their 
common occupations. * Is this a natural defeription? 
Are men, in genera], b*ickward to partake of a fump- 
tuous entertainment? Do they Ihun the opportunity of 
gratifying their fenfual appetites ? No: biJt the fcaft, 
here exhibited, is fjMritual: and the contempt, with* 
which its blefTings are ufiially refufed, is a dccifive 
proof of our extreme depravity: there is fcarcely any 
thing in life, which is not preferred to grace and 
falvation. 

The parable further declares that the fervanrs, 
who carried their lord's meflages, were treated with 
fcorn and violence * and that fome of them fuffered 
death. This was, exafUy, what the holy prophets and 
Apoftles met with from the Jewifh nation. Jefus, 
tli*refore, held up w his hearers a true piftiire of the 
perfccuting fpirit, by which both they and their fathers 
v.'ere diftinguifhed. And, while he reprefented the 
king as utterly deft^ying his murderous fubjeds, and 
reducing their city to aflies, he virtually predifted the 
divine judgments coming upon them, for their rejeiftion 
of the Gofpel. Their fall, however, has contributed 
to the exaltation of othera: we '* have obtained mercy 
through their unbelief*.” 

The invitation to the marriage was enlarged. The 
fbvereign, determined that his preparations Ihould not 

^ Roni4 XU 30 » 



4 


SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


be ineffcftual, called in the ftrangers and miferablc 
outcafts upon the highways, till tlie feaft was furnifti- 
ed with guefts. Thus the Lord God has fenc the 
glad tidings of falvation to finners of the Gentiles, 
even to thofe, who through i^ieir ignorance and pro- 
fancnefs feem at tlie greatcft dlllance, and in a ilate 
the moft deplorably wretched. ^ I'he minifters of the 
Gofpcl are now commiffioned to “ bid to the marri¬ 
age, as many as they lhall find.” Whatever, then, 
may have been your character or condition, we entreat 
your attendance, and alTurc you, that the Lord will 
gracioufiy receive you. O refule not, as others have 
done to their perdition! 

But if you accept the invitation, yon muft comply 
wicli the rules prcfcribcd, and be properly habited, 
while you fit down to this entertainment: for a wed¬ 
ding garment” is provided for the guells. God him- 
fclf propofes to “ cover you with the robe of righte- 
oufnefs,” which will render you beautiful in his fight: 
you cannot, indeed, Hand in his prcfcncc without it. Lie 
will minutely furvey the perfons, who profefs a rcadinels 
to partake of his feaft. Let all the outward members 
of his Church attentively confideg^that ferutiny, which 
He makes. One is reprelented as fingled out from the 
rell, being deftitute of the veftment required on the 
occafion, and commanded by the Lord of the aflembly. 
He was called forth and examined concerning his pre- 
tenfions to be admitted to that high banquet, and, hav¬ 
ing nothing to urge in his own defence, was caft out 
with extreme dilgrace. The all-piercing eye of God 
will deleft every hypocrite, who may be numbered 

among 
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aihong his people. It is not enough to join the af- 
femblies of the faints: have we “ put on Chrift ?” If 
we are unwilling to appear in his righteoiifnefs, and 
prefume upon our own worthinefs, we cannot be 
acceptable guefts: noj* cv\ we efcape conviction. 
*' How cameft thou irf hither is a queftion, which 
will confound thoufand^, who feemed to pay a relpcft 
to the Golpel. What, then, is our habit ? Are 
we clothed with the garment of falvStion ?” If 
otherwife, an awful condemnation awaits us: we 
miift be excluded from God and happinefs, and 
configned to a place of endlefs and inexpreflible 
torment, anguifh, and defpair. Ah! what “ fearch- 
ings of lieart” become us, fincc lew, in comparifon, 
obtain the efficacious influence of that grace, which Is 
tendered to them in tlic Golpel I 

Thefe folemn adhionitions of Jefus did not conci¬ 
liate, but rather the more exafperate, his enemies. 
Yet tliey were afiaid to rake away his liie by force, 
and, therefore, by various fehemes endeavoured to 
find fome plaufiblc pretext for doing it. Accord¬ 
ingly, they propofed fubtle queftions, merely that 
they might draw tVoni him foch anfwers, as would 
furnilh them with a heavy charge againfl: him. The 
Pharifees left him, and, having confulted together on 
the belt metliod of effecting their defign, joined 
the Herodians, in laying a fndre for him *. Thele 
men v/cre of different parties and principles, and yet 
they could agree in the fame diabolical purpol'e. 
They came with fair, but feigned, profeflions of re- 

• Matt. xxii. -22. Mark xii. 13—17. Lukexx. ao—26. 
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gard, and requeued our Lord’s decifion, as to the 
lawfulnefs of paying tribute to Cefar, the Roman 
Emperor. Probably, they were confident of involv¬ 
ing him in a very fcrious difficulty: if he had dif- 
fuadeJ them from flibmitfing to the tax, they might 
have accufcd him as an enemy to the government, 
or, if he had commanded it, they might have in- 
cenfed die people agaiiift him, as hoftile to their 
liberties. • 

But how vain are all human devices, in oppofition 
to God! Jcius perceived their malevolent intentions, 
and ftiarply reproved tlicir hypocrify. He replied 
witli peculiar wifdom, fo as to make them judge and 
condemn tiicmfelvcs in their own caufe. They were 
forced to confels tlicir fubjeefiion to Cefar, fo long 
as they received the current coin, which was ftamped 
with that Emperor’s image. He inferred therefore, 
without entering into political debates, that they 
fhould “ render to Cefar the things which were 
Cefar’s.” A conclufion undeniably juft: and equally 
juft was the caution, which he lubjoined, that God alfo 
lias demands upon us, which ought, at leaft, to be as 
much regarded and complied with, as thofe of our 
earthly governors. They were aftonilhed at the pru¬ 
dence and propriety of diis anfwer, and obliged for 
tliat time to abandon their purpofe. 

Lee us, then, attend to our Lord’s decifion, and 
feiioufly confidcr what we owe both to God and the 
king. Thefe duties arc not incompatible with each 
other: we cannot plead, that we truly “ fear God,” 
if we do not “ hqnour the king.” Are wc giving 

7 him 
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him t/iac reverence and iupport, which are due to his 
ftarion and authority ? Do we utter contemptuous 
Ipcechcs againft the maglftrate? Do wc liften with plea- 
fure to the debates of fedition ? Do we ftudy fraudu¬ 
lent methods of evading the taxes, which are impofed, 
or pay them with a pefivilli difeontent ? Surely, fuch a 
conduft is as repugnant as dilgraccful to the profeflion 
of religion. But, though we have maintained our 
loyalty and fubmiflion to the reigning perwers, have 
we not neglected the God of hcavtn ? Has He no 
rights, no claims upon us ? Or, fhall we prefume, that 
he v/ill not aflert them? “Will a man rob God?” 
Would not the attempt imply confiimmate ignorance, 
pride, and fool-hardinefs ? Yet we all have done it. 
We have not admired his perfections, honoured his 
government, obeyed his law, or believed in his Gofpel, 
as we ought. Wc have not rendered all proper reve¬ 
rence and attention to his name, his fabbaths, his houfe, 
or minillers. " Enter not into judgment wi.h thy 
feivants, O Lord!” • 

On the fame day, a difftrent fet of men attacked 
the Saviour *. The Sadducecs, who denied a future 
ftate, came and ftarted a difficulty againft the refurrec- 
tion of the body, which they ridiculed. They urged, 
that feven brethren, having been married in fticcefiion 
to the lame woman, could not all claim her as their 
wife in the world to come. But Jefus declared, that 
their opinions evinced an ignorance of the fciiptures, 
and of the mighty power of Godj fince that power 
can eafily reftorc life to the dead, however improbable 

* Mau.xxu. 33. Markxii. i8>-27. Lulre xx. 

64 the 
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the event may feem, and the fcripturcs exprefsly aflert, 
that they fhall rife. He ai^ecl, that all the diftinc- 
tions and relations, which fubfift among us on earth, 
will have no plac^ hereafter. There may be a know¬ 
ledge of thofc, to whom we ^re now clofely united; 
but all thofe partial attachments.and connexions, which 
bind us to one another, wll then be done away, as in- 
conftftent with the perfeXion of the heavenly ftate. 
Their obji'Xion, therefore, fell to the ground. He 
fliewcd alfo, even from the books of Mofes, which 
they profeiltd to receive, that Jehovah had evident¬ 
ly given iiulmations of a future ftate, by calling 
himl'df the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, long 
after tliofe patriarchs were deccafed: we may thence 
conclude, tliat departed faints are not perifhed: 
but that, as God is their God, their fpirits are now 
with him, and their duft fhall awake again, to live 
in his prefence for ever. Thus they were com¬ 
pletely vanquilhed, and dared not to renew tlieir 
attack. 

• 9 * 

Do not modern ftee-thinkers, like the ancieiit 
Sadducecs, betray their ignorance and perverfenefs by 
the ditficukics which they ftart o:|^the fubjeX of reli¬ 
gion? We would, therefore, addrefs them in the 
words of Jefus, “ Ye do err, not knowing the ferip- 
tures, nor the power of God.” We entreat you to 
relinquifh your fpccUlatlons, which will certainly turn 
to your confufion. To be pofiefled of a captious dif- 
poficion and a fondnefs for difputc, is accounted, in 
the ellimate of realon, no mark of wifdom or humi¬ 
lity. It is cafy to propofe, what the moft intelligent 

cannot 
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cannot refolvCj and to perplex, wliat human ingenuity 
cannot unravel. Sucli cavilling may furnilh amufe- 
ment to your fancy, and adulation to your pride. 
But, while you rtfufe to hear the finsple declarations 
of God’s word, and oppol^to jhem your own arrogant 
decifions, you exalt yourfolves above your Maker, and 
(fuch will ever be the doom of the proud deceiver) 
you will perifh in your vain imaginations. 

But, though the Sadducecs declined the concert with 
Jcfus, the Pharifecs ftill renewed it, as if they were con¬ 
fident of fucceeding better*. One of their learned 
doctors came forward with a queftion, intending to try 
his knowledge of divine revelation. It feems to have 
been difputed among them, which was the moft im¬ 
portant and necefliiry precept: feme preferred cere¬ 
monies, and others facrifices, while the generality paid 
little regard to that excenfive holinefs, which is indif- 
penfably required. Upon this point, therefore, tlie 
Scribe appealed to Jefus, and obtained a decifive an- 
fwer.. The Saviour difeovered at once a complete 
imderftanding of the facred law in its full import, while 
he declared, that its grand demand is love j love the 
moft ardent, of which^we are capable, to the one fu- 

, and love for the whole human fpecies, 
as fincere as that which we feel for ourfelves. The 
Jewilh doctor perceived and acknowledged the excel¬ 
lence of this reply, and joined in aflerting, that the 
principle of obedience, which our Lord laid down, was 
far more valuable and acceptable to God, than all 
ceremonial obfervances or expenfive facrifices. It ap- 


preme Jehovali 


* Matt. xxii. 3 •: &c. Mark xii. aS—37. Luke xx. 41—44. 
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pcared, then, that the Scribe, though he had come 
with an improper temper, poflefied more confirtent 
femiments of divine trudi, than were ufualiy found 
among the Phai,ifecs, and fuch as tended to lead liim 
to an unfeigned acceptanof of the Gofpel. On ti.is 
ground, Jefus commended the folidity of his judgment, 
and confidcred him as promifmg fair for the king- 
dora of God. What the event was, w'e arc not 
told. 

The fubjeft, here propoled, is highly interefting: 
have we attended to it? Do we undcrltand, wiml is 
of main importance in religion ? Are we await o( the 
extenfive and fpiritual nature of God’s mural lav. ? 
Do we approve and admire its precepts, as “ hv .y, an.d 
juft, and good?” Do we live under the iiifiuei-cc of 
that facred principle of love, which is required in 
preference to every thing btTides, and without which 
nothing can be plcafing to God ? It is, indeed, the 
fum and fubftance of all thofe duties, which the infpir- 
cd writers have inculcated, and is properly called 
<* the fulfilling of the law*.” Every tranrgrelTjon 
ihews a defeft of this difpofition; for, if it maintained 
an entire and conftant aIccndaOcy, it would certainly 
lead to the full perfection of obedience. But our 
failure is continual, and of lamentable, obliquity. Our 
dcfires and afFetftions, if examined by this teft, will 
every day conviCl us of guilt. We come far Ihort of 
that regard, which we owe both to God and man j 
and nothing which we can poflibly plead, will com- 
penfate die want of it. 
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The Pharifees ftill furrounded our Lord, and pro¬ 
bably meditated a frefh attack. But he, the more 
completely to baffle and confound them, propofed a 
queftion, and called upon them to d«clare their opi¬ 
nion of the extraction of Mefflah, whom they profelf- 
cd to look for. He ftaitcd a difficulty from their 
own feriptures, which thej^ could not refolve. They 
were agreed, that the Chrift, the promifed Saviour, 
muft be “ the Son of David}” and they could not 
deny, that David, under the influence of the Holy 
Ghoft, fpeaks of him as his Lord *. When urged, 
therefore, to explain, in what fenfe he could be the 
Son, and yet the Lord, of David, they could not re¬ 
ply. 'I'hey felt themfdves overpowered, and rciin- 
quifhed their vain difputations, though they ftill re¬ 
tained all dicir malevolence. 

To us, alfo, the inquiry may be addrefil'd, and an 
important one it is, “ What think ye of Chrift?” 
Have you formed confiftent and fcriptural fentiments 
of hi% perfon and defceot ? Or, how do you remove 
the difficnlty, as it is here ftated ? If it be admitted, 
that Chrift is very God, as well as very man, the 
feeming abfurdity and contradiction is done away. In 
his human nature, he is ** die Son of David, accord- 
ing to the flelh ■” but, by a divine nature only, he is 
" David’s Lord.” Thus he ftylcs himfelf " The 
root and the offspring of David f.” But if we re- 
prefcnc him as no more dian a creature like ourfelves, 
and as having no higher original dran eardily parents, 
the whole is ftrange and incongruous. The queftion 

.• Pfalm cw I. f Rer. xxii, i6. 
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will ftill recur, and cannot be anfwered, “ How doth 
David in Spirit call him Lord?" If we abide by the 
plain and exprefs declarations of the Bible, wc (hall 
readily allow, .that Jefus is Immanuel," “ God 
manifcfted in the flell>:”‘no other doitiine will re¬ 
concile tlic various paflages, whicli relate to him. 
And this important pofition being eftabliflied, we may 
rejoice and triumpli, as it lays a fccure and immovable 
foundation for our hope towards God. 

Jefus continued through the day to teach, admo- 
nifh, and reprove, Addreffing himfclf to liis dif- 
ciplcs, in the audience of all the people, he folemnly 
warned them to beware of the pride and hypocrify of 
the Scribes and Plurifces, whom he feverely con¬ 
demned. The fcntcnce and the language were fimilar 
to thofe on a former occafion, of awful and imprclTive 
import*: “As far as they'fpeak to you in God’s 
name, and agreeably to his word, they demand your 
refpeft and obedience. But their condudl is inconfift- 
ent with their own inftruftioiB: be therefore aLaid of 
being mifled by their pernicious examples. They af- 
fume an appearance of great fanftity, and fcrupuloully 
pradtife many religious ceremonies; but they adt, 
throughout, from the baled principles tlteir only aim 
is to gain the notice and applaufe of men. Their of- 
tentation and vain-glory are detedable, while they af. 
fedt fuch diftindliOns and tides, as lead the people to 
compliment their piety and learning. But you, my 
difciples, mud be far different, not taking to yourfclvcs 

• Matt, xxiii. i, See, Mark xii. 3S—-4c. LuLc xx. 4;, &c. 

See Se£l. 24. 

any 
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any ftaie, or courting appellations of honour and pre¬ 
cedency. You muft live as brethren, who have but 
one P'ather and one Mailer, and be willing to fubmit 
to the meaneft office, exhibiting a pattern of lowHnefs 
and felf-abalcmenc. Such*a fcmpcr is indifpenfably 
rcquifite, fince God will confound the man, who lhall 
dare to exalt himfelfi and He will favour none but 
the humble.” 

Have we, tlien, attended to the exhortatioir, which 
equally concerns all the followers of Jefus ? Do we 
polTefs that meeknefs of fpirit, lb elfencial to the 
Chrillian chara^ler ? Are there no proud contentions 
among us for fuperiority of rank ?• And do we cheer¬ 
fully condefeend and ftoop to our inferiors, for their 
benefit ? Or again, wliile we pay a due refped to thofe 
in higher life, do we reverence God and our confei- 
ence above all ? Do we remember, as we ought, that 
we are accountable, not to men, but to God, who 
** fcarcheth the heart,” and drat “ one is our Mailer, 
even Clmft ?” 

When Jefus had delivered thefe cautions, he turned 
himfclf to the Scribes and Pharifees, who Hill, proba¬ 
bly, expelled to find fome ground of accufation againll 
him. He then addrefled them with peculiar majelty, 
and as one inyellcd with fovereign authority. In the 
capacity of their Judge, he arraigned, he conviifted 
them, and, for their fecret iniquity, pronounced upon 
them the heavicll condemnation. From one fcntence 
to another, each containing a dlfcovery of their wick- 
ednefs and a memorial of their folly, we hear, in aw¬ 
ful and prophetic repetition, the word of warning and 

tremendous 
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tremendous denunciation, breaking forth from his lips. 
Yet who fliall blame the intimations of judgment? 
Who fhall wonder, that the cry was “ Wo unto you, 
Scribes and PhUrifecs?” Let us read the long, black 
roll of their offences: let lA mark the charges, brought 
by their unprejudiced accuffr. 

I'hcy difeovered an obft.inate and malevolent op- 
pofition to the Gofpcl, not only rejecting it themfelves, 
but, wicli a furious bigotry, preventing others from re¬ 
ceiving it. They pradfifed the moft cruel opprefllons, 
even upon the widow and the fathcrlcfs, and yet cover¬ 
ed their injuflice with a fhew of uncommon ardour in 
devotion. Their pretences to religion rendered their 
extortion the more dcteftablcj and therefore Jefus de¬ 
clared, that their boafted prayers would aggravate 
their damnation. They fhewed great zeal to gain 
profelytcs, not for the glory bf God, but their own 
reputation j and they were fo earneft to confirm each 
convert in error and hatred of the truth, as to make 
his cafe more deplorable and hopelefs than thatiof his 
feducer. They endeavoured by fpecious arguments 
and curious diftindions to juftify their profene ufe of 
oaths, as if they might be allowed to fwear in certain 
forms of fpcech, and contraded not any high degree 
of guilt by falfifying their folemn affirmations. But 
Jefus convided them of horrid impiety and perjury, 
while he aflerted, that fuch appeals to the temple, and 
the altar, as they pleaded for, were no other than ap¬ 
peals to God himfelf. 

They paid a fcrupulous attention to feme trifles, 
which exalted their reputation, but neglcdcd the 

mod 
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moft important and neccflary duties. Tlieir religious 
ze d was confined to external obfervances; they fought 
not real purir/. of lieart. They were fatisfied with fo 
iTi'Jcii of the appearance of fandtity, as.would procure 
them admiration among people, while their vile 
aiTections exp:fed them to<he contempt and indigna¬ 
tion of that righteous God, to whom ail their fccrct 
iniquity lay open. 

They pretended a high veneration for thofc holy 
men, whom their fathers had murdered. But, though 
they profclfed to honour deceafed faints by building 
and adorning their fepulclircs, they perfecuted the 
living, and thus proved that tliey iniicritcd the fame 
violent hatred of genuine piety, as their anceftors. 
jefus, therefore, declared, due by their continued pro- 
grefs in wickedntfs, they would foon till up their mea- 
fure, and be ripe for dullrudion. So obdurate were 
they, that he confidered them as on the brink of final 
perdition, ready to fink down into “ the damnation of 
hell.” , Yet further meaas were to be tried with them. 
Apoftles and other minifiers were to be fent among 
them, to bear witnefs of tlic truth: but our Lord pre- 
dieted, chat, by their cruel and fanguinary oppofition 
to tliofc his honoured fervants, they would provoke God 
more and more, till at length he fiiould arife to rake 
exemplary vengeance upon that very generation, and 
reckon with them for all the righteous blood, which 
had been Ihed from the beginning of the world. 

How deplorable was their calc! Jefus, being deeply 
affoflcd at the profped of their approaching miferics, 
broke fortli into a pathetic lamentation. They were 

the 
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the fame accents of pity,, by which he had twice before 
cxprefled the yearnings of his bowels*. From this 
part of his conduct it appears, that, though lie pro¬ 
nounced the meft tremendous v/oes, judgment is his 
ftrange work.” He Jicwailed the murderous city, 
which had long been die feat of perfecution, and which 
had fcornfully refifted all his efforts of love for the 
falvation of her children. He would have cheriflied 
and protected them, as a hen her tender brood j but 
they had obllinately rejefted his gracious propofals. 
At lalf, therefore, infuked njcrcy was about to be 
withdrawn and give jilace to unrelenting jufticc : and 
that hand, which liati been long ftretclied out with 
offers of richcll blefllngs, was loon to be lifted up 
with a rod of indignation to defolate their country, 
and deftroy them ever. Thus jefus took a folemn 
farewel of the temple, to return no more: he warned 
the impenitent finners around him, and predifted, that 
at his future advent they would acknowledge his di¬ 
vine charaftcr, and be glad to join in thofc acclama¬ 
tions of praife, which liad lately been forbidden in that 
houfe, faying, “ Blcffed is he tliat cometh in die name 
of the Lord.” 

What folemn diings are thefe! Surely, if they are 
ferioufly regarded, they muff leave a deep impreffion 
upon our minds. Let us, then, make the application 
to ourfclves, rather'than to the ancient Pharifees. 

I. A ftriking exhibition is here given of the cha¬ 
racter of Jefus. Behold, how tender his compaffion, 
how extcnfive his grace 1 He fecks after thofc, who 


* 25, and 31* 
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are ready to perifli, and, with repeated and importu¬ 
nate folicitations, entreats them to hide themfelvcs 
“ under the lhadow of his tvings,” where alone they 
can be fafe and happy. O why are we unwilling to 
accept his offers? Let us alfo remark, how ftrift 
are his proceedings, A'hen “ he lays judgment to the 
line.” How terrible the effedts of his anger ! Who, 
then, lliall prefume to contend with. Him ? If we rc- 
fiife to honour him by our unfeigned compliance, he 
will glorify himfclf in our everlafting dedrudlion. 

a. Let not the fairliful minifters of Chrift be re¬ 
proached, for endeavouring, like their Lord and 
Mafter, to admonifh and reprove thcii’ carelefs hear¬ 
ers. In performing that painful part of their office, 
they do not aflurne the authority of a judge : but if, 
as the mouth of Qod, they fliould declare his whole 
v/ill without referve, they mult denounce vengeance, 
as well as proclaim mercy. From the example of 
jefus, we fee that this is confiftent with the cxcrcife 
of •perfedt compaffioh and meeknels. And fhall you 
charge with uncharitablenefs and pride thofe, who 

watch for your fouls,” becaufe they think chemfelves 
bound to addrefs the wicked, even In the very ftrong 
language of the Saviour, “ How can ye efcape the 
damnation of hell r” 

3. Let us ferioufly examine, our own charadlei-. 
What is our ftate ? What our expedtation ? Do we 
not, in Ibmc refpedt or other, betray a temper or con- 
dudl, fimilar to that of the Pharifees ? Much we have 
heard of their hypociUy: let us fear to put on, as 
they did, a p; ofcffion of piety “ for a clokc of ma- 

VoL. IV, C Hcioufnefsi” 
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lic'ioufnefs this v/ould be more detcftable, than 
avowed infidelity. let not pure religion be laid 

afide, becaufe we abhor die vile diffimiilation of chod', 
who have nothing* but a fair appearance. Some art* 
vehement in tiicir invcclWcs' againft the men, who 
“ for a pretence make long praj^ers,” while diey them- 
fclves never pray at all. Theft; perfons may not come 
under the condemnation of Pharifees, but they fhall 
not efcape* the judgment of God for their impiety. 
Anti, if they perijh lor ever, it will be no comfort to 
them, that others arc I'uffering a Hill greater degree of 
torment. 

O let us welcome the Saviour, while we adopt that 
cxprcflive acclamation, “ BlcflTcd is he that cometh in 
the name of die Lord that “ when he fliall ap¬ 
pear,” the Iccond time, “ we may have confidence, 
and not be afliamcd before liirii at his comins* 
Amen. 

• I lohn il. 1$, 
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SECT. 344 

[fejus commended the liberality of a poor widoiu—fredlEled 
the dejlrublion of the city and temple of JeruJalm, and 
the various figns and cirtumftances attending it—fore¬ 
told, djo, his coming to judgmnt, and exhorted to 
ivatchfuliiefs. 

Jesus, having pronounced a tremendous fentence 
upon the inhabitants of Jcrufalem, and declared that 

“ their houfe was left unto them defolace,” withdrew 

« 

from that beautiful edifice, in which they gloried as 
their brghtell ornament and furefc defence. He de¬ 
parted from the temple to return no more. 

yet, before he went out, he paufed, and remarked 
the rcadinefs with which the various worfluppers caft 
their money into the treafury, for the neceflary ex- 
penfis of the divine fervice*. Many opulent perfons 
contributed much; but he fixed his eyes upon a poor 
widow, while fhe was throwing in her two mites, and 
pointed licr out to his difciples as an objeft of his pe¬ 
culiar regard. He knew her ftraitened circumftances; 
he faw and approved the inward principle of her heart. 
The value of her obktion was trifling, but it included 
the whole of her little property. Our Lord, therefore, 

* Mu:;; xli. 41, &c. Luksxxi. i*~4. 
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reprefcHted her liberality as more enlarged and more 
acceptable to God, t'fian the cc-llly offerings of the 
wealthy, who liad given up only a fmall part of their 
fiij)crfluity, and dill rctaintxl every enjoyment as l-iefore. 
Wc learn from this fliort narration, that it is incum¬ 
bent upon all to communicate, according to their abi¬ 
lity, for the advancement of rtllgioti, as well as for the 
relief of the afflidledi that fuch as are indigent are not 
cxciifed from the duty; auvl that lie, “ by whom 
aflions are weighed,” will commend and rccompenlc 
tlic leaft donations winch fpring from faith and love. 

Jefus was leaving the temple, wlien his difci[)les took 
the opportunity of remarking to him the extent and 
magnificence of the building, fuppofing, prob.ibly, that 
he would exprefs his admiration''. Rut lie turned off 
their attention from the confid'.Tatj<ui of its grandeur to 
that of its appro.aching demolition, when not one (lone 
fliould remain upon ajiother. 1 Ic then retired to the 
mount of Olives, which afforded him a jirofped ol’ tlie 
facred edifice; and while he lat there, perhaps con¬ 
templating the deftrudion wliich he had foretold, fome 
of his Apoftles enquired privately, how foon his pro¬ 
phecies would be fulfilled, and what particular figntils 
would precede the great events. His reply to the 
queftion contains various circumffantial predicLions, 
which, when compared widi tlicir exact acconiplifli- 
ment, furnifh the ftrongeft evulcncc m fupjxirt of the 
Gofpel, and ftand as an impregnable barrier aguinfl the 
affaults of infidelity, lie addreffed his dilciples to the 
following purpofo: 

• Matt. xxiv. I, *c. Mark xiii. l, &c. i.ukc xxi. 5, Sfc. 
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It is neceflary for you to be upon your guard 
againft vain pretenders; for many imjK)ftors fiiall arile, 
alTuniing the name and cbara<5ter of the Mefliah, and 
alfefting to fet up his kingeiom. * Dreadful commo¬ 
tions and diflre/Tes, alfot flftll be permitted, before the 
•appointed dcfolation of the Jews; but you ought not, 
on tliat account, to be.terrihed or furprifed. You will 
hear of the alarms of war, feditions, famines, pcfli- 
lences, aitd earthquakes; and tremendous appearances 
fltall be feen in tlie air: yet, awful as thefc may be, 
they are intended only as prefages of far feverer cala¬ 
mities.” 

You, my lielovetl friends, will ftand in need of a 
peculiar degree of courage. For, previous to thole 
national judgments, the nioft violent pcrfccucions fliall 
be railed againfl you; fo that you may expeft, in my 
lervlce, iiniverfal hatred, flripes, imprifonment, and 
tleatli itfelf. I-Icreby, indeed, an honour Avill be con¬ 
ferred upon you. While you arc called to anfwer for 
y<}ftr(clves, you will *have the opportunity of bearing 
witncls to die truth before kings and rulers of the earth, 
and evincing the excellence of your principles. You 
may tremble, perhaps, under an apprchcnfion, diat, 
becaufe you are dci'litute of learning and eloquence, 
you fluill not be able to vindicate my Gofpel, as you 
ought, and may therefore be confounded in the pre¬ 
fence of your judges. But you need not be anxious on 
this account, fmee the I loly Ghofb will fupport you, 
and furnifli you with proper arguments and words: 
and I pledge myfelf to give you fuch utterance and wif- 
doin, as fhall :cnder you fuperior to all the fubtlcty and 
power of your enemies,” 

C 3 
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“ This fierce oppofition to my caufe will ftagger 
many of its profclTcd friends, and induce them to defert 
it. Through the fear of perfecution, they will apofta- 
tife from the truth, and betray their neareft relations, 
who ftoclfaftly maintain it; fo that one brother fhall 
trcacheroufly deliver up another to the hand of violence, 
the father his fon, the cliildrerr their parents. What, 
tlien, Imve you to look fiir, but general contempt and 
abhorrence ? Yet a peculiar protection, extending even 
to your minuteft concerns, fliall be afibrded you; in 
dependence upon which, you may poflefs an unfliaken 
firmnefs and compofure of mind.” 

“ Many falfc teachers, .alfo, lhall arlfe, and fpread 
dcllruCtive errors: .and, through the prevalence of 
iniquity, not a few of thofe, who have lliewn much 
love for my name, fhall decline from their fpirituality 
and 2CaI. In the midft of fuch difficulties, you niay be 
perplexed and ready to abandon my Icivice: but I 
exhort you to perfevere through all extremities, liav- 

i 

ing refpeCt to the glorious recompenfe of rewlaxl, 
which is let before you. 1‘or your encouragement, 
1 afilire you that your word lhall not be iiuft'eCtual, 
and that by your means, weak as you arc, the Gofpel 
of nry grace ihall be promulgated from kingdom to 
kingdom, and make its way againft all oppofition, to 
every nation of the known world. After that event the 
end fliall come; the Jewiih ftatc fliall be concluded, 
the city and temple laid in ruins, and both the civil and 
ccclefiall ical polity toully deftroyed.” 

" 'I'hcre are, likcwife, nearer figns, and certain at¬ 
tendant circu.ml't?.nccs of this approaching devaftation, 

which 
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which you will carefully remark. According to Da- 
niers prophecy*, you will fee the Roman armies (pro¬ 
perly called “ the abomination of dcfolation,” as being 
deteftablc for their idolatry, and as'laying all be- 
fore them) ereding theit^ ftandards upon'thft- holy 
ground, and invefdng'Jerufalcni. L.et this be con- 
lidered as a fignal, th^t you muft immediately quit the 
place, which is about to be demoiiflicd, and retreat to 
the mountainous part of the country, for the preferva- 
tion of your lives. Without regarding your fubftance, 
or even your apparel, fly upon tlie very firft notice, with 
die utmod Iiofte; or you will perilli in the general ca¬ 
lamity. Thefc troubles will be peculiarly didreffing: 
they will be fraught with woe to pregnant women, and 
to die mother, whofe tender infant dill hangs upon her 
bread. Do you, alfo, pray, tliat your departure may 
not happen in the Winter, and that the day of your 
flight may not be the fabbadi. The former would add 
new hazards to your cfcape, and new horrors to your 
baiiiflimenci whild the latter, in its necelTity, would 
didurb that facred, invaluable red, and aggravate the 
griefs of the fugitive from Zion and Jerufalem.” 

“ As to this unhappy people, v/ho arc devoted to 
dedrudtion, iheir cafe wi* be mod deplorable indeed. 
For the affliitions, which await them, will be extreme, 
far furpafiing every inftance diat has yet been known, 
or that fhall occur again. A mod tremendous flaugh- 
ter lhall take place among them; and thofe, who cfcape 
the edge of the fword, (hall be difpeifed, in a date of 
wretched captivity, among all the nations of the world. 

* Dan. ix. 26* 
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Their wcU-fortified city Ihailbe razed to its very foun¬ 
dations, and remain in the poflefllon of the Gentiles, till 
God’s appointed time for the triumph of the Gentiles 
foall be completed.' Should the horrid carn^e and 
dev.i{lation continue long, the \frhole Jewilh race would 
be quite extirpated. But God, who ftill retains a pur- 
pofe of mercy towards them, will preferve them as a 
fcpaiaic people j agreeably to that declaration, * Dc- 
ftioy it notj'for a bleffing is in it*.” 

“ During thefe ti-oubles, many deceivers will arife, 
and, under the alTumed character of the MelTiah, pro- 
miJe deliverance. By fpecious arts and uncommon 
operations, they will obtain much creditj and, if the 
grace of God did not prevent, they would even per¬ 
vert from the truth my chofen followers. But you are 
required to take heed; and thefe my predi( 5 tlons may 
be the means of your fecurity. Be not, therefore, in¬ 
duced to join any vain pretenders; for the calamities 
which I have foretold, arc unavoidable. The Son of 


Man will come, as he hath faid,' like the lightning, 
wliich Is fudden and terrible in its appearance, and 
irrefiftible in its effects. He will come, as in flaming 


fire, to plead the caufc of l^s Gofpel, and to inflict 
exemplary vengeance on his enemies. , Under his 


commiffion, the Roman foldiers, bearing tlie eagle 
on their ftandards, (hall fly to the deftruiHrion of tiiis 
devoted nation, as the devouring eagles to their prey. 
The awful defolation fliail, alfo, be attended, even as 


my final advent, with many furprifing fights in the 
lieavcns, and with great commotions, angvufb, and ter¬ 


ror upon die eardi,” 


* 11a. Ixv. 8, 
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Before we proceed further with our Lord’s foknm 
admonitions, let us paufe awhile, and fcrioufty meditate 
on tltefe prophecies, lb exprefs and circumltantial, as to 
deferve our moil earneft regard. TRcy are fo ftrong, 
as CO be fufficient of cheifilelves, were there no other 
evidence, to prove the ‘truth of the Gofpel. If the 
events have not anfwered thefc deferiptions, then may 
Jefus be rejefted as a bafe impoftor, and his whole 
fyftem of dodrine derided, as no better than an artful 
fidion. But, if indeed what he minutely foretold has 
been cxadly accomplilhed, what fliaJl we lay? Can 
there a doubt remain, concerning his miflion, or tlie 
refped which is due to him? 

It is generally allowed, that thofe cffcda, which are 
clearly and undeniably miraculous, when produced in 
fupport of any pofition, are a full and inconteflable 
confirmation of it. Now prophecies are no otlier ilian 
miracles, perhaps the nioft ftiiUing, v/hich can poflibly 
be exhibited. 'I'o predid future events, which lie be- 
yonef the reach of cohjefture, and whicli at the time 
appear highly improbable; to do tliis in a circumftancial 
manner, is as wonderful, and as plainly Ihews a diviiie 
intcrpofidon, as opening theses of the blind, or raifing 
tlje dead to life. •Yet this is wliaf the Saviour has done. 
Nay, he has delivered fuch prophecies, as yet continue 
to be fulfilled among ourfelves. Thefe, therefore, are 
lilte a Handing miracle, and afford us a ftrongcr attefta- 
tion of his Gofpel, than even thofe were favoured with, 
who both faw and heard him. 

He declared, as we have rcniarked it]X)n the fubjed 
before us, man) tilings which were unlikely to take 

place, 
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place, and which he could not liave pointed out by any 
human acutenefs or penetration. They were, alfo, 
moft oftenfive to the people around him, and fuch, 
therefore, as impoftors, whofe grand aim is to con¬ 
ciliate favour, would never Rave alferted. Nor is the 
application of his words doubtful: tliey arc fo exprefs 
and particular, as to feem more like a hiftory of the 
paft, titan a prediftion of the future. In confirmation 
of this remark, we appeal to thofe, who have related 
tic fa< 5 ls as they leally happened, jofephus, a Jewifh 
writer, is in this view one of the ftrongeft advocates 
for ChriUianity. He was prefent in the Roman camp 
at the deftrudion of Jerufalem, an eye wimefs of the 
dcfolacions of the fiege and the capture; and his ac¬ 
count fo exadtly verifies our I-ord’s declarations, as to 
fjrnilh the beft comment upon them. We might con¬ 
clude, that the hiflorian himfelf was raifed up and pre- 
ferved by the providence of God, on purpofe to attell 
the truth of the Golpel, even contraiy to his own in¬ 
tentions. 

It would be unfuitable to our contracted jdan to 
produce large extracts from different .author.';, in fiip- 
port of the words of Chri^ or to give a diftintSl expo- 
fition of the Kvangelifts. But it may be proper to fix 
our regard on a few remarkable particulars, which cor- 
refpond to the predi6tions before us. 

The temple of Jerufalem has been deftroyed by the 
very people, whom our Lord mentioned. Yet that 
event v/as unlikely, confidcring the peace which then 
fubfifted, and the llrength of the fortrefs, wliich was 
generally thought impregnable. The Romans did not 

3 wifh 
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■wilh to demolilh the holy citadel: the commander 
iflued out his orders and laboured earneftly to preferve 
it; and when he found his own fchemes baffled, he was 
fo ftruck, as to declare, that the JeVs muft be under 
the avenging hand of Gbd.* All the preceding and 
attendant circumftanccs* alfo, fell out as Jefus had 
deferibed j fuch as feditions, famines, earthquakes, 
eclipfes, meteors, a comet which refembjed a flaming 
fword hanging over Jerufaleni, and contendjng armies 
in the air: fuch alfo, were the iminenfe flaiighter of 
the Jews, and the entire fubjedtion of thofe, who fur- 
vived the maflacrc. The bare relation of die extreme 
diftrefs and anguUh, univerCilly lelt on that melancholy 
occafion, would be enough to draw tears of compaflioB 
from the moft obdurate enemy. 

I'he remarkable dj-diverance of the Chiiftians, like- 
wife, fulfilled our LoW’s words. For many of them, 
obferving the appointed fignal, fled from the devoted 
city, and were refeued from deftrudlion. Tlicy were 
feparated, as the Ifraefitcs from the midft of the Egyp¬ 
tians ; and “ their lives were given unto them for a 
prey.” 

The very rapid propa^tion of the Gofpel, which 
was preached all the principal nations of tlic known 
world before Jerufalem was taken, is another ftriking 
which proves that Jefus is a true prophet. Chrif- 
fian churches were very early planted in various king¬ 
doms upon the ruins of idolatry; which muft have 
previoufly appeared utterly improbable, and can be af- 
cribed only to the divine interpofition. A doflrine, 
very oppofite to men’s carnal afieftions, and ftrilcing ap 

the 
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the root of all the religions then cftablilhecl, made its 
way with furprifing energy, in fpite of all human wlf- 
dom and power, which were employed to oppofe it. 
The inftrumentSj'alfo, of accomplilhing this work, were 
in tJiemfclves lb weak ahd Contemptible, as to Ihew 
tlut their fuccefs was miraculous. They were indeed, 
as their Lord foretold, univerfally hated and perfecuted, 
beyond any other people, for their fyftcm of faith j yet 
they prevailed. What, then, lhall we fay ? Does not 
fuch a viftory, fuch a completion of an exprefs pro¬ 
phecy, furnilh a llrong argument for the truth and 
authority of the Gofpel ? 

In tlie fame view, we appeal to the difpcrfion of tite 
Jews. Their city and temple were laid in ruins, and 
their frequent attempts to rebuild them have turned to 
their greater confufion. Julian, ihe Roman Emperor, 
encouraging them to it, was feveral times baffled in his 
profane purpofe by the eruption of balls of Hre from 
the earth, which confumed the artificers and their ma¬ 
terials. No other realbn can be given than this,'^ that 
God will not fuffer tlie declaration of his Son to fail, 

Jerufalem lhall be trodden down of the Gentiles,” 
for a determined feafon. JVc Ice the Jews unable to 
recover the holy land, fcattered over the face of the 
earth, and for above feventecn hundred years deprived 
of the true exercife of their ancient religion. Even 
now, in their belt circumftanccs, they enjoy but the 
precarious toleration of that which remains, and are 
united in no form of civil government. Contemplat¬ 
ing their deftitute condition, and their want of almoft 
all tlie common bonds of union, we wonder that they 

are 
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are (lill a feparate people, and ftill prefcrved. Moft 
other ancient nations are long fince extind, their pofte- 
rity being mixed and loft in die general mafs of man¬ 
kind. But the Jews incorporate with no others; they 
remain perfedly unconncJted with the various com¬ 
munities, where they are permitted to dwell, and arc 
as fo many witnefles of the truth both of the old and 
new Tcftament, for they have fulfilled the prophecies 
of both. 

From thefe fcripcurcs we are likewife led to exped 
their future reftoration, which is as clearly foretold as 
tlieir difperfion. We have every reafon, therefore, to 
believe, that it fhall certainly be accompliflicd, when 
** the times of the Gentiles arc fulfilled.” Indeed, the 
Jews feem to be preferved in their prefenc diftind 
ftate, for that very end: and, wlicnever their return 
lhall take place, it will introduce a greater enlargement 
of the Church, than has ever yet been known. “ For 
if the calling away of them be the reconciling of the 
\vorl3j what lhall the receiving of them be, but life 
from the dead* ?” 

Yet, while we mourn for die prefent blindnels of 
Ifrael, let us be folicitous for ourfelves, that we may 
not defpife and tejed the Saviour, as they have done. 
We trace the whole of their unparalleled calamities to 
that one fin: and is it not as offenfive to God in us, as 
in the Jews ? Will it not infallibly bring down upon 
us his fierce indignation ? Can we be fo infatuated, as 
to Ihew a contempt for the Gofpel, while wc behold 
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that devoted nation marked out by the curie of God- 
fbr this very rcafon ? And may we not fear, that many 
readers, with an external profcflion of Chriftianity, do 
not pay a ferious Tegard to the great Prophet of our 
God, but make light of all his gracious propofals ? 
Shall you, thenf efcape fof your iniquity ? He, 

whom man defpifeth, whom the nation abhorreth,” 
Cometh to devour his adverfaries, by a dcftruftion in¬ 
finitely m'ore tremendous than that of Jemfalem. And, 
if you continue to refill him, how will you “ abide the 
day of his coming ? how will you Hand, when he 
appeareth?” 

Of that his final advent, and the awful folemnides 
attending it, our Lord proceeded to warn his difciples, 
after having deferibed his appearance to take ven¬ 
geance on the Jewifli nation. ^Jc was evidently led 
from die confideration of one eveht to that of the other: 
and, man/ of the concomitant circumftances being cx- 
aftly fimiUr, we may be the Icfs furprifed at the diffi¬ 
culty of deciding, to which fome of his exprefliorv. are 
to be referred. They may be true of both; or they 
may be applicable to one in a lower, and to the other 
in a more exalted meaning. . Nor fliould tliis be ob- 
jedted to, as it is perfedUy agreeable to, the language of 
prophecy, cfpecially when any occurrence is repre- 
fented as the fign or earnell of foinething more remote 
In fuch cafes the tranfition is frequently made, before 

• Una cadffmquc oraiio, difparl fenfu accepta, plurei fimul 
cventu^f disjaa^los u*niporc» nacura defigfi?it/* 

Lowth Dc facia poefl licbr* Trxlcd. xt. Sec alfo Bp. Hurd’s 
Intr^jduvtioA to the S;ud/ of the Prophecies, 
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we are aware; and the former fubjeft refumed, which 
fceined for awhile to be dropped. 

The deftrudtion of Jerufalem is a pledge to us of 
the future judgment. As the Jewiflv polity was to¬ 
tally fubverted immediately after the calamities men¬ 
tioned above, fo jefus reminds us that he will come 
quickly, to put an end to the prefent frame and fyftem 
of things. When all tliofe preceding difpenfations, which 
arc predided, ftiall be fully accomplilhed, the whole 
fabric of this vifible creation Ihall be lhaken, and He 
will appear in the clouds of heaven with glorious ma- 
jefty. While every eye Ihall lee him, an inexpreffiblc 
conrternation Ihall take place among all the families of 
the earth, and ten thoufond times ten tlioufand fhall be 
confounded at his prelence. A feparation Ihall then be 
made. As he refeued his faithful difciples from the 
Jewilh devaftation, fo <16 will be mindful of all his 
cliofen people, and preferve them amidft the terrors of 
the laft day. He will commiflion his Angels to gather 
them jogether, and conduct them to glory. O joyful 
hour to them, who are redeemed to God from the 
earth! Y ou, who have fled for refuge to the Saviour, 
may welcome his approach, and rejoice at thofe awful 
events, which will haften the confummation of your 
blifs. In the profpeik of it, you may look up with 
triumphant exultation, for it will not be long delayed. 

Jefus obferved to liis difciples, tliat, as they con- 
fidered the firft budding of the trees an intimation of 
the return of fummer, fo they might judge from the 
hints which he gave them, when the important change 
was drawing nigh. He aflured them, that the holy 

city 
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city niould be ddlroyed, before that generation Ibould 
be extinct i and accordingly, in about forty years it was 
totally dcmoliflicd. He declared, alfo, that, though the 
whole frame of ilie material world Aiall perilb, not one 
particle of his prophecifs lhall fil. The final diflblu- 
tion, then, of all things will certainly take place j but 
the precife time is not revealed, for it remains a deep 

4 

and unfearcliable fecret in the mind of the eternal 
Father.' Yet, if no fuch particular warnings be afforded 
us of the laft day, as of the dcfolation of Judea, we 
Ihould be continually looking forwards to it, widi the 
utmoft awe and folcmnity of mind. 

According to our Lord’s admonition, his appear¬ 
ance, whenfoever it ffiall be, will be fudden and ter¬ 
rible : as the flood fwept away the generation of Noah, 
he will furprife and deftroy many in the midft of their 
workily occupations and lenfua! enjoyments. The fin- 
ners, who are at cafe, lhall inftantly be overwhelmed 
with confufion and horror; and an awful diffinflion ffiail 
be made between many of tliofc, who may die^ be in 
the fame houfe or field, engaged together in the fame 
employment. They, who are moft intimately united 
upon cardi, may hereafter be parted allmdcr, and un¬ 
alterably appointed to different ftates^ as they may differ 
in their charaders. ** One fliall be taken” to the pre¬ 
fence, the glory, and the throne of God; " and die other 
left” to receive the due reward of his deeds, and endure 
the fiercenefs of divine wrath. 

What a tremendous fubjed is this! Can we forget 
it, or treat it with levity? Why are we not more 
affeded by the thought, that “ the Judge ftandeth 

before 



JESUS CHRIST. 


33 


before the door ?” He will fummon us to his bar; 
and we muft “ give account of oiirfelves to him.” How 
lhall we abide the fcrutiny of that llriil and impartial 
trial ? We hear that fome lhall be feparated f^om their 
deareft connexions in li^^, and configned to a place of 
mifeiy. Does not this excite in us a holy jealoufy for 
ourfelves, and roufe us to enquire, wliat is to be done ? 
Let us liften to our Lord’s application, in which he ex¬ 
horts us to a ferious and continual preparation for his 
coming. 

Is it an ilnqueflionable truth, that He will judge 
tile world in rightcoufnefs?” And is the time uncer¬ 
tain? Hov/ proper is the inference, “ Watch ye there¬ 
fore—take heed to yourfclves—and pray always—be 
yc re.idy 1” Keep at a diftance from every thing, 
which would expoft you to his difpleafurc, or be in* 
confiibint with an haVitual expeXation of his advent. 
Beware, leil on any occafion your hearts be opprefied 
by intemperance or an inordinate attention to fecuUr 
alLrs i for thefe woufd bring a ftiioor upon you, and 
prevent you from poirefTing, as you ought, a conllunt 
readinefs to meet your Lord. AIi! how many will be 
found in fuch a thoughtie/s ftate, that they will be fur- 
prifed and overwhelnicd with horror at his appearance! 
It is necefiaiy, therefore, that you exercife an unceafing' 
vigilance and circumfpeXion, if you would efcape the 
confufion and mifery, which they will endure. 

How carefully do you guard your habitations againft 
defigns of violence in the night ftafon! If you had 
any reafon to apprehend an aflault from robbers, you 
would not dare to tompofe yourlelvcs to fleep. Though 
VoL. iV. D you 
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you know not the particular hour when the attack may 
be made, you will provide for the fecurity of your pfer- 
fons, families, and property, and take every previous 
mcafurc to defeat the invader’s purpofes, O be wife 
for eternity! Should your Lord come upon you un¬ 
awares, the confequence would be infinitely more ter¬ 
rible, than the ranfacking of your houfes by the mid¬ 
night plunderer. Be therefore jealous guardians, where 
negligence muft be followed by deftruftion. 

Your prefent fituation in the Church of Chrift is. 
like that of fervancs and Aewards, to wliom their 
mailer, upon his departure, hath intrtilled the afikirs 
of his family, and alTigncd their proper employment. 
It Ihould be your concern, then, to be faithful and di¬ 
ligent, attending to your aj^iiited work, that, when 
your Lord returns, he may find you occupied in your 
place, and you may give up your accounts with joy. 
If fuch be your readinefs to meet him, you will be in¬ 
conceivably [blcflW. Marks of diftinguilhed Iionour, 
and the pofleflion of an everlaftfng kingdom, will be 
conferred upon you. Will not the profpedt of that 
glory fupport and comfort you in all your difficulties, 
and animate you to greater exertions of zeal and felf- 
denial ? • 

How ftrange is that indifference which men difeover 
about their eternal Hate! Many, evidently, refcmble 
the treacherous and wicked fervant, who, prefuming 
upon his'maftcr’s longer abfenec, nc^efts and abufes 
his trull by opprclfion and intemperance. 

Being furprilcd in his folly, and unexpeftedly called 
to account, he will be punilhed with fevereft vengeance. 

O do 
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0 do not thus flatter yourfelvcs> that, becaiii^ death 
and judgment may be fer dilbint, you may fafely in¬ 
dulge in fenfual excefles! Your Lofd may come, when 
you arc Icaft Swaie, whllg you are totally engrofled with 
pleafurablc fchemes: arvd then what terror and anguifli 
will feize and rend your guilty fouls! As he will 
be inexorable, ** he will cut you afunder, and appoint 
you your pordon with the hypocrites: the^e fliall be 
weeping and gnalhing of teeth.” 

But were thefe folemn exhortations of Jefus defigned 
for you i Yes: he himfelf has made the univerfal ap¬ 
plication i for he declares, " What I lay unto you^ 
I fay unto all. Watch.” O live in a conftant mind- 
fulnefs of that word! Fly to him for mercy, before he 
come to execute judgment; and feek for the renewing 
influence of his Spirjf, that ** you may walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleafing.” Then lhall you be 
able to meet him at the laft with that triumphant 
acclamation, Lo, this is our God, we have waited 
for *him, and he will fave ds; this Is the Lord, we 
have waited for him, we will be glad, and rejoice in 
his falvation Amen* 

* Ifa« XXV, 
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Jejus incdcated r ferious preparation for his cemingy by 
the parables of the ten virgins, and of the talents, 
and then gave a particular defcription of the lajl 

The Son of man will come again, but not as in the 
days cf his humiliation. He will come, not as “ a 
man of forrows,” but as the Lord of glorynot 
to offer himfelf a facrifice, but to execute judgment; 
not to contend with tlie oppofition of finners, but to 
manifeft tiie charafter, and determine the everlafling 
condition, of each individual in*thc whole human <race. 
He Iiimfclf has told us, that he will return for thefc 
very purpofes, and we profefs to expeft it. “ What 
manner of perfons,” theft, ** ought we to be in all holy 
converfatinu and godlinefs, Ic^lring /or and hafling 
unto the coming of the day of God * !” 

We have already contemplated the Sa .'.cur, as he 
fat upon the mount of Olives, foretelling his final ad¬ 
vent, and exhorting hU difcipics to make a fuitablc 
preparation. 'We fliall now confider the conclufion 
of his folcmn addrefs on tlic fame occafion, in which 
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he gives ftronger and fublimer reprcfentations of that 
grand event, and enforces the duty of conftant watch- 
fulnefs and diligent application to our proper work. 
May we proceed to the intcrefting fubjeft with true 
ferioufnefs of mind, anA with fervent prayer, that it 
may produce its due infhience upon us! 

By an affefting parable, Jefus exhibited the prefent 
ftate of things in his vifiblc Church, the different cha- 
rafters of its members, and the different reception they 
will meet with from hitn at the laft day •. Ten vir¬ 
gins are deferibed as attending at the celebtarion of a 
marriage, and preparing to meet the bridegroom, that 
they may conduft his bride by the light of their lamps* 
according to the ancient cuftom of nuptials in the eaff. 
The Lord Jefus Chrift is the Bridegroom here figni- 
fied, who will ftiordy come to complete the union 
with his illuftrious fpoufe, and receive her to liis own 

4 

glorious kingdom. In the mean time, all thofe, who 
profefs the Gofpel, are required to hold themfelves in' 
a ftate of readinefs, that they may obey his fummons, 
and accompany him on that occafion to hia heavenly 
manfions. Such was the office of the virgins t ah ! 
how widely did they differ from each other! “ Five 
of them were wife, and five were foolilh.” Yet this 
difference was not cafily difcerniblc till the clofing 
Icene. They all took their lamps, as if they were 
properly prepared to attend upon the bridegroom, and 
waked for his appearance* But the wife only were 
furnilhed with oil, fufficient to fupply their lamps, 

when their original ftock fhould be cihauflcwl. The 

v: ( 

* Matn XXV* i, 
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fboUlh provided not for a future how: Aey were 
fatisfied with juft fo much, as would afford them light 
for the prefent. 

An apt refembknce is here exhibited of an awfid 
diftindion, which really fijbfifts among the profefling 
followers of Chrift, however k^ipay now be concealed 
from us by fpecious di^uifes. Such as arc evidefidy 
carelefs, and have not even tfie fbew of piety, come 
pot under che defeription of the parole. Their dan¬ 
ger is too manifeft to be doubted. But of thofe, who 
feem to be ftriftly religious, and warmly attached to 
the fcrvice of Chrift, all poflels pot the fame holy 
principle in their hearts. Some only are truly “ wile 
unto falvation,” being inwardly what their external 
profpflion Imports, They have received forgivenels 
of their fins, and are renewed in righteo\jfnefs, fo that, 
whenever their Lord lhall com^ they will be found 
an acceptable people in his fight The vital and ope¬ 
rative influence of divine grace dwells within them, 
^d is their fecurity for a future (jay i by this they ^r- 
fevere to the end, and therefore will be faved. 

Others, alas! with fair appearances deceive both 
themfelvcs and the Church around them. They 
** have a form of godlinefs,'’ which procures them cf- 
tcem; and with this they arc content, * They may be 
regular in their conduft j and blamelefs before men j 
diey may be zealous for right doftripes, and ftrnft in 
#11 ritual obferyances of religion. Yet they are “ fool- 
ifh,” in peglcfting to look forward and provide for 
death and judgment. TItey may mak-e a glittering 
for the prefent i but pollcfling not " the new 

hc^rt 
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heart and the new fpirit,” nor being truly united to 
Chrirtj they cannot endure the approaching trial, or be 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints 
in light.” The Lord alone can infallibly difeern this 
great difference between perfons, wKcfe profeffions and 
appearances are the lame: but it becomes us to fearch 
ourfelves, for our character and ftate will foon be de¬ 
termined for ever. • 

Through the delay of the bridegroom, the painful- 
nefs of watching overcame the virgins: the protracted 
duty of a fentinel wearied their fpirits, and they were 
all tempted to indulge themfelves in fleep. Ah! what 
remiffnefs and ftupor do we perceive among real u 
well as nominal Chrillians 1 While death and judg¬ 
ment are thought to be at a dillance, do we not link 
down into a fpiritual languor and fupincnels ? Have not 
worldly cares and fenfual gratifications a tendency to 
deprive our fouls of their proper vigour and aftivity ? 
W e fleep, when we ought to be awake, and, inftead 
of waiting to meet our Lord, have need to be roufed 
from our lethargy. That this Ihould be the cafe with 
chofe, who pollels not the power of godlinefs, is no 
wonder. But it is ftrange indeed, that true believers 
Ihould fall into fuch a torpor: and yet few even of them 
preferve that heavenly frame of mind, which confills 

in an habitual looking lor the Saviour. 

✓ 

The approach of the bridegroom was at length 
announced. The folemn liimmons was proclaimed 
at midnight, " Behold the bridegroom cometh, go 
yc out to meet him.” The virgins arofe, and im¬ 
mediately endeavoured to put themfelyes in a ffate 

D 4 ol 
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of rcadinefs. And now, the foolifti difcovered iheif 
own negligence and deficiency} but it was too late 
to fine! a remedy. Their lamps were entirely gone 
out. In vain they imploitd a fupply of oil from the 
w !e, who had no more chan^was abfolutcly necefiary 
for t ei'^.f.ives. In vain they attempted to puichafe. 
'I'hc Vv..ini:;3 v.as C/ofhort: the bridegroom was at 
hand 1 hey only, who were' wife, were prcparetl 
to n'if t him, and adihicted to partake of the mar¬ 
riage feall. “ rhe d'.>or was Ihut,” to the exclufion 
or dl others: though the foolifh earncflly foli- 
cited CO be received, they were rejeded with abhor- 
K'JICC. 

How awful will be the notice of death and judg¬ 
ment! Muft It not effoflually roufe and awaken every 
foiil of man? “ The hypocrites in Zion” will be 
thrown into the utmoft conftcrnatjrjn and horror, when 
diey perceive their real ftate, and find that their former 
light of falfc profellion and fdlfc hope is entirely ex- 
tinguifoed, and that it will then, profit them nothing. 
When tliey .ire about to be fummoned to the bar of 
God, tl'.cy may try, perhaps, to make preparation, 
aiul call on all around to help them. But in vain: 
their day of grace is expired, and no further mercy is 
to be obtained. They muft be taken away, as they 
ai’.e, nor can they be admitted into the heavenly king¬ 
dom, however they may “ cry with a great and ex¬ 
ceeding biLtcr cry.” Alas! to wliat purpofe had 
they maintained a profeflion of religion fo long? 
Their -f.inial ferviccs, their cold and hypocritical at¬ 
tendance upon religious ordinances will then appear 
7 utterly 
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Utterly unavailing. No fuch petition, as " Lord, 
Lord, open to us,” will be accepted: tliey are ex¬ 
cluded for ever. 

But thofe, who have been “ found in the faith,” 
will be unfpeakably bleffed..* They may be overtaken 
in a ftatc of very culpable negligence; yet it is not 
the fleep of the infincerc. Notwithftanding their fail¬ 
ures and declenfions, they preferve a fuprcme love to 
God and an habitual union with Ch'ill. Tltey are, 
therefore, aftually ” ready,” though they may be fur- 
prifed in a frame of mind, not lb lively and fpiritual 
as they ought at all rimes to poflefs. Upon the firft 
intimations of their Lord’s approach, they may be per¬ 
plexed; but they arc fafe: they lhali enter with him 
into his kingdom, and fit down at his table. And 
“ bleflcd are they which are called unto the marriage 
fupper of the Lamb*.” * 

Jefus has taught us to make a proper application of 
the parable. As we know not at what liour we Ihall 
be fummoned to meet him, he enjoins I’s to maintain a 
conftant vigilance, and to wait with unclofed eye-lids 
the fignals of his appearance. Let us feek for his par¬ 
doning and renewing grace, through the merit of his 
blood and the influence of the Holy Ghoil: and, be- 

i 

ing thus reconciled to God, “ let us watch and 
be fober.” If we expeft the coming of our Lord, 
what have we to do with fclf-indulgence f O ** let 
us net deep as do others,” nor be content merely to 
cfcape condemnation, but “ give diligence, that an 
entrance may be miniftered unto us abundantly, into 


• Rev. xix, 9. 
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ttife cverlafting kingdom of oik- Lord and Savlotli* 
Jcfus Chrift *!" 

He continued to wbrn his difciples of the laft judg^ 
rtienti and by another parable urged the nccefllty of 
adlrivlty in his fervicc,,as in that» which we have juft 
cy<nrideredj he had inculcated a holy watchfulnefs< 
One> of a ftmilar nature and tendency, had been deli^ 
vered before f 5 but we need not be anxious to avoid 
a repetition of inftrufbions lb important. 

A perfon of rank and ])roperty is reprelented, as de^ 
parting to a diftant country, and previoufty commit¬ 
ting the Care of his fubftance to his fervants, tiiat they 
may improve it for his ufc. He diftribuced his effefts 
among them iit Ihares of different value, to one Bve 
talents, to another two, and to another one> according 
to tlicir refpeilive ability. Thus, alfo, Jefus deals 
with his Church. He is the great Lord and Proprie¬ 
tor of all} and, as every thing is derived from him, 
every thing Ihould be employed with a view to his 
glory. He U gone into heaven i but thofe, who arc 
called by his name, are required, in his abfence, to 
manage lus concerns. All oitr poHefllons, advantages, 
and opportunities, our natural capacities, and tlie gifts 
of providence, which we enjoy, arc grajjted to us, not 
as our own abfolutc right, but as ‘ a temporary truft. 
We are enjoined to turn them to the beft account, to 
make them our commercial fiore, for the diffuAon and 
interchange of biefilngs, that we may promote the ho- 
noiH* of God and the advancement of true religion. 
This, however, cannot be e/Feflcd without great exer¬ 
tions and unwearied alTiduity. 

* z Pct« u io, It. t Luke xix* See ScA« jo* 

What 
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WlMt, then> va$ the condu& of thefe femnts f 
The twoy who had received moft, imixovcd and even 
doubled their (lock bjr a diligent application: but the 
man, to whom the one talent was committed, being 
fecretl)r difaflefled to his maftef, refuled to make any 
uie of it v^atever. Our C/)rd meant not to intimate, 
cliat thole, who are placed in the mod eminent (itua- 
tions, are mod faithful and laborious in doing hi$ 
work; for fend and experience often prove the con¬ 
trary. But the rei^cfcntation was rather intended to 
teach us, that they, who enjoy the feweft advantages, 
are accountable to him. Blefled be God there are 
thofe in his Church, who move in the higheft and 
moft enlarged fphere with credit to their profelTion, 
and extenfive benefit to others. They who arc truly 
devoted to him, and live under the influence of his 
grace, cannot allow themfelvcs in habitual indolence. 
Their heart’s deftre is to embrace everj’ opportunity 
and exert all their faculties, that they may render 
riiemfcWes of real ufe in their generation. Do 
we anfwer this defeription ? Are there not many 
among us, who< with peculiar gifts, are doing nothing, 
or nothing to the purpofe ? And is it not dilgrace- 
ful to be as drones, an inaimbrancc, inftead of a 
blelTing, to focicty ? Or is no danger to be apprehended 
from fuch a condu^ ? Let us attend to the iflue. 

The fervants were continued in their truft for a 
confiderable timej but at length their mailer return¬ 
ed, and called them to a llriA account. Thus, in 
due feafon, Jefus will be revealed from heaven, and 
it will be pne great end of his appearance, to reckon 

with 
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•with lis. Yes : he will demand of us, and It will be 
publicly declared, what has been our plan of* life, in 
what manner v/e employed the depofit, which he left 
under our care. i 

The diligent and faithfuUfervants were dillinguilhed 
by their lord’s approbation,^and received a large re- 
compenfe. They reprefented with humble gratitude, 
what, he had enabled them to do. They owned his 
goodne^, and gave him the praife. With kind con- 
defeenfion, he inftnntly applauded their fidelity, and 
rewarded their exertions with a proportionable Ihare 
of prcfermeni. Such will be the fiivourable accept¬ 
ance, which believers, who have lived not unto 
themfelves, but unto Jefus their exalted Mafter, lhali 
meet with from him at his final advent. They are 
indebted to him for their whole falvation, and they 
will acknowledge their beft cAjedicnce to be the fruit 
of his love. This, however, he determines to exhibit 
before the aflembled untverfe, for his own honour as 
well as for their happinefs. ‘He will declare himfelf 
well pleafed in their upright and zealous endeavours 
to promote his glory,-and afllgn them a portion of the 
felicities of his kingdom. It fliould, alfo, be remark¬ 
ed as an inftance and proof of his mercy, no lefs than 
of his righteoufnefs, that he will approve in his peo¬ 
ple thofe very works, w-hich tliey performed only by 
the influence of his Spirit, and that he will befiow up¬ 
on them rewards, adjufted to the various degrees of 
their feithfulnels and afllduicy. 

What, then, became of the flothful fervant ? He 
feems to have flattered himfelf, that he was fafe, ac 
; -• lealt. 
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leaft, if not worthy of commendation, becaufe he had 
not fquandered away the money committed to him. 
He prefumed even to vindicate his conduct by the 
moft injurious reprefentations of his roafter, as requir¬ 
ing what was fevcre, unreafonable, imjuft, or impofll- 
ble. But his very pleas were urged againfl: him, and 
formed die ground of hU condemnation; for they 
fhewed his bafenefs, inconfiftcncy, and maligpant dif- 
pofition towards his lord. He was, accordingly, turn¬ 
ed out with diforace from the truft which he had 
abufed, and fentenced to a ftatc of endlefs imprifon- 
ment and confummate wretchednefs. , 

This is an awful dtfeription of the prefent cliarad^er 
and final doom of thofe, who are “ idle and unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift.” l*ofllbly, 
they may have the moft confident exjicftations of ef- 
caping punilhment, becaufe their behaviour is inofFen- 
fivc; and they may not be undeceived, till they arc 
called to give up their accounts. But on that occafion 
no ode will be cxcufcd, merely becaufe he has done no 
harm, even if fuch a pretence were time. It will be 
enquired, how much real and pofitive good has been 
cffeifted. Do any dare to hope, that the great diffi¬ 
culties of a religious life, for which their ftrength is 
unequal, will juftify their indolence ? They Ihould be 
reminded, that the more arduous their work appears, 
the more ftrenuous exertions are neceflary, and that 
the wcaknefs, of which they complain, is not to be 
charged upon God, as it is no other than their own 
extreme depravity, a confirmed hatred of God and 
holincfs. Their notions that die obedience, which 

God 
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God requti'es, is unpleaTant, impradicable, and a 
rannical impoliclon) are falle, and evince a deep ma¬ 
lignity of mind. Thclc, therefore, will be produced 
againft them to their entire confuiion. Even on their 
own principles, their conduct Ihould be far different; 
and, whatever they may talk of their inability, they 
will be condemned for their negligence. To be “ floth- 
ful,” in the language of the parable, is to be ** wick¬ 
ed and thofe who arc ** unprofitable,” that is, ufclcls 
in tlieir place and generation, fhall be finally excluded 
from God and happinefs, and configned to everlafting 
torment and defpairj where they may for ever bewail 
their folly, but mud continue to feel its effects in a 
ftate of unutterable anguifh. 

The proper conclufion, then, is, that the prefent 
life is not a time for loitering. You mud expc(d the 
return of your Lord to reckon with you; and, there¬ 
fore, you mud not only wait for him, but diligently 
apply CO his work. It is not enough, chat you avoid 
grofs and fcandalous offonccs, or be harmlefs in ibciety. 
If no fruits of righteoufnefs arc produced, no glory 
brought to God, no benefit accrue to his Church, 
through your labours of faith and love, you mud hear 
that tremendous Icntence, “ Cad ye the unprofitable 
fcrvanc into outer darknefs: there fball be weeping 
and gnalhing of teeth.” 

jefus proceeded to enforce thefe awful admonitions 
in the mod explicit terms, without the obfeurity of a 
parable, deferibing his future advent, and the manner 
in which the lad judgment will be condu&edr The 
paflage, as it dands in the Evangelid, is fingularly 
4 fublime 
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fubKme and affecting. It lets before us a joene ths 
moft grand and interefting, which'can pofTibly be con-» 
ceived. All in heaven, and all on earth are convened 
together, (an immenfc, and innumerable company I) 
while their Creator and their Governor, talcing hii 
feat upon a throne of glorious majefty, enters into a 
ftridt examination of every human ch»ra<5ter, and 
appoints to all the children of Adam their proper 
places, either in happinefs or mifery for ever. We 
are here, then, obliged to confidcr ourfelves before the 
great tribunal, in the midft of the aflcmbled uni-- 
verfe. 

Every eye Is fixed upon the perfon of the Judge, 
It is “ the Son of man,” who afiumed our nature* 
and once dwelt among us in a ftate of profound hu>r 
miliation. How different from the firft, is this hi* 
fccond advent! He comes witli fupreme authority, 
and difplays the brightnefs and perfeftions of Deity, 
It is the time of his public manifeftation, when the 
dignity and excellency of his charaiter, which weir 
obfeured during his refidcncc on the earth, are known 
and confefled by all. And are we not conflrrained 
from the very defeription before us to own, that Jefus 
is “ the Lord of glory,” “ over all, God blefled fop 
ever ?” Confidering the grandeur of his appearance, 
and his illiiffrious retinue, attended as he is by all the 
holy Angels} confidering, too, the nature of his office, 
which implies that he poflefles no lefs than omniicienee 
and a fovereign power of determining the final ftate of 
all mankind, and of clofing the gates of heaven and 
hell for cverj wc cannot hefitate to conclude that he 


u 
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is Jehovah. O ]et us give him, what he is worthy to 
receive, our unfeigned and fupremc reverence, confi¬ 
dence, and love! Let “ every knee bow at his 
name, and every tongue contels, that Jefus Chrift is 
Lord.” ■ ' 

The whole human race are gathered together be¬ 
fore him, and (land to take their trial at his bar. But 
his all-difcerning eye lepaiatiS them into two clafles, 
according to their charadters j and in this divifion the 
one need fear no miftake, nor the other prefiimptu- 
oufly expedt it. His faithful people, who have owned 
him as their Shepherd, and who were redeemed and 
defended by him as the flieep of his fiock, are placed on 
his right hand j and on his left are all thofe, who have 
continued in oppofition to him, in the uncleanncfs of 
their natural corruption, and who aic therefore hateful 
in his light. ' 

With a folemnity and majelly, which no words can 
deferibe, he proceeds to pafs the irrevocable fentence. 
The King of glory Ipeaks, declaring his affetftionate 
regard for thofe on his right hand, as being dear to 
his Father and diftinguilhed by his grace. He wel- 
- comes them to his prefence, and commands them to 
enter into the immcditice p jflcffion 9I that inheritance, 
which had been oiiginally appointed for them in the 
divine counfels. Yet, as that is the day of the 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God,” he juf- 
tifies his favour to them, and proves undeniably the 
equity of his dlfpcnfations. To this end he produces 
to public view the works of rightcoufnefs, which they 
have performed dirough faith, and from love to his 

name. 
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name. Their afts of kindnefs ia relieving and com¬ 
forting his afflifted and oppreffed people, he exhibits 
as an evidence, that they are thc^ very perfons, to 
wliom the promifes are made. Tliey thcmfelves, it 
Ihould feem, would not prefume to mention their beft 
exertions in his fervice: thefe do not conftitute the 
ground of their dependence. Nay, they exprefs their 
wonder, that He fliould fpeak, in terms o^ fuch ho¬ 
nourable regard and approbation, of their obedience 
and zeal, which they had fcarccly been confcioiis of, 
and knew to be unworthy of his notice. But he con¬ 
firms the fentcnce, and gracioufly declares that lie 
accepts and recompenfes what they have done for the 
raeaneft member of his Church, as if it were done to 
himfelf. 

In the mean time^ the impenitent and unbelieving 
ai-e filled with horror and difmay, v/aiting to receive 
their doom. The King Omnipotent turns to them, 
and, to evince his holy indignation at the bafenefs of 
thch condudt, bids tlicm to depart from him, under 
the weight of his curfe, into a ftate of cndlefs torment. 
There they muft be companions of thofe apoftate 
fpirits, the Devil and his angels, with whom they were 
confederate in Tebeilion. Nor is this the decree of a 
mercilefs tyrant, but the appointment of a righteous 
Judge. Accordingly, he proceeds to bring forth the 
ftrongeft evidence againft them, and proves from 
their difobedience, unbcliefj and contempt of his 
name, that they deferve this heavy, condemnation. 
Their neglcil: of thofe duties of mercy, which he in- 
difpcnfably requires as the fruits of faith and love, 
VoL. IV. E clearly 
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clearly manifefts their charafter, atjd juftifies hfc 
deciflon. Many of them in this IHe appear not to be 
icnfible of their guilt, and even rife up in tlieir own 
vindication: but if, at that ^ay, they Ihoiild prefume 
to deny the charge, it will be fubftantiated frcnn the 
unerring tcftimony of the King liimfelf, to their en¬ 
tire confWion. He will cohvidt them of falfliood 
and hypoerify, in pretending a regard to him, when, 
they have defpifed his poor membcn; and therefore 
he will declare, that his fcntcnce agiinft them Ihall 
ftahd. 

It remains only, that the determination of the Judge 
be earned into effc^l:. Accordingly, lliofe, who 
come under his condemnation, are driven away from 
his prclence, and configned to that tremendous punifh- 
ment^ from which there can be ho releafe: and thofe, 
who are juftified before him, immediately receive the 
confljmmation of their blifs and ^ory, which will be 
durable as the exiftence of God himfelf. 

This important dclcripcion leads us to obferve, 

I. That good works will obtain an honourable no¬ 
tice at the laft day. God forbid, therefore, that we 
fhouid not now give thitm their proper Conlequence 
and aft^htion. The enquiry at 'chc tribunal of 
Chrift, as here reprcfented, will be inftituted concern¬ 
ing the evidences of our faith. Our -obedience will 
be produced to prove the fincefity of our religious 
profefliohs, and the ftreh^h as well as reality of our 
principles. I'his teftlfricny Will 'be required, not for 
the information or fatisladrion of the Judge, Who is 
intimately acquainted with every cafe, ahd With the 

very 
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Very fecrets all hearts, but for the erfiibirion of his 
own righteous charafter before the univerfo. We 
perceive, too, that a fpedal regard will be paid to a£bs 
of Cliriftian kindnefs an^ liberality. Much ftrefs « 
laid upon love, as peculiarty pleaiing to God: upon 
that love, which Ihcws itfelf in vigorous exertions for 
the fupport ami confeSition of thofo, who belong Co 
the family of Chrift. This, whkh is the .neceflary 
fruit of foich, maintains, in all its elFortS) a continual 
refpeft to the Saviour j on which account it is honour¬ 
ed with fo high a commendation. But this is eflentially 
different from that vain, indiferiminate generofity, 
which proceeds not from right motives, and which, 
though admired by the world. Is offenfive to God. 
We obferve, aUb, 

a. That the fins <jf unbelievers will be publicly 
declared in the day of judgment. We cannot be 
concealed from the piercing eye of God. Every 
inftance of our mifeonduft is noted down in his book; 
.and, *if wc do not now obtain remiflion through the 
blood of the crofs, all will be produced againft us at the 
folemn reckoning. No man will be condemned without 
evidence, and the evidence againft finners will be fo 
ftrong and incoxfteftable, as to filence their pleas, and 
confound them before their Judge. The habitual 
jifglcft of known duties, no lefs than the actual com- 
miflion of grofs iniquity, will exclude us from heaven j 
fince die former, as well as the latter, will prove the 
heart unfound. This is, indeed, a moft alarming 
confiderationi and yet it neceflarily follows from our 
Lord’s defeription. Thoft, who are defticute of love, 

El or 
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or not actuated by a fupremc-regard to Chrift to lay 
thcmfclves out for the benefit of his Church, Ihall 
hear the tremendous fentence, “ Depart from me, ye 
curfed.” 

What, then, is to be done ? Let us be Iblicitous to 
obtain that faith, which “ worketh by love,’* Let 
us pray to be united to jefus, as living branches of the 
true vine; that we may be “ filled with the fruits of 
rightcoofnefs,” and “ have boldnefs in the day of 
judgment.” Amen. 


JSSVS 
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JeJui celebrated the fajfover—^apied his dyciples' feet 
—inftituted the Eucbarift—declared the treachery of 
fudaSi and the approaching fall of Peter. 

It was love, which brought down the Saviour 
from heaven; a love, which muft aftonilh thofe, who 
ferioufly contemplate its inexprelBble dimenfionsi a 
love, which is conftant, immutable, and everlafting. 
This principle appeared to actuate him during the 
whole of his abode on earth; and efpecially toward 
the clofe of his life every minute circumftance was lb 
ordered, as to Ihew the ftrength and tendernefs of his 
affeftion for the dear followers, whom he had chofen 
to himlclf. He retained his little family about him, 
all of whom except one, had been fincercly attaclied to 
him i and now, though he was about to depart from 
them, his kindnefs was undiminiftied: he continued 
moft ardently defirous of promoting their happinefs, 
even to the latcft moment*. We allb may rejoice, 
that He is “ the Lord, who changeth notand that 
he has cxprefsly declared to every believer, ** I w’ill 
never leave thee, nor forfake thee.” 

* John xiii. t. 


A general 



54 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

A general account is given us of the manner, in’ 
which he fpcnt the few days immediately preceding 
his death. He conftantly attended the temple, where 
he taught the pecf^ with unwearied affiduity, and re¬ 
tired each evening to the mount of Olives, probably for 
the purpofes of devotion *- ,On the Tiiefday, after 
delivering the inftruftions wWKrfi we have confidercd, 
he warned his difciplcs, that he Ihould be betrayed and 
crucifted.at the a^oachmg feftrrall. Then alfb, as 
it fhould fceih, while the rukrs were confuking, how 
they might deftroy him without raifir^ a public cotn> 
motion, Judas went and bargained with them for a pal¬ 
try fum of money, the common price of a flave, trea- 
cheroufty to forrender up his Maker into their bands. 

Thufraaytn morning of Tliuriday, jefus 

p»rwnw«k. cttjnmanded two of his difciplcs to make 
the ncceffai7 preparations for^ celebrating the paff- 
over %. But as they were defticute of an habitation 
of their own, where could they affemblc together for 
the purpofe? This difficulty was foon removed j and 
the manner of its removal proved, that Jefus poficITcd 
U clear knowledge of all events, and exercifed a full 
authority over every heart. H? deferibed to his cho- 
fen meflengers the place and circumftances, in which 
they fhould meet the fervajit of one; who would be 

» lyuke xxi. 37, 38. Bethany hy at the foot of this mount, 
and perhaps oyr Lord fpcnt foine part of his evenings with his 
beloved friends in that town. See SeS. jj. Matt. xxi. 17. 

t Matt, xxvi, 1—.5, 14—16. Markxiv. I, z, JO, ji. Luke 

Xxii. 1—6. 

; Matt. xxvi. 17—so. Mark xiv. 11—17. Luke xxii. 7—18. 
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immediately dlfpofed t(x receive them into liU houfe. 
There they provided the pafchal lamb; and thither 
he repaired with the twelve, at the proper hour of 
the evening, for the oblervation of the holy Ibkronity. 
When they were fct dowji together, he addrefled diem, 
■with peculiar tenderne^ al&riog them tlia^ lie had felt 
an eameft defire to partake of that paffover with 
them, before he qmcteH, the world, tie then dueft- 
ed, that they Ihould divklc the cup of w^e ampng 
thcmfclvcs, (whicli was an ceremony a^ the be¬ 
ginning of the pafchal fupper) and declared, tli^t he 
would no more drink of the fruit of the vine, till God 
Oioukl introduce his kingdom, and the objed of tliat 
ordinance fhould be fulfilled. 

The jewilh lacrament, here mentioned, exhibited 
in a typical manner forae of the grand bleffiiigs of the 
Gofpel. It was apppinted to prefcrve a remembrance 
of the deliverance of the Ifraelites, when the deftroyr 
ing Angel flew 41 die firft-botf' of the Egyptians 
and, at the fame rime, to reprefent the lecurity, which 
die true Ifrael fliall receive through the fliedding of the 
blood of Jefus. He is the end and fubftance of the 
ordinance; and for that very reafon it was defignecl, 
that he Ihouid be betrayed at the particular Icafon, 
and on the very night, when the pafciial lamb was 
killed, that he nxight more cxaftly anfwer to the type. 

Clirtft our pallbver is lacrificed for us: therefore let 
113 keep the fcaft f,” npt the Jcwifli, but the Chrif- 
tian feftival j and let us be folicitous, that the blood 
of this Lamb of God may be fprinklcd upon our 

• Exod« xiu t I Cor, v. 7, 8, 
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hearts by faith 5 for without this we lhall ftand ex- 
pofcd to the “ fiery indignation, which lhall devour 
the adverfaries.” 

It is not eafy, nor is it of confequence to our plan, 
to fettle precifdy the order, of the various circum- 
flar'/es, which occurtcd at die laft fupper. At that 
lime probably, but in which part of the entertainment 
we do not determine, Jefiis fiibrhittcd to aflume the 
habit and rniployment of a fervant, and walh the feet 
of his difriplcs *. This tranfacTiion was conduced, not 
in a light and trifli.ng manner, but with a ferious fo- 
Icmniiv; and v/e |>erceive an inexprenible grandeur as 
well as condefeenfion in the Saviour’s deportment. 
Knowing that Judas had formed the feheme of betray¬ 
ing him, and that his own departure was near, he was 
defirous of improving the few remaining hours in de¬ 
livering all nccefiary inftmftionstto his dear difciplcs. 
For this purpofc, though confeious of his great dignity, 
as the fupreme Almighty Lord, who came down from 
tlic throne of gloiy in the highrft heavens, and was 
about to return thither, he defigned to exhibit a fiir- 
i^icr inllance of his deep humiliation. He rofe up 
from fupper, and put hiinielf into the habit of a me¬ 
nial fervant, that he might minifter to his poor fol¬ 
lowers, and He, wlio was Lord of all, ftooped to the 
very loweft o.^ce, while with his qwn hands he wafhed 
tiieir feet. 

We cannot but wonder at his conduit, and afle, 
what end it was defigned to anfwer. It appears to 
have been a figniHcant ^ilion, intended to reprefent 
|bc nature ;mcl efficacy of that grace, by which he pu- 

• John xiii. I—17, 
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rifies his people from their natural pollution. This is 
his own explanation. When Peter objefted the un- 
fuitablenefs of his exalted Mafter’s performing fo mean 
a fervice for him, Jefus replied, that this, as well as 
his ocher difpenfations, would be more clearly undcr- 
ftood hereafter, and added,* " If I walTi thee not, thou 
haft no part with me.” Are we, then, fcn/ible of our 
great defilement ? It is declared, that “ we arc all 
as an unclean thing*,” “ altogether become fikhyf.” 
Were this properly underftood, it would produce in us 
a deep abhorrence of ourfelves, and a conii;J i fterni 
for the Saviour, whofe office it is to deliver us /iom 
corruption, and communicate fpiritual purhy. I'lu u 
we Ihould rejoice in that gracious promife, “ I will 
fprinklc clean water upon you, and ye ffiall be clean: 
from all your filthinefs and from all your idols will I 
cleanfe youj.” Ther> we Ihould pray, as Peter, 
Lord, wafh not my feet only, but alfo my hands and 
my head.” Thofe, indeed, who are the faithful dilci- 
ples of Jefus, are clean already, as he teftirieJ ; but it 
is ftill necefiary, even for them, to renew thtlr appli¬ 
cation to him, that they may be freed from thofc pol¬ 
lutions, which they are daily concn<rcIng. 

The adion was defigned, likewife, as a leflbn of 
humility to all his people. He had frequently incul¬ 
cated poverty of fpirit, felf-denial, meelcnefs, and low- 
linefs of mind: and now, to confirm the inftru£lions 
he had given, he ftooped to this lervice. He, tlierefbre, 
called upon the twelve, to be confiftent with their pro- 
feffions of regarding him as their Mafter and Lord, and 

* Ifa. Ixiy. 6 . . r Pfal. liu. 3 . J Ezek. xxxvi. 2 ;. 
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to follow his example by a readinefs to fubnjvc to 
mean and pamful employments, for the benefit and 
comfort of others. He reminded them, that a fmjilar 
conduft would be no difparagement to. them, who 
were only his attendants a^d mcflcngers, and that their 
religious knowledge would be a bkfTing, no farther 
tJian it produced a iuitable pratffice. 

The folemn adnaonieion, probably, had a peculiar 
reference to the Hate of their minds. It was at that 
time, when a Grange and unfealbnable contention had 
arifen among them, about the chief preferment in the 
temporal dominion, which they ftUl expelled him to 
eflabliili **. This ambitious fpii it, thefe carnal views 
and afieftions he reproved. He argued, tliat^ though 
a fondnefs for power prevailed in the Gentile world, it 
was inconfiftent with their charaftcr and engagements, 
who were required to flicw tjieir emii^encc by conde- 
fcenfion and meeknefs. He himfelf had appeared 
among them in the form of a fervant. He affiired 
them, that he did not forget jtheir faithful and Acadfaft 
attachment through his various afflidiuns, and that he 
would rccompcnfe it by conducting them to a ftatc of 
exaltation, far fuperior to that which they h^d fo 
eagerly defired. He folemnly promifed thcmi that 
they ihould partake of that blifs and glory, which he 
was going to poflefs, that they fhould there enjoy the 
moft intimate communion with him, and even fit, like 
his alTeflbrs in the judgment, with marks of peculiar 
dignity, approving and confirming the fentence. 


* Luke xxii. z|->3o. 


which 



JESUS CHRIST. 

which fliould be pronounced upon the twelve tribes of 
Ifrael. 

We alfo, who follow the Saviour, Ihould be in- 
ftruAcd to look for our preferment in the work! above. 
Being “ fathful unto deash,” we fliall receive “ a 
crown of life.” The meaneft of hU fervants fliall 
hereafter obtain ** a kingdom, which cannot be mov¬ 
ed.” A diftirvguilhed honour, doubtlcfs, is referved 
for the Apt^es at the laft day. Yet believers of a 
lower order may exult in the profpeft of their future 
advancement. Do ye not know, that the faints Ihall 
judge the world * ?” jefus himfeif hath declared, with¬ 
out relpeft of perfons, “ To him that ovcrcometh, 
will I grant to fit with me in my throne fBut, for 
the prci'eni, this is our direilion, Mind not high 
things, but condefeend to men of low eftate J.” We 
are forbidden to chcrifh ambition and avarice, envy 
and contention. We are ftriftly enjoined to forego 
our own intereft, cafe, and reputation, whenever we 
can dicreby tender ourfclves more extenfively ufeful 
in life. With this view we muft frequently fubmit to 
fuch fcrviccs, as may feem to diminifh our confe- 
quence, and require painful and laborious exertions. 
'I’his will fhew that we imitate our great exemplar j and 
thofe only can claim an intereft in hb promifes, who 
are willing to tread in his fteps. 

Where, then, (hall we find thofe, who maintain 
the Cluiftian charafter with confiftcncy ? Many there 
are, who compliment Jefus with the appellation of 
J-ord and Mafter; but w'c afk. Do you poflefs the 

' iCo^Vi. 2, f-Rev. ui. 21. { Rom. xii. i6. 
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mind, which was in Him ? Is He the pattern, which 
you propofc to yourfelves for the regulation of your 
own fpirit and practice? Are you living under the 
Iiabitual influence of humility ? The appearance and 
the language you may eafily affume: but does the dif- 
pofltion itfclf abide in you, and govern your conduit ? 
What means that fclfifhnefs, that pride, and cagernels 
for advancement, which we fo frequently difeover un¬ 
der a religious profeffion ? How unfuitable for you, 
who fhoukl be dead to the world, are all contentions 
about honour and precedency! Do not the various 
commotions, by which even the Church itfelfis divided, 
prove, that there is little of real Chriftianicy among us, 
bccaufc there is little confoiniity to Chrift ? Wjiy do 
you decline this or the other office, to which yon .I'-e 
called? Poffibly, it may fccm low and dcgivdii^i in 
the eftimation of men; it may be grating to corrupt 
nature; or it may obftruft your fccular views. But, 
while you contemplate the I^ord of glory v.\ifiiing the 
feet of his dlfciples, be alhamed of paying fo much re¬ 
gard to your own convenience. Surd}', it is not be¬ 
neath you to copy after him j and to do this, you miiil 
be “ as one that ferveth.” 

Upon the fame occafion, alfo, jefus inftituted the 
Tuchariff, probably before they rofe from the table, 
fince It is faid to be done “ as they were eating.” 
While he fulfilled in himftlf the ancient paflbver, and 
aboliflied its obfervance, he embraced that opportunity 
ro or Jain a new facramenc, v/hich fucceeded to it, as 
bapcifiii did to ciicumcifion. This is a rite of pecu- 
li ir importance under the Golpcl difpenf^on j and it 
7 is 
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is not difficult to afccrain its nature and defign, from 
the clear account which is given of its original appoint¬ 
ment*. 

Jefus took bread} and, looking up with devout af- 
fcdtions to God for his blcflmg, he divided it into feve- 
ral (hares. He then diftributed it among his difciples, 
commanding them to receive it as an emblem of his 
fuffering body, and in commemoration of his death. 
In like manner, alfo, he delivered to them a cup of 
wine, which he direfted them all to partake of, as a 
reprefentation of his precious blood, whereby the new 
Covenant is confirmed to us, and remilTion of fins ob¬ 
tained. He further declared, that he Ihould no more 
join with them in that folemnity upon earth, but that 
they fliould hereafter celebrate together the facred 
myfteries therein exhibited. 

Such was the inftitution: nor can wc doubt that the 
obfervance of it is binding upon us, fince an Apoftlc 
has taught us, that hereby we are to fliew the Lord's 
death,* till he coMEf*.” It is alfo manifeft, from 
the plain and fimple defeription before us, for what 
purpofes, and with what temper of mind, we fhould 
communicate in this divine ordinance. Jefus himfclf 
is the grand objoft, which it is intended to difplay. 
He is fet forth before us, as our fpiritual food and ful- 
tcnance. Thofc vifible elements, bread and wine, 
which afford peculiar nourifhmcnt to our bodies, very 
fitly reprefent Him, who alone can maintain the life 
and vigour of our fouls. Yet, as he does this only in 

* Matt. xxvi. a6*>30. Mark xiv. aa—.26. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 

t I Cor. {i, 26 , 
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confequence of his fufFerings, he is here propofed to 
our view, as wounded, bleeding, dying for us. His 
body, like the bread, was broken; his blood, like the 
wine, was poured out. Thus, we obferve, by virtue 
of his facrifice, “ his flelh is meat indeed, and his blood 
IS drinlc indeed*.” 

The participation of this, facrament fliews the ne- 
ceflity of receiving Chrift by faith. The bread and 
wine nuifl: be taken, before they can yield any nutri¬ 
ment : and except we eat die flelh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, we have no life in us f.” Then 
efpecially, wlien we approach to his table, we Ihould 
cxercife a fixed and ftrong dependence upon him. Let 
us attend to his own injunction, “ Do this in remem¬ 
brance of me.” Let us bear in mind the dignity of 
his perfon, the glory which he originally poflclTcd, and 
the humiliation to which he ifoopcd. Wc are to re¬ 
gard him, not only as a bright example, or a kind 
benefactor, but as our High Prieft, offering up himfelf 
as an atonement to God, to 'make reconciliation for 
us. Thus, while we remember the agonies, which he 
endured, wc fhould “ look upon liim, whom we have 
pierced, and mourn for him J.” The recollection of 
his crofs will conftrain us to ** abhor ourfelvcs, and 
repent in diift and afhes.” 

Yet, as a Iioly feftival, it affords a prefer occafion 
for the exercll'e of lively joy. What can be fo esca¬ 
lated to revive and gladden the heart, as the view of 
thofe ineftimable benefits, which are here exhibited ? 
What can tend more to infpirc us with hope, confi- 

• John vi, 5;. f vi. 53. t Zech. xil. 10. 
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dtfncc> love, and zeal ? Nay, it is the appointed me¬ 
thod, in which God is plcafed to ftrcngthen, quicken, 
and comfort his people; and, as our wants return 
upon us, fo, by a frequent attendance on this ordinance, 
wc Ihould feek frelh communications of grace. Wc 
are encouraged to expeft his prefence and blefTing, 
and thus arc enabled to maintain a freedom of intcr- 
courfe with him. Such an attendance, alfo, ^yill be 
the means of uniting us together in the bonds of Cltrif- 
tian fcllowlhip, and of rendering us kindly aifeftioned 
one to another with brotherly love.” What a fource 
of happinefs is this! Yet does not the general neglcfk 
of the Lord’s cable prove, that the Saviour has but a 
fmall {hare in our remembrances ? 

We do not invite finners, who are living in igno¬ 
rance and contempt of G^od. We warn them not to 
profane the folemnity by their formality and irreve¬ 
rence. If you feel not your need of Jefus, nor defire 
to pleafe him, infult him not by prefuming to “ eat of 
his bread, and to drink of the wine which he hath 
mingled.” But you, who are bowed down with a lenfe 
of guilt and depravity, who earncftly wifli to accept fiil- 
vation on the terms of the Golpcl, may approach with 
humble hope. Only devote your' fouls and your all 
to Jefus, and bind yourfelves by a vow to ferve him 
with all your faculties, to the laft moment of your 
lives: and here you may expedt to receive the tokens 
of his love, and the gracious fupplies of his Spirit. 

Judas was prefent, while our Lord declared ii\ the 
ftrongeft terms his high regard for his difciplcs ■, and 
■itMs^probable, that even the traitor himfelf participated 
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of che holy Eiicharift. But, though he had afted his 
part in fo fubdc a manner, as not to be fufpected by 
the other A.poftles, neither his charafter nor his defigns 
were concealed from jefus. At length it appeared 
expedient, that the reft affo fliould be apprifed of the 
diabolical plan of treachery, then ripe for execution. 
AVhile, therefore, they were all at table together, the 
Saviour intimated his p.'iledl knowledge of it: and 
this he did, that his chofen followers might not be 
ftaggered, when they fliould fee one from among tliem- 
fclves lb fcandaloufly defert his poll, but be confirm¬ 
ed in the faith, by obferving a completion of the 
feriptures in chat event. He exhorted them, alfo, 
to perfevere in their zealous exertions for his caufe, 
aflliring them, that both he and his Father were 
concerned for their favourable reception in the 
world *. 

In the view of this fad cafe, Jefus felt a keen anguifh 
of fpirit. He then declared more explicitly, “ One 
of you lhall betray me ” “ the hand of the traitor is 
with me on the table;” and by certain exprefs tokens 
he marked out Judas as the man, denouncing the moft 
tremendous wo agtunft him, though he Ihould be the 
inftrumenc of fulfilling the divine counfels. An awful 
confternatlon feized the company, and every one, fuf- 
petSling himfelf rather than Judas, cried out, “ Lord, 
is it I ?” But that monfter of iniquity remained unaf- 
feifted by the foiemn warning. We might have fup- 

• John xiii. iS—30. Matt. xxvi. si—-25. Mark xiv. i8—ai. 
Luk« xxli. 21—23. 
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pofci!, tlut h'j woiilJ liave bcco clLtcriCsl lioiTi lil» 
jHirpole: but Ik* was the more ar.-! <HiL 

!:!iine;liare]y, unUi* a violent i:iir:>'?tion <;f tlic Devil, 
i'l •l!u' tl.uknefs of rli.-: ni"ht, to ;iccon j-.h.'li ias ir.lli'nal 
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Our Lord then exulted in i!k* of ihofc 

blclLd conlcquencc;, which v.'o-.iid jeiUit >.^-m lik 
trcaclitry of Jiidu';, a; the* means of fJ.e 

^rand woik of rcileinpiionI Ic remind xl j\is ilifei- 
ples, that the liour was approaclfing, wh.cn he himfeif 
il^ould enter on a Hate of hi?»h exaiution, and biin^ 
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glory to God in faving finntrs by liis death. I.o ik¬ 
ing upon his dear followers wiili a tendernefo ot’ r.f- 
fedlion, like an indulgent father Ujvm his little cliii- 
dren, from whom he v.'as on the point of being fcjia- 
rated, he prcfied it uj)on them, .as his dying roquell, 
that tliey weak! contirrjc fimi:/ and waru.ily att.'.clud 
to oiie another. This he cnitfuxd as a new cojn- 
mand, not unknown, indeed, in former diipcnfiiiion", 
but now enforced by fccfii motives, and by an ex.un- 
jile altogether fingular in its kin;!; “ A new coin- 
maniimcnt I give unto you, tliac yc love one anodier 
as I li.ive loved you, that ye allb love one 
His IcvK* to us, then, is to be the cauii', the niea!';:.*, 
and the pattern of our kindnefs and r.'.';ajd to all t;;u 
ntembers ofhis Church. He neei.sm-ndrd, thi; 
reciprocal, cordial afic(dion, as the hioJigefL pro'.f of 
our unioirv/kh him, and the moil lionourablc l\uigc 
our profcHlon. 

If we underftand the full imporc of cur I.oid’s de- 


Joliu ji, a... Luke xiii. 31—jl. 
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clarailon, I have loved you,” its influence will be 
irrcfiirible. We fliaU nor only abhor i!u' treacliery of 
Judas, but dread die tiioiight of diryj-afing Him, wlio 
has flirwn fiich' companion and faventr toward us. 
I.i L 113 examine <'ur rtligion»on this ground; Do we 
fi -.ipulouriy avoid all thofc •prafticcs and tempers, 
he cond.emns, and endeavour to exprds our 
giadtudc Ly our diligence and fervour in his fcrvicc ? 
li)o we cfiilrivarc that piinciple, on wliicli he has laid 
Hull peculiar ftriH, unfeigned love to his people for 
hi'- fake : I low excellent would be the fruits of this dif- 
pofidou! W liat peace and h.tppincfs would it produce; 
and how ftrongly wculd it recommend our i'yftem of 
fiith ! Hut v.’c arc all lamentably defective in this 
grace. Do not our pccvifhnels, envy, and contention, 
our cciViiirioufncfs, bigotry, and refentment, difgnce 
our profcllion, and betray our vnfincerity? Surely, it 
cannot now be laid, as it was of the primitive Church, 
“ See how thefe ChrifVians love one another.” 

Jefus had intimated his approaching departure; on 
which Peter, though admonifhed that he could not fol¬ 
low him for the prefent, declared his readinefs to at¬ 
tend him through all dangers, even to death itfelf, 
Alas! little do we know, how we Ihall be able to 
ftand in the hour of trial. The boafting Apoftle was 
reproved, and informed, that before the morning light 
his ftrong confidence flioxild be fo fhaken, that he would 
deny in the moft lhameful manner all connexion and 
acquaintance with his Lord and Mafter. That very 
niglit, he was told, would be a time of peculiar temp¬ 
tation, as Sac.ui was defirous to praftife his wiles upon 

them 



;ESVS CHRIST. 67 

them all. He was aflured that his principles would 
be fcverely aiTaukcd, and his foul prefci-vcd from total 
apofl-aly, only through tlic gracious interceflion of the 
Saviour. He was furdier charged, ‘to confirm the 
faith of his weak brethren, %ftcr his own recovery. 

Such was the Iblemrt caution given to Peter: 
Jefus alfo fubjoined an affe«5ling addrcfs to the whole 
company. He bad them prepare for a fore conflidf, 
and arm themfclvcs for the fight. They lud been, till 
then, abundantly fupplled with necclTary provifions, 
when they went out to preach the Golpel. But he 
reminded them, that they would foon be fo entirely 
dellitute, as to (land in need of a purfe furnillK'd with 
money, a ferip with food, and a fword for their defence. 
J Ic informed them further, that, as all die ancient pro¬ 
phecies concerning him flioukl be cxaftly fulfilled, fo 
ill particular, agreeably*!© Ifiuah’s declaration, he was 
about to be “ numbered with the tranfgreflbrs,” and 
to die as a malefador *. Probably, they mifunderftood 
him, js if he wilhed them to refill tiicir enemies with 
violence. He intendeei only to lead their minds to the 
expedation of a fevere oppofition; and they ought to 
liave known, that “ the weapons of their warfare were 
not carnalf.” 

But, leaving for the prelent die cafe of the Apollles, 
let us remember for ourfelves, that wc alfo are required 
to “ endure hardnefs, as good foldicrs of Jefus Chrift J.’* 
Let us be folicitous to maintain his caufe, which, 
as a lacred depofit intrulbcd to us, muft be kept at the 
hazard of our deareft temporal intci-cfts. We fhould 

t 2 Cor. X. 4. t 2 Tim. li. 3. 
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look for a fierce onfet, and be prepared to make 1 
vigorous defence. But the cautions, now before us, 
will teach us, not to depend on our own refolution and 
ability: for, if we be fclf-confident, wc fhall, probably, 
fall like Peter, and taftc thff bitter puniihment of pride. , 
Then, " be ftrong in the Eord, and in the power of 
his might.”—" Take unto y^ou the whole armour of 
God, that ye m-’y be able to withftand i. '.l.r t.ril day, 
and having done all to ftand * ” 

Wc fee om cdling; w.-mu'i C rh; Saviour, 
not to woiklly iio-iiour and p:-:k!nivii\ lU!; 'o fhame, 
conrrinpr, an(' many icuibv dn.iuvriiua'jcv. Are we 
wiliitij; to luzaicl all conlcqueiKe’- in Ih-- i..-:\ice^ Let 
us boldly declare ourfclves on his lide, aixi (. ntreat him 
fo to pray for us, while Satan is fifiing us as wheat, that 
our faith may not fail. Let us attend him to the crofi, 
and tlien we flxall participate of his glory. Whatever 
dangers may threaten, or enemies aflault us, may each 
of us be able to fay, Noije of thefe things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto mylelf, fo chat 1 .might 
fimlh my courfe with joyf!” Amen.. 


• Epb. v». 10,13. 
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SECT. 37. 

JiJus, before he quitted the gueji chamber^ exhorted and 
comforted his Apoftles—reprejented himfelf as the true 
Vine-Enforced obedience and mutual love-End predi£l~ 
ed perfecution. 


The folemn celebration of the laft pafibver could 
not but make a deep imprelTion on the minds of the 
difciples; and the warnings, then' addrefled to them, 
probably excited much perplexity. Their beloved Maf- 
ter ha ' declared, that he fhould very foon be feparatcd 
from Siem by the hand of violence, his death be ac- 
coiuplifhed through the treachery of one in their own 
company, and they themfelves expofed to a fevere 
aflault both from men and Satan. The removal of 
their Lord, fo juftly dear to them, was in itfelf a dif- 
trcfllng cireumftance; and forefeeing further dangers 
and difficulties, when deprived of their Head, they 
felt increafing anguilh, and were opprefled with pain¬ 
ful apprehenfions. Jefus was fenfibly aifeAed for 
them, and, as it fhould feem, more felicitous on their 
account than his own. Before, therefore, they redr- 
(4 ^om the gueft-chamber, he renewed his exhorta- 
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tibns, with a view to alleviate tiieir forrows, and infpire 

them with hope, confidence, and joy *. 

How tender and compaffionate does the Saviour 
appear, while inihufting and comforting his mourning 
difciples, ” as a fether does his children!” How 
cxaftly calculated to revive tlieir fpirits, were the con- 
fidcrations here fuggefted! The'benefit of thefe his 
laft folemn addreifes was defigned to reach likewife 
even xinto us. How many things do we meet with, 
which have a tendency to caufc grie^ confufion, and 
terror ! Obferving, in what a world of lin and difor- 
der we are placed, what calamities frequently occur in 
human life, and how depraved and helplefs we ourfelvcs 
are, we lhall, probably, be diipofed to indulge a timo¬ 
rous and dejefted frame of mind. What, then, is to be 
done ? What can fupport anti animate our fouls, when 
dangers and diftreffes threaten us ■on every fide ? Let us 
hear the Saviour's words, and learn to apply them to 
our own cafe. 

Thus he fpoke: “ Endeavour to lay afidc* your 
anxieties and fears, and Ihew the excellence of your 
religious principles by your compofurc and courage. 
You muft, therefore, not only pofiefs a due regard to 
God, as the maker, preferver, and* governor of the 
world, but allb fix your attention and reliance upon 
Me, as the Mediator, through whom alone you can 
entertain any foiid hope of the divine fevour, any juft 
expe<ftation of being fafeiy conduced to the heavenly 
ftate. In that glorious abode, where my Father difplays 
the luftre of hU majefty, are fufficient accommodations 
for the whole Church, numerous as it is j and there 

V 
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you will not be difappointed of a peaceable habitation. 
If this had not been infallibly fecure, I would not have 
encouraged or permitted you to look for it. I am 
.going to that kingdom on your behalf, to prepare tlie 
way for your admiflion: ind, as I ihall enter upon tlie 
pofTcflion in your name*, I will not be unmindful of 
you, but return for the exprefs purpofc of receiving 
you to my own immediate prefence, that you may 
dwell for ever near me in that blifsful inheritance, 
where even now I already am. After fuch clear 
declarations, you cannot miftake the place of which I 
fpeak or the road which will lead you to it.” 

Thomas, probably underftancUng him as intending to 
credt a temporal dominion in feme particular fpot, de- 
fircd further information, jefus replied; ** I myfclf 
have opened an accefs for flnners unto God j in me 
the divine promifes Ad engagements are fure and im¬ 
mutable; through me eternal life isfecured: nor can 
any one, whatever be his pleas or attainments, ap- 
pro^h to the Father,* but by means of my mediation. 
If, therefore, you had known my charadter and offices, 
you could not have been ignorant of Him: but now I 
have revealed him to you, and in me you behold the 
exprefs image pf his perfon*.” 

Philip exprefled an ardent defire, that dtey might 
be favoured with an outward manifeftation of the 
Father’s glory. On this, our Lord reproved him for 
not having better undefftood the nature and dig¬ 
nity of the Maftcr, with whom lie had been fo long con- 
verfant, and then declared: “ In fcc’ing me, you have 

* Heb. i. }. 
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in efTcfb fecn the leather. Do you not credit my lb- 
lemn alTcrtions, that I am one vdch.him? My words 
demand your regard, as proceeding from Him j but if 
theft be icjedcd,* the miraculous operations, which I 
perform by virtue of my urfion v/ith Him, prove in- 
ci ureftahly the riivflerious criuh which I affirm.” 

I.et us weigh the Imporraf)^ d'.’-5rincs here advanc¬ 
ed. Die quehion }'r(’j.-of(i: to Philip, mr-y fiirnifli a 
reprorf rV; each of us, *• Had tiiou not known me?” 
Conflda'in' tin* iii.ft rrr.arion wc have had, may we n<A. 
jutlJy be aihar.icd, tiiac wc luve not betur learned the 
principles of our r^-ligion ? Have w'c propetly undcr- 
ftood^ who tiic Saviour is, ana what die purpofes, for - 
which he cariie into die world ? I lave we beheld the 
glory of tlie Father fo difplayed in the perfon of the 
Son, as to be convinced ihat their nature and perfec¬ 
tions are the fame ? And is not*this a firm foundation 
for our hopes, a Iburce of ftrong confolation ? For do 
we not now perceive, that our concerns may be fafely 
intruucd in the hands of Jefus ? ‘ . 

But li.ivc w'e indeed approached unto God, through 
the mediation of Clirift ? Or IbaJl we prefumc to draw 
near to him in any other way? Who lhall open the 
kingdom of heaven for us ? Shall wq plead our own 
obedience, as if this would procure us admifllon ? The 
door would be barred againft us; ncr can any entrance 
be obtained, but througli the facrificc, and interceffion 
of Him, who has retiirned to thofc blifsful manfions, 
from wliich he came down. He is gone to prepare 
a place, not for Jiis Apoftles only, but for all who 
believe in his name. You, diercfore, who have fixed 

7 your 
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your whole dependence upon him, are encouraged to 
rejoice in his exalted dignity, and the certainty of fi¬ 
nal falvation. It is your privilege, though you are 
now defpifed and afflicted, to look forward with exul¬ 
tation “ to an inheiiunce iflojiruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, referved in heaven for you 
For yet a little while, apd He, in whom you trulV, 
fhall appear in his glory, and take you up with great 
triumph to his beatific preicnce, where you ihall ad¬ 
mire, and love, and praife him for ever. 

The Saviour proceeded to comfort his dlfciplcs: 

“ Diftrcifed as you mny be at my departure, I fo- 
lemnly afiure you, that in confequence thereof you will 
obtain peculiar advantages. By virtue of n\y inter- 
ceffion, while you exercilc a firm dcp..:'a.lcncc upon me, 
you fhall be enabled to perform miraculous operations, 
equal or fuperior to 'thofe, which I myl».ir have 
wrought f. Nor is tliis too much for you to a:pccl; 

• I Pet i 4 . 

f T|je Apodles not only excelled demons, healed the Tick, ralfed 
the dead, as Jefus had done, but difpenfed fpiriiual pifti to inimcnfc 
numbers, fpakc various Iai\gK*.grs, which they had njvcr learned^ 
and preached the Gofpel with a faccefs amazingly rapid and ex- 
tcnfive. Thcfe were, in ibme fenfe. more iiluflrious cfFcfls, than 
attended the miniltry«of our Lord: and yet t!ds confideratiun does 
net weaken the argument for his Divinity, taken from his works, 
but rather ftrengthen it. For thefe very things were accompliflied, 
as appears in the paiTage before us, the power of the Saviour; 
and accordingly, the Apoftles, ia the miracles which they perform¬ 
ed, confefled their dependence upon him, and aferibed the whole 
glory to him. They could not fpeak, as he did, ** 1 fay unto thse, 
ArUci'* but ** In the name of jefus Chrid of Nazareth, rife up and 
walk and again, fefus Chrift makcih thee wholc.'^ Luke viu 
1^ viiL 54, A&i itt* ix* 34. 
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only prcfent your fupplicarions to God in feidi, and, 
by the energy of my own power, I will bellow the 
bklTings, which you a(k, that tlje glory of the Father 
may be difplayed in the mediation of the Son.” 

We, alfo, may rejoice, tliat jefus, who is gone into 
heaven, continues mindful of his Church on earth, and 
is inceflantly pouring down ^is benefits upon it. We 
Ihoukl.fae thankful for thofe extraordinaiy communi¬ 
cations vouclifafed to the Apoftlcs, wliereby the Gofpel 
was firft propagated, and confinned with unqueftionablc 
evidence. Let us likewifc be encouraged, by tlic pre¬ 
valency of tlic intercefiion of our exalted High Prieft, 
to offer up our reqiiefts with humble boldnefs. For 
the promife reaches even unto us, “ If ye fhall afle 
any thing in my name, I will do it.” Ah! why are 
we fo backward to pray, as if we had no Advocate 
with the Father, or as if this Advocate had no merit 
to plead, pofleffed no influence, and could exert no 
power on our behalf ? Let us not fo difhonour 
him, but, crediting his declarations, let ifc fur- 
round the tiirone of grace with our importunate 
petitions, and fpread our wants before him. He 
is able, and he is e(]ually willing, to fuppJy all our 
necefiities. • 

4 

It is probable, that the Apoftles exprefled a peculiar 
warmtli of affeftion for their dear Lord, who was about 
to be taken from them, and that with a reference to 
their profeffions of regard he thus continued his dif- 
courfeLet your love appear in your uniform obe¬ 
dience to my injunAions; and, thougli I fhall with¬ 
draw from you, 1 will entreat the Father, that you may 

enjoy 
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enjoy the confolations of his Spirit, and that for ever. 
The men of the world, with fuch carnal fentiments 
and difpofitions, as predominate in their minds, cannot 
admit this divine Vifitantj but you are already ac^-, 
quainted with his influences, and (hall receive more 
abundant communications from him. I will not, 
therefore, totally and finally defert you, but will return 
to you in the power of die Holy Ghoft. My bodily 
prefence will be foon removed fropi the earth, bur, 
tlirough faith, you may ftill behold me ever near you; 
and as I am pofleifed of endlcls life, fo, by virtue of 
your union with me, you (hall maintain a ftate of Iju- 
ritual vigour, and be conduced to the cvcrlafting feli¬ 
cities of heaven. That promifed elfufion of the Spirit 
will convince you more fully, that I am joined not 
only to my Father, but^to yourfelves alfo, by an indif- 
foluble bond. You muft be reminded, however, that 
he only, who fhews a conftant defire and endeavour to 
perform whatever I have commanded, is acknowledged 
to gi^e a decifive proof of his regard. He is the perfon 
who lhall obtain unequivocal marks of my Father's 
favour, as well as of my warmefl: attachment, and 
who, likewife, lhall receive from me a clear dlfcovery 
of my glorious <?haradter.” 

Judas, one of the twelve, but not the traitor, ex- 
prefled his aftonifhment, that fuch a difeovery Ihould 
be defigned for them, and not extended to the world 
at large. He enquired, how it could be: when Jefus 
immediately refumed his affeftionate addrefs: “ The 
man, who is influenced by a fincerc love to me, will 
ncccffarily yield an unfeigned fubmiflion to my au¬ 
thority : 
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Polity: and, as he will be the objed of my Fatlier’s 
cumplaceiicy and cleliglit, we will together vifit him, 
and take up oxir rcfidence within him. An enmity of 
hcvirt, indeed, wduld lead to an entire rejedtion of my 
voids: but, as I declare th^ will of Jehovah, the God 
t-f Hafts, every contemptuous unbeliever will be left 
widiout exculc. Such arc inftruftions, which I 
have delivered, during my perfonal miniftry among 
you. A’ntl now, though I am departing, the Holy 
Gholl fliall be fent to fupply my place: he lhall give 
you a clear conception of divine truth, and revive in 
your memories every doctrine, which you have heard 
from mo.” 

“ Mci'c, then, I take my leave, with a declaration 
♦>f my bell wilhes for you. Peace, the moft valuable 
ivklfing, I bequeath to you: peace, which 1 have 
j>r<;cufcd by my blood, and whitli can be communicat- 
tvl only by my grace, I beftow upon you. ''rius is 
Vvliat the world c.'innot impart: their profclTons of 
good will are, in general, empty flatteries and compli¬ 
ment?; theycor.fir no real fatisfaclioii; and are ex¬ 
tremely changeable. Far dilTercnt is my folcmn bene- 
diiflion, V. I’.icli I pronounce in die finccriiy of my heart, 
whicli carries an cfilcacy with it to prQinotc your hap- 
pinefs, and which I will never revoke. On tliefe 
grounds, your fears may be difi>erfed, and your minds 
compoied and comforted.” 

“ You v/ill, therefore, receive the moft ample be¬ 
nefits from my departure i and on my account, as well 
jis your own, you may be glad at my removal, fmee I 
quitting my prcfciit ftace of humiliation and difr 

trefs^ 
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trefs, and ^turning to my Father, who is exaketl iti 
blifs and glory, far beyond what I poflefs in tills 
life, I have warned you of the events, wliicli are 
about to take place, that you may not be ftaggrred 
by them, but rather confisued in t!\e faith. I fhall 

4 

not have time to add much more i for I am juft en¬ 
tering upon a painful confiiift with Satan, who has 
ufurped the dominion of the v/orld. But I dread not 
his malice, as there is nothing in my nature, which 
can favour his aflaults, or give him an advantage over 
me. I fubmit to this oppofition, • that I may publicly 
teftify my regard to the Father, and my readineis to 
fulfil all my engagements with him: and now 1 haften 
to do my laft v/ork upon earth.” 

And what do we learn from this affeding clifeourfo ? 

Docs it not excite in us the moft feivent love to the 

% 

Saviour? Let us notfoi^et, that he requires olxrdi- 
ence, as the teft of our love. Do wc not j;crccivc the 
excellence and happinefs of his ftrvicc ? Do wc not 
long^for the manifeftation of the divine favour, which 
he promifes to his faithful people ? Surely, it ought to 
afford us the ftrongeft confolation, tiiat jefus, who was 
dead, is alive again, and that he is gone into heaven, 
to carry on his defigns of mercy for us. Nay, he is 
ftill ever prefent with his Church, and pledges hinifeif 
for the fecurity of every true believer. The light, and 
ftrength, and joy of his Spirit, are vouchfafed to aUhi;i 
fmcere difciples, even to the end of time; the Coia- 
forter will " abide with us for ever.” Let us plead 
with him thefe gracious declarations; let us implore 
that peace, which is his own moft valuable legacy, 

and 
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and requeft, that, iince he hath overcome Satan, he 
"would enable us to fuftmn the conflict, and bring us 
ofF “ more than conquerors,” to the praife of hU 
great name. 

After the folemn addrcft^which we have confidered, 
our Lord propofed to retire j but, probably making a 
paufe before he quittc/i the room, he renewed his ex¬ 
hortations to the Apoftles. To fticw them the necef- 
fity of continual dependence on him, he reprefented 
himfrlf and his Church under the fimilitude of a vine, 
planted and cultivated by a wife and careful hulband- 
man*. He is die root and ftock of the tree, and 
his profclUng people are its branches. Some, which 
arc beautifully adorned with leaves, produce no fruit. 
Tlicfe are cut olF, and.configncd to the flames, as fie 
only to be ufed for fuel. Such is the ftate and cha- 
rafter of merely nominal Chrifiians, and fuch will be 
their final deftnnSlion. They are members of the vi- 
fible Church 5 their appearances are fair and promif- 
ing, but their barrennefs witnofles againft tlKm,^ and 
therefore they are “ nigh unto curfmg, whofc end is 
to be burned 

There are, however, branches of another fort, truly 
excellent and valuable, which, in confequence of nou- 
rifhment derived from the root, bear a large increafe. 
Such, our Lord teftified, w'ere all the Apoftles, after 
Judas had wididrawn from the company. Such like- 
wife arc all true believers: by faith they arc joined to 
the Saviour, and from that union they receive an in¬ 
fluence, which renders them, though in different 

* John XV. 1, See. t lleb. vL 8 , 

degrees^ 

5 



JESUS CHRIST. 79 

degrees, ** fruitful in every good work.” To Him, 
therefore, dll their attainments and ufefulnefs are af- 
cribed: left to themfelves, or feparated from him, they 
are no more produdtive of good, than the branches 
of the vine, when cut off from the ftock. But, 
whilft they maintain a copflant regard to Jefus, they 
preferve their ipiritual life, and make advancement in 
holinels. 

Yet even thefo valuable branches ftand in jieed of 
being pruned ■, for, unlefs the luxuriant parts be taken 
off, the fruit will degenerate. For this very purpofe, 
therefore, the care' of the hufbandman is excrcifed. O 
what lliarp operations does it require, to lop off thofe 
cxcrefccnces, wliich fhoot forth even from eminent 
believers I The Lord, who loves them, will not ipare 
them, but appoint the hcavieft affli( 5 lions, with no 
other defign than to rcqjJer them more pure, and, of 
confequcncc, more honourable and ufcful members of 
his Church. 

Do we perceive our own character exhibited in this 
parable ? Have we any thing more than an external 
profcflion of Chriftianity ? Are we " filled with the 
fruits of righteoufnefs, which are by Jefus Chrift unto 
the glory and praife of God * ?” Or how do we expeft 
to do good ? Is flicre any other way, tlian through a 
vital union with the Saviour ? No: lie himfelf de¬ 
clared our utter inability, when he faid, “ Without 
me ye can do nothing.” Let us confels our wcak- 
nefs, and implore hb help. May he attach our hearts 
to himfelf, and communicate fuch fiippUes of grace. 


• Phil.i. II. 


as 
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as may enable us to adorn our holy calling! Be it 
our concern, to maintain our feith, and cultivate an 
intercourfe with him day by day. Yet, even then, 
fevere trials may be neccflary for us. Let us not 
flirink from them, but pj^y only, that they may ac- 
complilh in us tiie defired fffefts. How bleffed will 
be the conlequenccs of fuch an adherence to Chrift ! 
Wc Ihall be iniboldened to* approach him with con¬ 
fidence.; for he lias engaged to anfwer our petitions. 
By our confiftcnc and honourable deportment, the 
God, whom wc ferve, will be glorified, fince it will 
appear from us, not only that he is “ rich in mercy,” 
but that he Iqvcth righteoufnefs.” This allb will 
contribute eflentially to our own comfort, as affording 
the ftrongcll evidence, that we are the difciples of 
Jeius. 

Our Lord,. therefore, caroeftly prefled upon his 
Apoftles fucli a praftical regard to duty; “ As I am 
tiie objed uf my I‘’ather’s complacency and delight, fo 
do 1 feci the moft affedlionate attachment to you. 
It Ihould be yoiit aim and endeavour to walk in a 
ftatc of holy intimacy with me; which can b? effed- 

ed only by your ready compliance with all my in- 

$ 

jundions, even as I have yielded a conftant and uni- 
verfal obedience to the injundions of my Father. In 
thefe exhortations I am the more urgent, that I may 
receive continual fatisfadion fixim you, and that your 
happinefs In me may be completed.” 

One commandment, in particular, I again enforce 
upon you; which is, that you bear the moft fervent love 
one towards another. In this, you have only to imi¬ 
tate 
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tate .that kindncfs, which I have fhcwn to you. No 
higher inftance of benevolence can be produced, than 
a man’s offering up himfclf to die on behalf of his 
friends. As my friends I fhall regard you, while you 
pay a due deference to authority, and obey my 
precepts. I treat you not as inferior domeftics, who 
are to be kept at a dhlance, but as tlie partners of my 
counfels, to whom I have communicated whatever I 
have received in charge from my Father. ‘To this 
^honourable ftcuacion you have been called, not by your 
previous choice of me, but by my free and fovereign 
mercy towards you: and I have appointed you to your 
facred fundion, that you may be extenfively ufeful, and 
that the benefits of your miniftry may reach through 
many generations. Such alfo arc my gracibus engage* 
ments with you, that you may exped an anfwer to 
your largcft petitions ie my name. I require only, 
that you fliew your gratitude and obedience, by main¬ 
taining a mutual and ardent affedion for one ano¬ 
ther.” 

And is it of no concern to us, what the Saviour 
preffed upon hisAppftles ? Were they ftridly enjoined 
to continue in the love of their Maftcr j and are we 
at liberty to negled and deljjife him ? Should not his 
unparalleled kindneis in dying for us, as well as for 
them, excite us to admire, and praife, and ferve him ? ‘ 
We had deferved the divine indignation and wrath; 
but, by virtue of his oblation, we may now be admitted 
to the moft honourable privileges. We alfo, like the 
Apoftlcs, arc received into a ftatc of holy friendlhip 
with our Lord, if indeed we believe in his name; and 

Voi. IV. G to 
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CO US he condefcends to make known the myftcrics of 
tis kingdom. Surely> Vrc fhall not helitate to fay* 
I'he Lord hath done it, not for our righteoufneis, but 
of his own abundant grace. Yet we ihould remem¬ 
ber, that the end of our ekt^ton and feparation from 
the worW, is, that we may produce the fruits of righ- 
teoufnefs. Is this our aim and defire ? To inftance 
in the particular duty, lb much infilled on do we 
pofiTefs -and cuiti'/ate brotlierly love ? If otherwife, 
where is our religion j where our knowledge, and imi¬ 
tation of Chrift ? Can it be allowable for us, any more 
than for the fivft Chriftians, to “ bice and devour one 
another?” You, therefore, who “ have bitter envying 
and ftrife in your liearts, gloiy not, and lie not againft. 
ihc truth for you arc llrangcrs to the power of the 
Gofpel. 

jefus proceeded in his exhortatton to his Apoftles, 
that he might prepare tlicm for the oppofition, which 
awaited them: " However unexceptionable and be¬ 
nevolent your fpirit and conduft may be, yo\i need 
not wonder, if you be marked out as objefts of ge¬ 
neral deteftation j fince you have feen me treated in 
the fame manner. If, indeed, you were ctMiformcd 
to the principles and prafticcs of the world, you might 
conciliate their favour j but, as you differ from them 
fo widely, in confequcnce of your being feparated by 
my grace, you will excite dieir difguft. Still you 
fhould not complain, but be fotisfied, when you rc- 
coUeft, tliat you meet with no worfe reception than 


* James iii. 14. 


your 



JISUJ CHRIST* 83 

your great Mafter did. PeHecurions will be raifed 
againft you on my account, through an ignorance of God 
and of his Chrift. Be not tempted to comply with your 
enemies, or envy them their triumph; for their c^ 
is deplorably wretched. •As I have fo long preached 
amongCt them, and confirmed my doflrlnes with 
unparalleled miracles, they can fet up no plea in their 
own defence. For now it appears, that in rejefting 
me diey refift the God of heaven, who hath'bomc his 
teftimony to me. Yet, even by this unrealbnable and 
bafe oppofition, they fulfil their own feriptures, which 
have foretold it*.” 

“ My caufc, however, (hall profper, notwith* 
(landing the violence of adverfaries. The abundant 
efiufion of the Spirit, whom I will fend down from 
the Father, upon my return to him, lhall afford the 
mofl convincing evidence of the truth of the Golpel. 
You alfo, my chofen witnefles, whom I have trained 
up for the rainiftry, Ihall be fo ftrengthened and ira- 
boldened to preach the faith, that your enemies wiU 
be confounded, and multitudes of converts added to 
my Church.” 

What influence, then, do we draw from this part 
of the exhortation ? If the religion of Jefus be the 
fame, as in primkive dcties, may not fimilar confr- 
quences be expelled? The external profefilon, in¬ 
deed, as it is general among us, expofes no man to 
contempt: but the life and power of it would ftill 
render us unfalbionable, and ofrenfive to thofc, who 

• Pfsl, XXXV. 19. 
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arc gorerned by the maxims and cuftoms of the 
world. This is not to be avoided, even by the moft 
prudent and exemplary Giriftians. The zealous 
followers of Jefus will be hated, In a mcafurci as he 
was, and for that very realbn, becaufe they refembk 
Him. Does this difeourage us ? Or do we complain 
of the terms? Are we, then, inclined to join the 
fociecy of thofe, who feoff at all ferious attention to 
fpiritual things, or, at leaft, who care not for them ? 
Let us deliberate well. What will the iffue be ? 
Would not fuch a conduft imply a decided oppo- 
fition to the Saviour ? And, confidering the inftruc- 
tions and admoniiions given us, M'ould not our fm be 
unpardonable ? I ,ct us rather, therefore, meet the 
frowns of men, than provoke the vengeance of Al¬ 
mighty God. 

The promulgation of the*Golpel, through the 
effufion of the Holy Ghoft and the labours of the 
Apoftlcs, has been anfwerablc to the prediftion. But 
arc we o'orlclves brought under, its influence ? Every 
true difciple, even now, will be able to bear witnefs 
for Chrift: what, then, is our teftimony concerning 
him ? Can we tell of his power, faichfiilncls, and love, 
from our own experience, and recommend his fcrvice 
to all, from what we have known^of its blcffedncls ?, 
Atteftadons of this nature, from private and obfrurc 
C^hriftian^ might, have the happieft effeds, in filcncing 
tHp objedions of infidels, and reconciling many to 
the principles which they defpife. May jefus, our 
exalted Lord, fend down a more abundant meafure of 

his 
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Jiis Spirit upon us, that his caufe may be revived, hii 
Church enlarged, and his people animated with in- 
creafing confidence and joy in his ways, to the glory 
of his own name here ai^d hereafter to all eternity! 
Amen. 
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SECT. 38. 

^ejus concluded his addrejs to bis ApofileSy with a fre~ 
diSiion of their fufferingSy a fromje of the Spirity and 
an ajfurance of bis own return—offered up a fervent 
prayeTy for himjelfy bis ApofileSy and all believers. 

WHATErER the Saviour felt on his own account, 
in the view of his approaching fufferings, he was moft 
deeply affeftcd, as we have fecn, for the diftrelTed ftatc, 
in which he was about to leave ‘ his beloved Apoftles. 
The pafchal fupper, of which they had been partakers 
togctlier, was the laft meal in which they were to enjoy 
the communion of the fame table, before his deaths and 
afforded the laft opportui\ity for exhortation and counfol. 
A farewel, at the moment of final feparation, is always 
attended, where the bonds of union in life have been 
dear and facred, with peculiar circumftances of folem- 
nity, tendernefs, and grief It was now, that the love 
of the Saviour broke forth, refembUng that which a 
parent exprefles for his children, who are foon to be 
expofed, as helplefs orphans, to extreme calamities and 
dangers. He proceeded like foch a counfellor, to in> 
warn, and comfort them *» 


Jobo xvi. I. 


** J have 
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•* i have given you, my foithfiil followers, previous 
tnchnacions of the fomlidable oppofition, which ydu 
will have to encounter, in order that, bong prepared, 
you may not be fhaken in your minds, or induced to 
defert my caufe, when ycA enter upon the fharp con- 
fiift. Your enemies vwli pcrfccute you with a rage fb 
blind and furious, that, while they excommunicate you, 
and even put you to death, they will confidcr them- 
felves as performing a religious fervice, and bringing 
glory to God. This will arife from their ignorance of 
the righteous charafter of my Father, as well as of my 
peculiar office and dignity. In your deep diftrelTes 
you wjU rccollcft my predidtions, and find in tlicm a 
confirmation of your faidi. It was the lefs neceflary 
to give you thefe notices before, as I have hitherto 
been your conftant companion, ready to fuggefi: all 
proper counfel and ^redlion, as circumfiances' oc¬ 
curred.” 

Such was the prophecy of jefus, and we learn from 
the hiftoiy of the Apoftles, that it was exaftly verified. 
They, who ought to have been received “ as an An¬ 
gel of God,” met with general fcorn and deteftation, 
as if they were unworthy to live j and many of them 
fufiin-ed death in ks moft dreadful forms, while their 
perlecutors pleaded a regard to ctMifcience and religion. 
We read of fimilar events in other ages of the Church; 
and at the prefent day, though violence is reftrained 
and loud profeffions of candour and liberality are made, 
it is obvious, dut fervent zeal for the honour of our 
Redeemer would ezpoie us to contempt. And do not 
many among us, dirough the fear of difficulties, decline 

‘ G 4 thofe 
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iJjiolc pious exertions, which they acknowledge to be 
requifite? Or, if we " fufferTor righteoufnefs’ fake,” 
arc we not offended, and almoft induced to defert the 
fervice ? Have'we, then, forgotten the declarations-of 
jefus ? Or have dtey not‘taught us to expeft the en¬ 
mity of the world, if we woiild be the friends of God ? 
]f real godlinefs produced no oppofition, how would 
the feriptures be fulfilled? But matter of faft abun¬ 
dantly confirms their truth, and Ihould efiablilh us in 
the belief and love of the Gofpcl. 

The Apoftles were too much opprefied by the in¬ 
timations of their Lord’s departure, to propofc any 
further enquiries upon the fubjeft. But he proceeded 
to fugged fuch confiderations, as might relieve and 
comfort them. However painful my removal may 
be to you, it is highly requifite on your own account j 
for you could not otherwife obtain the influences of 
the Holy Ghoft. But now, in confequence of my 
death, this divine Agent fhall defeend upon you, and 
give an amazing efficacy to your miniflrations.' By 
his mighty operations, the world will be convinced of 
the guilt, which confifts in unbelief and rejeftion of me. 
He will teach men the nature and Efficiency of my 
righteoufnefs,' from my return to my Father at the 
completion of my work, and in the overthrow and. 
dethronement of Satan exhibit a proof of the judgment 
with which I am intrufted,’* 

“ Many things yet remwn to be more clearly un¬ 
folded to you, but for the prefent, through the errone¬ 
ous fendmencs and Urong prejudices which poflels 
your minds, you arc indifpofed to receive them, The 
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Spirit, who will be your guide and teacher, will effec¬ 
tually difpel the darknefs from your minds, and reveal 
the whole lyftcm of divine truth: and his declarations 
fhould be regarded as coming with authority from 
heaven. He will difeover future events; but his pe¬ 
culiar office will be to give you clearer and more ho¬ 
nourable conceptions of my charadler'and falvation, by 
exhibiting to your view thofe glorious pei/eftions, 
which I poflels in the fame extent as the Father.” 

Here let us paufe, and contemplate the Saviour’s 
promifes, from which we may dciive the ftrongeft 
oonfolation. However we may be inclined to lament 
his removal from the earth, we may rejoice in thofe 
incftimable benefits, which his death has procured. In 
particular, the influences of the Spirit are beftowed 
upon the Church, as jthe fruit and purchafe of his 
facrifice. It is allowed, that thefe influences were 
communicated to the Apoftles in an extraordinary 
meafure, and the peculiar circumftances of tlicir fitu- 
ation* rendered them expedient. But the Spirit yet 
continues to execute his office by his common ope¬ 
rations, according to our Lord’s defeription. He it 
is, who arrefls the carclefs finner, and fixes upon him 
a deep conviftioh of guilt, elpecially for his contempt 
of the grace of the Golpel. He gives the knowledge 
of falvation, by exhibiting to the view of the mind the 
perfect obedience of Chrift. And He alfo diredls the 
attention to the fame exalted Perfonage, in tlie charac¬ 
ter of the Almighty Governor and univerfal Judge. 
May thefe eftefts acrompany tlie labours of faithful 
minifterB in the prefenc day! For thus only tlie 

word 
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word of God is quick, and powerful, and iharper than 
any two-edged fword *thus only will it “ luve free 
courfe and be glorified f,” 

It was promifed to die Apoftles, that their igno¬ 
rance and prejudice (hould'be removed by further de¬ 
grees of illumination, particularly by larger difeoveries 
of the dignity of the Redeemer, and of the bleflingi 
which he bellows. We alfo Hand in need of, and arc 
encouraged to folicit and cxpeil, the fame gracious 
affiftancc. Have we no miftakes to be correfted, no 
wrong afFeftions to be fubdued ? I^et us pray, that the 
Holy Ghoft, who is the author of all fpiritual light 
and life, may ” guide us into all truth.” We look not 
for infallibility, or the gift of prophecy: but we may 
offer up the moft fervent fupplications, “ That the 
God of our Lord jefus Chrift, the Father of glory, 
may give unto us the Spirit o^ wildom and revelation, 
in the knowledge of Him: the eyes of our undcr- 
ilanding being enlightened; that we may know what 
is the hope of his calling, and what the riches cf the 
glory of his inheritance in the faints j;.” 

Upon our Lord’s intimating to his Apoftles, that 
he Ihould ibon depart and go to the Father, and re¬ 
turn after a Ihort interval, they were«at a loft to com¬ 
prehend his meaning. He declared, therefore, more 
explicitly, that though diflrels and anguiJh were comr 
ing upon them, fharp as the pangs of childbirth, yet as 
tliefe are fucceeded by fenfadons of peculiar delight 
after a faft delivery, fo their grief ihould be followed 
by a date of lading joy, inafmuch as he would vifit 
* Hcb« iv. fa Theff. iiL i« t Eph. i. 17, i8» 

them 
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them again. Doubdefi, he intended to foggeft, that 
by his appearance, upon his refurre^on from the dead, 
he would difperfe their fears, eftablilh thrir hopes and 
comforts, and render them dauntlcfs un 5 er future trials. 
Yet it is probable, that he had a reference to his fi¬ 
nal advent, when all his people fiiall behold his glory. 
Then, in the higheft fenfe of the words, they fhai! 
meet him ** with fongs, and evcrlafting joy upon their 
beads: they fhall obtain joy and gladnefs; and forrow 
and fighing fhall flee away*.” What ftrong confola- 
tion does this adminifter to believers! Under your 
fevereft calamities, look forwards to your Lord’s return, 
with holy exultation, for " He fhall wipe away all 
tears from your eyes f.” If lie Ihould thus intimate 
his intention ** Surely, I come quickly j” it is your 
privilege to reply, “ Amen: even fo come. Lord 
jefus t-” , 

The Saviour reminded his Apoftks, ihaf, though 
his bodily prefence ihould be withdrawn from them, 
they fhould be fo mucK more enlightened, as not to 
fland in need of the fame familiar converfe with him. 
Some degree of obfeurity refted opcwi his inftruc- 
lions during his perfonal continuance among them; 
but he promifed* to' give them by his Spirit the moft 
explicit declarations of the divine will. He prefied 
upon them the neoelTity of prayer, and taught them 
efpecially to maintain an entire dependence upon hit 
merits and mediation, in all their addrefies to the 
Father, which they had not, till that time, been in- 
ib'ufled to do in fo entprefs a manner. He added, 

• lia. xxxY. 10. f Rev. ru,. J xsii, ao. 

hkewlfe. 
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Ijkcwife,-the moft gracious afllirances, that their peti¬ 
tions, being offered up through faith in his name, 
would certainly obtain a favourable acceptance, and 
cnfure the completion of their .wiflies. This' efficacy 
he taught them to afcribe, liot only to his interccffion, 
but to the flrong affeciion, which the Father himfclf 
bore towards thwn for their warm and faithful attach¬ 
ment to him. He repeated it, therefore, for their 
encouragement, that he was then about to return to 
that high and glorious Perfonage, whofe love for them 
was the fame as his own. 

The clear and precious difeoveries, which the Savi¬ 
our promifed, the ApolUes actually received i and we, 
at this very day, enjoy the benefits of their illumina¬ 
tion. Let us value thofe authentic records, in which 
they have unfolded to our view the revelation of divine 
truth, fo wonderfully communicated to them. But 
let us not forget our need of prayer, and the great ad¬ 
vantages attending the right performance of this duty. 
We, alfo, are allowed a free acccls to God ifl the 
name of jefus. Are wc making ule of the privilege ? 
Are we imploring fplritual blefllngs with all that fer¬ 
vour, which a full conviflion of their value would 
produce ? Do we cxercifc an unfeigned reliance 
upon our exalted Interceffor ? And can wc, through 
him, approach to God, as to a loving Father, with 
confidence and joy? This is the temper and con- 
dud,, to which a firm belief of the Gofpel will infal¬ 
libly lead. 

After thefe declarations of Jefus, the ApofUcs pro- 
felTed to have received endre fatisfaftion, and an 

afTured 
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aflured pcrfuafion of his high charafter and divind 
original. But alas! they were not fufficicndy aware 
of their own weaknefs. He warned them, that, ftrorig 
as their feith might feem, the hour was at hand, when 
they would all be fo fhake® in their principles as to 
defcrt him: yet, notwichftanding their treachery, he 
rejoiced that he fhould bc.fupported by virtue of his 
union with the Father. It is not wrong to declare, 
what are our views of Chrift, and what affeftions wc 
feel towards him:. but the folemn admonition, here 
given, teaches us not to boaft of the clearnefs of our 
knowledge or the warmth of our attachment. We 
may foon be brought into fuch trials, as may ftaggcr 
and confound us, and, for a feafon at lead, be mov¬ 
ed away from the hope of the Golpel,” as if we had 
found the whole fyftem a dclufion. It will be our 
wifdom, as well as duty, under a diffidence of our- 
ifelves, to rely upon the grace of God, which alone can 
preferve us, and to pray, Uphold me according unto 
thy word, that I may live j and let me not be alhamed 
of my hope 

Yet we admire the forbearance and tendernefs of 
jefus, even in the view of their ihconftancy. He did 
not frown upon them, but encouraged them by 
an aflurance, that, through l&ith in his name, they 
fhould ftUl poflefs a conftant fource of peace, and an 
antidote to the cup of tribulation, which the world 
would foon give them to drink. And, wltile he 
warned them to look for fevere oppofition and lharp 
dillrefs from its tlTaults, he clofed his addrefs with ex¬ 
horting: 


* rtal* cxix. 11 
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Horttog them to maintam a holy cheerfulaels and cou> 
rage, in full dependence t^n Him their victorious 
liCadcr. It is the will of Jrf?s, then, that his fainting 
people ihould i}e comforted; and even that thole, who 
have betrayed an unileadii^fs in his fervice, Ihould not 
delpond, but be induced to return, and truft in his 
love, O, how large are his compa01ons! 

We alk. What are your expectations of happinels ? 
Are you lecking it in preient things i Alas 1 you 
will be miferably diiappoinced: Jefus alone can bedow 
the precious treafure, nor will you ever obtain it, till 
you be willing to receive it at his hands. You cannot 
enjoy his favour and that of the world together. If you 
follow him with fidelity and zeal, you mufl prepare to 
meet refidance, and arm yourfclves for a fcvere con¬ 
flict. He, however, whom you ferve, has already 
overcome your enemies j and,you may rejoice in this 
confidence, that they Ihall be fubUued under your feet, 
becaufe they are fallen under His. O defert not 
bis dandard, and you ihall fopn (hare in the honours 
of his triumph, and fit down with him in his king¬ 
dom I 

He had concluded his farewell addrefs to his belov¬ 
ed al;^tendants, and was now on the point of departing. 
But, that no proof might be wantir^ of his paternal 
regards, and nothing omitted which could foothe the 
pangs of Icparacion, he lifted up his eyes to heaven> 
and with fervent iptercefllons commended to God the 
Father his adopted children *. John, who was then 
prefont, has recorded the prayer} and it remains an 


* Jehnavii, i, &c. 


cverlaftlng 



JISVS CHRIST. ^ 

tvcrfaftlng monument of the ftrong and invariable at¬ 
tachment of Chrift to his Church, and enfures th« 
Providence, which lhall fave it from the m^ce of men 
and devils. It was alfo adapted to 4iis own peculiar 
circumftances, who had but a few hours more to live 
in the world j and his conduft on that occafion teaches 
us to wait for our great change in the cxercife of ar¬ 
dent devotion. It appears, indeed, as we have ob- 
ferved, to have been dilated by a tender regard to 
the fituation of his Apoftlcs, who, perplexed and 
tempted as they were, ftood in need of all that pro- 
teftion, fupport, and comfort, which he folicited hi# 
Father to grant them. The prayer, however, may 
likewife be confidered, as a pattern of that prevailing 
intcrccflion which he carries on in heaven, and which 
he will continue to offer to the end of time, for the 
benefit of every member of his Church. 

There are thofe, who reprefent it as inconfiftent 
with the doftrinc of his Godhead, that he fhould ever 
be a,fupplicant. But rfiey leem willing to forget that 
part of the Chriftian’s creed, which maintains, that 
Jefos was very man as well as very God i that as man 
he was required to fulfil all righteoufnefs,” and 
therefore among other duties to perform that of pray¬ 
er. Befides, in that ftatc of humiliation, being a par¬ 
taker of our weaknefles, he had occafion to implore 
afliftance from above, even as we ourfelves j and he 
received that afliftance in anfwer to his own petitions. 
Yet in his remarkable addrefs to Heaven, which we 
now proceed to confider, he difeovers a fupprior dig¬ 
nity. The language is fiich, as a mere man cannot 
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adopt; it will not luic any other than Him, who is our 
Immanuel, polTeflcd of two natures, ** God manifeft 
in the flclh.” 

He began wjth a requeft for himfelf. He could 
not be unmindful of his /)wn fituation, with which 
J'uch important events wero connedted. As he was 
about to clofe his work on earth, it was his earneil 
dclire to be fo fupported, that the conclufion might 
be truly-honourable. The grand, decifive hour was 
at hajid, on which the wliole of his mediatorial under¬ 
taking depended: anxious, therefore, for the glory of 
God and the falvation of his people, he prayed, that 
he miglit be fuflained in the conhi^, and crowned 
with viikory. This he IbHciccd and obtained. A di¬ 
vine power attended him in his deepefl: humiliation: 
an Angel appeared to llrengthen him in the garden ; 
his enemies were ftruck to the ground; his very judge 
teftified his innocence; the converfion of a dying fin- 
ner gave a luftre to his crofs; the heavens were dark¬ 
ened, the earth Ihook, the vciljaf the temple was rent, 
and the graves opened, in anfwer to this requeft, that 
the dignity of the Saviour might be artefted. Doubt- 
lefs, he had a view likewife to thofe fobfequent events, 
his refurredtion and afeenfion, the miraculous effufion 

t 

of the Spirit, and the efficacious influence of the Gof- 
pel: and thefo alfo have ftgnally difplayed his high 
charaftcr. 

He cbnfidercd himfelf in poflbffion of univerfal 
dominion to be exercifed with an efpccial regard 
to tlie lalvation of his people, according to the di¬ 
vine Covenant. To this end. It was neceftary for 

them 
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them to be brou^t to the knowledge of the true 
God> and of the Icheme of ^edemptu>n chrougli die 
Son. Having invariably purfued the great plan in- 
trufted to him, and being about to perfed lus engage¬ 
ments by the facrihce of himielf, he petitioned that 
he might again be admuted to participate of all that 
fplcndour of Deity, which he had enjoyed from'ever* 
lading in union with the Father, and of which he 
had diveded himfelf that he might take up his abode 
upon earth.—He is now returned to that exalted 

date, from which he defeended: and furcly, accord- 

«♦ 

ing to this deferiprion, it is meet that we adore him 
as our Lord and our God. A mere creature, or 
One raifed to be God, as Tome vainly talk, could 
not fpeak thus? lince whatever glory he now pof- 
fefles in heaven, he did polfcfs before there was any 
creation. The dodlrihe is myderious, but we re¬ 
joice in it, as laying a firm foundation for our faith 
and hope. 

Ir^ tills addrefs of Jefus to his Father, he bore 
upon his heart , the cafe of his dear followers, and 
crpecially of hb chofen Apodlcs. He,appears, in¬ 
deed, to have been more folicitous for them, than 
for himfelf; fo that, even in the mention of his own 
concerns, he had a view to their beneHc. Hb dif- 
clplcs were hlif' peculiar charge; they had been com¬ 
mitted CO him by exprefr Covenant; he had giu- 
dually trained them up for his frrvice, and faithfully 
indrufled diem in die divine will. They, on their 
part, had believed- hb declarations, underdood his 
chara&er, and* ftead£ddy attached thonfclves to his 

VoL. IV. H caufir* 
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caufe. This he reprcfcntcd, while he interceded fot 
them, exclulively of others who knew him not. He 
pleaded, that they were the objefts of his 'Father’s 
peculiar choice and love, as well as of his own. He 
argued, that in this refpeit tlierc could be no difference 
between him and the Father, and chat, as they pofleff*- 
cd the feme perfeftions, their counfcls muft accord, 
and the fame perfons be equally dear to them both. 
Being therefore about to depart, he folcmnly com¬ 
mended his favoured attendants to the care of his God, 
and prayed, that, for the honour of his name, they 
might be preferved from the fnares, to which they 
were expofed, and be knit together by an indi.Tolublc 
union of afFeftion. 

He had watched over them during his rcfidcncc 
amongft them, and had kept them in the faith; fo 
that Judas only had apoftatizetf, according to the pre¬ 
dictions of tlie feripture. And now, upon returning 
to his Father, he offered up thefc petitions in their 
prefence, that their happinefs'in him might be con¬ 
firmed and completed. He obferved, that, as thi-y 
had received his doCtrine, and, like him, dinercu Ib 
widely in conduCt and fpirit from tlte world, they 
were generally rejected with abhorrence, and no ocher 
treatment could be looked for. He was not folicitcus, 
that they fliculd be imir.edtitely taken to- heaven, 
inci’cly to avoid the violence of pcrfcciition ; he knew, 
that it was. expedient for them to ren'iain longer upon 
earth* but he prayed moft'fervcntly, that they might 
not be overcome by temptation, or betrayed into dife 
Ijpnourablc-conduft. He requtfted,-that, while they 
• - -feparated 
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feparated from finners* they might be continually ad¬ 
vancing in real holinefs, through the powerful energy 

4 

of divine truth upon their minds, for this purpofe 
he pleaded the importance of their office, as they 
were his ambaHadors, appointed to promote the grand 

objedt of his own miffion: and he exprefled his 

# 

defire, thar, as lie deviJted himfelf to his work with 
a view to their Ipiritual good, they might receive 
more abundant grace,, and feel the fandlifying in¬ 
fluence of that Golpel, which they were about to 
preach. ' 

What do we learn from all this ? Among other 
things, we cannot but remark the carnefl; concern 
of Jefds for the intereft of true religion. Thcfe his 
dear fervants, fo commiffioned, obtained a peculiar 
honour i and to the prevafency of this interceffion, 
not to any natural excellence or fuperiority in thetn,’ 
we mull aferibe their ardent zeal, their unliiakcn con¬ 
fidence, their exemplary holinefs, and amazing fuccefe. 

I .ct \hcir hiftory, from the day of Pentecoft, teftify, 
how fully his prayers were anfwcred. We rejoice 
that he ftill fends out minifters, for the enlargement 
and edifleation of his Church, that he is folicitous tb 
preferve and blcJ% them by his grace, and gives effici- 
cy to their labours. They IhCiuld ferioufly contem¬ 
plate the charadter of the Apoflrlcs as here ftated .by 
their Lord, that they may judge what manner of per- 
fons they themfelves ought to be. -It is expedient for 
them, doubtlels, as It was fer the Apofeles, to be cor¬ 
dially attaclied to the Saviour, and to poflefs an emi¬ 
nent meafure of diving knowledge, feith, and holinefi; 

* H ' a and 
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and it is equally neceffaiy to pray, that they may 
be kept from the evil of the world, united togcdier in 
lore, and lanftified through the truth, which they 
preach. Let them, therefore, commend their caufe 
to Jefus, who, as their Advo<;ate in heaven, will plead 
for them, and they Dull receive fufficient grace, as the 
fruit of his mediation. 

But private Chrrftians, as well as miaifters, may 
derive encouragement from this lolemn intercelTion 
©f Jefus. Tlwy arc all dear to himj nor can he ever 
be unmindful of their interefts. Accordingly, he ex¬ 
tended hb petitions in behalf of all thofe, who, in 
every age and country, Ihould be induced by the doc¬ 
trine of the Apoftles to place their unfeigned reliance 
upon Him. How^important to each of us is this de¬ 
claration! We are favoured w^th an authentic account 
of thofe truths, which the Apoftles taught: but have 
we been fo influenced by their word, as to believe in the 
Saviour ? If it appear, that we poflefs this faith, then 
we may conclucfe, that he pleaded for us, and tliat 
** he ofiered up prayers and flipplications with ftroiig 
crying” on our behalf. Let us carefully remark the 
blelSngs, which he has imploced, acd- expe(5k to receive 
than. * 

He pfayed, dtat all bis people mi^t be joined to^ 
gether as one body, partaking of the fame Spirir^ 
and dwelling in the Father and the Son, by a divine 
and myfterious unions even refembling that which 
iubfifts between the pciibns of the Godhead. . Thb 

A 

requdl; he urged with peculiar eamoferkcls, obferving, 
that he beftowed hb grace upon diem with a view 

to 
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to that very end, and that their clofe and affeftionate 
attachment to each other would afford a ftrong evi¬ 
dence to the world of the truth of his miffion, and 
of the love of God towards them.* Are wc awve 
of the importance of maintaining diis Chriftian con¬ 
cord ? And do we carefully avoid whatever may 
prevent or interrupt it? Are pejee and harmony 
among the different members of the Church the 
moft forcible recommendation of our religion ? Alas I 
Iiow much caufe we have to lament, that It is ex- 
pofed to the fcorn of infidels, by the bitter contentions, 
whicli have fo generally prevailed! Or, how can it 
appear, that we are the objefts of the divine com¬ 
placency, while we arc malicious and vindiflive ? O 
may tlie Saviour impart to us a more abundant mea- 
fure of his Spirit, and thereby unite us to hlmfelf and 
to each otlier in the bands of love, to the praife of his 
own grace, and our unfpcakable confolarion! 

jefus looked forward to the eternal world, and 
prayed, not only for .the credit of religion, and the 
happinefs of his people in this life, but for the con- 
fummation of their bills and glory In his immediate 
prefence foi- ever. This he claimed rather than re- 
quefted, even demanding their final falvation on the 
ground of the t'ariier’s engagements, and cverlafting 
delight in him. Let us contemplate with admiration, 
gratitude, and joy, the declaration of our Redeemer’s 
will, as here cxprclTed. It may juftly infpirc us with 
hope and confidence. If we arc believers indeed, wc 
lhall behold his glory; for that Hate of exaltation has 
been prepared for u** frpm the foundation of the 

H j world. 
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world. Such is his counfcl of mercy, which fliall not 
be fruftrated, 

Jcfus clofcd the folemn interceflion, by commend¬ 
ing to the care 'of the Father his chofen Apoftlcs, 
as diftinguifhccl from others by their knowledge of his 
tiuthj exprelTing at the fame time an earneft defire, 
that they might cp.itinue to be favoured witli an abid¬ 
ing fenfc of the Tove of God, aiicl engaging himfcif to 
take up his rcfidcncc within them.—Through the 
whole of this fccne, the Redeemer is exhibited m the 
moft endearing light i and, from the view of his com¬ 
panion and faithfulnefs, we may be imboldencd to 
truft ogrfclves under his care. He is “ the fame 
yefterday, and to day, and for ever*.” He, who was 
fo foUcitoiis, for the perfcverance and happinefs of his 
ancient difciples, will not forget or negleft the leaft 
and meaneft of his fervants in fhe prefent day. To 
all of them, without exception, he has faid, “ I will 
never leave thte, nor forfakc thee j-.” Let us rejoice 
in the fulnefs of his grace, and, long for the proinifed 
vifion of his glory. 

But does the benefit of this interceflion extend to 
every rpailer? If carnal affeftions predominate in 
your hearts, and you feel no cordial attachment to 
the Saviour, you |iave neidicr part* nor lot in tins 
matter.” He faid, I pray not for the world;” 
and does not that difiin^lion exclude you, remaining 
as you arc f "What, thcn| will you do without his 
favour ? -Whatever temporal advantages you may 
fip^ poiTcfs, you cannot inherit his kingdom j but 

* ffeb. xui. 8, .f xiii, 
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if you (lie in unbelief, you will be driven away with 
fliame and everlafting contempt. As yet, however, 
he waits to be gracious, and commands the word of 
falvation to be preached, ** Wherefore, as the Holy 
Ghoft faith, To day if yp will hear hU voice, harden 
not your hearts*.” , 

* 

'• IJcb. uL 7 , 8 . • 
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SECT. J9. 
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$ 

Je/us retired to Gethjmmiewarned his difdples-^ 

fuffered an extreme agony—was betrayed by Judas^ 

forjaken by the other Apofiles—examined before the high 

% 

priejiy condemned, and infulted. 

• » 

All the preceding circumftanccs in the life of Jcfus 
have been preparatory, and arc to be regarded as fub- 
fervient, to that important event, which wc proceed to 
confider. He came into the world, not merely to 
teach, or exhibit an example righteoufnefs, but 
chiefly to fufFer. Now the lharp conflift commences, 
now the tremendous feenc is unfolded to our view. 
ThU is not a fubjedt for amufement or curious fpcciila- 
tion: it calls for the vigorous cxercife of holy and de¬ 
vout affeftions. While wc contemplate tlie Son of 
God bowed down under his accumulated trials, let us 
learn, what our fins required, and what a debt of gra- 
titvide we owe. O blcfled Jefus, who didft ftoop fo 
low and endure fo much for our (alvatlon, help us to 
conceive, as we ought, of our own guilt anci wretched- 
nefs, and the condefeenfions of thy love! Impart to 
the jneiUmable benehts, whfob hall procured: 
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•* By thine agony -and bloody fweat, by thy crofs and 
paflion,-—Good Lord, deliver us*.” 

Jefus, having kfc the gueft: chamber, departed from 
the city with his eleven Apoftles towards the mount of 
Olives t. Upon the road i^ither, he warned them, 
that, notwithftanding their profelTions of regard, they 
Would all defert him in the hour of his cjccremity. Ac¬ 
cording to an ancient predfdion, the Sh^herd being 
fmitten, the Iheep /hould be fcattercd abroad Still 

anxious for their encouragement, he alTured them, that, 
tliough he diould be put to death, he would rife again: 
indead of upbraiding their cowardice and unbelief, he 
promifcd to meet them after that event, and appointed 
a particular place in Galilee, where he would receive 
them and confirm their faicli and love. Behold, how 
gracious the Lord b to his wavering and backfiiding 
people! “ Though thcy*faU,' they lhall not be utterly 
call downj for the Lord upholdeth them with his 
hand U." 

Not fufficiently aware of their own weaknefs, they 
could not credit the declaration of their dear Matter, 
and therefore folcmnly protefted, that they would ha¬ 
zard every thing, even life itfelf, in a fixed and refolute 
adherence to Him. Peter, in parricular, exprefled the 
ftrongeft abhorrence of the deed: but Jefus, who 
** underftandeth our thoughts afar off,” told him in 
reply, dtat that very night would witncls the lhaking 

• Liuny. + MatL xxri. Jt—56. M»rk»ir. *7—5*. 

Lake xxii. 39—53. John i«-i2. % Zeeh. xiii. 7. 

U Pfai. axarii. 24. 
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of hls confidence, his repeated perjuries, and his dlf- 
graceful denial of his Mafter. How often arc we re¬ 
minded of human depravity! By numerous inftances 
wc arc inftrudled to take heed to ourfelves, to diftruft 
cpjr hearts, and to feck "for a better fecuricy from fpi- 
ricual declenfion, than a reliance on our own firmnefs 
and conftancy.. 

jefus airived a* his intended place of retirement, a 
f»;udcn called Gcililemanc, where he had been accuf- 
l^>med to retreat, and had frequently pafled the night 
in ilcvotion. Here, probably, by prayer and medita- 
titn he nu-ant to prepare for the approaching fuffer- 
ings, of which he had a full view. When we look for 
uncommon difficulties, we ought to be, in a more efpe- 
tiivl manner, frequent and fervent in our applications 
to the throne of grace. If wc thus meet our troubles, 
we may expert to receive all'necdful fupport and con- 
folation. 

Out of the eleven, who then attended him, our Lord 
felcAed three, Peter, James, and John. Ttjey had 
been favoured with the fight of his glorious transfigu-' 
ration, and were now defigned to be witneffes of his 
deep diftrefs. With them, therefore, he retired to a 
Icparate part, end immediately began to feel an incx- 
prelTible anguifh and terror. Very remarkable are the 
words of the Evangelifts, when they attempt to deferibe 
the painful fenfations, which then came upon him 
through an invifible influence. They imply, fays the 
learned Bifliop Pcarfonj tliat he was ** fuddcnly, upon 
a prefent and immediate apprchenfion, poflefled with, 
horror, and amazement, encompaflfed with griefj 

and 
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and overwhelmed with forrow, prefled down with con- 
fternation and dcjeftion of mind, tormented witli anxiety 
and difquietudc of Ipirit*.” 

Probably, he difcovcrcd inward perplaxity and con- 
fufion by his countenance. He declared to his three 
cliofen companions, that his foul was beyond meafurc 
afflifted, and, as it were, furrounded with the very 
pains of death, and dcfircd, that they would continue 
with him in holy watchfulncfs, and pray for themfelvcs, 
tJiat they might not be brought into the perilous con- 
flidt. He then withdrew to a little diftance, tliat, be¬ 
ing quite alone, he might pour out his hc:^rt with the 
greater freedom before God. He kneeled down; he 
fell upon his face, and rcqueflied, that, if it were pofli- 
ble, the extreme diftrels, by which he was oppreflrd, 
miglit be removed or fliortcncd. He cried out, with 
exprefllons of fliarpeft anguilh, and yet of unfeigned 
fubmiflion, “ O my Father, if thus thine honour can 
be fecured, and the falvation of thy people accom- 
plilhed, let the bitter Clip, from which my nature 
flirinks, l)e taken from me. But I refign myfelf to thy 
wife and fovereign will: I decline not the work, in 
which I am engaged; and, therefore, let tiiy purpofes 
be fulfilled, whatever I may fijf&r.” 

When he liad prayed to this efFe(ft, he returned to 
his three difciples, whom he found afleep. Ah! how 
unmindful they were of their Lord’s afflidtion, and of 
die folcmn charge, which he had given them! Im¬ 
mediately he roufed them with a ferious, though gentle, 


♦ Pearfon on the Creed, p. 190. 
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admonition, upbraiding them aD, and Peter more cfpe- 
cially, for their unwillingnels to bear their pare with 
him in holy vigilance, even for fo Ihort a feafon. He 
likewife repeated his former injunftion, that they Hiould 
be upon their guard, con(Jder their danger, and-by fef> 
vent fiipplications draw down ftrength from heaven, 
againft the liour of fcverc trial. Do we alk, why they 
betrayed fuch a backwardnefs to this nccefiary duty ? 
The compafTionate Jefus accounted for it, though the 
rcafon does not furnifh an excufe: ** The fpirit truly is 
billing, but the flelh is weak.” This clearly fliewed 
the tendernefs of his difpofirion towards them. He 
tittered no pccviih complaints of their unkindnefs, but 
acknowledged their cordial attachment, and lamented 
tliat their good defines were obftrudled by the weari- 
nefs of their bodies, and the corruption of dieir nature. 

A fccond time he withdraw, and offered up fimilar 
pericions. He'declared a^in his entire fubminion to 
the Fatlier's will, and perfeft acquicfcence with that 
very appointment at which, the weaknefs of humanity 
fhuddered. On returning to his difciples, he (bund 
them once more overpowered with fieep. This ftrange 
ftupor called forth a frelh rebuke, which fo confounded 
ttiem, that they had notlung to replyi yet they were 
not awakened to any lafting attention. Let us be ad- 
monilhed of our own hardnels and LnfenGbility to the 
agonies which purchafed our redempdon. 

The Saviour redred a third time, vid prayed as be- 
fire. On that occafion, it fliould feem, he was juft 
ftnkihg under the weight of his diftreis, when an Angel 
from heaven was commiffioncd to adminiftcr fupport 

and 
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and confolation. Was the ftru^lc, then, imjnediately 
concluded? No: his confternarion remained, perhaps 
increaTed: being in an agony, engaged as it were in 
fliarp conflift, he cried to God with greater ar¬ 
dour. Such was the intenlwefs of his foul, that his 

# 

whole frame was thrown into a violent agitation. He 
was proftrate in the cold night, yet fwcat profufely; 
nay, the very blood forced its way through the innu¬ 
merable pores of his body, and fell in large drops upon 
the ground. Then, as well as at his crucifixion, th^ 
prophetical declaration was fulfilled, “ I am poured out 
like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart 
is like wax; it is melted in the midft of my bowels*.” 

Where were the difciples of Jefus, in this ftalbn of 
his extreme anguifli ? An Angel, as we have feen, 
was lent for his relief; but was there no earthly fiiend 
to fupport his drooping head ? No: he had occafion 
to lament, that he found no comforters. Thofe, who 
made the moft folemn proteftations of regard, were in¬ 
attentive to his diftrefs. The riirce moft favoured 
Apoftles, though they had been twice before reproved 
for their drowfmcls, had fallen afleep again. Their 
grief, indeed, contributed, in fome mcafure, to produce 
this effeift: but, dOubtlefs, they betrayed the weakneis 
and deficiency' of their Ipiritual principles. He re¬ 
turned, repeated his reproof^ and intimated, that it was 
too late to cJjfervc his licglcftcd injundtion, that the 
time for watching and prayer was expired, and thatdie 
fhoutd be immediately delivered into the hands of 


^ {4. 


wicked 
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wicked men. Then, having recovered from his agon/, 
and not dreading the event, he called upon them to 
arife, that they might meet the traitor, who, was ap¬ 
proaching with a band of rufEans to apprehend him. 

I'he whole of this narfetlon fills us with wonder, and 
at the fame time fuggefts the moft important inftruc- 
tions. We cannot but exprefs our furprife at the con¬ 
duit of the difciples, circumftanced as they were. 
Doubclefs, they were highly blamablc, in difregarding 
their dear Lord, when he requefted their^peculUr at¬ 
tention, and neg'eiting his repeated admonitions. But, 
while we mourn over them, rclapfing into the fame 
fault again and again, we arc reminded of our own 
depravity, and taught not to be confident of ourfelves, 
hov/cver finccrc and carnefl. wc may be in right prin¬ 
ciples ; for, though “ the Q)irit is willing, the flcih is 
weak.” * 

Our eyes arc more cfpecially fixed upon the Saviour, 
who, under his unutterable anguifii, exhibits a perfeit 
pattern of patience and m^cknefs. Let us learn to 
fulFer with the lixrae difpofition. There are infirmi¬ 
ties, attached to humanity, wliich we may feel without 
fin, fo as to flirink under the preffure, or in the profpedt, 
of calamities. We may, therefore, innocently dcfire 
the cup to pafs from us. But we are inftrudled from 
the view of jefus in the garden, to furrender up our- 
lelvcs without referve to the divine difpbfal, and to 
confult the glory of God and the falvation of men, rar 
ther than our own prelent cafe and comfort., Under 
the moft painful feelings, while we fpread our calc be¬ 
fore the Lord, and entreat his gracious interpofition« 


wc 
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■wc fliould pofTefs fuch an entire refignation, as to be 
able to fay, “ Not what I will, but what thou wilt.” 
Have we attained this temper? How far otherwifel 
Do not our trials draw forth our corruptfon, and prove 
that we arc very oppofite to the mind of Chrift ? Ah! 
what pride and petulance, what unbelief and difeontenr, 
do we betray in rtiarp affiiftipns I W-c*are ready to 
quarrel widi Jehovah for appointing us fo arduous a 
poll: we entertain hard thoughts of him, if deliverance 
be not inftantly vouchfafed; and it Ihould feem, from 
our vehement impatience, that we could wilh every 
confideration to be facrificed to our own cafe and con¬ 
venience. If this be the cafe, fu-ely we do not watch 
and'pray: v/c are not prepared for the conflift, and a 
defeat may be expefted. 

It is enquired. What could be the occafion of the 
Saviour’s extreme diftrels and remarkable • agony ? 
There was no vifible, external caufe of that perplexity 
and horror, which he difeovered. He appears not to 
have fuffered through exceffive pain of body; nor 
ought we to fuppofe, that he was terrified, merely 
under the apprchcnfion of approaching dangers, or 
that he repented of his undertaking. Never did he 
fhew more diftinguilhed courage, or more clearly 


manifeft his defire of faving fmners at any expenfe to 
hinifelf. Yet, confiftcntly with tins ajlcrrion, it may 
be allowed,^ that human nature, even in tlie holy 
Jcius, might (hudder at the profpeft of fuch fevere 
calamiticJ.* 


It is faid, that many martyrs have polTefltd gi'earcr 
compofure and intrepidity of mind, when they were' 


meeting 
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meeting death in its moil dreadful forms. But the 
comparifbn ought not to be admitted, as the circum- 
ftances are fo widely different. Jefus was alHi^ed 
in a way, and* from caufes, peculiar to himfelf: nor is 
it poflible, that any oth^ man could endure what was 
laid upon him. He Hood as “ the Repairer of the 
breach,” to ‘tarn away.from us the vengeance of our 
offended God, interpofing himfelf between us and the 
ftrokc of juftice. Therefore ** it pleafed the Lord to 
bruifehim: He hath put him to grief In that view, 
his mind fuffered much more than his body, and before 
he came to the crofs he felt inexpreflible agonies, not 
merely in the profpedk of his paflion, but from, the im¬ 
mediate hand of God prefHng his fpirit. In Gedife- 
mane, then, wliile we accompany the Saviour bowed 
down under “ the terrors of God,” wc behold the deep 
malignity of fin, and perceive, that, if we fhould an- 
fwer for our own offences, the burden would be heavier 
than we could bear. 

It fhould foem, alfo, that'Satan had confiderable in¬ 
fluence in producing or increafing the diftrefs on tliis 
remarkable occafion. Jefus had before declared, 
that the malicious adverfary was preparing to attack 
him, and probably the fiend was, then permitted to 
rent his utmoft rage, and make his fiercefo onfet 
But,-howler he might barais, he could not overcome; 
and this very confiid turned to his greUbr confofion. 
Jefoa obtained the viAory, and, as “ the^ Captain of 
our Salvation,” is able to deliver thofo who ar4 tempted 
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Onlj^ let us follow his ftandard, and we m4y exult in the 
hope of iharing his glorious conqucft. 

At the clofe of his agony, Jelus had announced to his 

difciples the approach of the traitor; &nd at that inftanc 

Judas came upon them wfth an a' med company. This 

% 

infamous ApoRle had pfevioufly fold liis Malleri and 
as he knew the place of his rcriremeht, he now took 
the opportunity of conducing a large and mixed mu,!- 
titudc of perfons, for the exprcft purpofe of fcizing him 
by force. Judas went up to addrcfs him with that vile 
hypocrify, which marked his charaftcr, endeavouring 
to conceal the bafeft defigns under the guife of friend- 
Ihip. Still profefling refpeit and afleftion, he iMuted 
his Lord, and with a kils betrayed him into the hands 
of his enemies. 

Was no refinance made, or efcape attempted ? No; 
a cutting reproof was g*ven to the traitor^ for being the 
leader in luch a bufinels and with fuch diffimulation j 
but Jefus fled not from the danger. Though he had a 
clear*vicw of all his fufferings, he advanced with amaz¬ 
ing fortitude towards the very men, who wilhed td ap¬ 
prehend him. Having declared himfelf the perfon, 
whom they fought, he difplayed his majefty through 
an invifible influence, by which they were inftanily, 
confounded, and ftruck to the ground, in his prefence. 
Alter fd remarkable a proof of his power, it was a fig- 
nal evidence of their obduracy, to refume and profe- 
cute their fidiemc. He might have eluded their pur- 
fuit; but he cheerfully lurrendered himfelf infixing 
only on one condition, that his difciples might be 
Voi. IV. I difraifled 
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dirmilTed in fafety. How kind and tender was his Col^- 
cern for his dear and affectionate attendants even tof 
the laft! 

Jefiis, the Iiigh and exalted Perfonage, wliole name 
is, King of kings, and Lerd of lords,” fubmitted^to' 
be taken into ciiftody, and even to be bt)und. Amaz-' 
ing fight indeed^ , Thofe, who accompanied him, pro^ 
pofed to refift: and Peter, witli his ufuol forwardnefs,^ 
aftuully drew a fword in his Mafter’s defence, and cut 
off the car of tlic high pried’s feivant. This was a 
hafty and imprudent ftep, for which jelbs rebuked hini, 
obferving, that fucli means of protedion were impro¬ 
per in their cafe, and generally proved deftruflive. 
He added, that, if it had been expedient, he could eafily 
have obtained the affiftance of numerous armies of 
Angels, but that, with a view to fulfil the fcriptures, 
he cheerfully acquiefeed in tht Father’s appointment, 
thouglt painful to hlmfelf. 

To prevent the bad effeft» of Peter's ralhnefs, Jefus 
immediately exerted his roiractilotis power, and healed 
the wounded perfon. He gracioyfly interfered to al¬ 
lay the refentment of the armed company, and correct 
the midakc, which might have been fatal to his dif- 
eiples. He enquired of his enemies, why they came 
againft him with fuch a formidable force, as had 
no reafon to expert oppohdon, and wlqr they had 
not feized him bcforc> when he gave them the feireft 
(^^rcunldes. But, as he renaarked, their malice, 
which had been refinuned, vm then let loofe upon him, 
and the infernal fplriu were permitted to employ their 

utmoft 
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tJtmoft influence: yet their united eflbrts could prevail 

no farther than to fulfil the prophecies of feripture. 

The fight of Jkfus, as a pnfoncr in the hands of the 

wicked, was more than any of the Apoftlcs could bear. 

Thc*y were ftaggered, as if liicy had been deluded, and 

terrified, as being left dtfencclefs. Forgetful, tliere- 

fore, of thei: late protefiations, they ^ forfook him, 

and confulced only how they might fccure themfelvcs 

by fliglit. Oh! the bafe ingratitude and treachery of 

their conduft! This defection muft have been 

more painful to Jefus, than all the violence of Ins op- 

pofers. It furnilhcs, however, fomc ufcful IclTons: it 

teaches us, not to glory in men, not to depend on the 

firmnefs of tire nioft eminent characters, nor to confide 

in any wifdom, ftrength, or goodnels of our own, as 

fufficient to preferve us in the hour of temptation. 

May God of his mercy*kecp us from falling; or elfe 

** the fiery trial,” which may poflibly come upon us, 

will prove our weaknefs in a frill more awful manner! 

They neglcCted to improve the fcafon of retirement 

allowed them; and from the fame caufes, indulgence pf 

% 

floth, and omiffion of watchfulncfr and prayer, many 

have forfaken and dilhonoured Chrift. How forcible 

$ 

an argument for attention to duty I 

But, turning our eyes to Jefus, we behold an inex- 
preflibie majefty and mecknefsin his deportment. The 
^Icndour of his divinity broke forth, even in this low 
ibte of mcannefs and abafement. His power and grace 
were both wonderfully exhibited; and, in the union of 
the two, the fecuricy .of our falvation confifrs. The 
Redeemer ftood alone, being deferted of all his gdr 

1 3 herents. 
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icrents, even thofc who had feemed moft faithful, aft(i 
who had vowed that they would die with him.- Yet 
hd exprefled no refentment j nor did be, in any mea- 
fure, depart from his purpofe^ He went through his 
work ** in the greatnefs o!’ his ftrength,'* aftuated by 
an ardent defife to accomplifh the will of God, and 
make reconciliation for Kis people, whatever he might 
endure. O look unto jefus, and confider, for what 
ends this amazing tranfadtion was defigned! Do you 
hot feel a cordial regard to him for his voluntary fub- 
jniflion to fo much contempt and fufFering ? Does it 
not confirm your hope, and infpire you with an expeft- 
adon of pardon, peace, and heaven ? 

Jefus was hurried away, as a criminal, from Geth- 
iemane to Jerufalem, and diere dragged from one part 
of the city to another. He was taken flrft to the 
houfe of Annas, and then to the palace of Caiaphas, 
the high prieft, where, it IhoUld feem, though in the 
dead of night, the principal members of the Sanhedrim 
were affcmbled, wiring to’ receive their prifoner*. 
Here he underwent an examination before his malicious 
and enraged enemies. They queftioned him concern¬ 
ing his followers and doftrine. He meekly replied, 
that he had faid nothing in a covert manner, and ap¬ 
pealed to thole, who had heard his inftruftions, as the 
proper wimefles to be interrogated on the fubjedl. For 
this gentle anlwef he received a blow, accompamed 
widi marks of difd^n, from an officer, who flood near 

^ * 

■ ♦ Matt.xxvi. 57,ic. Mark xir. 5jrc, Luke xxii. 54, &c. 
xviiia 13^27, 

him» 



JESUS CHRIST. 117 

hmi. It is no flight provocation for an innocent per- 
fon, when unjuftly apprehended and brought to trial, to 
meet with indignities from the guard, ^ho attends him, 
or the inferior minlfters o^juffice. Jcfus, howcveri 
with aftonifhing paoence, fought no vindication, but de- 
fired only to know, whether what he had fpokcn dc- 
ferved fuch treatment. 

The holy Jefus was arraigned: but what accufatlon 
was brought againft him ? Pains were taken to fur- 
nilTi, if poflible, the fhadow of a charge, on which 
his condemnation might be grounded. Rewards were 
offered to any who would peijurc thcmfelves, and deliver 
fuch a teftimony, as might afford his judges a plaufiblc 
pretext for putting him to death; a meafiire, on which 
they had determined. But perfons of that dcfcrlprion, 
and whofe aid feemed neceflary, could not readily be 
found. So ftrong a reflraint does God impofe upon 
the minds even of the diflblute and abandoned, that 
they are afrad to affirm,, what their inclinations would 
diftatc. Were not this the cafe, there would be but 
poor fecurity in fociety cither for property or life; and 
the righteous efpecially would be fo attacked b/ the 
lying tongue, that they could no longer maintain their 
place in die v/orld. 

At length two witnefles arofe, who gave in fome in¬ 
coherent accounts and grofs mifr^refentaLions of what 
Jefus had faid above three years before, concernin'-' the 
deftruddon and rebuilding of the temple*. Weak and 
abfiird as the charge was, his enemies endeavoured co' 


make 


John il. 19. 
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make it of confequence. On this ground they deter¬ 
mined to try their p'rifoncr, and accordingly, at the ap¬ 
proach of day, they removed him to the grand cham¬ 
ber of the Sanhedrim, where they lat in foil council, 
and put him upon his defence. He, however, replied 
not to the accufation, “ He was oppreffed, and he was 
afflidted, yet he opened not his mouth: He is brought 
as a lamb to the flaughter, and as a fheep before her 
Ihcarers is dumb, fo he openeth not his mouth*.’* 
They were furprilttl at his filcncej but he foil refufed 
to enter on his vindication, knowing that it could an- 
fwer no purpofe before thofe, who had refolvcd to de- 
ftroy him. 

The high prieft then required him, by the moft Ib- 
Icmn form of adjuration, to declare upon oath, whether 
.}ie was indeed the promifed NJefliah. Immediately he 
replied in the moft explicit terms, that he was, and 
maintained, that, notwithdanding his mean appearance 
and their contempt of him, they Ihould one day behold 
him in a ftate of the higheft exaltation and glory, defend¬ 
ing from heaven with divine majefiy, as the fopreme and 
univerfal Judge. This bold and open avowal of his 
charafter incenfed them the more. They confidered 
him as guilty of the moft Ihocking impiety, in claiming 
fo high a dignity, and agreed that he ought to fuJfcr 
death as a blafphemer. 

Did no one, then, arife to plead his caufe, and wipe 
off the afperfion? No: the opportunity, generally 
allowed to criminals, of producing any ^vourable 

* lU. liii, 7. 
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•eftimonies, was denied to Jefusi a drcuniftance, which 
had itfclf been prcdifted*. Two of the Sanhedrim 
diffcntcd from the refli but It does fiot appear, that 
they flood forth in his defence f. His'own difciples had 
dcferccd him. Peter and John, indeed, feemed to have 
recovered themfclves from their flight, but they followed 
lum only at a diftance, and dared nof to fpeak in his 
defence. Nay, Peter, with profane imprecations, de¬ 
nied that he had ever known him. 

The trial being ended, frefh infults wefe offered to 
Jefus. He was treated by the loweft of the fervants 
with infolcnt and cruel indignities, mocked, fpit upon, 
buffeted, blindfolded, and beaten on tlie face^ and at 
the fame time the moft vile blafphemies were uttered 
in derifton and contempt. In various inflances lie ful¬ 


filled the prophetical defeription: He was “ a reproach 
of men, and defpifed of the people;”—" he hid not his 
het from lhame and fpittinglj;.” How wonderful were 


his condcfccnfion and mccknefs, how deteftablc the in- 


juftiCc and malevolence of his perlccutors! 


• Ifa. liii. 8. “ By an opprefTwe judgment lie was taken eff; 

And his manner of life wbo would declare f” 

Bp. Lowth on this paffage obferves, that no one was punilhed 
for a capital crime, till proclamation had been made before the pri- 
foner, allowing thofe, who knew him, to give evidence in his fa¬ 
vour. But in the trial and condemnation of Jefus the uAial rule 
was not obferved: no proclamation was made for any perfon to 
bear witneft to his innocence, nor did any one voluntarily llcp forth 
to give fueh an atteftation. 

t Luke xxni. jo,; i. John xiz. 3I, 39. 

I Pfal. xxii. 6. Ifa. 1. 6. 
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What is the treatment, which the Saviour receive* 
from us ? It is generally allowed, that the condbft of 
the Jews waswrongj but is cur’s dcfenfible? It is 
poflible, that we Inay inveigh loudly and bitterly againft, 
their iniquitous proceeding?, and yet be actuated by 
fimilar dlfpofitions. This, at Icaft, we know; negleft 
and hatred of Chrift prevail among ourfelves. “ He 
is dejjrifed and rcjcfled of men*.” There are thofe 
who turn away from him with difdain, and reflife to 
bear his chara<5ler and truth vindicated. There are 
thofe, likewife, who feek for objeftions, and vent their 
rage in profane and blalphemous fpeeches againft him. 
All fuch we warn and exhort. O confidcr, whom you 
fcoin and oppofc! It is no other, than “ the Chrift, 
the Son of the bleflcd God.” And will you take part 
with his enemies ? What, then, can you expeft the 
confequcncc to be? He does not, indeed, inftantly con¬ 
found you, but for the prefent allows you to triumph, 
and Ihcw what is in your hearts. Yec " hereafter you 
lhall fee him fitting on the right hand of the po\?er of 
God, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” You muft 
Hand at his bar, ^nfwcr for your infolent contempt of 
his Gofpel, and'receive your final fcntence from his 
mouth. O turn to him now, while he waits to be gra¬ 
cious, that you may have confidence and joy before 
bim> at the great day of his appearing! Ameq, 

• Ila, liii. 3. 
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^ejui was examined before Pontius Pilate and Herod, 
Jcourged, derided, condemned, and crucified. 

We are now called to behold the moft ftupendoos 
and diftrefsful fight ever exhibited: the highcft great- 
nefs in the loweft ftate of abafemcnt; perfeft inno¬ 
cence overwhelmed with extreme fuficring; the moft: 
tranfcendent excellence treated with general con¬ 
tempt and abhorrence. It is Jefus, “ the Lord of 
glory,” who was crucified for us men and for our 
falvarion. " The holy One of God” fubmicted to 
be rartked with infamous malefaftors, to endure ex¬ 
cruciating tortures, and to be cut off by a violent 
death, as unworthy to live. This is a fight, which 
Angels, probably, viewed with allonifhment. To 
Satan the tranfaflion might feem to fuinifix matter 
of exultation for the moment; but it will certainly 
turn to his enrire and everhlting confufion. With 
what affeftions fliall we "Vegard it r A it rious con¬ 
templation of the lubjeft will ' in” in us emotions 
of godly forrow and genuine ic]»v-uunce, and infiamc 
our he ires with ir.]y love and ^c•aL It is nor a tra¬ 
gical ftftion, deiigned n^erely to move ilic palBons, 

but 
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but an awful reality, which is of unfpcakably greater 
importance, than any other occurrence in the hil- 
tory of mankind. We fliall relate the fa«5ls fimply as 
they arc recorded, deducing only thofe pradtical. re¬ 
flexions, which naturally tofrer themfclvss to our con- 
fidpration. 

JeiiK, we have feen, ha^i been already tried and 

4 

condemned by the high prieft and the grand council 
€>f die Sanhedrim. We might have expeXed, there¬ 
fore, that they would proceed to Hone him, accord¬ 
ing to their law, and as they had frequently attempted 
to do in the violence of their rage. But how then 
would the feriptures have been fulfilled ? They fore¬ 
told, that the Mefliah Ihould fuffer a particular kind of 
death, different from that which the Jewilh ftatutes 
appointed, ^ death of peculiar ignominy and cxceflive 
torture. And it, is worthy of remark, that, as the 
Jews were at this time in fubjeXion to a foreign 
yoke, and the privilege of infliXing capital punilhments 
was veiled in their conquerors, fo the code‘of the 
Roman power had annexed to the crimes of the 
bafeft of mankind the pains of crucifixion. The 
Have alone was condemned to be fufpended on the 
erofs; and to tliis was the Saviour referved. 


GnoHF-diy, Accordingly, in the morning, after all 

Loi'd-. Sanhedrim had confulted together, by 

sruc n..«n. what means they might moft sfFcXuafly 


accomplilh their wilhes in the deftruXion of Jefus, 
they commanded him again to be bound, conduXed 
him to the ju<^gment-hall of Pontius Pilate, die go¬ 
vernor, or vicegerent of the Roman Emperor, amd 

there 
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there requeftcd the immediate trial of the prifoner *, 
The Jews themfelvcs, however, under the pretence 
of a religious fcruple, refufed to enter the hall, left 
they ihould contract ceremonial uncleannefs from a 
place, which belonged to fhe Gentiles, and be unfitted 
for a participation of the lacrifices, offered at the paff- 
over. Nothing could more ftrongly mark their hy- 
pocrify. At the very time they were filled with ma¬ 
lignant rage, and intent on Ihedding innocent blood, 
they were unwilling to omit the outward forms of 
devotion, and dreaded a ritual defilement. To what 
purpofe, we afk, are men exadt in external obfcrvances, 
while the vileft affcdlions maintain an afccndancy in 
their hearts ? Is the Lord God, who tricth the reins, 
thus to be impoied on by an empty Ihew, or the mere 
profeflions of regard to his fervice ? 

Pilate condefeended to comply with their fcruples, 
and inftituted his examination of the prifoner in the 
open air. He enquired, therefore, what charge they 
urged againft him; tfiey replied, that he had been 
convifted before them, as a notorious malefadtor. 
But, not choofing to proceed upon fo general a decla¬ 
ration, or folicicous to be rid of the difagrecable bufi- 
nels, he defined them to take the matter into their own 
hands, and manage the profecutlon according to their 
law. Tliey pleaded, however, that they could not in- 
fii(5t a capital puniihmcnc, without his exprefs warranL 
They f^, “ It is not lawful for us to put any man to 
death i” confeffmg on this occafion with readinefs, 

• Matt, xxvll. 1. 2, II— 33. Mark XV. I — 14, Luke xxiu. 
I—*3. John xvui. 28, ate. 
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what they were generally unwilling to do, their fub- 
je£Uon to the Roman power. But all thefe circum- 
fiances were fo ordered, that tlie feriptures might have 
their complcdojv,* by the particular mode in which Jc- 
fus fuffered. The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, 
and renders all events fubfirvient to his own pur- 
pofes. 

To Incenfc the Rom?r,« ./-il.ift the prifoner, the 
Jews alleged, that he iuid been guilty of feditious 
praikices, having oppofed the payment of the Empe¬ 
ror’s tribute, and claimed regal honours to himfelf. 
Many-other charges they preferred, endeavouring to 

4 

traduce his character by the bafeft infinuations. To 
all thefe he made no reply, being content to bear re¬ 
proach for our fakes: and his patient filence firuck 
even Pilate with aftonirtiment, 

The governor then returned into the hall, and ex¬ 
amined him more privately refpedling thofe treafon- 
able defigns, of which Ke was accufed. jefus argued, 
that the peaceable deportment of himfelf and Ms fol¬ 
lowers fiifficiently proved, that he aimed not at tempo¬ 
ral dominion: yet he maintained, that he came into 
the world on purpofe to eftablifti another fort of king¬ 
dom, and concluded with a folemn admonition to his 
judge, to attend to the important truth, which he then 
witnefled before him. Pilate, probably being afFedted 
with this declaration, put the quefiion, “ What is 
truth ?” but he waited not, perhaps wilbed not, for an 
anfwcr. Ah! how many begin, but foon give up, 
tile momentous enquiry, being drawn afide to fome 

Dth^r 
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«ther objeft, before they obtain any farisfaSory infor¬ 
mation. 

Pilate, however, being convinced of the innocence 
of Jefus, went out ag«un, and bore ai> honourable tef- 
timony in his favour b^foreahis accufers, aHertlng, that 
he had found no .^ult in •him. But this very atte(l:a- 
tion enraged them the morej and immediately, with 
Hill greater vehemence, they cliarged him as the au¬ 
thor of tumult and fedition througboiK the country, 
from Galilee to Jenifalem. From the,mention of Ga¬ 
lilee, it appeared, that the prifoner properly belonged 
to the jurifdiftion of Herod, the tctrarch of that dif- 
tri£l, who was then at Jerufaiem: accordingly, Pilate 
referred the matter to his decifion, defu’ous to gain his 
favour, and to relieve himfelf fnim trouble. 

Herod was the man, who had beheaded the Baptiff. 
He rejoiced to fee Jefus, probably from the motive of 
mere curiofity, as he had heard fo much of this famous 
worker of miracles. Here, alfo, Jefus underwent a 
triaii^but to the many quefrions, which the king pro« 
pofed, he made no reply. The Jcwifli doftors, in 
their great zeal, followed him, and urged their malici¬ 
ous accufetions: yet no proofs of guilt were produced. 

Herod and his foldiers treated him with the utmoft 

% 

fcorn, as a poor contemptible creature, unworthy of 
any notice: having clothed him with fome Iplendi^ 
vcftmenc, in derilion of his pretenfions to royalty, he 
fent him back again to Pilate. 

Was the matter, then, determined? No; further in- 
fults and cruelties were frill in referve. Had the Ro¬ 
man governor been upright, he would infrantly have 

difmifled 
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dilmilTed the prifoner. He was convinced of his InnO^ 
cence, and the more fo from Herod’s examination. 
Having, therefore, again fummoned his opponents, he 
declared his belief, that their charges were groundlcfs, 
and propofed to releafe him^kthough not without fcourg- 
ing. Probably, he thoughc that a flight kind of pu- 
nifliment would pacify their minds, and that Ibmething 
muft be conceded to their rage. Through the whole of* 
his conduft you obferve the Chara£^er of a mean, time- 
ferving man, refifting and at laft ftifling the diftates of 
his confcicnce, merely to conciliate the Jews, whom 
he had incenfed by his former aufterities. If,.as he 
declared, he found no fault in the perfon accufed, why 
did he not firmly maintain his caufc againft his malevo¬ 
lent perfccutors ? And efpecially, why did he offer to 
chaftife an innocent man ? It was a dccifive proof of 
his want of integrity that he fiad not courage to ail 
agreeably to his own conviilions. 

At the pallbver, the people were ufually gratified 
by the Roman governor with the difeharge ofifome 
one prifoner, whom they defircd. . Pilate, therefore, 
requefted, that Jefus *might be fet at liberty on that 
occafion. But Barabbas, a robber and a murderer, 
was preferred before the Saviour and the Prince of 
life. Three times together the whole body of the 
populace, urged on by their rulers, with great vehe¬ 
mence oppofed his releafe, and cried out, ** Away 
with him, crucify him, crucify him.” To thefc tu¬ 
multuous clamours, after fomc faint refiftance, the 
weak, the unrighteous judge fubmitted, probably 
confidcring it as a matter of nccelTity, that their 

rage 
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Mge miift be appeafed, even by tlie fieri fice of the 

Yet fent«ice was not immediately pronoimced^ 
Pilate ftill endeavoured to favc the lifo of Jefus, and, 
it is fuppofed, with that view proceeded to fcourge 
him, hoping that his enemies would then be f^isficd# 
and no further afts of violence called fyn*. This, of 
itfelf, was a vile indigniry; but more ignomuiious 
ufage and far greater cruelties fucceeded. 'rjie lio- 
man foldicrs concluded that he was now delivered into 

4 

their power, and began to treat him with infoienc epn- 
tempt, as if he were an objedt for fport. They de¬ 
rided his claims of majefty, and clothed him with pur¬ 
ple and fcarlet; tlicy ci-owned him with tliorns, (.\vhich 
pierced into his temples and occafioned exti’cmc an- 
guifh) put a reed into his right hand, in refemblance 
of a feeptre, and then with bended knees paid their ho¬ 
mage to him, as king of the Jews. Nor did their 
fcornful abufes ftop here. With fhamclcfs wanconneli 
and barbarity, they fpit upon him, and fmote him on 
the head, diat his crown of thorns might give him more 
excruciating pain. 

Even this did not fuffice, Pilate brought him' rorth 
again before the people, bearing the marks of that con¬ 
tempt and cruelty, with which he had been treated, ar¬ 
rayed in mock majefty, and having his face defiled and 
covered with blood. Probably, he fuppofed, that their 
compafBoo might at length be excited; and therefore 
having once more declared, that jefus had not been 
convifted of any guilt, he exclaimed, « Behold the 

4 

• Mwt.»tyiL 84.-3u Mwk xv. If—20. Luke xxU: *4, 
>5. Joba xiz. 1—16. 
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man.” As . if he had faid, “ While you view dig 

wrecchednefs of the prifoner, upon whom no fault is 

proved, let your refentment be appeafed, and all further 

pcrfecution cea<c.” But, to prevent lenient meafurcs, 

their very teachers and leaders cried out with the fame 
0 

ac-imovlious fpirit as befoVe, “ Crucify him, crucify 
him.” In vain did tlic judjye continue to aflert his in¬ 
nocence : they now varied their accufation, and infilled 
that he ought to die as a blafphemer, becaufc he had 
cla.imed divine perfedtions, in maintaining that he was 
the Son of God. This gave a frefh alarm to Pilate, 
who therefore withdrew from the multitude, and de¬ 
manded of Jefus, what was his original. Our Lord, 
however, refufed to anfwer the enquiries of a man,- 
who would not a6t according to his confcience. This 
filence the governor confidered as a contempt of his 
authority: but he was then Reminded, that his boafted 
power to favc or to deftroy was to be aferibed to a pe¬ 
culiar permiflion of Providence, and that he, though 
guilty, was lefs culpable chan the promoters of • the ini¬ 
quitous perfecution^ 

Pilate, being now more than ever convinced of the 
prifoncr’s innocence, endeavoured to obtain his dif* 
charge. But frefh and ftrongcr accufetions were urg¬ 
ed, and he himfelf was threatened, as being a traitor, 
an enemy to (^asfar, if he fbould acquit the perfon, 
who claimed regal honours- Intimidated by fuch a 
reprefentation, he placed himfelf on the feat of judg¬ 
ment, and prepared to pafiT the fblemn fentencc. 
Yet, probably in dcrifion of thofc fears, which t^c 
Jews feemed to entertain for the eftablifhed govern- 
snenc from fuch an opponent, he brought him forth 

again. 
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hgain, and cried^ ** Behold your king!” They re- 
jeftcd him, as before, with exprcffions of the utmoft 
difdain, and demanded his crucifixion. 

What, then, remained to be dohe? Pilate found 
that all his endeavours to ^juiet the rage of the people 
were ineffedtual j and, he was determined to gratify 
them at any rate, he cojifented to the' death of Jefus. 
But how fhall his own confcience be pacified ? As 
a wretched expedient for the removal of his fcruplcs, 
he wafhed his hands in the prcfcnce of the multitude, 
declaring in a folemn manner, that they, and not he, 
muft anfwer for the blood of this innocent perfon, 
whom they forced him to condemn. Unhappy Pi¬ 
late ! how much better would it have been for thee 
to have maintained a firm and inviolable regard to 
rightcoufnefs and juftice, and confulted thy own con- 
viftions, rather than the clamours cf a mob! What 
availed thy temporizing fchemes ! They betrayed tlie 
bafenefs of thy charader, increafed thy guilt, and haf- 
tened fhy deftniftion *. ' 

The cafe of the Jews was ftill more deplorable. 
Determined to hazard every confequence, if only Iheir 
refentment might be gratified by the death of Jefus, 
they replied, His blood be on us, and on our cliil- 
dren.” Thus they entailed the divine curfe upon 
themfelves and their poRcrity, for the murder of the 
Son of God. And we know, that the vengeance of 
heaven has fallen in a remarkable manner upon that 


Pilate wai foon afterwards depolcd from his' government, 
through the accufatlons of die Jews, whom he had fo ftjdied 
to plcafe; and it is laid, that he peiiibed miferably, by his own 
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miferable people, and concinues to purfue them to this 
day, for the part they took in that horrid tranfaftion. 

At length the unrighteous judge pronounced the 
av/ful fcnccnce, tfiat the holy Jefus, whom he had re¬ 
peatedly declared to be a blamclefs charafter, fliould 
be delivered to the will of the enraged mukicude, to 
expire under the ycry fevere tortures of crucifixion. 

Here let os paufc, that we may indulge our ferioua 
meditations on the whole of thk amazing tranfaftion, 
“ Confidcr Him, that endured fuch contradi^lion of 
finners againft hiralclf Recollecl the high dignity 
of die fufferer, and the caufe of his voluntary humi¬ 
liation i and then every circumllancc, here relatcti, 
will excite your devout aftonifbmcnt. While you 
view widi terror the obftinate and malignant rage of 
his enemies, you will admire and praife the condefeen- 
,^ons of his love. Fix your Kgard upon liim in this 
ftate of deep abafement. “ Behold the man!” He 
is indeed “ a man of Ibrrows and acquainted witli 
grief-fi” yet he is no other dian ** the man, who is 
the fellow of the Lord of hofts j;.” He fubmitted t® 
'be an objeft of fporc and derifion to thofe, who were 
the creatures of his hands. He endured the vileft 
indignities from them, when he might have configned 
them to deftruflion. He flood with filence and for¬ 
bearance bcfo.re his accufers, and reCfted not the vio- 
knee of fuch as buffeted and fcourged him. We are 
ready to wonder, that he did not ftrike dumb the 
tongue of the flanderer and bufy mocker, and that he did 
not unnerve the injurious arm, that was lifted up againfl 

• Hcb. xii. 3. t R** hih 3. I Zeeb, xiii. 7. 
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him. But we learn from him ** to take it patiently,’* 
whenever “ for confcicnce toward God we endure 
grief, fufFering wrongfully i” " becaule Chrift alfo fuf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example, that we fhould fol¬ 
low his fteps: who, when lie was reviled, reviled not 
again: when he fuffered, *he threatened not, but com¬ 
mitted himfelf to Him, that judgeth rtghtcoufly 

In all thefe variotis circumfrances, likewife, we 

mark the exaA completion of ancient prophecies. 

Thus Mcfllah fpcaks, ” The mouth of the wicked, 

and the mouth of the deceitful are opened againft me: 

they have fpoken againft me with a lying tongue. 

They compafled me 2 d>out alfo with words of hatred; 

and fought againft me without a caufc f.” But I, 

as a deaf man, heard not { and I was as a dumb man, 

that opencth not his mouth 4^.’* I gave my back 

to the fmiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked ofF 

the hair: I hid not my face from lhame and fpit- 

ting§.” We are, therefore, to regard the divine pur- 

pofe in thefe minute events. The Jews and Romans, 

while they were left to the influence of their own 

pafllons, became the inftruments of accomplifliing 

the feriptures and the decrees of God. Thus the 

Apofrles interpreted die matter, when they laid, 

** Of a truth againft diy holy child Jefus, whom thou 

baft anoint^, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with 

the Gentiles and the people of Ifi-ael, were gathered 

together, for to do ^atfoever thy hand and thy coun- 

fol determined before to be done ||.” Such a view of 

• 
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the government of God, as overruling even the viteft 
defigns of his enemies for his own glory, may tend to 
give us coinpofure, confidence, and joy, under the 
darkefi: dilpcnfations. 

Tiie promoters of this malicious profecution carried 
their point, and triumphed in the vidtory. The very 
fcritcnce was palfid, which they had fo eagerly defir- 
cd: and immediately, after fome frefli inftilts offered 
to the prifoner, they proceeded to tlte execution *. A 
crofs, the inftrument of torture and death, was pre¬ 
pared, and, part of the cumbrous load being l:Ud upon 
him, lie was compelled to bear it, fo long as his faint¬ 
ing body could fupport the burden. Thus oppreffed, 
he was led forth through the ftrects of the city towards 
Golgotha, that, according to the typical reprc.fentations 
of the jewilh facrifices, he might “ fuffer without 
the gate f.” ^ 

What an awfiil procelTion was tins! Jefus, the Son 
of God and the Saviour of men, whofe whole life had 
been fpent in works of mercy, condu(fted, amidft the 
general execrations of the people, as an atrocious cri¬ 
minal, " appointed to die!” Did not his oppofers re¬ 
lent at the fight of his mifery ? The mofl: notorious of¬ 
fenders in our country, when cut off from fociety by the 
fentence of.the law, arc pitied and prayed for-by the 
furrounding mulfitudes. There are few fpefbators, on 
fuch an occafion, whofe cheeks arc not bedewed with 
tears of compaffion. But Jefus was treated with infulc 
and difdaio, even in this lafe tremendous feene. 

. * Mat. xxviii 31—'35- Mar. xv. 20-^24. Luke xxUI. 2 £-t- 33. 
John xix. 16—>18. t Heb. xiii. IX, iz. 


At 



J£SUS CHRIST. 


*33 

Ac length he was relieved from the preflure of hU 
burden, probably becaufe he fainted. His litcenclants, 
not from kindnefs, but to prelerve his life for public 
execution, compelled Simon a Cyrertean, whom they 
met by the way, and perhtkps fufpefted of being a dif- 
ciple, to bear the crofs in his ftead. 

Immenfe crowds of ^leople joined' the proccfTion, 
and among the reft were fome females, wh6, being 
deeply affected by die view of his fufferings, dared to 
exprels their tender commiferation. To them the lov¬ 
ing Saviour looked with kind regard, and, declaring 
his own readinefs to endure the utmolt extremity, ex¬ 
horted them to referve their tears for other purpofes,' 
and bewail the mifcrics, which were then about to fall 
iipctfi themfelves, their families, and their devoted 
country. He predicted, chat fuch would be the gene- 
ral defolation of the land, and fuch the diftreffes of mo¬ 
thers for their children, that barrennefs would be ac¬ 
counted a peculiar happinefs, and that his exulting ene¬ 
mies would fliortly be’fo opprefled by terror' and de- 
ipair, as to long for an immediate diflblution, even by 
the moft violent means. He added; that, confidering 
the difference of their charafter from his, they could 
not look for the fupports, which he experienced, and 
that they were as dry fuel prepared for. the burning. 

How folcmn the admonition! • And how needful is it 

% 

mu to weep for the multitudes, who remain in avowed 
Oppolition to Chrift 1 Miferies, inconceivably mote 
dreadful than any temporal calamities, are coming upon 
them; fo that, in the horror of their fouls, they will 
wiih for utter annihilation, and fay to the mountains 

K $ and 
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and rocks> " Fall on us', and hide us from the fa^ of 
Him that fitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb: fsr the great day of his wrath is come; 
and who fhall be able to ftand * ?” 

Having arrived at the‘appointed place, they of- 
feral him a cup to drink, not to alleviate but in* 
creafe his diftrefs. It wis a-bitter potion i and he rc- 
fufed it? Some have fuppolcd that a different draught 
of a pleafant and generous cordial was prepared by 
his friends { and char, as he did not with for any 
mitigation of his pain, he would not avail himfetf of 
their ktndnels. 

The execution immediately followed. His hands 
being ftrecched out upon the tranfverfc beam, and his 
feet fixed to the upr^ht part of the crofs, thofc tender 
and fcnfible members of the body were pierced through 
and nailed to the wood. The crofs was then ere£bed 
and faflened in the ground; and the holy fu^rer 
remained fufpended in extreme anguifh. Such was 
the fituation of Jefus, when )ie ** made hb fdbl an 
offering for fin.” - 

- And here, while we paufo, that wr may indulge our 
devout meditations, the enquiry hlmoff forces itfelf 
upon us. Why was all this permitted? We arc loft 
in wonder: yet, myftcrious as the plan may be, God 
fulfilled his own purpofes in the whole of this fihgular 
tranfaftion. Thus it had beendetermined ih the 
counfek of infinite wifdom; and therefore " rfius it 
behoved Chrift to fuffer.” The forlptwes c( the old 
tcllamcnt had predifted the grand event with all ks 

• Rev. vi. 16, 17, 
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.vssriotis circumftances: and it could not be other- 

wife, but that every type and prophecy muft have its 

/ 

full accomplUhment. 

It feemed unlikely, that jefus (Hbuld die by cru¬ 
cifixion, becaufe this w45 a Roman not a Jewifh 
punilhment} and it migTit have been expected, from 
the fury of the people, that thcy-^ould have dif- 
patched him fuddody, without waiting for a formal 
trial or judicial procefs. But, amidft all the commo¬ 
tions which may arife from human machinations, “ the 
Lord rdgnedi,” and the wrath of man fhall praifc 
him While the enemies of Jefus followed their 
own devices, their pafllons were over-ruled, in order 
that the great Antitype might anfwcr to all die ancient 
fibres, by the manner of his death. 

Ifaac was directed to be offered as an oblation to 
God, and himfelf earned the wood, which was de- 
figned to confumc hk body: and thus be rq^re- 
fenced d>e Redeemer, the appoir^d vlftim for the 
expiation of cur.giulc^ bearing his crofs to Calvary. 
By the pafchal lamb intimation had been given to 
ihe Church for many preceding ages, thK “ the 
Lamb of God” fhould be Bain to take away the 
fins the world, and yet be fo remark^ly pre- 
ferved 1^ the divine {Evidence, even in his er- 
ti!!6me fuBering}, dut not a booe fhotdd be broken f. 
The crofs of Chrift, as die means of our deliverance, 
was fbll more cleaily exhUMted by the brafen fer- 
fientj Ufeed up on a^pole fbr the cure of the wounded 

* P£d. Ixxvl to. f-Bicod. xfi. 46. John xuc. 36. 
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Ifraelites in the wildernefs *. From the hiftory be¬ 
fore us it appears, that each of thefe figns has re¬ 
ceived an exaft completion. 

Some exprcfs predictions, alfo, rendered tliis par¬ 
ticular kind of death cxpcdtcnc and neceflary. Thus 
tlic Mefliah Ipeaks by David, They pierced my 
hands and my feet t»” and .by Zechariah, “ They 
fhall look upon me whom they have pierced J.” 
The PIERCING of the body, efpecially in the parts 
here fpcciticd, evidently denoted crucifixion. Now, 
fuppofc for a moment, that jefus had fuffered in 
any odier way, thefe prophecies would have failed, 
and he himfclf been found an impuftor and deceiver r 
for he had declared, that he Ihould be delivered 
to the Gentiles, to be mocked, and feourged, and 

CRUCIFIED §. 

But, in contemplating this lubjeCt, let us not reft 
in Ipeculation. If before our eyes Jefus Chrift 
hath been evidently fet forth, crucified among us,” 
we ought to be filled with admiration of his grace, 
with gratitude, love, and zeal. To behold fuch a 
fight even with indifference, betrays a lamentable 
ftupor of the raind, and an alienation of the foul 
from the life of God. A proper view of the Saviour 
** fuffering for fins, the juft for the unjuft,’* wiH 
command our attention, and nnfpire us with all holy 
affections. If Wc underftand the nature a'nd value of 
the object here propoftd, the whole world, with all 
its boafted enjoyments, will appear little in our eftl- 

* Jolm iii. 14, 15. f .Pfal. xxii. 16. Zech. xii. lO* 
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mation. We lhall determine to know nothing, and 
glory in nothing, but Jefus Chrift, and him crucifi¬ 
ed *. We lhall perceive fm to be “ exceeding fin- 
ful,” refolve that “ our old man” an3 all his corrupt 
members lhall be niortified*with Chrift, and dread the 
thought of “ crucifying ^e Son of God afrclh, and 
putting him to an open*lhame.” The crofs, when 
apprehended by faith, will appear to contain a com¬ 
plete remedy for the necelTities of our guilty fouls i 
and while, through this expedient, we approach to 
God with confidence and joy, we lhall burn with 
eager defire, that the blelTed myftery may be pro¬ 
claimed throughout the earth, and finners of every de- 
fcrlption perfuaded to confefs the faith of Chrift 
crucified t.” We lhall feel our obligations more forci- 
cibly than words can exprefs, and our conftant en¬ 
quiry will be, ** What lhall 1 render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits J ?” 

Has the fubjeft produced in us fuch effedts. as thefe ? 

It is jfllowed, that even fmccre and eminent believers 

are lhamcfully defeftivc in love to the Redeemer. 

But, we fear, there are thoufands among us, who 

have never been brought under the influence of this 

divine principle. ** The preaching of the crofa” is 

to fome “ a Humbling block,” and to others “ fool- 

ilhnefs §.” Through ignorance, pride, and unbe- 

. lief, they prefumptuoufly cavil at and deride it j but 

may we thankfully and joyfully receive it, a:i bri/ig- 

ing the higheft glory to God, no Icfs than complete 

% 
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exvi. 12, $iCor. i. 2j. 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

ialvation to man! May it be riiade cfFeftual to fub- 
due in m all haughcinefs of fprit, the love of fin 
and of the world! May it eftablifli us in peace and 
confidence toward God, and give us the viftory over 
death 1 Then, having gained an admiflk>n into heaven, 
we lhall fing for ever, ** Worthy is the Lamb, that 

g 

was (lain, and Hath redeemed us to God by his own 

blood.” Amen. 
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SECT. 4X. 

JeJui^ banging on the crejsy preyed for his murder¬ 
ers—^as reviled—cctrforted the penitent thief—com- 
plained of dejertion — expired—was pier ted—taken down 
end buried^ 

f 

The gloty of the Sa^noiir broke forth at various 
times throughout his .hamlliarion, to the aftomfh- 
ment of many beholders. Even at the laft, hb dig¬ 
nity, when moft obfeured, was illiiftrioofly difplay* 
cd. There were certain circumftaaces, attehdirrg 
his Jeepeft abafetticnt, which in a peculiar manfler 
Command our reverence, and conciliate , our efteem. 
While theft are propofed to our ftrious co'ntenr- 
plation, we fhall look beyond the meannefs of his ap¬ 
pearance, and, perceiving the real excellency of his 
charafter, we fhall be conftraned to admire, love, 
and praite him. 

Wc have already accompanied our Lord to Cal- 
tary, where his lacred body was ftretched out wth 
extreme anguifti, pierced in its cendereft parts, fef- 
tened to the wood, and exhibited as a fpe^lacle of in- 
Amy and contempt to (Ui the people. Wenowrecurn 

to 
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to the painful, chough moll inftru(5live, fight, and fol¬ 
low him in our meditations from the crofs to tlie gftve. 
May we be made conformable to him in his fufFerings, 
and our old man be crucified with him, that the 

body of fin may be, deftroyed • !'* As “ by thy crois 

$ 

and palTion,” fo “ by thy precious death and burial. 
Good Lord, deliver us f 1” • 

If we advert to the circumftanccs of his cruci¬ 
fixion, what do we behold in the conduft of his ene¬ 
mies, but infatiable rage and cruelty? What do \Ve 
fee in him, but unexampled meeknefs, patience, and 
companion? He offered no refiftance to their vio¬ 
lence, but calmly rcfigned himfelf, “ as a lamb to 
the {laughterHe was folicitous for the falvation 
of his murderers, rather than for his own perfonal cafe 
and deliverance. While he commended them to the 

f 

divine mercy, he manifefled the riches of his grace. 
Even in his dying moments, ** he made intercelBon 
for the tranfgrcffors He faid, “ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do |.” * 

What an eminent pattern is thL 1 He not only 
taught, but pradtifed, gentlenefs, forbearance, and 
love to the moft malicious perfccutors: he poured 
out his heart in fervent fupplication for them. He 
had frequently difeovered the fame difpofition on for¬ 
mer occafions: but no inftance can be compared to 
this. After the vilcil indignities put upon him, at 
the very time when lus blood-thirfty enemies were 
exerting the utmoft efforts of their rage, and he 
was bleeding under their hands, he pitied their blind- 

* Rom. vi. 6. t LiU0>'. | Ifa. UU. 7.') 12, |} Luke xxuL $4. 

nefsi 
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nefs; for they uriderftood not the fmfulncfs and dan¬ 
ger of their conduit: he grieved for their mifcrable 
ftate, and prayed that they might not come into final 
condemnation. How few even attempt to imitate the 
bright example! It muft, however, be allowed, that 
the proud, the implacable; and revengeful, who con- 
ftitute a numerous company, bear no, »efemblancc to 
Jefus. 

Here the Redeemer has afforded us a reprefenta- 
ticn of his gracious intercefiion in behklf of finners; 
as Mediator between God and man, he is continually 
offering up a fimilar petition in heaven. There may 
be thofe, who Ihew the moft decided and contemptu¬ 
ous oppofition both to him and his people, for whom 
he pleads the meric of his blood as an adequate atone¬ 
ment, and may flili be confidered as fpeaking to the 
fame effeft, " Father,®forgivc thcrai for they know 
not what they do.” 

The foldiers, who nailed him to the crofs, having 
(tripped him of his garments, divided them among 

ft 

themfelves * j yet even in that divifion their minds 
were fo overruled by a divine influence, that ritey 
fulfilled an exprefs prophecy, and gave further evi¬ 
dence, that Jefus was indeed the Chrift. For thus 
had Mefliah fpoken by David his progenitor, “ They 
part my garments among them, and caft lots upon-my 
veftiire f.” After this, they continued to watch him, 
that none might attempt a refciie. 

Probably with the view of expofmg him to ridicule, 

• Malt, xxvii. 3J— /,.f. M.nr xv. 24—32. JLu. xxiii. 34—43. 
John xlx. 19—24, t Plat. xxii. <8. 
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an mrcri|}tlon> in the three lai^ages generally ufed 
and tmderftood} was fixed over hb head, deiiding 
Jus clainw of ra^efty: " This U Jefus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews.’* The chief priefis, indeed, 
were diigofted, that thc% Ibould be repreieoted as 
the of ib contemptible a king, petitioned 

that the wricii^ might be altered. But Pilate refijfed 
to comply with their wifhes; and that very title, in¬ 
tended to xeproach the Saviour, was fo ordered under 
dtf; divine dire^on, as to exjHcfs the honourable cha- 
la^ler and office, which he fuftains for the benefit of 
the true Ifrael. 

Was not the rage of the people at length fatiated ? 
Were no tokens of compaffion fhewn to the holy 
fuffitrer? No: quite the contrary. All ranks feem- 
ed <to unite and vie vneh each other, while they in- 
ijiilKd hhn by the moft fcornful and oppobrious 
ipeeches. The mob furrounded and reviled h»ni. 
Eyen thofe, who were pafling on the road, ftopped 
to amufe themfelves with his mifery, ridicul^ the 
abfurdity of lus pretending to be the Son of God and 
to cebuild the temple, and with virulent abule called 
Upon him to make good his claims by efcapmg out 
of the hands of jufiice. But ihall we wonder at the 
ipdilh iheers of a thoughtlefs multitude, when their 
fiiperiors let die example? In this cafe, perfons of 
audtority and of the facred iun^on led the way, and 
" were chief in the trefpals.” They afide their 
^gpity, and nuxed in the tumultuous crowd, that 
they might promote the general outcry againft the 
Saviour, and deride his hclplcfs fituation. As it had 
5 been 
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been alleged diat he had faved fo znany*otlttrs by zni- 
racles, they now, in a (hidunfvd manner, required him 
to fave himfelf, and promifed that they would believe 
him to be the Chrift of God, if he would prove his di¬ 
vine power by coming dowq.from the crofs. 

How weak, as well as wicked, were thefe fpeeches! 
To have refeued himielf, would have been ineonfiftenc 
with the great defign of his incarnation. We rg<xce, 
that, in order to accompldh falvatlon for others, he 
would not accept deliverance. It would have been 
eafy for him by one (ingle exertion tb have obtained 
his rcleafc; nor would this have exceeded, in ftrengch 
of evidence, many of thofc works which he had per¬ 
formed in their prelence. Had their prefumptuoua 
demands been granted, fuch were the pride and ob- 
(iinacy of their hearts, there had (lill been no hope, 
that they would have acknowledged him in hU proper 
clur|(5l:cr. Men are deceived, when they (uppoie, 
that fome ftriking appearance or intcrpohtioji, a& an 
additional proof of revelation, would' remove their 
unbelief They, who arrogantly reje^ what is of¬ 
fered, would not be convinced by any demonftration 
whatever. 

. The (bldiers, alfo, joined in the (ame bla^ibeci^ui 
reproaches, c^llng oa ' the Redeemer to hi$ 

pretended royahy by efcaping out of their hands i 
\fhich they foolilhly thought impbfllble. Thus that 
prophetic declaration was remarkably accomplilh^ I 
** All they that fee roe laugh me to (com: they 
(hoot out the lip, t(icy (hake the head, layings He 
trufted on the Lord, that he would deliver him: let 

him 



144 SCRIPTURE CHARAgTE'RS. 

him deliver hrm, feeing he delighted in him How 
Rftoniftiing, that, in tiicir profine fncers, tJiey applial 
the very words, and in die exadt fenfe, which had 
been predidted h 

Two atrocious malefadlors were Crticificd with 
Jcfusi 'he was placed between them, that he might 
lie under the ^eatcr odium, being exhibited to the 
public view as a perfon of the lamp defeription. But 
this circumftance fulfilled the feripture, which faid, 

He was numbered with the tranlgrefibrs t-" No 
reproaches, it Ihould feem, were caft upon them; 
lb that he was accounted the vileft of the three. 
One, at leaft, bf the thieves themfelves joined in the 
general ridicule, and, while dying in his fins, ftrove 
to forget his own mifciy, that he might infulc and 
deride the Saviour. A ftate of more confirmed and 
obdurate wickednefs is fcarccly to be conceived. 

But, though in this criminal we lament the*ex¬ 
treme degeneracy of our nature, we are called to ad¬ 
mire the Ibvercignty, frecnefs,* and efficacy of divine 
grace in the pardon and converfion of his fellow luf- 
fcrer. An aftonilhing, and, as it Ihould feem, a fud- ’ 
den, change was produced in the man, who appeared 
equally depraved, and equally near to the brink of de- 
ftruftion. At the lateft moment he obtained an afllir- 
anee of his acceptance and falvauon. Poffibly, he had 
never felt real irfipreffions of religion before that awful 
fcalbn, or offered a finccre prayer to God. It is cer¬ 
tain, at leaft, that he was expiring by the hand of 
jufticc ^r his iniquities, and could not plead any pre- 

* Pfal. xxii. 7, S. t ha. !iu. 12. 

* ^ 
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vioiis goodnefs of his own. Buc at tlus hour his hearc 
was foftened and renew«}: he repented» believed, and 
received the full forgivenefs of fus fins. Thus one was 
taken, and another left. Who IhaH prcflime to Hnd 
&ult ? For who has any clfdm upon God j or who ihall 
dare to Giy, that He may not extend his pardoning 
mercy to what obje£b, and in what circumltances. He 
pleafes ? 

Many attempts have been made to obfcure the 
glory of divine grace in die converfioh of the dying 
thiefj as if the example were of a dangerous ten¬ 
dency. But, if we attend to it with godly fimplicity, 
we fhall Hnd it replete with inflruftion. It is a 
Hriking exhibition of the charadiier of the Saviour, 
and of the triumph of his crofs. It confirms and il- 
luflraces the peculiar do^brine of the Gofpel, that 
men are juftihed in the fight of God, no( by their 
01^ obedience, but freely through the redemption 

that is in Chrifl Jefus. The cafe is recorded for the 

♦ 

encouragement of thofe, ** who are ready to perifh,’* 
hnd Hands as an inconteHable proo^ that none need 
dcfpair of acceptance, who look unto Jefus, even 
though life itfelf be drawing to a clofe. If any will 
abule it, this muft be to themfelves; and doubdefs, 
by fuch a condud, they will aggravate their guilt 
and condemnation. 

The penitence and ^th of this male&dtor were 
confpicuous. The grace of God changed and fanc- 
Vihed his heart, while die blood of ChriH, then 
Hreaming from the crofs, expiated all his guilt He 
reproved his fellow criminal for his daring contempt 
VoL. IV. L of 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


146 

:o£- the Savu>ur, a^d warned him to cohfider hib dan* 
ger; he fwnl^ly confclftd his own inimilty, and the 
jidticc (>r chat it^icence by which he fuffercdj he 
vindicated the Chara^cr of jefus, when there was 
'noiv- qi^.plcad his caule: Iw believed on him for par- 
den ^d falvacion, in that lowcil; degree of abate* 
ment; he prayed to him as the Lord of life> who 
v/as about to take Ids feat on the throne of glory, and 
who had heaycn itfclf at his difpofal: he faid, “ Lord, 
rcnicinber me, when thou comeft into thy kingdom.” 
Good evidence, tlien, was given of tliis dying cqn- 
vert’s fincerityi and, though his religion was of a 
fuJden growth, it was folid and vigorous j and, had 
he been 4>.'u*ed, doubdeis the moft excellent fhiits 
would have been feen in liis future obedience. Our 
gracious Lord lillened to his cry, immediately cef- 
^tified h|s own &vourablc accejStance, and afllired him, 
that ihould be with him, that very day, in an ex 
alced ftate of puiicy anif happinels. * 

Hovy rich, and. extenfiv? ii the mercy of owr God 
in Chrift! The cafe before us will furnifli us with 
a ftrong aigument againft derp^iir; but let it not be. 
^ufe4> for the puipo^^ of vain confidence and pre^ 
fumpdpn. • Thotigh one pf tbefc nulcfa'^ors uas, 
indee4> “.a brand pludkcd out of the fire yet it 
fhould be remembered, that the ocher, who appear- 
pii equa%^ vmixin of lolvation, perifhed fqr evei. 
p fear» while Jc^s comes nigh to you in die mi- 
luftry his word, and ^any experience^its ineftimable 
t^chc, you yourlclves fhould be dcflroycd in unbelief! 


* ui. 2 . 


The 
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. The croft was furroundcd by an infulting multi¬ 
tude : but there were, alfo, fome friends, and certain 

^ ♦ 

pious women elpccially, who flood near our Lord 

4 * 

Thefe attrafled his notice, in the m*dft of his fuiFer* 
ings, and as he remarked limong them his dear mo¬ 
ther, he now paid to her*the laJl tribute of filial duty 
and affc<flion. Not having worldly podclTions to leave, 
he committed her to the care and protculion of John, 

4 

his beloved difciple, who likewilc attended ’him. 
How tender the addrefs to her, “ Woman, behold 
tliy fon!” How honourable die charge to him, “ Be¬ 
hold thy motlicr!” 

Whilft jefus remained on die crofs, in a of 
extreme tornire, a miraculous darknefs commenced, 
about mid-day, which conrinued for three hours, ahd 
extended over the whole land. Such an event muil 
have produced a general confternation; and it was"* 
deferiptive of die inexprelTibl^ horror, which alniofl 
ovenvhclmed the Son of God. How-aftonilhing,’ on 
that dteafion, the complaint of the holy fulFercr! 
The agony of his mind, it Ihould feem, exceeded the 
iharpeft pains, which he felt from the piercing of his 
body. The light of his Father’s countenance being 
withdrawn, he loft all inward confblation, and was 
opprefled, even as in Gcthlcmane, with anguilh and 
terror beyond conception. In conrcquencc of this, 
he uttered chat loud and bitter cry, ** My God, niy 
God, why haft thou forfaken me ?” Yet, ftrange as the 
exclaniaddn was, we know it was cxprefsly predidled f, 

* Mau. xxvii. 4$., &e. .Mar. xv. 33, &c. Lu. xxui. 44, &e. 
John xix. 251 tic. 1 

La It 
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■ It \verc abfur'd to afcribe this cffcft to any ground- 
lefs apprchcnfions, weaknefs, or timidity of Ipirit, or 
to feck for any^othcr caule, than the office, which 
Jefus then fiiftained as our High Pfieft, making atone¬ 
ment ;fbr our tfanfgreffions., We behold, therefore, 
the deep malignjty Of fin, in the deferrion here fpoken 
of, as well as in every other j 5 arc of his paffion. How 
great his diflrefs was, we pretend not to calculate. 
Thole, who lie down in abfolute delpair, of the mi- 
ferable Ibuls, who are fliut up in a fiate of darknefs 
and horror for ever, can beft tell, what it is to be 
for^ en of God. But, fince wc are all expofed to 
the attacks of Satan, and may at any moment be filled 
with anguilh and difmay, under a fenfe of die divine 
difpleafurc, it will be proper to pray, that the great 
God may not dius leave us. no be terrified and con> 
founded, elpecially at the folemn foafon of our depar¬ 
ture. How fuitable is fiat petition in our burial fer- 
vlce, ** Sparc us. Lord moft holy, O God moll mighty, 
O holy and rhcrclfiil Saviour, thou moll worthy Judge 
eternal, fuffer us not at our.Iall, hour for any pains of 
death to fall from thee I” .. 

Did not the expreffions of our Lord’s diftrels move 
tfie compaffion of his enemies ? No: they turned his 
lamcnc^pn into ridicule j as i^ when he cri^, " Eli, 
Eli, lama laha^hani,” he had been calling for Elijah. 
|t was, therefore, propoled witii a contemptuous fncer, 
&al he mi^t. wait for that prophet to deliver him. 
Such were the blindnels and obduracy of their hearts f 
• ■ more projAecy renunned to be fulfilled; and, 

wvi view to its completion, Jefus cxdaimcd, I 

' thirll.” 



JtSUS CHl^tST, J49 

ttirft," /Let us hear, what the Pfajmift wrote of die 
diftrefs and angulfh of his Lord and Antitype^ and 
mark the circumftantial prcdiftion,, in which hc'.de- 
fcribed a method of infulj, and a pra<Sdcc of cruelty, 
unufual and unheard of. “ My ftrength is dried up 
like a potiherd: and rpy tongue cleavpth to my jaws j 

and thou haft brought me into the duft of death.” 

# 

They gave me gall for my meat, and in'my thirft 
they gave me vinegar to drink The Gofpcl nar¬ 
rative proves, that this was exactly fulfilled in the hif- 
tory of the Saviour. When he complained of die 
burning, feverilh heat, widi which he was paig^d 
through the excefs of his anguilh, no refrelhing draught 
was offered him, to affuage his pain; but the naufeoua 
pdtton, which had been, foretold, was adminiftcred. 

4 

He was denied the ccAnmon fuccour, which is never 
refufed to an enemy in diffrefs: though racked with 
torture, he was treated with c^frery fpecics of infult. 

W5 haften to the ctefc of his fufferings, and pro-, 
ceed to confider the manner,' in which he expired. 
Death was not the ncccflary confequence of cruci¬ 
fixion. He might have come down from the crofs, 
or even retained his life there. No ftrength or vio¬ 
lence of his enemies could have prevuled againft hjs 
own choice. “ No man,” laid he, ** taketh ray 
life from me, but I lay it down of myfelf I have 
power CO lay it down, and I have power to take, it 
again f.” But it had been appointed and declared 
from the beginning, chat MelCah ihould redeem the 
Church by the facrifice of himfelf. The typical obla» 

* Pfal. xxii. 15. Ixix. : t. t Jo^a x. 18. 

. ^ 3 . 
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tioBs as well as various prophecies had givea inrima. 
ti 5 rts< tliat “ without Ihcdding of blood is no* remif- 
fion’*.'* Jclus, ithcreforc, afliimed our nature for 
this end, that he might die, and bear our fms in his 
own body on the ti*ce •}■/' 

Anxioufly atteivivc to tlie completion of the facred 
bracks, in all tilings .pertaining to himfelf, he would 
not be rcleafed from that ftate of anguifli, till he knew 
that every tittle was fulfilled: and thus fie lias laid a 
furc foundation for our hope and comfort. This 
object being attained, he cried, as if exulting in the 
gre^work he had accompU(hed, “ It is finilhedj”—» 
“ all the important purpofes of my incarnation are now 
anfwcrcd i the glory of God and the falvation of my 
people arc fecured i and here 1 clofc my fufFci ings.” 

His ftrength was not even then exhaufted: his voice, 
in his la{l departing words, was as one in full tone and 
vigour. That he rpig^t teach us to leave the world, 
mmntaining &ith and joy in God, he fiiid, ** father, 
into thy hands I commend my Ipirit/’-r-” I intruft it 
tp thy care, in cheerful dependence on xhy truth and 
love, and in confident expe^acion of its re-union with 
the body.” Having thus fpoken, he bowed his head, 
and fprrendered the life, which he had the power of 
rotaining. Suph a power, indeed, we do not poflefs. 
Our breath will be taken from usj whereas ho re¬ 
signed up his. In the adt of fitting his abode on 
eartK, as we)l ^ during the whole of his continuance 
he yielded a pure and unconftrained obedience 

fp Qpi 

% 
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What ,a momentous event was this I Such as had • 

, 4 

never Ijefore occurred. The Lord.God, dicrefore, thacr 
lie might glorify his Son Jefus, rendered his departure 
memorable by a train of miracles, and, as it were, 
arrefted the attention of a carelcfs world. All nature i 
appeared in confternation, when the Lord of nature 
died. The fun withdrenv his ligh‘,*and thus afforded' 
an emblem t1>at the grand luminary of mankind was - 
Tcmoved. The veil of the tcn^lc, or die facred cur- ■ 
tain which feparated the holy of holies, and forbad 
the accefe of common worfhippers, was inftaotly torn 
afunder, intimating, that the Mofaic dlfpenfatiojLwas 
abolifhed, that heaven iifelf was opened^ and l^rty 
obtained to approach' into the immediate prefence of 

God. The earth fhook by a violent convulfion, and 

^ ♦ 

the maffy rocks wer^ cleft by a fupernatural force: 
and were not thefe prodigies fuited to excite an alarm, 
on account of die atrocious deed, which had been 
perpetrated? The neighbouring fepulchres, alfb, fud- 
denly difclofed their gloomy manfions to die public 
view: from the graves, then opened, the bodies of 
many departed faints arofe, after the refurrtftlon of 
Jefus, and appeared in Jerufafem. In fuch a ilgnal 
manner it was proclaimed, that our crucified Lord had 
vaaquilhed death, and ranftMned his people from the 
power of the- grave. 

Notwiebftanding- thefe fuiprifing miracles,^ many rc- 
maified thaughtlefe and obdurate. But there, were 
others of die fpeftators, whole minds were deeply im- 
piefled with grief and terror. The Centurion, efjie- 
fially, who attended with his band of folJicrs to guard 

L 4 die 
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the execution, &lt and acknowledged a ftpong convict 
tion, that JeTus was indeed the Son of God. Ah! why 
does not that convi(^on force itfelf upon us all ? ' And 
why does not this aftonifhing narration produce in us 
bettered more lafting effe^ ? 

The reality of the death of Chrift, on which our 
hopes are grounded, was proved indiiputably by his 
enemies. The Jews, from their pretended regard to 
the fabbath, which was dien approaching, requefted of 
jptUte, that the bodies hanging on the crofs might be 
removed, and that their legs might be broken, for the 
purpg^e of difpatching them the fooner. But, Jefus 
havil^ already expired, that a^ of violence was not 
committed upon him. Thus the divine wifdom had 
appointed, according to the typical reprelentation of 
the pafchal lamb, that a bone ^of him Ihould qoc be 
broken *. 

The important was furthv evinced by the brutal 
rage of one of the foldiers,,who^ftruck a fpear into his 
fide, and pierced him to the very heart. Had life re¬ 
mained, that wound muft have been mortal j for im¬ 
mediately there Ufiied out blood and water, which 
^wed from the vital parts. This circumfiance, on 
which the Evangelift ftrongly infilb, was nqt oi^y a 
proof of the Saviour’s death, buj; aq emblem of the 
hleflings, which we derive fitjm Aat ewent. He ** came 
by water ^d blood fthe water denoting the purify¬ 
ing grace a( his Spirit, and the Itiood the e]^iatiQn of 
pur guilt. The two mufi be united, “ not water only, 


* Exod. xii. 46. 
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but water and blood;” and. both are coinmunicated 
from the crucified Redeemer. You, who perceive 
your defileihent, brfiold with gratitude and joy the re¬ 
medy provided. See that ftream, whicli proceeds from 
the pierced fide of jefus, anil pray that you may expe- 
lience its full efficacy. It is “ the fijuntain opened; for, 
fin and for unclcanncfs 

Jefus, then, is ** fee forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood fj” and by this expedient God de¬ 
termined to difplay his own righteous charafter, and 
vindicate die honour of his govemmenL Now it ap¬ 
pears, that he is juft,” and yet the juftificr of 
who believeth in Jefus^.” The atonement, herc*x- 
hibited, fiirnifhes the awakened penitent with fuch a 
plea, as may encourage him to approach to God with 
confidence and joy M die fame- time it w'ill fubdue 
in his heart the love and power of fin, and teach him 
to live in iffi holy obcdk/icc g. The crofs of Chrift, 
therefore, produces the gioft blcfled confequcnces, and 
confUmtes the vety cflencc of our religion. Whoever 
may oppofe or deride, it muft be continually held up 
to view; and thofc, who underftand its worth and feel 
its efficacy, will always contemplate the objedt with 
wonder, love, and praife. To them it will ever appear, 
as ** the power of God, and the wifdom of God 4 -.” It 
will imprefr thdf minds with a fenfe of their high ob-r 
Hgatiobs, and excite them to adtive exertipns in the fer-? 
vice of God. They -toU lay with the Apoftle, « Wfi 

f Zech. xiii. t. t t 

^Rom-v. iz; H Coh h SI* |s. ^iCw. L14. 

, thus 
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thus judge, diac, if one died ibr all> then were all dead; 
sid chat he died for all, that they which live Ihould not 
hence&rth live unto chemfelves, but unto him which 
<fied for them*.’* 

The iequel of the hiltory diredb our attention to the 
body of our Redeemer. He had been delivered 
to the Romans to be crucified, and according to their 
duftom, probably, would not luve been interred. But 
how then would the fciiptures liave been fulfilled? 
J’or our Lord himfelf had predifted, that, by his fe- 
pulture “ in the heart of ilic earth,” he fliould exaftly 
corKfpond to die type cxliibitcd in Jonas-j-. The 
fanK thing, alfo, was implied in that declaration of 
Mefli^ by the royal Pfolmift, “ My flefii Ihall reft in 
hopc^.” Now, the Jews were the means of giving 
diis additional evidence to th^ chara<fter of Jefus, by 
petitioning for his burial. Yet, in order to complete a 
particular prophecy, another difikulcy was to be re^ 
mcAred. For> if buried at ^ why ihould he not lie 
with the two thieves, in the place appropriated* to the 
interment of male&(ftors ? This, it Ihould feem, was 
defigned. But Ifaiah had fi^eeold, that, though “ his 
^rare was appointed with the wicked, with the rich 
man Ihould be his tomb l^.** 

Here, dien, we perceive and adimre the fovereign 
providence of God, accoa^&it^ his own porpofts. 
A perfon opoknccr rank, and reputati^ Jofeph 
Arimathea, was not afhud or afliamcd to af^ear as an 

* a Cor. V. 14,}t Matt. xU. 40. t 9. 

^ Ifa. Ui). y, Sy. LoWch’s oaoilatiotr. 
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ad?ocatc for Jefiis, in that ftaitc of grtateft infemyi 
though he never before had the courage to avow the 
attachment which he folr.' He reqpefted of Pihtf^ 
that the body might be Icfi to his care; which bcii^ 
granted, he took it down/rom the crofs, -and bound it 
bp in clean linen. Nicodcmus, alfo,^ of the farafe ho¬ 
nourable fituadon in life/ and of a fimilar difporition, 
having prepared fpices and ointments for embalming 
die corpfc, came and affifted in the pious work. 
Thefc two, therefore, with alf fuitable refpeft and fo- 
lemnity, committed Jefus to a tomb, which was Jo- 
feph’s property, a perfcitly new fepulchre, hewn o^ of 
the rock, and not &r from the place of crucifixion. 
Thus “ he, who ivas too poor to provide a fepulchre 
for himfclf, was honourably interred at the expenfe of 
the rich*.” They; pnabably, underftood not the im¬ 
portance of this aftion, to which they were lcd % a di¬ 
vine influence: but wc Ihould adore diat wifdom, whidi 
overrules all events, and brings to pais the moll un¬ 
likely things, for the completion of the fcripturck 

The entrance into the cave, where Jefus lay, wds 
fecured by a large mally ftone. The women, who 
attended him at tnc crofi, • followed him with weeping 
eyes to the grave, and took' pardcular notice of the 

4 » 

place and manner,of his burial. AU thefe circum« 
ftances occurred on die Friday. The next day was 
the lal^th, or the leSfon of h'oiy reft: but, even then, 
die adverfaries of Jdus deaftd not from their malicioQs 

* Bp. Cliandler’s Defence of ChrifUani^, Sec alfo Bp. Pezrfon 
pn the preed. 
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exerti<^s. Not yet convince by the miracles thfcy 
had ieen, nor fatisfied with what their rage had in< 
llidtcd, the Jewifli leaders went to Pilate, and, having 
reproached the Saviour as a bafc impoftor, defired that 
the fcpulchrc*might be pr 9 perly fecured. They al¬ 
leged, that peciUiar care was requifite till the third day, 
left his difciples ihould fteal the body, and aflert that he 
had rifcn from the dead, according to his prediition, 
Thpir reqwft was granted j and therefore, to prevent 
any fuch fraud as tliey fulpcdtcd, they fcalcd up the door 
of the cave, and placed a guard upon the fpot. 

Who is pot ftruck with the malignant tempers of 
theil oppofers of Chrlft, who, purfued him with their 
yirulcpt reproaches even to the grave! Alas! what 
•yilp a^eftions mark and dil^ace the degenerate nature 
of ! Their invidious precautions, however, tended 
^ his glory and their confufiop.' For it appeared from 
^cir teftimony, that Jefus had cxprcfsly foretold his 
own rcfqrrcftion: pnd they took the nioft effectual 
method to prove indifputably, not oply that he was 
dead and buried, but alfo “ that he rofc again the third 
d^y, according to the feriptures*," Thus will the 
fubtle devices and malicious efforts of our enemies con- 
pur to promote ” the furtherance gf die GolpcL” The 
faithful fcBvapts pf (^hrift have no rcafon to dread 
what man can do againft them.” * 

While we accompany Jefqi to the grave, let us rpn 
(left on our owp ajiproaching diflblution, and th? 
gloomy habitation to wliicli our breatlilcfs bodies will 

• I Cor. XV, 3, 

be 
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be configned. We mud be committed to the grounds 
but how unlike to Jefus, who “ law no corruption I” 
We muft turn, ** earth to earth, aflies to aflics, duft to 
duft Yet, if believers, we may fii^e under this cx- 
pedtation. The burial of ^fus will rctqncile us to our 
own, and teach us to thinlr of it with delight. Do we 
not delire to be conform^ to our exalted Head; and 
may we not conclude, that our flefh, alfo, lhall " reft in 
hope ?” 

But this is an unplealant and offenflve ful^eift to you, 
whofe attention is fixed on prefent things and ienfual 
enjoyments. Yet we entreat you to confider, what 
will become of chofe delicate bodies, which you adorn 
and pamper with fo, much care and expenfc. Think, 
where your pride and luxury muft end, blooming and 
vigorous as you may now be. Pray, that, ** by con¬ 
tinually mortifying yoi^ corrupt affe«ftions, you may be 
buried with Chrift f;’* and then you may rejoice in con¬ 
fidence, that ** thou^ 'after your fltin worms deftroy 
this body, yet in your flefh you lhall fee God, whom 
you lhall fee for yourfel^ and your eyes ftiall behold, 
and not another J.” 

* Buru] fervice. t Collet for Baiter even. 

} Job nx. 26, 27. 
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SECT. 42. 

Jtfus was not left in heU—that he roje on the third de^'y is 
frofved by. the tcfi'unony of Roman fcldiers, of many who 
, etemined-.hif ftpttlchrej and of Angels — by bis own ap- 
peari^g, to Mary MagdaUncy to the other Mary and 
Salomey to Petery to two difciplesy and to the Apoftles 
ajfen^led together, 

r 

XHRicnerpies of Jeflis a{^>eared to triumph in his 
erucirixionj as if they had accaiifed their utmoft wifbes, 
and effe^ually ruined the ichemes of the deceiver. 
They iiad fecured, as they thou^t) dieir prifoner in 
the grave, ibeyond die poilibiKty of 4ny reictier and 
trith him all the hopes and eRpedtadons of his 'followers 
fcemed to be buried. How dark and diftrefllng was 
that ieafon to his difciples! Such a degree of ignorance 
and unbelief ftill remained in them, that they were 
left in a ftate of extreme dgeftion. They had been 
unwilling to admit the id^a of a fuSeriiig Saviour, 
^ppofing, like the other Jews, that the MelHah would 
eftablilh a temporal dominioll, that he would never 
die, and, if betrayed, would immediately cfleft his own 
releafe. Probably, they had no conceptions, that he 
would rife again, either totally forgetting, or grofsly 

miiunder- 
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fhlfunderiHnding all his declarations on that 
Wc may conclude, therefore, that their minds were 
filled with hlack defpohding Noughts, as if they had 
•been deluded. " They had conceived great cxpec- 
taciuns from the perfuafion, that he was Use Chrtft of 
God. But diefe were alltpanilhed, dteir promlfed der 
liverer, their expefted King, was deadband buiied, and 
no one left to call Him from the grave, as he did La* 
zanis*.” Perhaps, too, the profped of fisture <££• 
(iculcies opprcfTcd and teitified their minds. WImu; 
could they look for, but the moft ^lolect oppofidor^ 
Hnce their rulers had now (prevailed agunft tbek Maftei^ 
to deftroy liim ? 

We turn our attention from the forrowing chfclples 
to tlieir departed Lord. While his body remained as 
a lifclefs corpfe in tlie tomb, whither did his ipirit.ji}f> 
tire ? Or what are we*to underftand by that artiole of 
our creed, ** He dclcended into hell^’* The hdl 
confideradon of this point would not oonfift wkb the 
nature and lxeY|ty of our plan.' But we obferveij^thaO 
as die declaration is cku-ly deduced frmp icci|>fiund 
exprefiions, we need not fcruplc to ufe -it, chough dilr 
^renc interpretations have been delivered by 'learned 

* Weft on the refanvIlbfU p> toe. The uthor thmks iViii. 
cumbent upon hiin to acknflMgte<>ge'die fitriefaftiop apd-affifttnefc 
he ha^teteiTed ffOia that iogeoioui Md valiaUc puUicaticn,' in 
which the diffecent, end r^parendy eentradiOory, accou&u of the 
Evangelifts refpefdng the rtfarredlon ire pfrfcdly recpudled. 
and ib arranged ai to confirm each other. The reader, therefore, 
IS apprized, that the ftatement of faSs, winch is here given, in 
proof of^thatimportant’event, bat been chiefly taken from Mr. 
Weft. 


and 
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and pious men. Thus die prc^het David ipeaks in 
die perfon of MeiBah, ibreteUing his refurre^ion, 
** Thou wilt not leave my foul in hell: neither wilt 
diou ilifltr thine Holy One to lee corrupdon f/* 
jModuiig more, however, .can be inferred hx>m this 
than, diat the Savour ibould continue for a 
ihort feafbn in^.ftate of death, his foul among other 
departed fpirits in the invifible world, which is called 
Hadbs or Hell, and his body in the grave; and that, 
imd^ the diWoe fuperintendencc, the latter Ihould be 
jevived and again animated by the former, b(^re pu- 
trcia^ion could take place. 

We proceed, then, to confidcr his return to life} 
and we Ihould do it widi moft devout affcAions, fmce 
it is an article, which lies at the fbundauon of our feith 
and hope. Intimations of thb event had been given to 
die Church of old-, by variotd fy|fes and ceremonial 
fqirsfentadons. It had, alfb, been declared by feveral 
propHecsj pardculaHy David and Ifaiah. Accordingly, 
Ae Apoftles in dicTtr addrefles^to the Jews mabftained, 
diat Jdns hsid exa&ly fulfilled their fcriptures by his 
lefiure^oo from the dead. He himfelf; as we have 
OOMd, had frequendy predided it, and on this very dr- 
cqmftance rilked all the credit of his mlflion. So that, 
ifhe be not rbim, be has not enfwered die fnopercha- 
rtSer of dieMefliah, and has fa^ed his own alfertbns: 
wthe Golpel may be rgeded as a fraud; " our frith' ^ 
vain, and we are yet in our fins f.’* 

f Pfalm. mu lo* f i Cor. ir. 17. 

It 
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It win be neceflkry to cxdmme this msttei' with 
the greftteft Attention: and we flicmld faleis Gtxb thjft 
he has not kfc us tb a peinfu! uncertaint)r> bnA afifbrded 
us Aich ctear and decitive teftiraone, that ^ kdovr 
not what could be requutd further. We muntaii^ 
that no event in ancient Diftory is or can be eonfirined 
by ftronger atteftationst.if thefc bt etjeftcd, wcmuft 
tvichhokl our afTent from ev^ry narratioif', and treat ail 
die records of antiquity as idle rates or impofitions. 
{nBdels affeA to be fcrupulous, and cavil at the moft 
oneixceptionable evidence in fupport of the 
but, on other points, they readily admit the grolTelt 
ablurdities. 

The faft, for which we contend, is, that Jcfus of 
Nazareth, who died and was buried, did retiu'n to 
life, rc-animate the fame body which had been fuf* 
pended on the crols, cdme out of the fepulchre on the 
morning of die third day from his crucifbticm, and apw 
pear to many difrerent perfons at difierenc times, 
l.et the matter undeigd a frir dtfcufllon: only let u» 
yield to the force of argument, and not relift our con- 
VidWons. If the pofidon be proved, let it be allowed, 
that die Chriftian builds his hop^ Oh a iirm fbunda- 
tion, and may, without prefumption, rejoice ih the a.f> 
Airancc of a glorious immortality. A cloud of witneft^a 
may be produced, whole atlefrations Ihould be frpa<r 
lately conftdered. 

U We appeal to the Roman foldiers, v^o werd 
placed as a gtiafdovA the fepulchre. It Teemed un¬ 
likely, that thele men- Ihould deliver an evidence fa*- 
vourable to the caufe of the Golpcl. Rut this they 

VoL, IV. M have 
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have done in the moll decilive manner. Very early in 
,the morning, juft as it began to dawn, after a violent 
lhaking of the earth, an Angd defcended from heaven; 
and, rolling away the ftpne, broke open thfc tomb *. 
Thus an opportunity was afforded, not only for the de^ 
parturc of Jefus, (who could iafily have forced his way 
through the rock) but alfo foj* the admilTion of others 
to examine and judge for ^emfelves; efpecially as the 
fentinels were removed. Thcfc, notwithftanding their 
boafted courage, were unable to maintain their poll. 
By the briglit appearance of the Angel, whom they 
clearly faw, they were thrown into fuch confternation, 
tliat for fome time they lay upon the ground,. as per- 
fons dead. Being a little recovered from their terror, 
they fled with precipitate hafte into the city, where they' 
reported the matter. 

* Some of them carried the*' account to the Chief 
priefts, who could not but be amazed and confounded 
by fuch a teftimony, and yet were determined not ta 
be convinced. A council 6f the elders was fumnjpned, 
and it was agreed to pay no forious regard to the ftory,- 
though they could not ccmtradidl it, and to endeavour 
to prevent its probable cffcCl upon foe minds of others. 
They could not deny foat the ftone was rolled away, 
and the body gone t and they perceived that thefe fa^ls 
snuft foon be publicly known. But they bribed the 
foldiers to conceal the vifton of the Angel, and put into' 
their mouths 4 ftrange, incoherent tale, os if the dif- 
ciples of Jefus ha(l opened foe fepulchre and ftolen hiuv 
fway, while the guards thcmrclvcs werC afleep. 
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This, it fliould fecm, was the only defence ever 
pretended to be fet up by thofe, who denied the re- 
furreftion: a proof of the weaknefs of their caufc, 
which could want fuch a fupport. There is fome- 
thing fo extremely abfu^ and incongruous upon the 
very face of this forged account, that it carries with it 
its own confutation. Not to mentfon the improba> 
bility, that Roman fentinels fliould fall aileep upon 
their Ration, which would have made them liable to 
death, and elpccially that the whole company Ihould 
be thus ovcrt^cn togeth^i who can believe, that 
the difciples Ihould be able to remove the Ireavy ftone, 
which alone clofed up the grave, and that they Ihould 
alfo bear off the body, fo filently as to give no dilhirb- 

t ^ 

ance to thofe, who were clofe at hand ? Or, who 
can credit the relation ^ thofe, who had fo grofsly vio¬ 
lated their duty, or allow them to vouch, a matter,, 
of which, by their own confeflion, they could not be 
witnefTes? Wc afk filler, why was not the charge 
brought home againft the followers of Jefus ? When 
the Apoftlcs, a few weeks afterwards, fblemnly and 
confidently maint^ned before the rulers, that their Lord 
was rifen, and that they themfelvcs liad feen him, why 
were they not confronted with this flory ? The rcafon 
is obvfbus j it was not only deftitute of evidence, but 
would eafily have been confuted i and, therefore, tlicy 
. were commanded merely to hold their peace. Their 
opponents, we perceive, admitted that the body, which 
had been fecui;ed in the fepulchre, was gone, and, by the 
piherable Ihifc made ufe of to evade convi(feion, they 

M ? have 
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}iave not difprovcd, but ratlier confirmed, the relation 

of the Evangelift, who has given us a confiftcnt account 

of the faft. This is not the only inftancc, in which 
- • •' 

the enemies of the GoQ)el have confounded them- 
fflv^, and ftrengthened th^ caufo, which they endea¬ 
voured to fubvert. Hoiy aftonifliing is the power and 
wifdom of our God, who can turn the counfcls of in- 
fidels into fooliflincfs, and get himfclf glory by their 
malicicus refiftancc! 

II. We produce the atteftarions of various witnefles^ 
who carefully examined for themfclvcs, and declared 
that Jefus had quitted the fepulchre. The coinci¬ 
dence of thefc fcvcral evidences adds much to their 

4 

weight Many pious women, chiefly thofe who fol¬ 
lowed their Lord fiom Galilee, and mlniftercd to hi^ 

Support, had made preparations for anointing, and em- 

* • ^ 

balminghis body with fpices. 'This laft tribute of rp- 
fppit for him, whom they lb affeftionatcly loved, they 
intended to pay early in the morning of the firft day of 

4 

the week, or the third front his crucifixion. Jt was 


agreed, that they Ihould meet about fun-rifing at the 
grave, not knowing, probably, that any guard had been 
fixed there. It Ihould feem, tl»t they went in feparate 
companies, faw different Vifipns, and reported their 
obfcrvation? to the Apofyea at diftinft times. This 
cafy and r»atural fuppofidon perfectly reconciles the 


Evangclifts, whofe accounts, w(ion thys taken togeto, 
make up one confiftcnt ftpry. - 
'■ Maiy Magdalene, the.oihcr.Mary, and Saloil^f, fet 
outfirft, before the hour appointed, that they, might 
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view the place, and confider what help might 1?e ne- 
ceflary for rolling away the ftone*. Juft at that 
juncture, probably, the refurrcftion was effcfted. 
Upon their approach, therefore, they found chat the 
ftone was already rcnioved. Immaliatcly Mary 
Magdalene, fulpefting that the body of her Lord had 
been carried off by eneneftes, left her companions, and 
returned to inform Peter and John, what fhe had 
feen, and what were her fears on the occafion. Thefc 
two Apoftles» furprifed at the report, ran to the fe- 
pulchre with eager hafte, that from their own perfonal 
inl^jedion they might judge for themfelvcs. They en¬ 
tered die cave, and perceived that their Mafter was not 
there; yet, as the burial clothes remained, carefully 
folded up and laid in feparaie places, it appeared that 
there had been no difo^i^r or tumultuous hurry in his 
departure. From thele circumftances, probably^ John 
concluded, that Jefus was indeed revived; though none 
of the other Apoftles, af that rime, had any fuch con¬ 
ceptions. 

The incidents, already menrioned, excited great 
wonder in the minds of all fhe tfifciplcs. When they 
faW that the body was gone, and could aflign no rca- 
fons for its removal either by friends or enemies, the 
thought of its refurreftion might, poffibly, be fuggefted 
to them: yet this was an event, which they had not 
looked for, and which, even when direft evidence 
was offered, they were backward to admit. That 

i 

•Matt.xxvui. T, Mark xvi. 1—4. Luke xxiv. 1—3. Johnx*. 
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.evideiice we now proceed to ftate. It pleafed God, 
in eondcfcenfion to tlieir ignorance and unbelief, to 
afford them one proof i^pon another, and fo to overrule 
their fcruples and objeftions, as thcreb/ to confirm the 
important fa^ with additional and clearer teftimonies. 
The extreme difficulty, with which they yielded their 
aflent, fo as to. render thefe teftimonies ncccfiary, 
/hews that they were incapable of forging the ac¬ 
count. 

HI. We maintain, that Jefus aroft ffom the dead, 
on the exprefs and repeated declarations of Angels. 
Thefe holy fpirics had been employed on former oc- 
cafions, in miniftcring to our Lord, and affercing his 
high charafler. Doubtlefs, at the fcafon here referred 
to, they rejoiced and triumphed, and efteemed it an ho¬ 
nour to themfelves, to bear witnefs of his return to life. 
Several deferiptions of their ^pearances for this pur- 
pofe are given \rf the Evangelifts j and fuch as at firft 
view may be thought contradiftory. But let it only be 

4 

allowed, which is a reafonablt fuppofition, thas thefe 
heavenly meffengers liad a power of being vifible or 

r ^ s 

not, at pleafure, and were feen in different forms by 
different perfons j and the objeftion of inconfiftcncy is 
removed. 

An Angel, clothed with twnfeendent brightncls, came 
down to vindicate the credit and dignity of the Saviour: 
diis he did by breaking open his fepulchre, and con- 
. founding the guards, who were fet there to prevent his 
efcape, and to prove him an impoftor. 

Two of the women, alfo, who had arrived firft at 
the place, " the other Mary and Salome," whom 

Mary 
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Maiy Magdalcne-had left there, were ftivoured with a 

4 

Vifion of the Angel, upon their entering into the cave. 
To difperfe the terror, into which they were thrown, 
he declared expreftly, that Jeftis, whom they fbiight, 
was rifen according to his own predidtiorf, and invited 
them to examine the IfXJt, where he had been interred •. 
He charged them likewife, to carry fhis information to 
his difclplcs, and eljsecially to Peter, who, pained by 
the recolledtion of his ftU, moft needed confblationj 
and he alTured them, that their Lord would meet them 
in Galilee, as he had promifed a litde before his death f. 
Imprefled with awful reverence by what they had 
feen and beard, yeratthe fame time filled with ex¬ 
ceeding joy, they haftened to communicate the glad 
tidings, as they had been diredled. 

Upon their departure, Mary Magdalene, who had 
returned to the fepulchre widi Peter and John, re¬ 
mained at the outfide in deep diftreft: but, while fhe 
lamented the lofs of her dear Lord, Ihe looked in, and 
perc 2 ived- there two Angels in a glorious form, who 

fet as guards over the pbee, where Jefus had Isun 

^ / 

Mary foon afterwards reared, and then came Joanna 
and the reft of the women, who prepared the fpicea 
for anointing the body: and it is evident, that they 
then knew nothing of ^Rtat had happened §. They 
. were aftonifiied, therefore, when they found that the 
fepulchre had been opened, and that their Lord was 

t * 

gone. Their doubts and perplexities, however, were 

* Matt. xxriU. 5—8. Mark zvi; 5,^8. tMarkxiV. 28. 
{ John XX, II 13. S Luke xxiv. 1—u. 

M 4 


removed 



\6Z^ SCRIPTURE CHRRAeTERS. 

rcqjpyci by the dcclaratiop? pf two heavenly fpirics, 
w^O appe^ed to them ip humw {bmi> and aflured 

them* that Jefvs had setupned to life again, in com- 
pletip;> of hit own propl^des. This account was car> 
rted dlicipks, and probably reached them, before 

thiey h/^fX been informed of the other vlfions: yet fueb 
sjeas iocredplity, that th^ could not entertain a 
thdtt^hfi of tho tefurredtion, and at firft conhdered the 

3$ aOi ocher than the eifeft of fancy and 

^uiion. 

The cndcncCf h|tre adduced, is flrong and unquef- 
tpnabie* '^bc perfons deibcLbedi are cretlible wkneires> 
of whai; they law and heard: nor can their reprefenta» 
^iotMb xvith any conhitency, be alcribed to imagination., 
The events, which tod; place, were fpeh as they did 
9 QC look, feu: i and yet they were obliged by many con- 
CMtreot qrcuml^nces to yield* their aflentt It caa 
qeyer bto, admitted, cht^ both, their eyes and thear eai-s 
deeeivedi them, op that ib many Ibould be impofed 
VpOfi, m the very fame a^Qer,*and at die fame tifoe. 

Thcfc pk^is women, to whom tjie iipp^^t infor- 
nationwaa tiiit coipmunicaced, were abundantly re- 
posapenfed fpr their zealous a^^achment to th^ Sa¬ 
viour. Xnnumeo^lQ i(4ai>ces ooatirm the promifsi 
of^qf gptdous God to his adherents^/* Thcm^ 

tiptc honopr me» 1 will Iv^np^r May we be en¬ 
couraged, to b^ ipore, bold aad>a(f^e^iB h^ &rvice;« 
aad»w& IbaUqbc^i^ mom>clear a^didins^fd marks, 
of his approbation! 


^ I Sa ia > lu 3o» 


The 



JZSVS CHRIST. 1^^ 

The precetUng octounts left fome doi^ and h^llta* 
tioa upon the minds of the Apoffles. They had been 
told, that Angels had afierted the refuritdion of dieir 
Lord} but no one had yet Aen him: and diereibrej 
tkot^h they ought to have been convinced, a more (fi> 
reft evidence of the faft’was necefliry to overcome' 
their incredulity, and accordingly it was’afforded them, 
in condefcenfion to their weakneft. This is not the 
only inftance. in which humAr infirmity has been the 
caufe of a blefiing to mankind, and an eftablifhment of 
the truth and honour of God In the cafe beft>Fe tts 
it produced a record, which fhall to eternity remahr, 
for the comfort of every believer, and for the confufion 
and condemmtion of every infidel. 

IV. We contend, that Jefus inconteftably demon- 
ftrated the point in queflaon, by fhewing himfclf aHve to 
various perfons, who h^ previoufiy known him, and 
to whom he gave ample teftimony of the reality and 
identity of his body. 

I. fie appeared to Mary Magdalwie, before ho 
vouchfefcd the lame ftvour to any of his fomwr ac¬ 
quaintance*. We admire thb grace arid condefcen¬ 
fion in coiderring fuch an honour upon a woman; 
who had probably been of an infamous charafter. 
But fhc had much forgr^n, and fhe loved mudi. 
While fhe renmned in tears at the fcpulchrc, and 
dedared to the Angds the caule of her diftrefs; Jefbs 
came -and- placed himfclf bcfidc- her. At the firft 
glance, fiie took him for the gardener i but her mifcake 

* Markxvi. 9*11. John xx. 14*18. 

was 
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vas immediacely correfte^, when ihe heard him pro- 
ooimce her name in the liune tone of voice* and the 
£ime aife&ioDate manner, which he had ufed in. his 
former intercourfe. Convinced that it was her Lord, 
Ihe dew with ardour to embrace him. This* how¬ 
ever, he told her, (he muft decline for the prefent* 
and iodroated that he would, fee her again* and give 
her abundant proofs of the reality of his refurredtion, 
before he finally quitted the eardi. He chaig;ed her, 
therefore, to cany the account to his brethren without 
delay, and alTure them in the kindeft terms, that he 
ftiU acknowledged his relation to them, and that, be¬ 
ing^ mindful of their intcreib and of his ^wn exprefs 
declarations, he Ihould (bon afeend, by a corporeal tranf- 
lation, to his Father and their Father, to his God and 
their God. 

, O how free and abundant is*his grace I What ten- 
derne& of companion does he fhew even to his fallen 

4 

peo{deI His dlfciples had deierted him in his ex- 

ttcmityi but, imttiediately on'his return to life, he was 

anxious to inform them, that they were as dear to him 

as ever, that he would continue to own them as children 

of the lame Father, and plead their cauTe in heaven. 

The mellage was delivered; and yet their doubts were 

not dUperfed. Pollibly diey argued, that, as Mary 

Magdalene alone pretended to have foen him, and as 

Ihe had not at firft recolledted or been fuffered to touch 

hin^ (he might be under a deluTion, or the vUion, if 

% 

real, might be no more than his fpirit. But Temples of 
^ kind were foon removed, as we obferve 


a. He 
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n. - He appeared, alTo, ta the odier Maiy and Sa-^ 
lome •. They were Hying from the feptilchre, being 
charged by the Angels with a commillion to the dif- 
ciples, when Jefus met them on the road, and addreB^ 
them in words of ftrong confolation. He exhorted 
them to difmifs thar frars, and, by lufrering them to 
embrace his -fret, gave them a full 'convidHon of his 
refurrcdHon. By them, too, he frnt word to his 
brethren, that in Galilee, where they chiefly refided, 
he would affi>rd them a gracious interview. From 
this occurrence the evidence was confrderably ftrength- 
encd. Yet the Apofrles, being ” flow of heart to be¬ 
lieve,” might aflc, “ If the Lord be rifen indeed, why 
has he fhewn himfrlf only to the women, and not to 
any of us ?” It is prefumptuous, we confrl^ to refufe 
our aflent to fair tefrimony, and demand additional 
proofr for the removal of our unreafonable doub&. 
But the Lord condefcended to prevent or obviate fuch 
an objedlion. 

3.‘He appeared toTPeter. In the mefl^e of the 
Angels to the difciples, particular mention had been 
made of Peter; but, though he had twice viflted the 
frpulchre, once after the firft report of Mary Mag¬ 
dalene, and again after that of Joanna f, yet he had 
not fren cither Jefus or the Angels. At length, how¬ 
ever, his Mafter favoured him with an interview,, pro¬ 
bably before any of the other Apofrles. The circum- 
frances of d)at intennew are not recorded, but the frfk 
is exprefsly declared ^; and it frands as an infrance of 

* Matt, xxviii. 9, le. f I'Uhe zxlv. za. J 24. t Cor. xv. 5. 

his 



17ft SCRXPrVRK CHAXAerEftS. 

liiB (enderncift to backQiders. He will recov&, and 
pardbiv and omiifoit. Sudi was his CMiduft to Peter> 
iHlofe laU had Oeen attended with the greateft aggrava-^ 
dnd GO whom, even before the reft, he haftencd 
to deiSare Ris foi^ivenefs and love. 

3 tW it might be argued, ^at all the preceding ma- 
nHeftatfom of fifen Saviour had been an appeal 
ilb» the fonfos, rather than the underftanding. They 
iaxt been bright ahd dazding, fudden and ^ Ihort 
condhuancc, leaving Iktle or no time for cool re< 
ftcAsoiT and a deliberate examimeioh of the fcrip> 

' taves. That there might be no ground for fuch an 
elgedHoit, 

4. He appeared, the fame day, to two other dif- 
dplet, ds they were going to Emmaus, about feven or 
ndlei from Jertifatem*.^ Thefe perfons were 
dhbovrfing tog^ef, with an evident dejection of 
i^nd, on die latt ^onlfhing events, which engroffed 
their thoughts, wlicn the Lord himfelf drew near, and 
with great fattliUarlty joined their converiation, tfiough 
lurOoheealed hll re<il character. It was his gracious 
litirpofo at this time, not excite their wonder by any 
did vifioD, bitt w cbRvince them by cod and folid 
ledfoning froih the &di%ci oracles, diat they ought to 
have expofled his dmh and return to fife, ftnee thefe 
had exprcfsly predifted. They were pre- 
dented, therefore, by a rmracolous agaicy, frorh recol- 
ieOing ansi dJfeovtring- him, tHI he had difoiHW the 
iMpOftanc topic, by a pafdcular explanation of the 


tuke xdr. 13—35. 


types 
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types and propliecies relating to it, and reproved thei^ 
for their ignorance and unbelief. When tq 

Emmaust he went into the lame hovle> throu^ 
earnelt requeft^ and faf do>yn w^- them to tab|^. 
this fepaft, he blelfed and diftributed the brea^d, acr 
cording to his former manner, perhaps wi,th Ac 
lemnity of the facramentajl fupper; and immediately the 
dimncls which had been caft over their eyes wga 
moved, and they recognized Ac pcrlbn of their buoyed 
Mailer. Byt, the end of his appearance h.^lng gp* 
fwered, he inftantly withdrew from Acir fight 

As Acy reviewed this fingular occurrence* thiJJt 
wondered at their own ihipidig^, remarking that tliey 
might have known him from the cxtraordinaiy energy 
of his words and Ae efted produced in their minds. 
They f^d one to another, " Did not oqr hearts burR 
within us, while he talked with us by Ae way, 
while he opened to us Ae feripeures ?'* Tiieir doubts 
were ail removed; Aey felt a rational co^iviftionof 
their JLord’s refurre<fUcn, and perceived that eve^ 
thing had happened in^ perfe^ confillence wiA God'^ 
declaradons. That lame evening th^ returned to Jct 
rufalem* where Aey found the ApoiUcs allembled to* 
gether and exultiqg m Ae Aou^t, A^t Aeir L.Qrd waa 
rifen indeeA had Aewn himfelf to J*eter. The 
different accounts were Aen compared; and yet, de*» 
cifive as^Apfe ^elBmoniea were, fi^me, at leaft* in At 
company wjAbc\4 dieu; affent* or* perhaps,^ allowing 
the accounts* concluded that his Ipirit only had been 
feen, and that his body* if revived, was carried up to 

3 heaven. 



174 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

heiVcn *. How gracioiis and condefcending was the 
Saviour to thefe weak, doubdng, and incredulous dif- 
ciplcs! To fetisfy their fcruples, and prove incpntcft- 
ably, that hU re-'anitnated body yet remained upon 
earth, he manifefted hiirUelf again that very hour. We 
add, "therefore, 

5.' He appeat-ed to the Apoftles, then allembled 
tc^therf. He entered the room in a miraculous 
mahner; we need not expl^ or enquire, by what 
particular method. He Hood in the midft, with tx~ 
prelTions of love in his countenance, and addreHed 
them with words of confolation. Surprife and terror 
overpowered them j and ItiU it Ihould ftem, thty were 
unwilling to admit, that the v'ilion was any thing 
more than that of his Ipirit. But he, in tender 
compalTion, difperfed their fears, and banilhecl their 
fu^icions. 

At length, then, the evidence was full and com¬ 
plete. Not the worten only, but the Apoftles them- 
fclves, were witnefles of the iefurreftion of Jelus! He 
was feen, not merely by one dr two, but by many to- 
gedier. Nor did he fuddenly withdraw, like an airy 
phantom; for he now gave them dccifive proqfe of the 
reality and fameneis of his body. “ Here,” foid he, 
" behdd my wounded hands, and foet, and fide, which 
retain the marks of what I fufiered on the crofs. It is 
Jefus, your Lord and Mafter, who ftands before you. 

Take full fadsfaftion, and touching and embracing 

'... .... 

*Markzvi.i3. 

f Mark xvi. 14. Like wir. 36^43. John »(«19—a). 

me 
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me be convinced, that this Is not a but a real* 

corporeal fubftance.” 

O what tranfports of joy muft have filled their 
hearts! Surely they felt die mod ardent affefbons 
of gratitude, love, and zeal. Yet perh^qs, for a 
moment, the whole tranfaAIon might appear too won¬ 
derful to be true. He remained, however, in their 
prefence for fome time, upbraiding them with thtar 
perverfe and obdinace incredulity, and evincing 
further arguments ^le certunty of his refurre^tioa; 
He condeicended to cat, in their company, die very 
food which they themfelves offered him. Again he 
expreflW his earned defires for their happinefs, pro¬ 
nounced his benediddon, and renewed their Apodollcal 
commiflion. While he breathed on them, he gave 
them adurances of large communications of the Spiiit, 
and engaged to radfy thCllr fcntence, when they Ihould 
declare, to whom remiflion of fms Ihduld be extended, 
and from whom withheld. 

Hcr,e we paule, and thus, clofe the evidence, exhi- 
bited on the day in which our Lord role from the 
dead. The fubjed requires a more full and particu¬ 
lar application, than the .prefent fedion will admit. 
Let us meditate upon for our own ipiritual im¬ 
provement. . Thcfe numerous atteftations were in¬ 
tended for our convidion, as well as for that of die 
Apoftles. Even the pertinacity- of their unbelief has 
eventually proved a blefling, as confirming more 
abundantly the truth of the fcriptiires. We fee, then, 
bn how firm a bafis <Mir ^th and hope are builc, and 
how guilty, how Inexcufable thofe aie^ who rejed 
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or dcfpUe the Gofpd. The faft, which is here 
.maintained) conilitutes an effcntial ardcle of our 
creed: the whole fyftcm of CJiriftianity muft Hand 
ctr with it. • But ib decirire are thde teftimpnies, 
that we may defy the moft powerful and makvolenc 
9 Xtaic]si of infidels i all their attempts to iubvert the 
foundation of opr reUgion will turn to their own con^ 
dsfion. 

In thip fcfMrre&ioa of Jefps we perceive a never- 
iailing fource of confolation. We r^ice in the 
{ulHciency of that ranfom, which he paid down, and 
in the complete victory which be has obtained for us 
over aUiOur fpiricual' enemies. With peculiar exulta¬ 
tion* therefore, we fing, " Thanks be to God, which 
giveth the viftory through our Lord Jefus Chrift*;” 
and, “ BlefTed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, which according to bis abundant mercy 
begotten urn again unto a lively hope by the re- 

furreftton of Jefus Chrift from the deadf.” But does 

% 

dds fopg of triwnph property belong to ua? , What 
are tl^e advantages which we have derived from the 
Saviour? By our own experience of his ability to 
fave, can we ftand forth as hia witnefTes, maintaining 
that “ the Lord is rifien. indeed r* 

Letua not forget^ that hawill appear again, in the 
very fonofi body, was. crucIBed-oa mount CaU 

vary, and. oame forth Jkoai the fepulchre on die third 
day. feiritfhl people ftia|l then meet him widi 
joy unfpeakable aadb fott of gbrjr:’' ks wftl raife them 
tip by hU-mi^ty potecr, and admit them to a ftace of 

• » COr. xv. 57. t I Pet- h 3 - 

delightful 
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deli^tful intercourle with himielf for evermore. But 
how will chofo behold himj who have crucified him 
afiefht’* and continued to pierce him by their con¬ 
temptuous unbelief? He will be iheir Judge t and 
fuch will be his manifefiation, as to overwhelm tlAm 
with confufiony horrory and deQ>air. May we obtw 
redemption through his l^lood> and know the power 
of his refurrcftion,’' fo that, ** when He, who is our 
lifo, ihall appear, we alfo may appear widi him in 
glory*!” Amen, 

• Cot iiL 4. 
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1 

I 

'fejti: (t^eartd at *ferujalmt for the torvoUtion of fbe- 
' mas-—at tie Jtn of ^leriat—on a motrntaht ht Ga¬ 
lilee— and Again at Jerufdemt a little hfore his aj- 
eenfm. 

\ 

Never was there an event of greater importance 
to mankind, than the refurrcftion of Jefus Chrift; 
and never was any fa£l fo well attcfted. One evidence 

s 

was adied to another, to prevent or remove every 
doubt. Jefus Ihewed hlmfe^ ^ive after his pafllon 
by many in^iWe^oofs till he had convinced the 
moft unbelieving, and fatisfied the moft ftrupulous, of 
his difciples. He appeared to them not merely* once, 
but frequently, and gave them full liberty to examine, 
by fuch trials as they defired, whether he had rrfcn with 
a real body, the very fame which they had formerly 
known, and which they had beheld fuipended on the 
crofs. He came to them in different places, continued 
long in dreir company, did eat and drink with them, 
and deUvertd particular inffruffcions and command¬ 
ments, ** being ften of tfieni for^ days, fpcaking of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God."V 


L 3« 
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Thei? vl 0 ts of the Saviour to his Apoftlcs were 
intended, not only to aifure diem of his hi^ regard, 
and promote their particular comfort, but to qualify 
them for the important office of attefting his refur- 
reftion, and proclaiming his falvarion to the various 
kingdoms of the world. Accordingly, in due time-, 
they went forth and avowed themTelves his witnefles, 
in the foce of the moft malignant and powerfirf op- 
pofcrs. Th^ have given a dear, decided, and indu¬ 
bitable teftimony of the faft, which we are confidering; 
and riieii^ declarations ought to be ferioufly regarded. 
They could not be deceived by the united report of fb 
many of their fenfes, for they heard, and faw, and 
handled thdr belov^ Matter; nor would they have 
concerted fuch a plan for deceiving maffidnd, when 
they had nothing to ypeft from jt,‘ but the moft vio¬ 
lent periitcution even unto death' i^lf. 

We ha^e already menddned our Lord’s appearances 
on' the day of his reftirre^oh, and Ihall now advert to 
thofef, which occurred from! that dme to his afcenlion. 
May our contemplations oh this fubjeft promote in us 
all holy' affe<ttions! May we not merely afient to the 
doArine propofed, but derl^ from it an increafe of 
frith, hope, love, and joyl ’ 

I. He appeared with i particular view to the coa- 
vifftion of Thomas*. Evidence fufficient bad been 
given to all the other Apoftles; and acconSngly they 
were frtUfied. Indeed, diey ought to have yielded 
their aflent much fooner than they did; and therefore 



John n. a4«*S9. 

N a 



SCRIPTUR2 CHARACTERS. 


i8o 

Jcfus reprehended tlicm ibr their unbelief. Bwt when' 
he firft ftiewcd himfclf to them, as tlicy were aflRrmblcd 
together, Thomas was noc^refent, and, upon the re¬ 
port being carried* to hyrt, he refufed to credit their 
tcftiniony. He ptefumptuoufly required the convic¬ 
tion of his ov/n fenfes, before he would allow the ap¬ 
pearance to be tlte very body of his Lord. He de¬ 
clared, that he would fee, and put his finger into, the 
print of the nails which IiacI been ufed in the cruci* 

fixion^ and thruft his hand into the fide, which had 

% 

been pierced by the foldier’s Ipear, or elfe, that he 
would re|edt all other evidence. 

Tltomas, k feems, remained in this ftate of dark- 
nef» and unbelief for a whole week. During that time 
we do not find that Jefus vificed any of his dlfciples: 
perhaps he defigned, that in the interval they might be 
more at leifure for a deliberate examination of the 
feriptures, and tbe^tceflatlons already given. But on 
the eighth day following, or the next return of the firft 
day of the week *, he came, in the fame miraculous 
manner as before, into the midft of their ailembly. 
Having declared an affectionate regard for them all, 
he condefeended to ad^treis the incredulous Apoftle, 
who was then prefent, and for his foil iad$fa< 5 tion 
offered him the very proofi, which his prefumption 
had demanded. 

* It is likely, that the €tA day of the wtek. from th^t time, be¬ 
came the Aated feafon of the foiema meetiogs in'the-Charch, and 
' waa celebnkd .ai the Chriftiaii labbaib, being dlflingaiflied by the 
high and honourable appellation of the Lord'; Dny. A£b 7. 
iCor.avi. 2. |lev. i. le. 
t 
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What forthcr obgcdlion could remain? Thomas 
’K'as afhamed and humbled: convinced inch unde¬ 
niable evidence* he acknowledged not the refurre^tion 
only, but the Godhead of liis Saviour, and worlhlpped 
him with profound reverence and adoration, crying 

out, “ Mv Load, and mv God.!” His former 

^ % 

weaknels was now pardoned, and his faith, though it 
relied on fenfible demonftration, was gratioufly ac¬ 
cepted. Jefus rebuked him> but with tenderneis, for 
having fo long refofed his credit, and pronounced a 
peculiar blcffing on thofo, who, with real humility of 
mind, yield an unfeigned alfent and fubmifllon to the 
Goljsel, even though fuch ftropg teftimonies ihould be 
withheld, as a foeptical and arrogant caviller migiht 
require. 

This occurrence Ihould warn us to beware of un^ 
beliell which may, probablyy aaack us in various 
degrees, and in different fiiapes. fiow m^y around 
us are perplexed with unreafon^le doubts and feruples 
about the doflnnes, and even the truth of revelation! 

4 

Do you complain, that fulficient evidence is not 
afforded you ? But do you not indulge a very blam- 
able difpofitlon, as Thomas did, whilfl you aje iin- 

i 

willing to admit that light, which might produce con- 
vision? Have you feirly iludied the ibbje^l, and 
diligently c^famined the proofs and arguments, in 
which others acq^ieice? It U not for you to pre- 
feribe to God, by what particular means he ought to 
confirm las word. Thfsre is no need of further in- 
formation, if only your hearts were right. ** Be not 
faitblefs, but believing.” You Ihould not expert or 

N 3 alk 
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alk for fuch kind of demonftration, as Thomas rC' 

4 

ceived j but Icam with him to bow with real ful^ftion 
to the Savlout} acknowledging his ciTential glorjr, and 
his indubitable right to your love, reverence, and obe¬ 
dience, while you lay from the heart, ** My Lord, and 
my God." 

II. He appearcci at the fei of Tiberias*. The 
difdples, having remained the full time at Jerufalem 
for the celebration of the paflbver,. returned to Ga¬ 
lilee, where the chief part of them refided, Tliither 
the Angel.' direfted them to go, and there Jefus him- 
felf promlfed to meet them. It U probable, that Iris 
moft frequent vifits were made in that country, where 
his interviews with friends might be morc convenient, 
and lefs likely to excite notice and refentment, thaq 
at Jerufalem. A minute account of thefe interviews 
is not given usi nor is it ncceflary, 9 S they were de- 
ligned, not the proof of his relurre£tion, which was 
(hen fuihciently elUbliihed, byt for the private in- 
ftiruflion and comfort of his dear followers. In every 
frclh conference he confirmed their faith, difplayed his 
own power and grace, and manifefted the moft tender 
affedioo for them. This we cwnot but remark, in 
the inftance cow before us. 

Several of his difciples were engaged .in fUhing, 

* I ** 

ydiich had once been their common occupation; and, 
probably, they were ftill obliged to have recoude to it 
for their fupport. When they h^d laboured a whole 
night in vain, Jefus preft»ted himfeif to them on the 
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fea fiiore, and direfted them where to caft their net. 
A ntiraculous drai^ht immediately convinced thtrtj, 
^at it was cbeir Lord, who was at hand, and had given 
them iiich fuccefs. They haflened to him ; and upon 
their arrival, having prcjxired a fire and provifions, he 
condcfcendcd to cat with tliem. 

Perhaps, by that lar^ capture he intended ^ al^rd 
them a fcafonable relief for their neceflities, and to en¬ 
courage their dependence upon him, as die Lord of 
providence and grace. They were appointed to be 
fifhers of men; and, though in their office they might 
feem for a long dme to labour with no good effect, 
they were now taught, that, under his difeftion and 
influence, they might hope to inclofc immenfe multi¬ 
tudes in the net of the Golpel. Blefled Jefus, com- 
paffionate the ignorance and weaknefs of thy minitlens 
in our day! While they lament, that they weary 
themfelves in vain, do thou gracioufly inftrudl them, 
where and how they fhould call the net, lb that many 
razy be taken! 

In difcourfing with his difciples on that occafion, 
Jcfiis paid a particular regard to Peter, probably on 
account of his late &U, not ^nly to reprove, but to 
rellore and comfort him. After dinner, our Lord pro- 
pofed a folcmn enquiry to the Apoftlc, whether, as he 
had once profefied, he loved him more than all his 
brethren did. Peter replied with great flrmnefs, that 
he felt the moft fmcere affection for his Lord, and ap¬ 
pealed to Him, as the fearcher of hearts, for the truth 
of the declaration: but, remembering his own perfi¬ 
dious condufl, he dared not to boafi, as he had done 

N 4 before. 
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befbrc> that his attachment was ibonger. chan that of 
others. Jefus then required him to prove his regard, 
by faithfuliy pcrfbrnung the paftoral office, feeding the 
lambs of his flock.' Thrice did he renew the queflion, 
“ I-oveft thou me," and thiice repeat the charge, 
« Feed my fteep.” 

X.et each one 'conTider himielf as addreHed by the ^ 
Saviour in the fame folemn manner, “ Loveft thou 
me?” What anfwcr could we return? Some with 
humble confidence might maintain, even in his pre- 
fence, tliat their hearts glow with the warmeft affec¬ 
tion foi him. But many, whofe minds are atcrafted 
by different objcAs, notwithftanding their proftrflioq 
of ferious defires, can come to no fads&£lory decer- 
min:ition about the real (late of their fouls, and there¬ 
fore remain in a very painful fulpenfe.' Others furcly, 
if thus interrogated, muft be confounded; fince their 
habitual difpofidons and general pradlices declare^an 
avowed difregard, and even an infolent contempt, of 
Jefus. It wdl be foon decided^ whether we havfe a 
real attachment to his name; and ** if any man love 
hot the Iiord Jefus Chrift,” a tremendous ** anatliema-’ 
refts upon his head *. 

Peter was then infdrmed, that in lus old age he 
Ihould be c^ed to glorify God by fuffering the fame 
kind of death, as hU divine Mailer ha 4 done, and he 
was immediately charged to follow Him. A vain and 
fefolilh curioilty tempted the Apoftle to enquire, wliat 
Ihould become of Jolin, the beloved difciple,. who, it 

• I Cor. *vi. 
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Ihould Icenij proceeded with filent meeknefs to aoend 
his lx)rd. But curioHcy is feldom grapBed. In the 
prefent inftance* it met with a rcproofi for Jefus re¬ 
plied, What is that to thee ^ Follow* thou me.” 

Poflibly, we may with to propofc«a thoufand quef- 
tlons more abfurd and impertinent chan Peter's was. 
But let us learn to checlo our eagernefs for informa-^ 
tion in matters, which do not concern us. Why are 
we fo anxious about events, with which neither our 
happinefs nor duty is at all conneded ? One thing is 
of unrpeakabie importance and abrolute neceflity; nor 
fliould any other futyeA occupy tlic mind to the 
negle^ of this : it is, that we obey the Saviour's call, 
and go forth at his command. Are we willing to 
comjrfy with the injundion, as the ApofUes did, though 
contempt and poverty, yn|>rifonment and death, await 
us ? How many Ihrink at the appearance of danger! 
May the love of Chrifl conftrain us; and under that, 
influence, leaving all idle fpeculaiions, and fearlels of 
the fev^reft calamities, we fhall follow him cheerfully, 
counting nothing of any real value but his favour, his 
fervice, and glory! 

III. He appeared to a largp body of his difciples 
upon a. mountain in Galilee*. It fhould feem, that 
many, perhaps the moft of thole, who profefled an af- 
fedionate regard to him in that country, met there 
by his appointment. Probably, he had fixed the rime 
and place, that a great numbier mi^t more conve- 
piencly come together. It is fuppofed, that Saint Paul 

* Matt, xzviii. 17. 

fcferi 
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fefefs to chat aflcmbljr, when he fays, “ He was fcen 
of above five hundred brethren at once*;” and we 
.karn that the chief part of thcfe pcrfons furvivcd for 
feveral years, and atteftcd the fail, of which they were 
fye-witncfles. 

Upon a p4rticular mountain, to which they had 
been direfbed, Jefus prefontM himfelf in the midft of 
thcnit Some had been difpofed to doubt his refur- 
reftionj but they were then convinced, They faw, 
believed, and worfoipped him. May we, alfo, con- 
feft his glory, and bow before him with humble ado- 
fAtion! It is as incumbent upon us to do it, as it was 
upon the difciplcs in Galilee; though we arc not fa¬ 
voured with the fame difooveries, which tlicy had. Our 
feith is fupported by unqucftionable evidence. May 
the Saviour manifcft himfelf t© us by the power of his 
Spirit t and then we fiiall join our teftimony with that 
of the ancient Church, and we lhall fay, « The Loi-d is 
lifcn indeed!" 

Afterwards he appeared to James, but no particu¬ 
lars of that vilit are recorded; and once again to all 
the Apofiles, as we fhall foon remarkf. He did not 
jhew himfelf alive in a more public manner, either to 
the whole body ^ die people, or to the chief priefls 
^ nibrsj;. Such an nhibifion was not neceflary to 
prove the truth of hb refurredHon, which is efiahiifhed 
by the teftimony of a fidficienc number of indubitable 
witneftes. That ^cubar fovour could not be due to 

4 

V • I Cor. XV, <S. t « Cor. xv. 7. 

t Afts X. 41. 6eo Atterbory*a Sermon on this 

ihofe. 
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thofc, who had rejefkcd him with fo much contempt 
and violence. Befidesy if it had been granted,.it 
was not likely to produce any good efied, Hnce che^ 
refufed to be convince by all that he had faid or 
done, and afcribed his miraples, illuftrious as they were, 
to the power of magic or the agency of Satan. God 
is ufually pleafed to withhold an incre^e of Ipiritual 
means and privileges from them, wHo abufe or dcipile 
what they poflefs, and to beftow neater advantage^ 
upon fuch, as highly value, and ailigently improve, 
what they have already received. Let us fear for our- 
felves, lell, by (hutting our eyes againft the light of hi^ 
truth, we provoke him to withdraw.it froni us. 

IV. He appeared, al(b, to the Apoftles on their re¬ 
turn to Jeiufalem. As the feaft of Pentecoft, one 
of their grand fulemnitie:^ wu approaching, their pre¬ 
fence was required by the law* They arrived in that 
pity fome days before the (^val, and were there fa¬ 
voured, as in Galilee, wi^ the gracious viliis of their 
Maftert previous to his afeenfion Upon thefe oc- 
caHons he renewed to them fomp of his former in- 
ftrudions, and conErmed their ApoEolic cortimidion. 
He dire6fced their attention tj> tl^e foriptures of the old 
Teftament, dtat diey might fee die glorious of 
falvation to have been the fame foom the beginnings 
and be convinced that evay tifoig had happened to 
|}im in perfoft ^igreemcjitr the andent prophecies. 


* Matt.xxy^i8—2ft. xtu cp-^iS. I.ufec xxir« 

44.>49. Jt ti noc clear, bow oftea tbafe were rcpe^ced, or 
whether the wdiole of the i&dt<Se», here meotwoed, were delivered 
<0 the difei^i at dae time. 
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■Thelc they* had overlooked, or grofsly mifconccived. 
But now he.opened their underllandings, and gave 
tliem clearer and inore confiftent views of what the 
facred oracles had afl'eited concerning his death and 
refurreftion. He taught them, that, in confequence 
of what he had done, Hnners fhould be called upon to 
repent, and afibred of the forgiv^efs of their fins 
through faith in his name. The neceflity of conver-i 
fion, ai)d the offer of pardon throug]i his blood, were 
fome of the grand dofkrines, which he commanded 
them to preach among all nations; and thefc dofbinei 
arc evidently founded oh the fuppofidon, dut all men, 
without exception, are involved in a ilate of depravity 
apd condemnation. 

We remark, in an efpecial manner, that they were 
directed to open their procla^iation of mercy at jeru^ 
lalem, that iniquitous and murderous city, where the 
Ixird of glory had been crucified and fiain, This 
was a wife appointment | becaufe their bold defence 
of the Gpipel, in die place where it might and mufl 
have been confuted, if it had been a mere fiible, has 
clearly confirmed its pRith. We admire, alfo, the 
grace of Jefus here exhibited, in fending the firft 
meffage of peace to lus bloody perfecutors, but 
a few days befiiie had cried qut vith malicious rage, 
•* Away with him, crucify htmt” Who now can dc- 
ipair of obtain^ forgivenefs, yrhen offenders, under 
a load of fuch aggravated guilt, are invited and en¬ 
treated to return and live-? L<t diofe, who have finned 

the moft heinoufly and with the greatcfl obduracy, be 

* # 

encouraged to Uiten to the publicarion of ^e Gofpel, 

which 
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which hfts opebed a way for their reconciliation and 
acceptance with God. Behold! where lin abounded* 
■grace did much more abound 

Jefus charged his Apoftles to beara^thful tefti» 
mony of thefc things, wherever they Ibould go, and 
alTured them that they (Kould be qualified for their 
office by the inRuencc of the Holy Ghcfft, which they 
were direded to^wait for in Jerulalem a few days 
longer. He reminded them, ffiat he now polTeired 
abfolute and fupreme authority, and that both heaven 
and earth were fubjcfted to his dominion. As uni- 
verfal Lord, he fcnt them forth^to the uttcrmoft parts 
of tlie world, to preach the Gofpel to the whole human 
^cies. He inftnifted them to endeavour, among aU 
nations, to make profelytes to his religion, and to 
baptize all, who profcRed fubmiffion, ** In the name 
of the Father, and of* the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoftf." He declared, that every one conforming 
to this facramental rite, and maiiitsuning real faith in 
him, ihouid be admitted \o a ffiite of eternal bills and 
glbry; -but at the fame time he denounced the divine 
vengeance, in its moft terrible effects of cverlafting 


• Rom. V. zo, 

f Thit form of words, appointed to be ufed in Chrifttan bap- 
tiliB, is generally urged, and with great propriety, as a decinve 
pro(^ of the doftrine of the Trinity, and will, probably, be the 
means of fiipporting that doctrine to the end of time. For here, 
not only are the three perfbns dUUoAIy mentioned, but divine ho¬ 
nour and worfbip areaferibed to each; fince all, who are baptized, 
are dedicated to the fervice of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghofl, 
and taught to d'epend upon them, and give glory to tlietn, for the 
hkltlhga of redemption. 


milcry, 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

fuifcry, againft every unbelieving (inner. To confiftM 
meilage of his Apo^es, he promUed co endue them 
'With various miraculous powers: and, after enjoining 
them CO inculcate upon their converts a fincere regard 
to the principles aild duties of the Gofpel, he added a 
gracious aflurance of his own continual prefence with 
them, and with hU Church, even till the confummation 
of all things: 

Thus far he has proved himfelf true to his word. 
The Apoflles, to whom he delivered this important 
ootsmUTion, were fitted for their office by the abun* 
danc influence of hli Spirit. By an extraordinary 
tneafure of wiidom, xeal, and courage, they were en- 
abied to preach and propagate Chriflianity from king¬ 
dom CO kingdom, co the extremities of the earth j and 

at the fame time the many figns and wonders, which 

• ^ 

diey wrought, have given a ^ighf and vahdity co their 
doftrincs. 

We enjoy the benefice of their inflru^ioRs and la¬ 
bours : apd we bleis God, chat, though the fupema.* 
tural operations, which diey performed, are now ceafcch 
the fame Gofpel U puUifhed among ourfelves. It is 
the will of Jefus, that the light of his truth ihould ftiU 
ihine upon the world; and the mlnifters, who go forth 
under his direction, maintain no other principles, than 
what he commanded co be caught. They preach re¬ 
pentance and remiffidn of fins through fsutb in his 
blood. They declare, as abfblutely as the Apoftles 
could, ** He, who believeth and is baptized, Iball be 
foved and tliey are alfo conflralned to add, 90 the 
fame authority, that mod offenfive dcnandagon» ** Hcj 
who believeth not, fhall be damned.” 

3 Wc 
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Wc baVc been received into his Church by baprifm* 
and art his profefifed difciplcs. We fhould be re¬ 
minded, then, that we arc folcmnly devoted to God in 
his Covenant, and laid under the ftron^eft obligations 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, whofe name is named 
upon us. Are we walking confiftently with thefc en¬ 
gagements? Let us not depend upon the mere initia¬ 
tory right of the iacramental water, as if this would 
enlurc falvation, but enquire, if we arc joined to 
Chrift by a true and lively faith, the want of which 
muft expofe us to cverlafting deftrudion. Let us 
fcarch ind judge ourfelves impartially. The matter 
10 be examined is of unfpeakablc importance: it is no’ 
left than this, whetlicr we fli.all be faved or pcrirti foe 
ever. 

The minillers of Chrift are called to an arduous 
employment, even as dje Apoftlcs were j and a l^nfc 
of their own infufficicncy would totally dilcourage^ 
them, if their exalted Maftcr had not pledged liimfelf 
for their fupport. But, confiding in his promilc, “ I. 
atn with you alwayv” they may cheerfully expeft all 
needful afliftance, and rejoice in the hope,. that they 
fhall nof labour in vain. T^e violence of pcrlecu^ 
tion, or the prevalence of corriipt doilrinc, may 
(bmetimes excite their fears, as if the very exiftence 
of the Church was endangered. But let .them remem¬ 
ber, that jefus Is engaged to fecure its continuance 

even unto the end of the world.” The vcflel may 
be tQ 0 ed upon a lempcftupus fea, but He fitteth 
the hehn; and we fhould be latisfied to leave it under 
his care# Whatever oppofition he majr be picafed 

to 



192 SCRIPTURI CHARACTERS. 

to permit, his truth ihall remain and proper jn the 
earth: ** the gates of hell fhail not prevail agunft 
it*." The fame gracious declaration may fikewift 
animate and enliven private ^ChrilUans.' He, whom 
they fcrve, will (land by them and favc them? for, 
though his bodily preience be removed, he hath fald to 
every believer,* f* I will never leave thee, nor forfake 
dteef.’* O cruft in him, and difmifs your fears! He 
will guide you through the in^cate inazes of life, pro- 
tt 6 t you from the aflaults of your ftrongeft enemies, 
and comfort your drooping Ipmcs in feaibns of fevereft 
ajSi£lion. 

How many important confequences follow from the 
rcfiwTcftion of Jefus 1 Let tis briefly advert to feme of 
shofe advantages, which refuk to his futhful people. 

I. If Jefus be rifen indeed, then the facrificc, which 
he has offered, is accepted; *juftice is fadsfled; and 
nothing further is required for the expiadon of our 
guilt. “ He was delivered for our offences,” and, 
when he was difeharged from hb confinement )n -the 
grave, the Lord God declared in effe^, that every de-> 
jnand was anfwered, chat ^e ranfom was fuflicient, and 
diat pardon and peace were folly procured by tlus atone¬ 
ment. Therefore “ he was mifed again for our juftifi- 
cation^.” In dependence on the blood of the crofi, we 
may take up tl»c fong of holy exultadon, Who fhali 
lay any thing ro the charge of God’s ele& ? It b God 
juftifieth: Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Chnft that died, yea rather, that is rifen again §.*' 

t Heb. xiii. ■ 
i »iii. JJ. J4* 

2. By 


* Matt. xvi. iS. 
I Rcin« IT. 95 « 
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■ ft. By the refurreftion of Jeftis we perceive, that 
he is able to fupply the hcccffities of his people. Let 
us hear his owii exalted declaration, “ I am he that, 
liveth, ahd was deadi and behold, X alive for ever¬ 
more*:” and let os remember, tha; the life, which he 
now poffefles, he employs for the benefit of bis Church. 
Whatftrong confoladon^oes this adtninifter! In that 
ftate of glorious exiftence, to which he is reftored, what 
cannot he effe^fc or beftow ? This fubjed will be re- 
fumed i butj for the prefent, let us rejoice, diat, be¬ 
ing reconciled to God by die death of his Son, we (hall 
be faved by bis lifef.” He has power “ to ftrengthen 
filch as ^ ftand, and to comfort and help the weak- 
hcanedj'und to raife up them that fall, and finally to beat 
down Satan under our feetLet us humbly folicic, 
and thankfully receive,^ chat grace, which he waits to 
communicate to them that alk him. 

3. Since'jefus is revived, it, Spears undeniably that 
he has overcome death and the grave, and will make 
us partakers of his viftory. He rofc like a mighty 
conqueror, and proved ’himfelf fuperior to thofe for¬ 
midable opponents. But he rofe, alfo, in the name and 
as the reprefentacivc of his people. The pauis of dif- 
foludon await them, and their bodies muft be configned 
to the duftj but he will bring them up with triumph 
and great glory, and they fhall reign with him for ever 
and c^cr. How Ihould this proipeft animate and en¬ 
liven your fouls, if you have " known the power of hU 
refurrefiion,” and bcUe\'cd in his name! 


' * Rev, i. i 9 . 

VoL. IV. 


t Rom, V, io« 

O 


X litany. 

How 



>94 SCRIPTVRr CHARACTERS. 

How different will be your portion> who remain in 
ignorance and contempt of him! You> alfo, lhall be 
raifedi but you will “ awake to Qiame and cvcrlafting 
contempt Y6u lhall come forth, however reluc¬ 
tantly, and feel the vengeance of that Almighty Saviour, 
whofe counfcls of mercy you rejefted: fw then nothing 
lhall *' hide yoii from the lace of Him that litteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lambt>" May 
you now hear his voice, calling you to repentance; and, 
the grace of his Spirit, may you, who are ** dead in 
fins,” be " quickened together with Chrift!" So lhall 
you be ** raifed up together, and made to fit together 
in heavenly places in Chrlil Jefus Amen. 

•Dan.xii. 2. fRev.TLi6. tEph. 0.5,6. 
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$BCT. 44. 

i 

*jejiis ajctttdtd into heaven^ and fitletb at the right hand 

of God, as ear High frtifi, Benefador, and King. 

/ 

f 

After confidering the whole of our Lord’s con¬ 
tinuance upon earth, his holy conduft, miracles, and 
dofbrines, his fufferings, death, burial, and refurredtion, 
we might be expefted to clofe the account of this 
aftonilhing character. .But it may tend to increafe the 
hope and joy of our fouls, to enquire, in what ftate he 
now dwells, and in what momentous concerns his rc- 
alTumed life is occupied. This opens a frefh and ex- 
tenfive lubjeft, which may enlarge our conceptions of 
his glory and grace. He is removed to the bright 
world above, but he has not relinqullhcd the object, 
for which he became incarnate. There are thofe even 
here below, who yet maintain fpiritual communion 
with him, and who receive conftant proofs of his 
affetftionate regard and watchful care. May every 
reader be fo acquainted with the Saviour, as to. be a 
witnefs of his power, faithfuln^fs, and love, and recom¬ 
mend him to the notice and admiration of others! 
We obferve, 

O 2 
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I. He afccndcd into heaven. Various types and 
prophecies referred to this event. -The entrance of 
the Jewifli high prieft into the holy of holies on the 
folemn day of atonement, was a ftriking reprefenta- 
tion of the Meffiab’s going up to api>ear in the imme- 
diate prcfcnci of God*. The exaltation of the ark 
upon die hill of Zion, prefigured the fame thing. 
David, therefore, in many of his pfalms, is led from 
this very circumftancc to fpeak in fuch elevated lan¬ 
guage, as can be applied only to the important fubjeft 
before us ■}■. 

Jefus himlclf, alfo, both before and after his refur- 
redtion, foretold his own affumption. " In my Fa¬ 
ther’s houfe,” faid he, “ Are many manfions: I go to 
prepare a place for you“ I leave the world, and go 
to die Father—“ I afeend vpto my Father and your 
Father, and to my God and your GodThe event, 
whicli anfwercd to thefe declarations, is recorded widi 
great exaftnefs. 

The Apoftles returned to Jcrufalcm a litde before 
the fcaft of Pentecoft, and, being there aflcmbled to¬ 
gether, were favoured with the prefence of their divine 
Maftcr §. He conduced them out of the city to die 
mount of Olives, even to the confines of Bediany, 
the place which he had fo frequendy vifited. In this 
interview, doubtlel^ they received many important 
inftrufbions. 

4 

* Heb< ix'. 7, 11, 12. • t Pfal. xxiv. xlvii. Ixviii. 

t Johnxiv. 2 . xvi. 38. xx. 17. 

^ Mark xvi. 19, &c. Luke xxir. {o, &c. A< 51 s i. 4-^12, 
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He charged them not to depart from Jemlalem, till 
they had obtained die promifed influence of the Holy 
Ghort. They enquired, whether he intended at that 
time to rrftore the kingdom to Ifraclj for they con¬ 
cluded, that he was about to acconiplilh fome great 
objedt, and ftill entertamed the expectation of tem¬ 
poral grandeur and donunion, as annexed to the reigji 
of the Mefliah. But, to reftrain their curiofity about 
the ftatc in which his Chu ch fhould be fixed, he ob- 
ferved, that they were not permitted to know the fe- 
cret purpofes of God. He exhorted them to attend to 
their proper duty, and affured them, that, as they were 
appointed to preach the Gofpcl to the ends of tliC 
earth, they fhould foon be, qualified for the arduous 
work by the afliftance of tlic Spirit. 

He then lifted up hb hands, with great folcmnity, 
as did the jewifh high prieft over the people*, and 
blcffcd them, commending them to the divine pro- 
teftion. In that pofturc, fo expreflive of Jiis dignity, 
and frith words of kindnefs in his mouth, he was fe- 
parated from them, and afeended up to heaven in a 
flow, majcftic manner. They beheld him rifing, in a 
fplendid form, till at length their eyes could follow 
him no longer; a bright cloud received him; and he 
entered with a numerous retinue,, and amidft the joy¬ 
ful acclamations of Angels, into hb Father’s courts 
above. 

His difciples, filled with devout admiration, re- 

s 

mained fixed, probably, in prayer and praife, worfhip- 

• Lev. ix. *j. 
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ping their exalted Lord and Mafter, till two of his 
bright attendants came to' inform them, that jefus, 
■who was then taken up to glory, would return to the 
earth again at the end of time, with tlie fame marks 
of dignity and triumph. Nothing more could be 
wanted to confirm their faith, or gladden their hearts. 
According to their'Lord’s command, they took up their 
abode at Jerufalem, where they continued to be en¬ 
gaged in all religious cxcrcifes, till the Holy Ghoft dc- 
foended, and by his miraculous powers enabled them to 
go forth, to preach and propagate the Gofpcl through¬ 
out the world. 

Such is the authentic relation which is given us, 
and with this account the biftory of the four Evange- 
lifos is doled. The beloved difciple aflltres us, that, 
out of the numerous tranfadipns of the Saviour, a 
few only are feleded, and that the foie defign of this 
lacred narrative is, to induce men to believe on Jeliis 
for tlicir eternal falvauon *. Ah! how great is their 
perverfenefs and ftupidity, who, while they can eagerly 
attend to every trifling occurrence, difregard thefc 
matters, fo aflonilhing and fo infinitely momentous 1 
This is worfe than ablbrdity, it is the bafeft wickednefs, 
the higheft contempt of God. All dwfc, therefore, 
wht^efpife and rgeft his mercy, tendered to them in 
the Oofpel of his Son, will be left without cxculc. Every 
article of this weil-attcfted record will rife up in judg¬ 
ment CO condemn them. 

* Jdtt XX. 39,31, xri. 34, 25. 

But 



JSSUS CHUIST. X99 

But what do we conclude from die event laft men¬ 
tioned? We obferve, 

1. By our Lord’s afrenfion his dignity was dif- 
played, not To much upon earth/ as in the world 
above. His triumph before men is referved for a fu¬ 
ture day: but, when hi went up to heaven, the 'ce- 
lefrial fpirits, who furi;ound the throne of God, be¬ 
held his glory, waited on him as his fervants, and 
fang his praifes. “ The chariots of God,’' on which 
he then rode with victorious majefty, “ arc twenty 
thoufand, even thoufands of Angels According to 

David’s fublime defeription, his attendants fly before 
him, and demand an admiflion for the illuftrious 
conqueror in fuch words as thefe, ** Lift up your 
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlaft- 
ing doors; and the King of glory fhall come in.*' 
The enquiry is made, Who is this King of glory ?** 
and the anlwcr is returned, ** The Lord, llrong and 
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle;—the Lord of 
hofh. He is the King of glory -f-.” The gates being 
thrown open to receive him, acclamations of joy and 
fhouts of loudefr applauie are heard through the ce- 
leftial manfions. The Father himlelf welcomes his ap¬ 
proach, and lays, “ Thou art my Son, fit on my right 

4 

hand, until I make thine enemies thy fbotftool: Thy 
'throne, O God, is for ever and ever J." 

The holy Angels had beheld with amazement thdir 
incarnate God, fuffering, bleeding, dying: but then 
they celebrated hiis triumph, when they faw, that by 


f Pfal. Ixriii. »7. f xziv. 7~to. } Heb. i. 5, 8, 13. 
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the facrifice of himfcif he had defeated the daring 
purpofes of infernal fpiiits, ” had fpoiled principa¬ 
lities and powers, and made a Ihew of them open¬ 
ly*.” “ The number of them was ten thoiifand 

times ten thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands, fay¬ 
ing with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb, that was 
Hiin, to receive pqwer, and riches, and wifdom^ and 
ftrength, and honour, and ^ojy> and blcfllng f.” 
Surely it becometh us upon earth to echo back this 
fong with warincfl: afFc£bons, rejoicing in that com¬ 
plete viclory which our jefus has obtained over fin, 
Satan, death, and the grave, and in tliat exaltation 
which he now poflefles. 

The afcenfion, of which we fpcalc, is not that of 
the Godhead, merely, which, if intelligible, would be 
nothing wonderful; it is that of the man Chrift Jefus. 
The human nature, which was illumed in the virgin’s 
womb, and fuffered on the crols, was ratfed to hea¬ 
ven, and admitted to a participation of the throne 
of God. In order to rccompcnfe the voluntary«hu- 
miliatlon of Jefus, and difplay his ability to fave, 
** Gqd hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
^hich is above every name; that at the name of Jefus 
every knee Ihould bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; and that 

Ihould confefs, tliat Jefus Chrift is Lord* 
of God the Father J.” Let us, there- 
f^re, regard him in this ftate of elev^d dignity with 
profound .^oration. Let us look up to him for grace, 
mercy, and peace;,the bleOings, which we continually 


ever]|||pngue 
to the glory 


C0l.ii.j5. 1}, tz. I Phil. ii. 9—II. 

need. 
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need, and which he alone U able to bellow. Let us 
proftrate ourfelves, as guilty criminals, with unfeigned 
fubjefkion at his feet, and we lhall Ihortly be advanced 
to his prefence, and Qiare his bills and glory. For 
we obferve, 

2. By our Lord’s afeenfion, an entrance into hea¬ 
ven is fecured for all his ^ithful followers. He went 
up, not in his own name only, but in that of his peo¬ 
ple, as their head and reprefentadve. According to the 
Covenant, he demanded the kingdom for thole, whom 
he had purchafed by his blood, and then took poflef- 
fion on their behalf. How animating is the confideration 
to all thofc, who, opprefiiid with a fenfe of their guilt 
and mifery, “ have fled for refuge” to this gracious 
Saviour 1 It may feem, as if the holy manfions were 
barred againll them for their unworthinefs, and ajl ex- 
peftacion of admiflion were prefumptuous. But Jefus 
hath opened, " and no man fhutteth “ I go,*' 
faid he, “ to prepare a place for you:—and I will 
come again, and receive you unto mylelf; that, where 
I am, there ye may be allb j-.” He alTured his difei- 
ples, that his immortalidy would be their fecurity; 
and therefore his reception into glory is a pledge, that 
they lhall not be call out: Becaufe I live, ye fhall 
live alfo J.” He allb declared, long after his afeenfion, 
for the encouragement of all who fight under ^iie 
banner of his crofi, ** To him that ovcKometh will 
I grant to fit with me in my throne §.” 

What, then, Ihould damp your joy, or fhake your 
confidence, if you have believ^ in his name ? Look 

• Rev. iii. 7, t John xiv. a, 3. J 19. ^Rev, iii. 21. 
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to the higheft heavens, and there fee your elder 
Brother, who holds the kingdom for you, till you ar¬ 
rive at the proper age to take poflefllon in your own 
perfons. You Sre the members of his body* and you 
Ihall Diordy be ^^ith your exalted Head. Jelus, " the 
fore-runner, is for you entered into that within the 
veil*.” Can‘you want any further alTurance, that 
you and all his redeemed company Ihall follow him, 
Md att^n the glorious abode, to which he is gone 
before ? 

II. He now fitteth at the right hand of God. This 
)s an important article of our creed, from which we 
may derive ftrong confolation. David predicted, that 
his Lord Mefliah Ihould be fixed in that ftate of high 
JKlvancement, till all oppoAcion be efFeftually fub> 
duedfi and, in various places of the new teAamenr, 
tkk prophecy is declared to be fuUUled in Jefus j:. He 
himfelf Asretold it, even in his deepeft abalement, 
when he ftood before the Jewilh council, arrdgned 
as a criminal: ** Hereafter,” laid he, “ Ihall die Son 
of man fit on the right hand of the power of God 
This was not a vain boaft: the laft is fufficlently 

* 

aueAed by thofe, to whom it,was revealed by tlie 
Spirit, that he is gone into heaveiH and is on the 
right hand of God, Angels, and authorities, and pow- 
enif being made fubjeft tmto him K.” 

We attempt not to deferibe the ^ory of the cekllia) 

world, which is fo beyond oup cott^rehenAon, that 

* « 

I * ^ ^ 

* Heb. ri. 19, 20. ■ t cx. t. { Matt. xxU. 44^ 

AA* i>« 34 > 35 i I Cor. xv. 25. Hcb. t. 13. 5 Luke xxii. 69. 

H 1 Pet. iu. ti. 
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we Ihould foon be loft in the fublimity of the fubjeft. 
Yet it is not dlHicuk to imderftand Ibmething of what 
is meant to be conveyed] in the account of our Lord's 
prefent fituation. ** The right hand* of God" does 
not imply that He has any corpoi;eal fubftance or 
parts of a body. But, as 'with us the right hand is the 
chief inftrumcnt of action, generally ‘put forth when 
our ftrcngth is exerted, and therefore ufcd to denote 
power, fo this phrafe expreftes the abfolute and unc(m> 
troUable dominion of Jehovah. The right hand alfo, 
with men, is the place of honour and diftinftion: 
there cannot be a feat of higher exaltation than that 
which is ncarcft to the king, the right hand of nYajefty. 
So fer, then, is clear, that the ftate, which our Lord 
pofledes in heaven, is that of iupreme authority and 
moft elevated dignity. ^In that ftate " he fits,” by 
which his continuance in it is evidently reprefcnted. 
But as this is the pofture only of Him, who is “ King 
of kings, and Lord of lords,” the words may alfo liw 
intended to fuggcft the idea of his Ibvercign grcamefs. 

If it be faid, that SKphen, when he beheld ** the 
heavens opened,” faw Jcfus « standing on the 
right hand of God it is replied, that the Saviour 
might probably, on that folemn occafion, « appear 
ftanding to Stephen, as ready to affift him, as ready to 
plead for him, as ready to receive him j*.” * 

We enquire further, Wh« is the grand diftinftion, 
what the peculiar employment, of Jefus in his ex- 
altation? This is an interefting fubjefb; but it in¬ 
volves fo many things, which arc too high for us, 

• Aftr vii. 56. t By, ptirfoo on the Creed. 
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that “ wc cannot order our fpeech by reafon of dark- 
Siefi.” Yet wc may advance a little. It is clearly 
declared, that he is the olgeft of worflup to all the 
celeftial hoft: ‘they fall upon' their faces before liis 
throne, willi profound adoration. Wc need hot fear, 
theof to imitate their example, or to aferibe to him 
“ the kingdoth,* the power, and the glory.” O that 
all the inhabitants 'of the earth may be hlled with ad¬ 
miration of his divine perfeftions, and join with the 
aogelk choir in Tinging, “ Hallelujah, for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth*.” 

Tile attention of Jefus is not confined to heaven: 

ftitl “ his delights are with the Tons of men j*.” His 

% 

heart is fixed on accompliihing the work of love, 
for which he afllimed our nature. HU Church is 

f 

die objed of his care: for ^its enlargement, protec- 
don, and profperity,.he is anxious; and he will con¬ 
tinue to man^ its concerns till the confummanon 
of all things, when the grand fcheme will^e com¬ 
pleted. If we belong to this favoured focicty, we 
lhall have bufinefs of importance to trania(ft with him 
every day. The great art of the Chriftian life is to 
^intain fuitable affections towards thjs exalted Per¬ 
sonage, who fitceth on tlk ri^t hand of God.” 
For this purpofe, we fhould remember, 

I. He is our High Prieft. As fiich, he undertook 
jto eiqiiate our guilt by his atoning- facriiice, and pro¬ 
cure i» free- accefe unco the Father by the prevd- 
jency his iniercefTion. 'I*hc Jewilh hi^ priefls 
were types of Jefus. As they went within the veil 

• R«». xix. 6, f Prov, viii, 31, 
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of the temple before die mercy-feat, on behalf of die 
people, and were required to prcfent there the blood 
of various olFerlngs; fo Jefus hath “ entered into the 
holy place by his own blood He has no need to 
repeat the oblation, which he made; but he pleads 
its efficacy, and prays, that as many as believe, in the 
utmoft parts of the earth, and to the end of time, 
may receive all its benefits. The voice of the pro¬ 
phets ahd apoftles is full and loud on this fubje£t. He, 
in particular, whofe pen was moft employed for the de- 
fence and promulgation of the Gofpel, has left a record, 
which affords the flrongeft proo& and cleared illuftra- 
tions of the Saviour's faccrdotal charadter f. 

In what manner his mediation in heaven is con- 
dudted, we do not pretend to explain. He afles, he 
claims, the bleffings, for which he died; he exhibits 
his crucified body, as an ofiering, and a facrlfice to 
God for a fweet-fmelling favour :f.” A confidcration 
this, wl^h muft prevail: and let us rejoice, that it 
is urgdd in behalf of all thofe, who by faith call upon 
his name. 

The defeription is a little varied, when Jefus is 
Ipoken of as our Advocate; for this reprelenation 
refers to judicial proceedings. We are fummoned 
CO appear in court, and arraigned before the fupremc 
cribunaL We are put upon our trial, and found 
guilty. What, then, Ihdl prevent our condemnation, 
and the execution of the fentence? Jefus undertakes 
our caufe, and offers a plea in our favour, alleging what 

• Hcb. be. 12. t Paul’s Epiftle to the Hebrews. 

! } Eph. V. 2. 


he 
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he himfelf endured on the croft. Thus the arm of 
jullice, ready to fall upon xis, is arrefted; and pardon, 
peace, and falvation, are procured. 

We ihall never perceive any value or lliitableneft 
in the charadler. of the Saviour, as here given,- till 
we we deeply imprefied with a fenfe of our guilt and 
convinced x>( odr unfitnefs <o ftand before the holy 
Lord God. however, we are thus couched with 
ihame and fear, we (ball rejoice in having fuch an One 
to mediate for us, through whom we may be confident 
43f obtaining acceptance. This will encourage us to 
fty both to ourfclvcs and our fellow-finners, “ Hav¬ 
ing therefore, brethren, boldnefs to enter into the ho- 
lieft by the blood of Jefus,—and having an High Prieft 
Qver the houfc of God j let us draw near with a true 
heart, in full aflurance of ^th*.” We may defy 
every enemy, and challenge every accufer, depending 
on the gracious intcrpofidon of our Redeemer. “ Who 
fliall lay any thing to the charge of God's It is 
God that juftifietl). Who is he that condemnith ? It 
is Chrift that died, yea rather, that is rifen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who alfo maketh 
interceflion for us f.” 

2. He is our great Benefoftor, the fource of aM 
^Kricual blefiings, ** the author and finifher of our 
£uch.’*^ He fits upon a throne of grace, and exercifos 
^ mtA enlarged munificence. When he ** afeended 
on lugh*” he ** received gifts for men J,” the abun¬ 
dant infiuences of die Holy Spirit, which would not 
-otberwife have been communicated to us. Thefe 

* Hcb.a. i9'-2a. t Rom. viiL }3, 34. tPfal.lxvm. i 9 . 
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were browed oh the ApoIUes in an extraordinaiy 
meafure: but, in every age of the Church, all die light, 
ftrength, and comfort, wluch any of his people pollels, 
are derived from him. For ** unto eVery one of u* 
is given grace, according to the me^ure of the gift 
of Chrift He is the ■^e, we are the branches fj 
and therefore he alone .can miniftt^r' nouriihment, 
for the purpofes our fpiritual fupport, growth, and 
fruitflilnefs. He b the head, ,we are the members s 
and therefore to him we muft look for guidance, 
vigour, and proteflion. Hb ^ithful followers will 
all join their grateful atteftanons, and fay, ** Of his 
iulnefs have all we received O let us love, and 
praile, and lerve him, with our warmeft affeftions I 
** BlefTed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with 
benefits, even the God of our Ovation ||.'* Thofe 
only can treat hb charader with contempt or in¬ 
difference, who fupppfe that they are « rich, and in- 
creafed ^ith goods, and have need of nothing; and 
know not, that they are wretched, and miferable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked 4>/* 

3. He is our King. To eflablifh a government, 
in the world, was the great obje£t of hb incamadon. 
Yet he appeared in a ftate of extreme weaknefs, and 
was treated with fcornfiil infblcnce. How different 
his lituation now! ** All power b given unto him 
in heaven and in earth **.’* He reigns eiuhroned in 
glorious majeffy, ** ftr ^xrve aH prindpalicy, and 
power, and mig^t, and dominion, and every name 

a 

* Eph. iv. 7. t John xv. } Col. u. 19. S 
H Pfal. Ixriii. 19. 4 Rcr. ui. 17. ** Mstt. xxriii. iS. 

that 
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that is named, not only in this world, but allb in that 
which is to come The adminillration of the af- 
feirs of univcffal nature is committed to Jefus. The 
difpenfations of'providence arc all ordered according to 
his fovereign plejifure. But the principal confidcration 
is, that he continues to carry on the plan for eftablllh* 
ing a kingdoni ,of grace among menv 

The human race are univerfally engaged in a 
fyltem of rebellion againft Heaven. Jefus fends to 
entreat their fubmiHlon, and perfuade them to lay 
down their arms. His minifters ,are continually 
calling to fmners in his name, ** Be ye reconciled 
to Godt»” and thole, to whom the Gofpel proves 
efFedlual, are “ made willing in the day of his 
power Then they are alhamed of their paft op- 
poficion, and yield thenifelvcs with unfeigned fubjeo 
tion to his dilpofal. They acknowledge the jufticc 
of his clun^ to their obedience, approve of his laws 
as holy, juft, and good,” and promife t^ regulate 
their condudk by a regard to his will. Thefc ‘are his 
“ peculiar people,” refeued from the tyranny of Satan, 
and tranflated into the kingdom of Jefus 

Happy, happy thofe, who thus reftgn themlclves to 
the government of “ the Prince of peace 1 ” LiK^ 
a gracious ibveretgn, he dilpenlcs to them a free 
pardon, without any exception of perfbns, he receives 
them under his care, provides for all their ncccflittcs, 
and d^ends them from all hoS&k afraults. In con> 
&quencf of their fidelity to him, they be at* 
ticked by various enemies} and their conflict may 

• Eph. i. 21. t * Cor. v. 30. J PfeJ. cx. 3. f Col. i. 13. 
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^ ’{harp. But, as they fight under his bahncr, he 
will Icajre to them the fipal conqucft, and not fuffcr 
himfclf to be deprived of the mcancft of his faithful^ 
fubjefts. You, therefore, who have vowed allegiance, 
be of good courage, troft and rgoice in his power, 
truth, and love. 

** He muft: reign till* he l>|icli pue all enemies under 
his feet*.” This exprclTion is token from the cuf- 
tom of ancient warriors, who, exulting over their van- 
quilhcd adverfarics, commanded tliem to be led in 
chains, and then trode upon their necks f. Thus 
will jefus triumph in the cqd, and prove the com- 
pletrtefs of his viftory. All oppofirion to his grand 
defign lhall be endrely fubdued. The conteft, which 
his people maintain againfi: Satan, (hall foon be con¬ 
cluded to their honour and unfpeakable felicity 
Their inward depravity, that “ body of death,” un¬ 
der which they groan, lhall be purgcJ%way, and irs 
painfiil aflaults experienced no more for ever §. Death, 
alfo, the laft of their enemies, lhall be finally de- 
ftroyedj|. While their bodies'are co^ined in the 
grave, they appear to be under its dominion; but 
Jefus has pledged himlelf for their refeue. He will 
raife them from the duft, and clotlie them with im¬ 
mortality. ** Then lhall be brought to pafs the 
faying that is written. Death is fwallowcd up in 
viftory J* 

As many as refole fubmiflion to hb government, (hall 

difplay his power and julHcc'in their cverlafting pu- 

* 

* 1 Cor.jcv. 25. t Joft. X. 2f. t Ro®* *vi. «p. 

^ vii. 24, sj. |] 1 Cor. XT . 26. 4. 1 Cor. xv. $4. 
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nifhment ** As the 'vclTels of a potter filall th«^ 
be broken to fliivers Thus even the wretched in¬ 
habitants of hell will remain an eternal monument 
of the abfolute and uncontrollable dominion of Jefus. 
The very Devils, (hall feel the weight of his arm, 
and receive an incrcafe of torment for their oppoficion 


to his kingdom.,' It is his determination to fiib- 
due all things unto himfelf:” and therefore it will 


be our whdom, as it is our bounden duty, to bow to 
his feeptre, and live in cheerful obedience to his pre¬ 
cepts. O kifi the Son, left he be angry, and yc 
perKh from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 
a little! Blelted are iW they, that put their^ truft 


in him f*” 


* Rev. ii. 37. 
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Je/ui will return in his xiory—judge the world with 
figbteoujne/s^and then reftgn bis mediatorial king- 
dom. 

4 

Jesus, who afcendcd* into heaven, and now litteth 
at the right hand of God, is occupied in carrying; on, 
from age to age, a plan of extcnfive mercy j a plan, 
of which we can form no adequate conceptions, but 
which, even from our ^refent imperfedt views, fhould 
excite us continually to the exercife of hojy admiration, 
gratitude, and love. This plan will loon be com¬ 
pleted, and we lhall be called upon to contemplate it 
in its various parts, with a degree oflight and informa¬ 
tion, which we are now incapable of receiving. 

We forbear to enlarge upon the grand fcheme of 
providence, by which the government of Jcfus will be 
*Tuppoited and advanced, dll all oppofiuon be fubdued, 
and his empire be univerlaL Suffice it to obferve, 
th^. the ■ Idngdoms of tlus world lhall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift *.’* We for¬ 
bear to enquire, what will be the Kate of things at that 
glorious period, when Jefus, together with his famts, 

I 

• Rev. xi. 15. 

Pa- lhall 



Sll SCRt^TURl CHARAC^TEftS. 

{hall reign upon the earth for a thou&nd years 
Us endeavour to look, beyond all the tranfaflions/ 
^hich arc yet tq take place in the prclcnt lyftem, 
to the folemn clofe and final confummatioii. Let u» 
dircft our atteniioh to the re(;ond advent of our R«- 
deemeo the conflagration of this terreftrial globe> the 
general rdurredlfon, the unlVierfal judgment, and the 
appointment of men to heaven or to hell, according ter 
^eir charafbers. \Vbat awful ftAjeils are thcle! Wha 
Can read or think of tiiem> without the mc^ lerious 
impreiTions and eameft prayers? “ O Lord jefus 
Chriftj graht that at thy fccond coming to'judge the 
World, w« may be found an acceptable peojf^e in thy 

fight t!" 

Jefus Is already poltefl^ of unfpeakaUe gloiy, 
being e:talted " far above all principality and power,** 
and worfhipped by the Angels, winch furround hi» 
throne. But we have remarked, that, though he 
be ** lA>rd of all,” his majefty is not yet publicly 
exhibited on epth. At his promifed return,' how> 
ever, his triumph will be celebrated, and his dignity 
tiniverfally acknowledged. The holy fcripturcs make 
irequent mottion of dut feafon. It is called ** the 
great day,” for the events of every other are comw 
paratively trifling. It is ” the day of God,” beesufe 
Jehovah will no longer leave finners to th^ own 
ways, but vindicate his fbvereign authority. It is 
** the day of Chriflr,*' fince lus 4 iara£Icr Will then 
be difplayed; bis enemies lhall lick the duft X 

* Rer. xz. 6. t Colleft for the third Sunday in Advenu 

I Pfal, hzH. 9. 
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** tpfcry knee fhalt bow at his naine> and every tongue 
that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the ^ry of God 
the Father 

This» therefore, u flyled ** the glorious appearing 
■of the great God and our Saviour Jehu Chrift f.’* 
The delcriptions of it are the moft auguft and exalted, 
which can be conceived. lAngua^e &iU to give us 
any adequate ideas of the divine majefty, which wilt 
then be exhibited in the perfbn of Jefus Chrift. 
Moles could not behold the brightnefs of his prefence 
upon mount Sinai: but his mantfeftation, at the laft 
day, will be inconceivably more fplendid and magni¬ 
ficent. Thus he himfelf fpcdcs of it-. " The Son of 
man fhall come in the clouds of heaven, in his glory, 
and in the glory of his Father, and all the holy An- 
geds with him: thei^ lhall he fit upon the throne of 
his gbry} and before him fhall be gathered all na¬ 
tions Such, alfb, are the declarations of liis 
Apofties, ** The Lord lhall defeend fiom heaven 
wicA a Ihout, wkh the voice of the Archangel, and 
with the trump of God.” ** Behold, he cometh with 
clouds} and evAy eye /ball fee him, and they alfo 
which pierced him: and all lundr^ of the earth 
fhall wail becaufe of him. Even fo. Amen 

What a grandeur will be (hfplayed in his retinue! 
The edeftial world fhall pour forth its inhabitants, to 
accompany their King} and, from the number and 
ipkodour of his attendants, we lhall then be convinced 
of the greatnefs of lus-majefty. Thofe “ miniftertng 

*FU).u. lOf Ji, t rit.U.13. 1 Man. xtri. 17. xuv. 30. 

XXV. 31, js. 1 1 Thein' iv. x6. Rev. L 7. 
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fpirits,” ^7ho are as a flaming fire,” Turpafs in ftrengA 
and brightncls all the conceptions we can form. Even 
one of this hofl has been enough to confeimd fome of 

* I 

the moft holy men upon earth. What an appearance, 
then, will be exhibiosd by the thoulands and millions, 
who fliill grace the triumph of the Saviour! ** They 
do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of 
his word*.” By his diredlion they will proclaim the 
fummons for all mankind to ftand before him. “ He 
ihali fend his Angels with a great found of a trumpet, 
and they fliall gather together his eleft f.” " In a 
inomcnr, in the twinkling of an eye,—the trumpet 
foall found, and the dead lhall be railed “ All 
that are in the graves lhall hear hU voice, and Ihall 
come forth, they that have done good, unto the rc- 
fuiredtion of lifet and they that h^ve done evil, unto 
the rcllirrcdtion of damnation §.” “ I'he heavens 
fhall pafs away with a great nmle, and the elements 
ihall melt with, fervent heat, the earth alfo, and the 
works that are therein, ihall be burned up||.” 
great white throne” appears, and ” the Ancient of 
days” fits upon it, from whole fa<^ the earth and 
the heaven fly away, and there is found no place for 
them. The dead, fmail and great, ftand before God, 
and the books arc opened 4..” 

Thus all, in that numerous aflembly, Ihall be wit- 
ncflfcs of the honour of, Chrift j but with how dif¬ 
ferent affiiilions will they meet him! There-arc 
thofe, who, with holy exultation, will then fing, 

• Pfil. elii. »o. fMau. xxhr. 31. JiCor.xv.^a. ^Johnv, 
fS, II a ?9t. ui.'10. 4 -Dan. vU. 9, 10. Ret', mx. ti, 11. 
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•‘Lol 'this is our Godj we have waited for Him, 
and he will fave us: this is the Lord; we have 
waited for him, we will be glad, and rejoice in his 
falvadon Others, confounded and terrified at his 
prefence, Ihall fay to the mountains and rocks, ” Fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of him that litteth 
on the throne, and from the wr^ of the Lamb: 
for the great day of his wrath is come, and who fhoU 
be able to ftand f." 

The Loid Jefus, tlien, at his glorious advent, will 
proceed ** to judge the world with rightcoufnefs J;.” 
To this high oftice he is exprefsly appointed by the 
Covenant. It is eommiued to him, in order that the 
dignity of his charafter may appear; “ that all men 
Ihouid honour the Son, even as they honour the Fa¬ 
ther It properly ^belongs to him, as the fovc- 
rcign, univerfal King. Judgment, being a pare of 
cxccudve government, appertains to majefty { and, 
therefore, Jelus, who is “ Lord of all,” poflefles the 
right* of exercifing judicature over the fut^efb of his 
dominion. 

It will be one of the tmp6rtant objects of that 
day, to exhibit the perfections of God,. which are 
now obfeured, and to vindicate his prefent difpen- 
fadons, the equity and wifdom of which are fee- 
quendy difputed and. denied. Such is his amazing, 
condefeenfion, that he will fubmit his general pro-' 
ceedings to our infpeCtion, and call on us to declare 
Qur approbation. The reafons of his dealings with 

* Ifa. »xv. 9. t Rev. vi, 16, 17, J Pfal xcvi. 13. 

IJohnv. a3. 
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US .in' this world arc often concealed. “ His way is 
in the {cj, and his path in the great watersj and his 
fcodteps are not known \Vc fooUlhly prcfumc 
to Ipeculate, gavilj and hnd fault i when we ought to 
acquiefcC} with patience and thankfulneft,* in his dif- 
j>ofal. We niay confider him, as faying to each one 
of us, “What I^<lo, thou lyioweft not oowj but 
tljou Ihalt know hereafter f.” Every thing, even 
then, may not be pcrfc^lly explained ; but fo much, 
at leaft, of the divine condu<ft will be laid before us, 
as to convince iis, that in all its parts it has uniformly 
been “ holy, and juft, and good.” 'It is exprefsly 
aflerted, That will be “ the day of revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God J.” Under dark di'*pen- 
fatiors, therefore, when our minds arc perplexed with 
doubts and fears, let us learn to^wait for clearer infbr*^ 
iriation. Our difficulties will foon be removed, and 
<;ur objeAions anfwcrcd. The fevereft calamities, 
believers endure, will appear to have been ap- 
pointed in wifdom, faithfulncls, and love. They* will 
all with one voice cry out, “ Great and marvellous are 
thy works, Lord God Almighty j juft: and true are thy 
ways, tliou King of laints § !" 

Another purpofe to be efte^lsd in the judgment, 
and what our plan leads us chiefly to infift on, is, the 
' tpanifeftation of the wonderful fcheme of redemption, 
in its various. connoSUons and dependencies, and the 
pqblic difplay of the dignity, the woik, and plEces 
of the Saviour. Jefus will then be acknowledged, 

• Pfil.. Ixxvii. J9. + John xiu 7. t Rom* hi S* 
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“ over all, God bleUed for ever*.’* Indeed theater* 
fefbtons, which he muft neceflarily poflels, as fupFernc 
and univerfal Judge, evidently prove, .Aat he b fupe- 
nor to the moft exalted creatures. At the fame time, 
the contrail will be moft ;tftonilhing; ^en his humi¬ 
liation and grace are viewed in con|up£lion wldi hit 
glory. He will be fecn, hot only as King of kings, 
and Lord of lords,*’ but as the Lamb, that was 
flainnor will he be alhamed to bear the marks of 
his fuflferings. His body ftill retains die print of the 
nails in his hands and ftet, and the hole in his pierced 
fide, as the memorials of his crucifixion. 

The nature and confequences of the trial, which 
will then be inlHtuted, and the qualifications of Jefus 
for his high funftion, will appear from the following 
Confiderations. • 

I. He is wile. A dear diftemment of the de¬ 
mands of the law, and of die difierent calcs of the 
peribni^ arraigned, is of peculiar importance in a 
judge: and this is what Jefus polTefles without any 
deftd. He cannot be i^orwe of the rule of duty, 
which he himfelf came t6 enlbrce and explain; nor 
can he pollibly be miftaken in die charaders or con- 
duft of thofe, who arc lummoned before Wm. Every 
di^ile, which migjit blind the eyes of men, is re¬ 
moved in his prefencc. No vain pretences, however 
Ipedous, can deceive him; no felle acteftations ob- 
|dn credit at his bar: for ** He fearcheth the reins 
and hearts f.** He may be plealed to admit the tef, 
nmony of others, yet he (lands in no need of their 

• Itom. ix. 5. t “• 
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bfbrjnation. tie might convift or acqult> on eh^ 
ground of his own unerring obJcrvacion; every fecrcc 
thing is noted down in his book, and he knows ,“ eycry 
man’s vtorky of what fort it is.” How difierent are 
Imipan courts of judicature, where the evidence may be 
ib defc&ive^ or fuch lhameful impoHiions praftifed, 
tlwt the guilty may efcape, and the innocent fuffer! 

It will, be allowed,, that judgment properly belongs 
to jefus, if we obfervd; 

1. He is juft. However clearly men underftand 

% 

the cafes, which are fubmicted to their dccifion, they 
may determine under the influence of corrupt mo¬ 
tives, fo as to condemn the innocent blood,” and 
“ accept the perfons of the wicked But it is 
not poflible, that Jefus Ihould feel any . prejudice or 
jjartiality, or be mifled by wrpng affeftions. “ Shal^, 
not the Judge of all the earth do rightt Jufticc 
and judgment arc the lubitation of his throne^^’*. 
He is ** Faithful and true, and in righteoufnels hewdoth 
judgeV’ “There is no refpeft of perfons with 
him H.” Accordingly, in clafling the numeroys aflem- 
bly at his tribunal, he pays no regard to any pther epn- 
lidcration dun that of their characters. For he fhall, 
iepara^ them one from another, as a ihepherd divideth 
his fheep from the goats: and he ftiall let the lhcep on, 
his right hand, but the goats on die kfc l.” ; ^ . 

A different ientence awaia thefe (Afferent deft^ip-. 
tions of men} but, even in that decifionj.rhe^will, 
xnaaifeft his own holinefs, truth, and equ^y. He 

4 

•Prj.lxxxil. a.xciv.ai. + Gtn. xviil. 25. t * 4 *^ 

% Kiv. xix» ii» (I Roai. it. i !• 4’ 3 j. 
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wiU condefcend to declare the reafons, for which he 
admits ibme to his blifsful prefence in heaven, and 
dooms others to a ftate of everlafting punilhment. 
Such as have believed in his name, are completely 
juftified through his obedience j yet he will prove, 
that they are faved conliftently with his eternal love 
of righteoufnefs. It wiU appear, that they were re¬ 
newed after his image ** through landHfication of the 
Spirit,” and that they had evinced the change by their 
habitual regard to his will, and by their pious labours. 
He will, therefore, produce their good works for his 
own glory, as well as the vindication of tlieir charafiers. 
The impenitent will be confounded by the horrors of 
an accufing confcience, and by the light of the Judge, 
who is privy to all their fecrct tranfaftions of iniquity, 
and malignant difpolitions.« But he will, alfo, demon- 
llrate the jufticc of their condemnation before the 
aflcmblcd univerfe, by publicly exhibiting their evil 
deeds, their neglcil and contempt of every thing truly 
excellent.* So that, however tremendous that ftate 
may be, to which they are appointed, none will pre¬ 
fume to lay, My punilhment is greater than I 
deferve.” 

We conlider, further, the qualifications of Jefus for 
his office, while we obferve 

3. He is powerfid. The whole proceedings of our 
courts of judicature would be trifling and abfurd, if 
the ju^e pollefled no authority to execute his len- 
cence. The Lord Chrift bears the fword: He is 
** ^ Almighty • ” Strong is his hand, and high 

* Acv. i* 8, 
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is his right hand*.’* Whoever may bo di^fed to 
arrrign of the equity of his decifion, it muft be car' 
ried into eifeft. What his lips*pronouiice, he witt 
mftantly perform. Vain would bfe all rcfiftance: fiar 
who fijflll dare «to contend with Him ? The gates of 
heaven lhall be evened at his command, and admit his 
redeemed people: ^ot tme; of that focicty, can poffi- 
bly be excluded. If he Ihould fay to us, " Enter ye 
into the joy of your Lord,’* the united force of the 
whole creation would be unable to prevent it. HU 
word, alfo, will be with power, when he lhall utter 
that tremendous doom, " Depart from me, ye curfed.” 
Do any complain, or refofe to obey ? Alas! to whac 
purpofc ? The mandate is irrefillible; it is enforced 
by omnipotence. Whoever, therefore, may wifh or 
attempt to evade the lentrnce, it muft take place. 
The wicked ** lhall be punilbed with cverlafting de- 
UruAion from the prefence of the Lord, and foom the 
glory of his power 

Whilft we allow and maintain, that it is tlie prero¬ 
gative of Jefus to execute judgment, let us not forget 
that ‘‘ evoy one of us muft give account of himfelf 
to Him X” With all lerioulhefs and diligence, let us 
** {M'cpare to meet our God §.” Let us dwell upon 
the awful fub}e( 5 t, that It may leave a deeper impreHion 
ttpon our minds. 

This judgment will be umverfal, as extendii^ to 
the whole rational creadon. The holy Angris will 
be interefted, but we prduffle ndt to eiqjlaih in what 

4 

* F£il. txxxix. 1}. 1 1 Their, i. 9. { Rom. rir. is. 
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par^tar maimer. They wiU be gathered'together, 
lb as to become one body in Chriit with all his laints, 
•pcrfeftly united under Him, and, probably, confirmed 
•and fecured in their happy and glorious ftatc for ever 
The fallen fpirits will be brought ^th for public 
trial -and condemnation. ‘They are “ referved in 
everiafiing chtuns under daxknefs fot judgment of 
the great day The bafcncfs of their charafter, and 
efpecUUy their malignant oppo&ion to Chfift and 
his people, wiD then 'be manifelled; and they will be 
configned, on the clearcll grounds of equity, to thofe 
manfiMS of horror and defpair, where “ there ihall be 
weepang, waihng, and gnaihing of teeth.'’ 

But the proceedingfs of that day are deferibed, as 
having a peetdiar reference to our world: and h » a 
confideracum the utmoft moment to ourfelves, that 
every individual of the human race will be fommoned. 
" We muft ^ appear before the judgment feat of 
Chrift What an intmenfe concourfe! It muft 
baffle flur calcidatkms. Adam, and his numerous 
progeny, even to bh kteft defeendanr, muft ftand to> 
gether at the oibunal; nor will any one in that vaft 
ftftbmbly pafe unnodeed. How awful the thought! 
Each perfon wiH be examined with the fame ftrifbnefs 
and attention, as if no other were prefent, and feel 
himfeU’ not left intoefted, dtan if his own were the 
txify tafe to be determined.' 

This ju^ment, dtei», will be p^iicular, as extend¬ 
ing to the iranueeft cireumftance of our lives. The 
accuracy of fuch an inveftigation may juftly excite the 


* Eph. L 10. Col. i. 20. f Jude 6 . iT 2 Cor v. lo. 
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moft fcrious apprehenfions. Who can endure it? 
The whole of ovr aftions will come under a clofe in- 
Ipedtion: Yes, even thofe, which were carefully con*- 
cealed from ihe obfervation of our &Uow creatures 
upon earth, fhall then be publicly expoied. For 
** God lhall bring every' work into judgment, with 
every fecret fljing^hether it be good, or whether it 
bccvil*.** It fliould be remembered, alfo, that the 
interco^rle, we have had with each other in conver- 
fation, will be fcrutinized with the lame exa^efs. 
« Every idle word that men lhali Ipeak, they lhall 
give account thereof in the day of judgment*?.” 
Nay further, Jefus, who fcarcheth the reins, takes no¬ 
tice of the thoughts, affections, delires, plans, and 
purpofes, which have never appeared in outward 
effects. He declares, “ There is nothing covered, 
that lhall not be revealed; and hid, that lhall not be 
known Confidering, then, ** with whom, we 
have to do,” let us not content ouiiclves with mere 
regularity, or an external decency of condud^. Can 
we bear to have all our imaginations, wilhes, and 
fchemes, unfolded to the view of the affbnbled world ? 
Does not the very apprchenfion of it cover us with 
confufion; elpecially as the event of the trial is lb 
momentous ? 

This judgment is iinaL The eternal Hates of aU 
mankind will be decided beyond the poffi.t^ity of a 
change. There can lie no appeal to any odier tribu- 
naL It U the defed of human judicatories, ditt diey 
frequently find it neccl&ry or expedient to reverie the 

• Ecclef. xii. 14. t Matt. sit. 36. t x. 26. 
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fentcnce, which they have paflcd. But realbns of 
policy^or mere companion, which arife from our ig¬ 
norance and weaknefs, cannot inffcence the proceed¬ 
ings of the court of heaven. No pardon, no mitiga¬ 
tion of the doom, can be obtained for impenitent lin- 
ners, who fliall be condenlned by the righteous Judge 
of all. When he fliall Ijiy to redeemed people, 

Come, ye blcffcd children of my Father,” they will 
have no reafon to dread an alteration in his diipofi- 
tions, or a diminution of their happinefs. No further 
probation will be appointed: but, the day of grace 
being clofed, all mankind will be cdnligned to a ftace 
of blifs or mifery, and chat for ever. The great gulf 
will be hxed, fo that it will be impofllbie to pals from 
one to the other *. Ah! where lhall we dwell ? 

It remains only that we enquire briefly, wliat lliall 
follow the folemn traniaAiOns of the laH day; and 
this fubje£t will conclude our obfervations on the cha- 
radter of Jefus. “ Then cometh the end, when he 
lhall h^ve delivered up the kin^om to God, even the 
Father; when he ihall have put down all rule, and all 
authority, and power: for he muft reign, till he hath 
put all enemies under his fectf.” The important 
work, which he undertook, will be completed; his 
people brought home, and placed in fuU pofieflion of 
the inheritance prepared for them, and all the oppo- 
fers of his government entirely confounded and vah- 
quiftied. There will, therefore, be no further occa- 
fion for the offices of Mediator, Advocate, and Inter- 
ceiTor: the grand intention, for which they were flrft 
• Lake xvL 26. t * Ccc. .\v. 24, 25. 
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aiFumed, will then be aceompUflied; andj die blrt' 
Qon bdng they will ceaie. The dominion^ 

now vefted in the Muids of Jcfus for the attainment of » 
peculiar purpofe, ihall be agun delivered to the God¬ 
head, in the perfa'i of the Father. The kingdom, 
which we call mediatorial, 'Ihall be refigned: the truf^ 
being (hfcharg^, Ihall be given up. 

The people of Chrill, who are the objefb lin 
care, Ihall poflcfs luch a perfedion of purity, that his 
gracious t^ency, in reprefenting them before the 
throne, will be no longer neceflary. In tliis life, we 
look to the Father, and he n> us, only through the 
mterpoTition of the Redeemer. But in heaven there 
will be tlus grand difference: we Ihall come to God, 
as it were immediately, like the blefled Angeb, who 
Hand in no need of <me to introduce or plead for 
them. Thus* ail things being fubdued unto him, then 
ihall the Son alio himfelf be fubjcfl unto Him, that 
put all thin^ under him, that God may be all in all *.’* 
Jefus, as Mediator, ihall reore, acknowled^ng that 
the peculiar a^ichoricy, which he polTefles in that office, 
had been delegated: the glory of the Deity ihall be 
ieoi without a veil; all wocihip and adoration Ihall be 
bribed to Jehovah} and univcrfal, abfoluce domi- 
mon be m^tained by lum atone for ever. 

Thb is confeded to be a myfterious fiitgeft: l^c 
'A/o ariib fiom our in^fity v> form clear 

4 

and fuitsdile amceprions of the divine ellence, and of 
Ait umon of the two natures, which fubfifts in the 
perfim. of Jcliis Chrift. “ We cannot order our 

• 1 Cor. *y. aS. 
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/pecch by reafon of darJcneis *but let us wait 
awhile^ and the day will decl^, what we prefume 
not to explain.. 

No argument qan properly be drawn from the 
refignation of die Redeemer’s kingdom, to difprove 
his Godhead, or original equality with the Father. 
This fiirrender, we havp‘obfervcd,'»rcfers to the tiuft 
invcAed in him as Mediator; and in that capacity, it is 
allowed, he is fubje£t. fiut it has appeared, through 
tlic confideration of his whole charader, that he 
poiTefles all the glories and perfedions, which we can 
poflibly aferibe to Deity. Thefe he cannot deliver 
up; and therefore as God, he together widi the 
Father and the Holy Ghoft, the one Icif-cxiftcnt Je- 
hovali, lhall reign for ever and ever; ** and of his 
kingdom there lhall be^no end -f.” ' 

He will, likewiie, continue ta e^y throughout 
eternity a peculiar honour, even in his human nature. 
He will AiU be diftinguilhed as " Immanuel," though 
not aR Mediator. He -wiU renuun the Head of his 
people, aiid will be conlklered as in Him, ftand- 
ing before God only by virtue of his Uood, and his 
obedience unto death. The throne of the Lamb, as 
well as of the Lord God^ lhall be in the new Jbrufa- 
lem, and his fervants lhall ferve him j;. ■ ** The L^b, 
which is in the mtdft of the throne, lhall feed them, 
and lhall lead them unto Cving fountains of waters §." 
Thus ** his name lhall endure for ever The very 
man of Nazareth, who was crucified on mount Cal* 

* Job xxxtrii. 19. f Luke 1.33. ^Rev.xxu. 3. §vu. 17. 
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vary, fhall poflcfs a ftatc of glorious exaltation, even 
when the plan of redemption is completed, and fhall 
be' the objeft of everlafting admiration, love, and 
praile, amongft all the hofts of heaven. 

Do not our hearts burn with ftrong defires to partici¬ 
pate of their blifs, and join in their fong ? Then let us 
acquaint ourlelvei with the c?urraAer of J efus; for “ no 
man comech unco the Father but by Him Let us 
pray, that we may have clearer, and more enlarged 
conceptions of his worth and excellency: for how 
fmall a part do we yet perceive! Indeed, in our highefl 
ftate of advancement upon earth, our views will be ob¬ 
jure and contrafted. O! what rich difcoveries are 
refcrved for the eternal world, to which we are hailen- 
ing! Do we not exult in the confidence, that the veil 
will be foon r^oved, and we, fhall ** fee the King in 
his beauty ?” xhch ftiall we cry out, with holy tranf- 
port, as the queen of Sheba, ** Behold, the half was 
not told me f.” But, from the Uttle which we now 
underftand^ may we be excited to love him with our 
wannefb afifed^ions, and fcrve him with unwearied vi¬ 
gour and delict, dll we be aditutied into his beatific 
prelbnce, to reign with lum in glory, as kings and 
priefb, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Hallelujah ! 

• John xiy. • t * 7 * 
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CHj\p. in. 

Mtryt defcended frm David-^Jpouftd to in¬ 

formed of her mraculous e(mce$tion^^*oijited Elizabeth 
—bought forth Jefu at Eethkhem^attended at the 
temple for her purification—^ent into Egypt—expofiu- 
lated with JeJUst fir remaining at Jerufalem—ma with 
a rebuke from him at Cam^accempanitd bun in bis 
minifiry—fiood by his crofs. 

Aftek confidering ^ life of the ^etfecfnert we 
may be difpofed to treat with indifference every other 
hiflory, as being, comparadvely, of Utde in^rtance. 
But, in the natural world, though we look not iin> 
mediately to the ftm, we behold the eflb^ of lui lig^ 
in the brightnefs of every object around us i ib we 
may difcover the grace and gl^ of Je&s in du>fe 
whom he illuminates, and, feom the view of dwir ex* 
cellencies, may be led to regard him with the greater 
admicaaon. 

We now direct our meditations to the changer of 
die peribn, to whom, he ftockl mod: nearly related in 
the flefe. We contemplate his virgin mother, who 
was not only bleded among wookn,” but honoured 
above all the crowned heads, w)uch were ever dillin* 
guilhed on the earth. We cannot, indeec^ in fpdUc* 

Q.a ing 
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ing concerning her, accommodate ourfclves to the 
fuperffition of Romifli devotees. fThey dare to ad- 
drefs her in fooli/h and idolatrous language, as if Ihe 
had the difpolal of all fpiritual blefllngs, and even in 
heaven could coihmand hcr.Son, upon the throne of 
his glory, to anfwer their petitions. It is faid, that 
they offer as many prayers, if fuch they may be called, 
to the holy virgin, as to the Lord God Almighty. 
Abhorred be this worfhip of a creanire! 

Nor do we attend to any abfurd traditionary l^cods, 
but enquire merely, what we may learn from her ex¬ 
ample, as recorded in the Icripturcs. A very fhort 
account is ^ven us: peihaps, this circumftance was 
defigned to check our vain curiofi^, which might 
lead us to propofe many unprofitable quefVions. Wd 
know nothing^f her parentage, except that fhe pro¬ 
ceeded in a dire& Ime ^om David: odierwife fhe 
could not have ^been the mother of the promifed 
Meffiahl It appears, however, by numerous proofs, 
that^ er fituatiqn tn life was obfeure, though' fhe ob¬ 
tained die ^^h honour of introducing the Saviour into 
&e worl^ chat peculiar honour, to which die holy 
wo^CD ^ oW moft ^ECtJy a^ired. 

ft hadbttn foreoidt that ^e Redeei^er fhouldnot 
ody Rlfume bur nature, knd fpring fit)m the royal h~ 
mily of David, in fome of its reduced branches, but be 
horn o^ a pure viig^ *. ^htife prediftions were ex- 
aAly fulBlkd. t'he genealogy of Macy is carefully 
prefbrved, in Order to fhew her regubr defeent from 
David: and fo low had dut illuftrious houle then 

FftLtaaB&ii* 16 .xl.i.vil. 14. 
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funk, that ihe was in a very mean condition, cfpoufcd 
to Joleph, a poor carpenter, who was himfclf alfo of 
the fame extraAion. She ftHl remained immaculate, 
though betrothed. The marriage was not confUrti- 
mated, when Ihe was acc^uainted with die gracious de> 
figns of heaven. 

The Angel Gabriel carried her‘•the informadon, 

_ 9 

that die Lord Gotf looked upon her with a fpecial 

regard, and deflgned to diftinguilh her above her fex *. 

This extraordinary appearance and falutation excited. 

allonifhmenc and confulion in her mind. He, how- 

ever, dil^rfed her fears, and encouraged her faitli, 

while he proceeded to allure her, diat Ihe Ihould be 

favoured of God in conceiving and bringing forth a 

Son, even the divine Redeemer, who Ihould cftablilh 

% 

the promifed kingdoti^ of grace in the world. Maiy 
exprefled a holy admiration at the rh^fegc delivered, 
and yet objefbed her own virginity, which leemed in- 
conlilbent with fuch an intention. The Angel then de¬ 
clared explicitly, that the concepdon Ihould be cfFcft- 
ed, not in a natural way, but b)( the immediate opera-^ 
tion of the Holy Ghoft, He obferved further, that her 
coulin Elizabeth was in a Hate of pregnancy at that 
very time, through a miradulous intluence, and re¬ 
ferred her to the Almighty jkiwer of, God; which cm 

* 

inftantly remove every difficulty, and accomplilh thofc 
purpoles, which we may conclude to be impofliblc. 

t t 

Mary prefumed not to dilpute vHth the heavenly vifi- 
tant, and replied only by teftifytng her humble and 
devout acquiefeence In die Lort^s appointment. She 

* Lake i. 16—38. 
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refigned herfelf to the dilpofal of God> deGring that ihe 
might be fubfervient to his will. 

What an amiable pattern of meekneG, faiths and 
fubmilGon, is here exhibited! She credited the divine 
ineflage» and expefted the completion of the promife, 
in this conGdence, that God'can do every thing, and 
will furely perfbfqt what he has faid. Have we learn¬ 
ed, * in like manAer, to ceafe from ^ur vun objections, 
and depend upon his declarations with tBifngned fim- 
plicity? With what reluCiance do we r/ift upon the 
word, which he has Ipoken; and with what petulance 
do we demand an explanation! The many curious 
queftions we propofe, and the foolilh cavils we railc, 
prove to our flume, that we are " flow of heart to 
believe." 


Though the honour, conferred upon the pious vir¬ 
gin was great, fiie was called 6y the miraculous con¬ 
ception to a peculiar meallire of patience and refigna- 
tion. According to human probabilities, it fccmcd_ 
likely to otpofe her to levere trials and dangers. JVhat 
could (he e3q>eCt, when her pregnancy appeared, but 
to be leparated from the man, to whom Ihe was 
c^ufrd ? What, but to be reproached, perhaps con¬ 
demned to die, as a bafoadulterels * ? Yet flie cheer- 
fubmittad the eveat to God, and trufted him 
die cafe of her character and life. Ah! how few 
luch a dilpoGticm I How few are willing to 
^uieTce in thbfe difpenfadons, or engage in thofe 
lei^ces, iMeh may bring them into difficulties ? Let us 
oiqiure, whether we can fay finccrely, and without re- 


* DeuuxxU. t}', 24., 
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fervei in whatever way God is pkaTed to intimate hU 
^leafure, “ Be it unto me, according to thy word.” 

Soon after the conception, Mary vUited her couHn 
Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptift, whofe calb 
had been mentioned by Gabriel *. This long jour« 
ftey^as undertaken, ’ with the v!ew, probably, of re¬ 
ceiving a confirmation of her futh, .by a free commu¬ 
nication with her devout relatives. Here we are ad^ 

4 

mitted to a delightful interview between two affft- 
donate and pious women, whofe converfadon will 
fugged fome profitable indrufiions. They Were both 
filled with the Holy Ghod, and fpake in the mod 
rapturous and elevated manner, prying God and com¬ 
forting one another. Elizabeth received her with 
joy, congratulated her as ^voured above her fex, and 
accounted herfelf highly honoured in entertaining fuch 
a gued. 

Mary feemed to be overpowered wgh admiration 
of the divine goodnels, and broke forth into expref- 
fions^of livelied gradtude, and adoration. Her fon^ 
evidendy dldhited by infpiracion, bears a driking re- 
’ femblance to that of Hannah.' in the companion w« 
fee the fame feelings, the fame acknowledgment of a 
more than common blelTing, of honour donferred on . 
tlie unworthy, of unexpeded grace anc^ favour. Let 
us endeavour to dudy this animated padage, dU we 
feel fomeching of Mary’s devout and ardent afll^ 
tions, and each be condnuned to dry oUC for him- 
felf^ “ My foul doth^ magnify the Lord> add my 
hath rqoiced in God my Saviour.” Goo my Sa* 

*Luke L 39“j6. 
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viouR,—how altoniHung} how delightful die tnyftery!. 
She exulted in the hope of obtaining redemption 
through the incarnadon of this divine Peifonagc, 
more than in beitig his mother according to the flefh. 
She declared, indeed, her wonder and thankfulnefs for 
the honout^ble ofheif, to which fhe was appointed b^ 
the liigh and lofry One, whofe name is holy; and 
then proceeded, from the confidcradon of her own 
(blfce, to obferve, that it is God’s general plan, both in 
his providence and grace, to exalt the lowly and abafe 
the proud, fo that none may glory in his prefence. 
She concluded, as Ihe began, with admiring and praif- 
ing him for that grand fcheme of falvation, which he 
was about to accomplifli in ren\embcancc of his mer¬ 
cy, and in performance of his promiies to- the ancient 
fethers. • • 

Let us call upon ourfclves tc^blefs tlie Lord for his 
goodnels; fof how great things has he done for us! 
We lliould adore him, particularly, for th^gife of his 
.dear Son; the unfpcakable benefit being defigopd to 
extend unto us as well as untt> Mary. But who feels 
any warmth of gratitude on this account? Are we 
properly aware of the advantages, which Jefus came 
. to beftow ? if not, how fhall we “ magnify t]ie 
Lord ?” Najk may pot thofc, who are the favoured 
objects of his grace, be afhamed of their flupor 
and infenfibility, even while they arc taking the words 
of thaikfgiving aico their mouths ? ^ 

■' • Mary edndnued with Elizabeth three months, and 
-dicn .return^ to her accufkomed refidcncc at Naza¬ 
reth. Her fituation, upon its difeovery, muft have 

expofed 
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cjwofed her to many ignominioi^ cenfures, had nOt 
jSfeph, to whom Ihe was betrothed, been’ ^irc^cd 
by a melTage from, heaven to receive her for his wife *. 
He complied immediately," believing the account of the 
miraculous concepdon, and, probably on that ground, 
abftained from all knowledge of her, till die birti} of 
her illuftrious Son. • *• 

When the time of her delivery drew near, both Ih^ 
and her hufband removed to Bethlehem, where the 
inheritance of their artceftors formerly lay. An, ex- * 
prefs prophecy required, that the Saviour Ihould be 
bom there f, yet they had not contrived thc^ourifty, 
with any intent to fulfil the feripture: they were 
called thither by the cimmand of the Roman Em¬ 
peror, for the purpofe of a general enrolment In 
that event wc perceive^ and admire the over-ruling 
hand of God, who can accompllfli his own defigns 
by means the* mod improbable. It was fo ordered, 
therefore, that, during their continuance in that 
town, Mary brought forth her child. And in what 
circumftances of mcannefs and didrefs! She haA no 
friend to receive or attend her, and not only was 
obliged to fol’cit accommodations at an inn, but, while 
others obtained a preference, Ihe was too poor and 
inconfiderablc to gain admiffion into the houfo. She 
took up her abode in the dable, and there, without 
affidance or any comfortable conveniences, endured 
the pains of labour. But flic was miraculoufly 
drengthened for the difficulties of her ficuation} info- 
tnuch that flie herfelf performed the necelTary tiffites 
* Malt. 1 . 18 ^ 25 . t Mic. r. 2 . t Luk: ii. 1 — 7 . 
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for her new-born Son j “ flie wrapped hfm in Twad¬ 
dling clocheS) and l^d him in a manger.” 

While .we contemplate the fituation of Mary, the 
mother of the Saviour, we learn never to look upon a 
ftafee of indigence with contempt. Let not the great 
anld.opUlenc boaft of the grandeur of their houfes> fur* 

I , 

ntCifre, or rednue; nor let the moft necelHtous com- 
^ » • 

phun of their mean accommodations. We perceive, 
that Ibme of thofe, .who have poflefled the higheft ex- 
cellency'^of character, and whom God hath moft ho-> 
Aourably diftinguilhed, were placed in obfeurity, and 
c%o fullered the deepeft diftreis. This'lhould abafe 
die pride of the rich, and draw forth thankfulnefs and 
pnule from thofe; ^ho are ii^he ftraits of poverty. 

It Ihould feem, that Mary was of a contemplative 
di^fition. When ftie had received the account of 
die ihepherds, to whom thh- nativity of Immanuel 
wtt announced by a mellenger from heaven, Ihe 
'* kept all thefe things and pondered them in her 
heart *<’* And, while Ihe endeavoured tc^ derive 
fpiiioial improvement ftom an attentive regard to 
thefe extraordinary occurrences, doubtlefs her laith 
and hope, her gratitude and love, were enlivened and 
increafed* Thus, alfo, it is incumbent upon us to 
treafure up in our minds the declarations of God’s 
word, and the difpen&dons of hk prov^ence, which 
will furniih us with matter for devout and profitable 
meditation. Is this what we pradtileP Are we not 
flrangers to reli^ous redrement, examihadon, and 
recoUeAion ? And is it not owing to our levity and 

* Xvke ii. 19. 
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diffipadonj that we licde or no advancement in 
divine knowledge and holy principles ^ 

After ibrey days Mary aj^ared' in the temple at 
Jerufalecn} widi her inftnt Son, defirous to yield a 
punctual compliance with all facred . infticutions 
She came to pitfenc her ftift-bom to the Lord, that 
he might be confe^ratt^ ^ redeemed; according to 
the exprds injun^iona of die law y. She came, alio, 
for her own punfication, and offered the facrificet 
appointed for that purpofe; one, as a tribute of gra» 
titude for iiffe delivery, aqd the other, as an acknow¬ 
ledgment of iinfulncft. But fo low was .her rank in 
life, that Ihe could make only fuch oblations, as were^ 
admitted in cale of great poverty Let not an at¬ 
tention to the outward rites of religion be cenftired 
and condemned as fuperftitlon: it is indifpeniidily re- 
quifite, and perfefUy rational. But alas! our age ii 
mark^ by its bold contempt of divine ordinances* 
“ Will a man rob God?” This is indeed a robbery 
of the audacious kind, yet not vnfrequent. How- 
many refift the exprels claims of Jehovah, and reftile the 
fervice which He requires! But let diele |rrogant 
delpifers of the laws of the Almighty know, that he 
'Kill reckon with them for prefumptuouQy deicing or 
withholding his Juft demands. 

At the prelentauon of the in&it Saviour in the 
temple, the ^d Simeon delivered a o-emaikable pro¬ 
phecy. The pious mother and her hufband ftood 
with d^out aftonilkmeot to hear the words, and re- 


^ Lain &. ai^39. f Cx.-xl. xih. s. Nsnb. xviu. ti6. 

t Lev. zii. 6—8. 
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oeive the benediction of.that venerable funt.-: But. 
Mary was warned, that her honour, in bearing ib il- 
l^rious a Son, would be aecompanied with painful 
trials, and her joy imbittered by a participation of his' 
extreme afflictions^ A fword,” f^d Simeon, Jhall 
picifce, tiircrugh diy own fotri.'* This,* doubtleH^ was 
cxaCtiy^ fulfilledlb that, conlidering her tendemels 
of afleCkicm and quick fcnfibility, we may conclude 
that her relation to Jelus was the cauTe of inconceiv¬ 
able anguilh to her mind. Such, in general, are all 
earthly’ advantages. They excite the envy of others, 
but produce .very lharp diltrels to the poflelTors. O! 
be not anxious to obtain, and be afraid^of valuing too 
highly, any temporal diltindtions or enjoyments! That 
which is the objeCb of your defires, may be as a fword 
to pierce your fouls. 

Mary’s troubles foon conhnenced. She faw, in- 

* » 

deed, the wife men fi-om a difiant country pay .their 
adoratiqris to the child upon her breaft exprefily 
acknowledging his high dignity. But ihe wastirnme- 
diately obUged to fly for his prefervation. ^he tyrant 

A 

Herod /oyght his deflruCtioni and, to avoid his mur¬ 
derous j^doufy, the holy fiimily were directed by an 
Angel CD retire into Egypt. So long and tedious a 
journey, in thofe circumftances of pt^rty and danger,' 
inuft have been extremely pamful. On rius occafion. 
Maty itood in peculiar need of faith and patience. 
Egypt, however, the very country in which If^ had 
been opp^ffled, now offered a refuge and a hiding-place 
tor Ifrad’a Redeemer. lu due time, thg deach^qf the 
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fiinous perfecutor beipg «noaun6ed> Mary* with her 
lk0&houlhold,t was cpndudeti from Egypt* under the 
irpt^djate care of again frttkd at her own 

city l^wareth. 

We; alibi may in midft of great pe> 

rilsi and* required ta quit pur aceuftomed reiidencci 
may frel the levere pang of hidierto (ic^own difti^i^ 
But if we move in the path of duty, and go fisrth at 
the call of God, we' may and Ihould poifrfr compo* 
fure and coaBd^nce of mind. The Lord himfrlf will 
be our guide and defence. Like Mvy, we may be 
baniihed from the ordinances and people of God ; yet, 
even then, He can fupport and comfort us, and abun¬ 
dantly compenfate our lofs by the rich communica¬ 
tions of his Spirit.' Let us wait his time, and follow 
his dire^ions. He will d^ver us, and cali us out of 

4 4 

exile to our home.. 

MsHy continued to dwell at Nazareth with Joleph, 
iq a mmn and. obfouic condition. But fuch was her 
ptety, *diae oaithef the cxpenfo nor the fadgue of fo 
lt>ng ajburney prevented her from attending the ao- 
nual c^ebradon'hf the p^verin Jerufalem*. At the 
age of t^iKlvd- Jefut accmnpaifted his parents to 
that fofrivalt: ahd on^e conclufion of the facred fo* 
Iqmnity thfy d^>arted without their Son. They ad¬ 
vanced to fome difrance on the road, before they were 
apprized of his ^ence: they had fuppofed him to be 
with the reft of the company, amongft his reladves 
ancf acquaintance. On mifTing him, however, they 
returned to the city to feck him: and on the third day, 

y Lokcu. 41—51. 
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after a painful fearch* ‘fhlf%>tmd him in the tonplcj 
in conference with^the^kf^publie teachers ofrdi|^on< 
His mother expo(h4a<e4^«dkh •oa his cwdu^i 
and fuch were \as anfwers^ that nund was ^eply 
in^relTed by HU-ie6aiss btot dearly imderftand 

them, but ** ibe kept them in her hetft.” Learn, you, 
who have the ca^iif Emilies, to bring them wirii you 

m rile houfe oLGc^ Poflibly," you may ^ere receive 
the^moft ftrk^ and fblemn inftru&tons, which you 
do not com^irhend. Yet prelume not*to rejeA or de- 
ipif^ them: l^seJMary, keep them in your heart, till, 
by meditation apd prayer, you obtain the knowledge 
of their important meaniog. 

AVlien Jefus entered on hu miniftry, It is proba> 
ble that lus mothdr ufually accompanied him, and 
that her hufband Joleph was, riien dead, as no fur> 
ther mention b made of him. Upon one occafion 
we 'find her, together with Jefus and his difciples, 
attending a marriage at Cana in Galilee*. Ob- 
lerving a defidcficy of wine at rim enteftakoi^ flie 
applied to her Son^ having been a whbefi of Iris mi¬ 
racles in private, and ezprtfled t wiflv that he would 
exert his power m fi^y riK wgof of the idde. For 
that haffy propoial ibe met with a rebuk^ riMug^ k 
was fudi, whatever the language-may-ftem to us to im¬ 
port, as conveyed to the mocHer no marit o( irreve¬ 
rence or diiiefpedt Jefus inoroated, that it was not 
her part to didate, at what time or in what manner 
his fupemacural operarions fhould be perfi>rmed. ^ut, 
if (he had been nrih in riie fuggefbon, ihe'difeovered 

• John ii. i->f I. 
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an amiable mceknefs in fubniitting to the repMoC swd 
z fttengtk of*fei:h, Hke^ifc, in ftUl encoun^^i^ the 
cxpeftation, that he would provide for.thc necefli^. ‘ 
We do not affert that Ihe was a perfect cliaraiftert 
and the incident, juft mervloned, as WcD as other con- 
fiderations, will ferve to (hew, the abfprdify and im¬ 
piety of the Church of Rdme. The ihembcrs of that 
communion addrefs their prayers to the vir^, that flic 
would interpole her authority, and commflid her Soil 
I f Ihc was wrong in attempting to his Works 
upon earth, it is paYpofterous to imagine, that Ihe 
fhould control the difpola] of hU blefllngs, now that 
he is exalted ih ^ory. We r^ce, that we ftand 
in no need of her interceflVw, fince we are allowed, 
a free accels to the Saviour himfdf Without ap¬ 
plying to any creature fo' an introduction, we may go 
to him immediately, and confidently look for a favour¬ 
able reception. 

Whenjefia renwved to Capernaum, Mary con¬ 
tinued wiA him*. It fhould feem, while he was 
preaching in that town or neighbourhood, furroiinded 
by a large audience, fhe. and fome other of his near 
relations, apprehending danger, probably from the 
excefs of his zeal or the defigns of his enemies, 
wifhed to call him away from fuch a fituarion f. 
Being informed of their defire to fpcak to him, he 
took the opportunity of declaring before the people, 
that he felt no ftrongcr attachment to his mother and 
brethren, merely as hU natural kindred, than ffc did on 
a fpiritual account to all his frithflil^d obedient difei- 

• John ii« I*. f Matt. *ii. 46—50. 
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pies, meant not to dighc h> dear d, parent, but to 
cacouE^ a^d animate his followers by this lively ex> 

regard. 

^^ary appears to have valiKd his inftrudtions, on 
wtucR ihe conftantly attended: and doubtlefs flie had 
the fame need, which we ourlelves have, of his teach- 
iog and ^vatiori. While, therefore, we obferve her, 
Mke an humble icholar, Xitting at his feet, we Ihould 
learn not ta defpife the miniftry of his word. None 
ihould willingly ^hfent themfelves, whatever be their 
fuperioricy of wifdom, or attainments in piety. Though 
we are not ^y^ed with his perfonal preaching, yet 
his own inliitutions arc, ^^ftabUlhed among us,, and 
in them we may expe^ the divine prefunce and 
blefling. O, wh^ are wfi fugligent* fince the duty 
is indifpenfably required,.and the advantages, promifed 
to every believing v^orihipper, are great? Arc wc 
not delirous to obtain the tokens of his afic£lionach 
regard, and to be accounted as his. Ixother, his filler, 
or his mother ? We mud remember, this higii privi¬ 
lege i^ granted only to thod, who wait upon.him with 

% 

unfeigned finccrity. 

When our Lord celebrated hU laft paflbver at Je- 
rufalem, Mary was his attendant; and, probaUy, 
was wUnefs to all the ignominious treatment ai^ ex¬ 
cruciating tortures, which he there endured. On 
many preceding occaUons, Ihc mud have experienced 
the mod pungent didrel^ perceiving him to be fo ge¬ 
nerally *^defpifcd and rejefted of men.’’ But the 
view of Kls lad igflerings mud have been painful 
beyond mcafure. She law Him, of whom the Angel 
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Gabriel had faid to her, “ He fiiall reign ovef the 
houfc of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom diere 
IhaH be no end,” bound as a prilbnef, tried and con¬ 
demned as an atrocious malcfiiftor and impious blaf- 
phemer, expofcd as a gazing-ftock, to a profane mob, 
and nailed to the crofs,’there to languifh and expire 
amidll the fhouts and infults of ah 'immenfe multi¬ 
tude of all ranks. We know not, what her conclu- 
fions were i but then, doubtleft, Ihc experienced the 
truth of Simeon’s prophecy, and felt a fword piercing 
her very foul. Yet, though her grief was extreme, 
we read not that fhe ftaggered* through unbelief. 
At leaft Ihc did not defert the dying Saviour j nay, (he 
adhered to him at that feafon, when it mull have been 
dangerous to avow an attachment. She heard the 
taunts and clamours of his enemies, yet Ihe was found 
at the foot of the crofs *. 

Some comfort, however, was adminiftered to her In 
that tremendous feene of woe. The gracious Redeemer, 
amidft all his pains, did not forget his bereaved mother. 
He looked upon her with the tcndcreft afFedlion, 
and, having no worldly property to leave, con- 
figned her to the care and proteftion of his be¬ 
loved apoftlc. “ Woman,” faid he, ** behold thy 
fon:” from that time flic took up her abode with 
John, and, as if flie had been his own mother, 
was treated with all filial regard. The feriptures 
have related nothmg further of her hiflory, except that 
ihe condnued to aflbetace with tlie difciples, after 

4 

our Lord’s afeenflon, and joined in their cxercifcs 

• Johp xix. *5—17. 
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of devocion *. It is thought, that Ihe died in John’s 
houle at Ephefus, and it has been believed by Ibme, 
that Ihe fuffered martyrdom for tlie faith of Jefus. 
But thefe, and other traditional accounts, are not to be 
depended on. 

Of this there cannot refrjain a doubt, that flic 
pofleffed an emlrjcnt degree pf grace, and that, after 
enduring much for Him, who was her honoured Lord 
and Saviour as well as her dear Sen, her foul was 
received up to his prefence in heaven. There flic 
now beholds his glory, in a brighter manner than ihe 
could have done upon earth, and there flic will reign 
with him for ever. Yet to that blifsful inlicritance 
flic is admitted, not as being the mother of Jdus, 
but on the very fame grounds as the whole Church 
of Godi being redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, 
ahd fandlified by tiie Holy Ghbft. She will there re¬ 
joice in her Ipiritual union with Clirift, more than in 
her natural relation to him, and efteem it a higher pri¬ 
vilege to have known him by faith, than to „ have 
brought him forth into the world. 

But, while we fee that Mary was not aiharaed or 
^raid to itand by the crois, let us enquire. Are we 
bold and ftedfaft in the cauie of Jeibs? Are we 
'filling to hazard every thing for him? If we can 
indeed reflga ourl^lves and our all to hb £iix>ra], h? 
will provide for our temporal fupport, as he did for 
that of Mary. But ah! how few will profofs an 
attachment to him, when it is likely to fubjedl them 
to difliculcies and dangers 1 We mourn for the 

* u 14. 
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towardifce and ttcachery of the thoufands, who defert 
his fervice; ahd we warn aU, who arc called by his 
name, chat, if they will not fuffer with him, they 
lhall not reign with him, and that. If they deny him, 
he alfo will deny them *. 

There are thofe, perhaps, who exprefs their ad¬ 
miration of the honour confen*eA 'upon the holy 
virgin, and fay, as a ccitain woman did to jefus, 

Bleffcd is the womb, that bare thee, and the paps. 
Which thou haft fucked \!” We would remind 
them of our Lord’s reply upon that occafion, Yea, 
ratiier blefled are they that hear the word of God, 
and keep it.” To you, then, who hear his word, 
we propofe the queftion. Do you keep it? Does 
it excite your ferious attention, or retain a place 
in your remembrance ? What is the value you put 
upon it} or the influence, which it produces ? Does 
it regulate your praftice, as wefl as enliven your 
hopes ? Had not fuch been its effeib witli Mary, 
her oafe would have been wretched and defperate, 
notwithftanding all fhe had done or fulFered for the 
Saviour. 

It U far better, therefore, to pofTcls a fpiritual 
knowledge of Chrift, and an obedient regard to liim, 
than to {land the foremoft among his natural kindred. 
You, who have believed in his name, are become t]}c 
fons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, and Ihortly 
will be admitted into the prefcnce of Jefus, where you 
fhall enjoy more delightful intercourfe with him, than 
ever was, or could be, vouclifafcd to his holy mother 

• 2 Tim. ii. i2. f Luke xl. 27, :8. 
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upon earth. O rejoice, and give tlianks for the dif- 
tinguiflicd honour, to which you are called! Deter¬ 
mine, with Saint Paul, to “ know no man after the 
flefli,” ind never more to boaft of any worldly con¬ 
ned! ons. Nay, if you could claim a relation to the 
Sav'our himlelf, you flwuld place no dependence upon 
it *, but pray, Ch^at, being joined to him by his Spirit, 
you may now be conformed to liis image> and finally 
“ behold his face in righteoufnefs.” 

Amen. 


♦ s Cor. V. i6. 
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CHAP. IV. 

yudaSi appointed an apofile~-~dijhonefi—cenjured Mary 
for wajie of ointment—warned by Jefus — betre^ed 
him for mon^—dejiroyed himfelf. 

Having concluded the hiftory of the Saviour, we 
may pay a more minute attention to fome of his chief 
companions. Twelve perfons were feledted to be his 
intimate alTociates, and partakers of his counfels, and 
were alfo by a peculiar defignation, diftinft from the 
choice of fiicndfliip, appointed to fuftain the high and 
important function of Apoftles. All thefe were up¬ 
right, ‘and eminent in holincls, excepting one: an in¬ 
delible mark of infamy is left upon the name of Judas 
ifeariot. The eleven others had their failings, but 
Judas poffefled nothing truly good: he was vitious 
throughout, unfound from firft ‘to laft, a finifhed 
hypocrite, who, under the cloka of religion, con¬ 
cealed the bafeft principles. Though a follower, a 
preacher, and an Apoftle of Chrift, he felt no fincerc 
regard for him, but fought only to make gain ,of 
godlinefs. 

This is a tremendous fubjedt, and ought to excite 
great fearohings of heart. The charaftcr before us 
Ibinds as an awful admonition, not to truft in any 

R 3 favourable^ 
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favourable appearances or reputation for fandtity. 
Even in a facred fundkion, with admired gifts, and 
acknowledged ufefblncfs, we may adt as traitors to 
the caule of Chrift, and finally pcrifti. Sooner or 
later the diflembler with God will be detedkcd, and 
receive his juft jcward. ** Every plant, which our 
heavenly Father ‘hath not planted, Ihall be rooted 
up*.” Thus alfo the Saviour declares, “Many 
will fay tb'me in that day. Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophcfied in thy name ? and in thy name have caft 
out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works ? And then will I profefs unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, yc that work iniquity -j-.’' 
Let us judge ourfelves j and furrender up our whole 
hearts to God, “ without partiality and without hy- 
pocrify.” So Ihall wc be praferved from the fetal 
apollafy of Judas. 

Though the parriculars, which are recorded of his 
life, are few, yet the diftinguifhing features of it are 
clearly drawn. From the beginning he feems to have 
been under the influence of that bafe principle, “ the 
love of money.” Probably, he affumed a religious 
profeflion from fccular views. He might be ftruck 
with the miracles of Jeflis, and led to expeft confidcr- 
able advantage from the fcrvicc of a Maftcr, who had aft 
nature at his command. Qr, fuppofing that our Lord 
was about to cre^ a ccmpioral dominion, he might in¬ 
dulge the hope of obtaining a large lharc in its honours 
and emoluments. A poor and fordid motive thi^, for 
pretending a regard to tlie Gofpel! 

* Matt, XV. 13. t vii. 22, 23, 

Judas^ 
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Judas was intruftcd with the miniftry of the wojd, 
and appointed to be an Apoftlc, by Chrift himfclf. 
Nay, he appears to have received as full and exten- 
fivc a commi.Tion, as the other eleven, and to have 
been furnifhed with the fame truraculous powers 
According to his chai^, he went forth to preach the 
kingdom of God from town to town, and teftified of 
that falvation, which he underftood not^for himfclf He 
healed all manner of ficknefs, without any principle of 
benevolence, and even caft out devils, while he himfclf 
remained the flave of Satan. 

In tlie dcfignation of Judas to this facred office, 
our Lord was not impofed on. He well underflood 
what were the mifcreani’s motives and purpofes, and 
forefaw the whole of his future cohdu^t. It may, in¬ 
deed, feem a wonder, ^at the fcarcher of all hearts Ihould 
choofc a known traitor. We confefs, thofe arc moft 
awful difpenfations, by which hypocrites and perfons of 
bafe charatfter are brought forward to miniller in holy 
thin^, and pofiefs power in the Church. Yet thefc 
cafes every where occur, and the Lord does not pre¬ 
vent them; nay, he lb orders things in his’providence, 
chat they mud infallibly take place. He does not in¬ 
fluence any man to do wickedly; but, though he con- 
tinueth holy, he is pleafed to allow finners full oppor¬ 
tunity for purfuing and accomplifhing their own plans. 
Thus he dealt with Pharaoh, king of Egypt j and- 
thus he deals with many, who arc of the word dif- 
pofition, at this very time. He raifes them to Xitua- 
(ions, in which they are capable of doing extenfive 

X. 4. Mar. iii. 19. Luke vi. 16. 
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mifchicf, difgraclng, oppofing, or corrupting the Gof- 
pel, which they profels to patronife or preach. Yet 
wife ends are anfwered: the extreme depravity of hu¬ 
man nature is more clearly demonftrated, the faith 
and patience of the fwnts are tried and improved, 
and God himfelf inanifefts both his forbearance and 
hisjuftice. ' . . 

Jefus and his difciples, in their various removals, 
had one common flock for their fupport. This mo¬ 
ney was committed to Jud.is: he carried the bag, 
which contained chiefly the charitable contributions 
of others, who miniflercd unto them. He was in¬ 
truded with the fccular affairs of this little houf- 
hold, and bought their provifions. It was not 
much which they poffeflcdj yet Judas took care to 
embezzle fomething for Iiimfclf. Probably, he had 
fought and obtained the ofiice,*wi:h a view of prac- 
t'lfing his dilhonedy. 

Out of their fmall fund, it fhould feem, a part was 
deligned for the poor. But Judas made his adyan- 
tage of the kind intentions of his Mafter: while he 
was ready to fecond every propofai of relieving the 
neceffitoiis, he contrived to appropriate the alms to 
his own ufe. Juft before the lall paffover, when Maiy, 
Lazarus’s filler, out of tlie warmth of her regard, 
anointed the feet of her dear Lord with coftly per¬ 
fumes, Judas raifed the objeilion, and complained 
with the greateft vehemence, ** Why was not this oint¬ 
ment fold for three hundred pence, and given to the 
poor*?” Wc might have concluded, that he was a 

, ‘John XU. I—3. 29. 
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»Vi:-n of extreme tendcrnefs and liberality: but this was 
.1 bafc pretence. He felt not for the miferies of his 
fciiow-creatures; he v/ilhed only for the opportunity 
of fecuring to himfelf the three hundred pence. 

Hypocrites are generally cenforio^is, and forward 
to condemn the fervour of zeal as extravagance- 
Many, likewife, gratify their own pdnurious difpofi- 
tion, while they allege their intentions of making 
a referve for charitable purpofes. They would be 
thought compaflionate and kind, and yet they chiefly 
confult, how they lliall enrich themfelves. Alas! 
with a Iieart enflavcd to covetoufnefs, it is difficult 
to be ftriflly honeft. The ftrongeft barriers are 
infufficient to reftrain fuch a temper j and hence it is, 
that the mofl facred trufts are frequently betrayed. 
Men break through evey folemn obligation, in order 
to obtain a paltry fum: and they hoard up gold and 
filver, “ the rufl of which fliall be a witnefs againft 
them, and Ihali eat their flefn, as it were fire 

Let not that, therefore, be cenfured as a finful or 
needlcfs expenfe, which is laid out in the caufe of 
Chrid, and from love to his name. We plead not 
for wafle or profufion, but, on the contrary, incul¬ 
cate frugality, with the view of promoting a more 
enlarged benevolence. Let not charity, however, be 
a mere pretence : it Ihould appear in lil>eral exertions. 
There is a fenfe, in which we may fay to every indi¬ 
vidual among us, You are intrufted with your Lord’s 
money. Prefume not to fpend tlie whole upon your- 
fclves, por yet refufe to apply it to the proper ufes. 

• James v. 3, 


Remember 
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Rcmcrttber the interpretation, which the difciples put 

on their Mafter’s injunftion to Judas. Their miftakc 

was an acknowledgment of his ufual practice, and of 

the mercy, in which he delighted. They tliought that 

he bad the keeper of their creafurc “ give fomething 

% 

to the poor Ah! in how many ways may you 
prove unfaithfi^ftewards! Though you deteft robbery, 
yet are there no juft claims, which you withhold ? Or 
do you not rcfcmblc the traitor, by ailing from mo¬ 
tives in fecret, far other than thofe which you profefs 
before the world ? 

Judas, probably, praftifed much caution and re- 
ferve’ in his behaviour, that he might conceal his real 
charafter. One fin may prevent or counterait ano¬ 
ther. A covetous man, merely through parfimony, 
abftains from that kind of, fenfuality, which is ex- 
penfivci and a hypocrite, through fear of deteilion, 
Ihidies to avoid open and grols immoralities. Such 
an one muft throw off the mafk,' before he can af- 
Ibciate with the profligate and profane. To main¬ 
tain his reputation for fandlity, he will conform tx) 
many religious obfervances, which he diflikes, and 
put himfelf under painful reftraints. In this refpeft 
Judas adted his part fo well, that he cfcapcd the 
fiilpicion of his brethren the Apoftles. Alas! we 
apprehend, that fome among ourfclves may affume 
and retain the garb of piety, with no better dilpo- 
fitions. Yet we allow, that we are not warranted irt 
drawing any unflivourable conclufions againft indivi¬ 
duals, in whom we do not perceive any glaring incon- 


* John xiii, 29 . 
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fiftency of conduct. Nay, we fliould chcrifii the moft 
charitable hopes of each other, as ^ and as long as we 
can. But though there may be much infincerity, which 
is not difcovcred among men, ** all things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of Him, with whom we have 
to do 

Our Lord, being perfeAly aware bf the charafter 
of Judas, more than once deferibed his cafe, re¬ 
proved him for his bafe dcfigns, and warned liim of 
his danger. This .very circumftance aggravates his 
guilt; as he finned not in ignorance, but againfe 
folcmn admonitions. When many difciplcs with¬ 
drew, and it feemed dubious whether even the Apoftles 
would remwn, Jefus exclaimed, “ Have not I chofen 
you twelve, and one of you is a devil And this, 
the Evangelift obfervesj he Ipake of Judas ifeariot, 
who had then, probably, formed die fcheme of be¬ 
traying his Matter f. 

At the latt fupper, when Jettis waflied the feet of his 
difciplft, he declared in the hearing of them all, that there 
was one of unfound chara^er in their company; “ Ye 
are clean,” faid he, “ but not all: for he knew who 
fliould betray him J.” And again he affirmed, “ I fpeak 
not of you all; 1 know whom 1 have chofen: but 
that the feripture may be fulHUed, He that eateth bread 
with me, hath lift up his heel againft me.” Then, 
with expreflions of deep diftrefs, he repeated the 
warning, that there was treachery among th4lii, and 
that he ihould foon be deliveied to his enemies through 
fhc bafe perfidy of one, who fat with him at the 

.fHeb.ir.13. t John yi. 70,71. t xiij. 10,11,18. 
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table *. His information became ftlU more parrlcu- 
lar, and his reference to Judas too clear to be doubted. 
At the fame time, he added a tremendous denuncia- 
tion of divine vengeance againft the wretch* who 
fhould dare to perpetrate fo horrible a crime. 

Judas was not ignorant from the firft, that he was 
the perldn mcahtj for the 'diabolical plan had been 
previoully laid, and he waited only for an opportu¬ 
nity to carry it into effedt. But did not his Lord’s 
admonitions terrify and confound him ? Did they 
not, at leaft, divert him from his purpofe ? Could 
he be fo obdurate, as to perfift in his refolution, and, 
with his eyes open, rufh on to cvcrlafting deftrudVion? 
Ah! what defperate hardnels of heart ■, what ex- 
treme madnefs was here! The traitor, as if he 
were unmoved, and iinconfalous of thofe defigns 
which were imputed to him^ dared to afk, “ Matter, 
is it I ?” and though Jefus immediately replied, that he 
was the man, yet even this, it fhould feem, produced 
no alteration. 

His impious effrontery will appear the more afto - 
nilhing, if we allow, what is highly probable, that 
Judas, as well as tlie reft, partook of the Eucharift, 
or the folcmn ordinance of the Lord’s fupper j-. Be¬ 
ing aware, however, of the extent of human depravity, 
we ceafe to wonder at human guilt, but not at the for¬ 
bearance of our God, who could iiiffer one of fo aban¬ 
doned a difpofition to trifle with and profane his moft 
lacred inftitutions. Similar cafes, indeed, occur among 

* Matt, xxvi. 20—29. Mar. xiv. 17—2?. Lukexxii. 14— 
. 2j. John xiii. 21—26. t See Luke xxiu 2o, *i. 
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ourfelves: nor can they be entirely prevented by any 
exertions of ecclefiaftical difcipline. The Lord, pro¬ 
bably, permits hypocrites to proceed to fuch lengtlis, 
for the difplay of hU own juftice in’die final ifiue. 
With hearts full of all unrighteoufnefs, they may fre¬ 
quent his houfe and table :*but at laft they will have to 
render an awful account of thefe thcip’ religious per¬ 
formances, and “ receive the greater damnation 

If they be plainly warned by their friends or mi- 
nifiers, this, alfo, will aggravate their guilt, and 
conftitute a heavy charge againft them at the day of 
judgment. O that they would liften to the repre- 
fentations and entreaties of their faithful monitors i 
that they would paufe, and confider the event, and 
not pcrfevcrc in defiance of evcrlafting perdition! 
It is a favourable fign, when men examine themfelves, 
and pray earnefily to be delivered from all duplicity 
of mind and perfidious conduft. Then are they leaft 
likely to fin or to perifti as the traitor did. 

Oui;Lord having frequently declared the approaclt 
of his own death, J udas probably began to fear, that 
all his fchemes and expiations of worldly advance- 
pient would be defeated, and wilhed to obtain the 
belt compenfation poflible for his difappointment. 
The infamous wretch, therefore, entered into a con- 
tradl with the Jewilh rulers, to betray his Mafter 
into their hands for a trifling fum; and from that 
time he fought an opportunity of doing it in a pri¬ 
vate manner It is laid, that he was inlligated by 

* Matt, xxiii. 14. t Matt. xxvi. 14—16. Mar. xly. la, ii. 
Lukexxii. 3—6. 
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the Devil j but this is not to be confidered as anj' 
excuTe. Satan> doubtlels, takes advantage of our 
evil inclinations; and he may be permitted to aflift 
us in contriving and executing our projects: yet 
the guilt is emjrcly our own. As it was Judas's 
plan and defire to procure money, Satan fuggefted 
this method df.'gratifying bis wilhes, and continued 
to uige him to it, till the iniquitous purpofe was 
accomplilhed. 

After the fokmn admonitions of Chrift, Judas, 
inftead of relenting, gave himlclf up, without rc- 
fcrvc, to the influence of the accurfed fiend; and, 
perhaps indignant on being fufpeded and difeovered, 
he proceeded immediately to perpetrate his bale de- 
fign *. According to the plot, which had been laid, 
be confented to condu6l an armed band of ruffians, 
in order to apprehend his hlafter f. He knew the 
garden, where Jelus had been accuftomed to retire 
for devotion, and where he bimfelf, probably, had fre- 
quendy joined with him in prayer, O how dtfterenc 
the end, for which he now repared to Cethlemanef 
He undertook to be a guide and afiiftant to thole, 
who were fitted with murderous rage a^infl; his Lord. 
With this intent he went up to Jefus, and, pretend¬ 
ing reverence and love, (aluted him. The kifs was 
die appointed fignal for feizing his perfon: and thus, 
by the aid of a perfidious ApoftJe, the Saviour was be¬ 
trayed into the hands of wicked men to be crucified - 
and flatn. 

• John 3^. 17—30. t Mt«. xxTi. 47—50. Mar. xiv* 

43—46. Lnkc xxii. 47'~54' Johnxvili^s—iz. 
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We view the tranfaftion widi amazement and 
horror. The fin of the traitor is marked with pe¬ 
culiar aggravations. ' We are ready to aflc, Is this 
the treatment, which the benevolent &nd holy Jcfus 
dc-ferved ? Or fliali we wonder at the oppofition of 
the 'ignorant and openly profane, when one of his 
moft: intimate, afibciatcs tifes up. agajrtft him? Do 
not the former profefiions of Judas, and the facred 
fuhftion he fuftained, render his condu<fl the more 
dcteftable ? Can we conceive a more confummatc 

I 

hypocrite, or a bafer aft of treachery ? How pun¬ 
gent the reproofi addrefled to him, “ Betrayeft thou 
the Son of man with a kifs?” Convinced as thou 
art of his high charaftcr, how canfl: thou favour the 
defigns of his enemies ? Or why doft thou affume 
the mafic of frlendlhip, in order to praftile thy vil- 
lany? What is the advantage propofed? Is Jefus 
to be bartered away for thirty pieces of filver, the 
price of a common Have ? And is eternal life to be . 
given up for fo mean a confideration ? 

There arc many ways, in which we ourfclves may 
aft the fame diabolical part. While we pretend a higli 
regard for Chrift, we may expofe his caufc to con^ 
tempt, imboldcn blafphemers to vent their impiety, 
and ^cn teach them to do it with fuccefi. But 

has he merited fuch a return for all his kindneis ? 

/ 

Or, ftiaU wc fo infult him, as to cry, ** Hail, Mafter,” 
at the very time when wc entertain the bafeft inten¬ 
tions againfi him ? What have we found in IJs 
decided adverfaries, which ihould induce us to eipoufo 
and promote their interefts? Are thefe the men, 

witli 
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with whom we would afliciate, and whofc hands we 
■would ftrengthen? Can we, then, prove, that ouf 
former profoflcd principles are fall’e, or diat Jcfus 
will not make good his engagements ? Or what 
emolument do wc expert from die oppofite party ? 
Alas! • it is not poflible, tliat they Ihould offer any 
equivalent, any. proper compenfadon for the immenle 
lols, wc lliall incur by our perfidy. 

Judas, perhaps, confidered not what would follow. 
He might imagine, that his Mafter would efcape out 
of the hands of his enemies, as he had done before. 


But be that as it may, wlien he faw him condemned, 
and about to be nailed to tlie crofs, his conlci- 
ence was alarmed, and he felt inexpreffible horror 
for the atrocious deed which he had committed*. 
Ah! wliat would he then have given, to have re¬ 
voked his bargain ? What comfort did he receive 
from the thirty pieces of filver, the wages of his un- 
righteoufnefs ? He could not bear to retain the 
money in his polTeflion, but immediately reftored it 
to die Jcwifli rulers, declaring his heinous guilt, and 
the anguilh of his foul, for delivering up an innocent 
perlbn to fall by their violence. 

And did not thofe furious perfecutors relent, when 
they heard fo ftriking a confeflion ? Did they not 
tremble for thcmfelvcs, and endeavour to refeue the 
holy fufferer ? No: they remained obdurate. But 
the traitor, unable to fupport himfclf under the con¬ 
ventions and terrors of his mind, caft down before 
tnem the bribe which he had accepted, and inftandy 


* Matt, xxvii. 3—10. 
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tied away, that he might put an end to his wretched 
life. “ He went and hanged himfelf.’* Probably, 
the place, which he chofe for hU own execution, was 
on a precipice, and the rope, by which he was fuf- 
pended, £uled: for ** falling headlqn^ he burft alun- 
der in the midft, and all his bowels gulhed out In 
diis plight he lay a miferable fpefiacle to the inhabi¬ 
tants of Jerufalem, and, as the fafl excited general-no¬ 
tice, a public monument of God's vengeance. 

What an ignominious and lamentable death fer a 
follower and an Apoftle of Chrift! How foolUh, as well 
as wicked, the expedient, by wliich he attempted to 
releafe himfelf from the anguilh of his mind 1 He went 
** to his own place f,” the place, for which alone he was 
fitted by his difpofition and conduA, where his ac- 
cufing conicience will continue to torment him with 
inconceivably great and uninterrupted horrors, and 
where he will be exhibited as an example of divine 
juftice for ever. ” It had been good for that man, if 
he had not been born.'* 

But is it not faid, that he repented ? Yes j on Ibme 
accounts he was forry for what he had done. Shocked 
with the dread of'confcquences, he made confcAion of 
his guilt, and reftored his impious gain. But he 
polTcfled not that " godly forrow,” 'which " worketh 
repentance to falvation not to be repented of J.” He 
difeovered no proper humiliation; he offered up no 
p 0 rition for mercy. Under extreme mifery, his heart 
remained full of vile aff*e£tions and rebellion againft 
God: and this will be the cafe of every one, who 

• Afts i. i8, 10. -t i. t * Cor. vji. lo. 
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fufFers the vengeance of eternal fire/’ The rtiari- 
ner of his death proved, that he was not a penitent.: 
he died in the actual oommilTion of fin, and of that 
fin, which, from its nature, excludes repentance. 
He died as a murderer j ** and ye know that no mur¬ 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him 

From fucli’a'precedent,, will any undertake to 

plead for filicide? \Vc obforve, that Satan generally 

tempts men, who are a burden and terror to them- 

fclresy fo feek relief by this expedient. We therefore 

Ivarn them to confuier, whither it will lead. You 

ivilh to fly from prefent painj but you are rufliir^ 

into that, which is infinitely more intolerable and 

eternal. This the Devil tries to conceal, or perfuades 

you to dilbelicve, till your roin be unavoidable and 

remedilefs. O liften not to hjs fu^eftions} for ** he 

is a liar!” O life not up againft yourfclves the hantl 

of violence, which would render your falvation im- 

pofllble! Cry to God with inceflaAt importunity/ that 

he would extend his mercy, and communicate peace 

to ycur fouls. Though you fear it is too late, wc 

would encourage your ^plication: many, whofe 

cafes feemed as defperate as your’s, have obtained for- 

givenefs and comfort. Only confent to make the trial, 

• » 

and wait upon the Ixird. At any rale, dare not to me¬ 
ditate your own deftruftion: lurely it will be foon 
enough to enter upon a fiate of never-ending torment, 
when God himfolf fliaU give you the fummons. 

That wc may be imprefled with an abhorrence of 
departing from the faidi, let us contemplate, more 


• 1 Jrhuiu. 15. 
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minutely, the tremendous confequences of the apolUfy 
of Judas. 

I. He involved the futhful difciples of Jefus in deep 
diilrels. Thofe, who had been attached to the Gof- 
pel, would be ready to fulpeft the {ruth of their own 
principles, when they obferved a zealous preacher 
totally renounce them, and even feU’.Kis mailer to his 
enemies, “ for filthy lucre’s fake.” This circumftancc, 
probably, fiaggered the Apofiles themfelves, and in> 
creafed their confufioni when they all forfuok their 
Lord. You, who love the Saviour, cannot but grieve 
for fuch infiances as this, more than for any tem¬ 
poral calamities. You lament, that the Saviour is 
** wounded in the houfe of his friends.” You be¬ 
wail the perfons, who thus “ draw back unto perdi¬ 
tion,” and in whom ail 

pointed. You are reaJy to fear, that the work of 
God will come to nought, and ** the armies of the 
aliens” prevail. Perhaps, you tremble under an ap- 
prchenfion, that you yourfelves, alfo, in fome cvil_ 
hour of temptation, {hall " fall after the fame exam¬ 
ple of unbelief.” But we entreat you to compofe 
your minds. God will plead his own caufe, and vin¬ 
dicate his honour. He is faithful, and therefore you 
are fecure in his Covenant. He will not fuffer any 
real believer to depart and perifh, as Judas did. Thefe 
cafes, we allow, are painful, but they ought not to 
lliake your firmnefs or your hopes. We are fore¬ 
warned of them in the feriptures: even the trea^ 
chery of J udas was no other than a completion of fc* 
vcral exprefs prediftionc. ” It muft needs be, that 
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bfftnccs write j but wo tbit ttttoi' by whortt the 

offence comcth 

2. He afforti^ the ertcmies 6f Jeius caufe of tri¬ 
umph^ Long had they reprcfented the Saviour as a 
deceiver j and, -probably, they were confirmed in 
thaC opinion by the conduft of Judas/ Ft might fhen 
be afferted, with fome plaufibility, fhat the cheat was 
difcovered, fmcc one of the preachers of this new 
religion had forfaken it, and conic over to their in- 
tereft. Thus it is now. Apoftates bring the Gof- 
pel into contempt, and increafe the prejudice and ob¬ 
duracy of infidclsi The Lord, in- righteous judg- 
AieM, permits ilich occurrences, as fiirnifh men with 
a prfcteRt for oppofing that truth, which they hate. 
They eirclaim, therefore, " The whole fyftem is a 
delufidn: there carl be'no res^l vdue, at leaft, in thofc 
prlnciplcsi which fo many, after long trial, have rc- 
dbunced. It Ihouid feem, that the moft zealous ad¬ 
vocates for the faith are all afhikced by finifter mo¬ 
tives, finCe fome of their company have betrayed their 
xinfoundncfs: We ftiay judge of the reft from thefe 
Ipecimens.” 

Will you hear, what may be faid in reply? Afk 
thofc very perlbns, who have deferred Chriftianity, 
afle them (criouny. Who arc in the right? In gene¬ 
ral, they are conftrained to bear a decifivc teftimony 
in favour of that religion, which they have relin- 
quifhed, and to condemn themfelves. This Judas did. 
Many, alfo, like him, have Ihewri the greateft horrors 
for their fin, and perilhed miferably. Their cafe, 

• Matt. xviU. 7. 
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therefore, loudly proclaims the fol^ i^id modaefs of 
forfaking the ways of God. That fome, that num¬ 
bers of thofe, who profefs the fti5h> have never felt 
its influence, we cqnfefs and lament. But flill the 
foundatiort of God ftandeth fure.” . If indeed, it be 
fair to judge of a whole fociety from certain indivi¬ 
duals, there is no fuch thing as fincerity in the world. 

s 

Then all the Apoftics were vile impoftorsj and Judas 

a^led the moft honeft part, when he threw off the 

mafk. But-this, we fuppofc, no one will venture to 

aHerc. Such a declaration would be an infult to the 

common fenfe of mankind. 

Let us view the apoffate once more, and obferve 

3. He brought upon himfelf aggravated mifery and 

ruin. We have feen, that he received no comfort 

from the money, w^iich he fo eagerly defired, 

“ Riches profit not in the day of wrath*:” when 

procured by unrighteoufneft, they frequently fill the 

minds of their poffcflbrs, even in this life, with an- 

guifh'and difmay. Thus, alfo, St. Paul teftified. 

The love of money is the root of all evil: which 

while fome coveted after, they have erred from the 

faith, and pierced themfelvcs through with many for^ 

rowsf.” In various ways God can afflift and punifii 

finners, while he fuffers them to accompUfo their 

wiflies. He can render them fo much a terror to 

% 

themfelvcs, chat they foall “ choofe ftrangling, and 
death rather tlun life But the moft tremendous 
difplay of his juftice, in the perdition of ungodly 
men, is referved for another world, where they lhall 

» Prov. xi. 4. t : Tim. vi. 10. % Job vii. 15. 
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receive, in «ca£t -proportion, ** according to their 
works.” There fliall every vile apoftate, as well as 
the traitor Judas, be diftinguifticd by peculiar marks 
of indlgnadon; for no guilt can be fo heinous as 
their’s. 

Do not thefe jconfiderations alarm our fears ? Then 
let us watch and* pray: and efpccially let us beware 
of thofe fnarcs, by which others have fallen. Let us 
be ferlous and upright, renouncing every carnal mo¬ 
tive in our tranfadlions with God. ** A double- 
minded man is unftable in all his ways But, tak¬ 
ing hold of the Covenant in Jefus Chrift, and aiming 
at the divine glory with finglcnefs of eye, we fhall 
perfcverc in righteoufiiefs, and be " kept by the power 

of God through faith unto falvation t*” Amen. ' 

* 

f James i, 8. ^ u j, 
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SECT. I. 

Feier^ a ^Jherman^ brought to JeJus by bis brother Jr- 
drew—took a miraculous draught ofjijbes—was appointed 
an Jptdiie^^t'alked on the Jea^confeJJed Cbrtjl—one of 
his mofi favourite and zealous attendants—wns warned 
at the Injl fupper—flept in Getbfemane—defended his 
Majler—forfook and denied him — repented—-had an 
interviezv with Jefusi^ter the refurrelHon, 

A OR.AT . variety of natural difpofitions ap¬ 
pears even among thofe, who poffefs the grace of 
God.* Each man’s peculiar temper gives a calt to his 
religious conduft, and, while it diftinguiflies him from 
others, expofes him to peculiar fnarcs and tempta¬ 
tions. Thofe of lively affeftions are apt to be un¬ 
guarded and precipitate, and frequently offend througit 
indifereet and unfeafonable exertions of zeal. But 
the calm and fedate, however they may deliberate and 
judge wifely, often want the fervour, courage, and 
activity, which are ncceflary for difficult undertakings 
and extenfive ufefulncfs. 

The hiftory, now propofed to our confideratlon, 
will evince the propriety of thefe remarks. Of all 

S 4 the 



2^4 SCRIPTURX CMARXCTERS. 

the perfonS) who accompanied our Lord> none appears 
more confpicuous than S^t Peter. He has been 
ftyled the prince of the Apoftles, and not Improperly, 
for he generally Hood forth as their leader in every 
tranfaflion. I'he. excellence of his charafter, to 
which Jefus himfelf gave the ftrongeft atteftations, 
demands our crtotm. We ciuft admire his warm 
attachment to his Mafter, his fidelity, fortitude, and 
vigour. Yet we allow that he had failings, and on 
one melancholy occafion was betrayed into very dif> 
honourable condu«H. He was naturally fanguine, bold, 
and confident; and, through the influence of this hjs 
prevailing temper, he fometimes appeared forward, 
ralh, and prefumptuous. We do not attempt to juf- 
tify or palliate the faults of pious perfons; but we 
ought not to be vehement in our cenfurcs. X^t not 
the carelefs and the Indolent, who loudly condemn 
the imprudence of Ibmc lively Chriftians, flatter them- 
felves chat their caution and inaftivity are more pleaf- 
ing to God, chan the honefl warmth of thofe, Svho, 
like Peter, may occafionally over-aft their part. The 
latter may be often wrong, but the former, being def- 
tltute of love and zeal, are never right. It is incum¬ 
bent upon us to regard the Saviour, not with indif¬ 
ference, but with fervency of affeftion, and on every 
fuitable opportunity to exert all our abilities for pro¬ 
moting his glory. 

% 

Peter was an inhabitant of Bethlaida in Galilee, 
where, though Jefus preached often and performed 
many miracles, the Gofpeliwas generally rgefted. 
Here he curied on the mean and laborious occupa¬ 
tion 
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tion of a fifherman, for which the place was convera- 
encly fituated. His low rank and educadon, perhaps, 
rendered him infig^ificant, if not contemptible, in the 
eyes of the world, but he obtained favour wkh God, 
and an honourable dtftinflion in die Church. The 
Lord feeth not as man feeth: He often pafles by the 
great, the noble, and the‘learned, an^, to accomplish 
his purpofes, fclefts fuch inrtruments, as arc thought 
weak and unfit for the work. He choofes an Apofilc 
for the publication of his riclr mercy, not from the 
courtiers of the Roman Emperor, or the philofophers 
of Athens, but from tlic poor filhcrmen of Bethlaida, 
By fuch a difpcnfanon He exhibits both his power 
and his grace, and gives a public declaration, “ that no 
flefli fliould glory in his prefence.” 

Peter was the brother^f Andrew, and probably, like 
him, had been a difciple of John the Baptift, before his 
acquaintance with Jefus •. Andrew no fooncr obtained 
the knowledge of the Saviour, than he condufted Peter 
to him! How many have reafon to thank God for 
their pious friends, whofc converfacion, inftru6tions, 
and exhortations have brought them into the way of 
peace and rigbteoufnefs! Let us look with companion 
on the fouls of our alTociates and relatives, recom¬ 
mend the Goipel of Chrift to their acceptance, and 
labour afliduoufly for their fpiritual welfrre. Jefus 
received the new convert with kindnefs, and fhewed 
by his addrels that he was not ignorant of him tIrougH 
a ftratiger. He alfo Intimated a defign of taking hun 
into his fervicc> by ghdng him a nev/ name, cxjncf- 

* John i. 40—42. 
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five of peculiar flrmncis and ftcadfaftnefs. He faid, 
“ Tliou art Simon,” (fuch being his former appella¬ 
tion) ** the fon of Jena: thou flialc be called Cephas, 
which is by interpretation, a ftonc,” or a rock.” 
We, with the an<;icnt church, have adopted the name 
ol Peter, whofe figniBcation is the iame'with that of 
Cephas, and which was the term ufed to explun it. 

It is probable, tliac St. Peter continued with our 
Lord for* feme time, and then, returning for a feafon 
to his old employment, dwelt at Capernaum. There 
we find that Jefus went into his houfe, and miracvi- 
loufly healed his wife’s mother of a fever There, 
alfo, Jefus met with him following” his occupation, 
entered into his Ihip, and directed him to caft his 
net into the fea f. Pie hod laboured all the night 
^yithout fuccefs; but now, af one draught, he took 
an immenfe quantity of filhcs. This was evidently 
dcfigned as an omen for good, and an encouragement 
to venture upon his Maftcr’s fervice with the greater 
confidence. The fa« 5 t fo plainly afeertained the dig¬ 
nity of the Sayiour, that Peter was overwhelmed with 
reverential awe, knowing himfclf unw'orthy to ftand 
before this holy and exalted Perfonage. With the 
tlcepeft fclf-abalcment, occalioned by an iinpreflive 
conviction of guilt, he cried out, ** Depart from 
me, for I am a finful man, O Lord.” If we have 
formed proper conceptions of tlie divine purity, we 
fhall not wonder at the fear and confufion here ex- 
preffed. The moft excellent men have, in like ipan- 
ner, confefled thcmfelves unfit to appear in the pre- 
• Luke iv. 31, 58 39. tv. 1 —ri. 
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lence of God, and, when favoured v/ich his neareft 
approaches and cleared revelations, have declared the 
ftrongcft abhorrence of themlelvcs. 

But jefus immediately replied with words of com¬ 
fort to his trembling IcrvMt, and i^inded him, that 
he mud prepare for nobler employn^nt, and from 
that time be occupied *with remarkable fuccefs in 
catching men. The call went to his heart with ir- 
rcfiftible energ)’: he did not then want afty further 
inducement to become a ftated follower of his Lord. 
K^'ery worldly confideration gave way to higher mo¬ 
tives: “ he forfook all,” his fifhes, nets, veflels, 

4 

friends, and relations, that he might devote liimfclf to 
the work of the minidry. 

Soon afterwards he was appointed to the Apodolic 
office, and fent out, witli eleven others, to preach 
the Gofpel, and confirm its doftrincs by miraculous 
operations *. Whenever the twelve are enumerated 
in the NewTpdament, Peter’s name dands in the 
front. He was among the firft, who were taken into 
Chrid’s fervicc, and always didinguilhed hhhfelf by 
his 2eal and aftivity. But, though we allow a pecu¬ 
liar excellency in hU charafter, we cannot favour the 
conclufion, that he poflefled authority over the reft. 
There is no appearance in the facred hidory of any 
fuch fi^remacy or infallibility, as the Church of- 
Rome aferibes to him. No fuperiority of this kind 
was ever grantetl by the Saviour, demanded by Peter, 
or acknowledged by his brethren f. The arrogant 

* Matt. X- 2. Luke vi« i3» f Matt, xxiii 8~i2. 

XV. I3i tezk . 2 Cor. li* Gal, u, ii. 
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claims, therefore, of tliofe who call themlclves his fuc* 
ccflbrs, the Bilhops of Rome, are abfurd and impious. 
They have no foundation in the feriptures, and pro¬ 
duce very mifchievous cffcdls. But, waving the con- 
fideration of thofe errors, we Ihould pray that all the 
preachers of the Gofpel may obtain a meafure of the 
fame grace, and 4 nanifc(l the‘fame holy principles, by 
which St. Peter was influenced. So lhall no refpedt 
to their intereft, reputation, or connections in life 
prevent them from promoting, to the uttermoft, the 
cauie of Chriil and the enlargement of his kingdom. 

We obferve Peter’s conftant attachment to his 
Maftcr, and readinefs to profefs that regard. On one 
occafion,.-whcn he faw Jefus walking upon the tem- 
peduous fea in the night, at fird he was intimidated, 
as well as his companions; ,but afterward, hearing 
the gracious voice of his Lord, he cried out, ** Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water 
This addrefs, evidently, proceeded frorn faith and love, 
and yet betrayed much forwardnefs and felf-ccnfldence. 
To check thefc wrong principles, by giving him a 
painful proof of his wcaknefs, which he was little 
aware of, Jefus permitted him to venture upon the 
deep. 

We behold Peter, then, upheld by a divine power, 
treading on the boiilerous waves, as on dry ground. 
But at length, when he attended to the violence of the 
wind, not retaining, as he (hould luve done, his de¬ 
pendence on the Lord, his courage drooped, and his 
body began tq fink. He expedted nothing but imme- 

• Mali. xiv. *2—33. 
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diate deftruSHon, and exclaimed in great anguiUi, 
** Lord, fave me.” This occurrence, which was an 
awful prefage of what he afterwards experienced, 
ihould have taught him more diffidence and meeknefs 
of fpiric. Jefus immediately affiorded him the neceffiuy 
afliftance, Caught him as lie was on the point of bring 
overwhelmed, and condudbed him fafely to the fhip. 
At the fame time he fbarply reproved him for his un¬ 
belief^ through which his attempt had failed: O! 
thou of little faith, wherefore didft thou doubt?” 
Alas! how often have we been fruftrated in our good 
defigns, on the very lame account! For a fcafbn, per¬ 
haps, we feerned as if we could truft the Lord; but, 
when we took off our eye from him, and thought of 
our dangerous lituation, our fears prevailed, and, if 
Jefus had not refeued us, wc muft have utterly 
perilhed. * 

On another occafion, when many difdples forlbok 
the Saviour, and the Apoftles themfclves appeared 
ready to depart, Peter, with his ufual fervour, profefled 
his firm regard and unfhaken rcfolution not to defert his 
Mafter *. Lord,” faid he, " to whom fhall we go ? 
Thou haft the words of eternal lift j and wc believe, 
and are fure, that thou art that Chrift, the Son of the 
living God.” This was indeed an evidence of the 
finccrity of his faith, and the warmth of his affeftion. 
With fuch views of the Satnour, we alfo fhall adhere 
to him, and abhor the propofal of fteking any other 
refuge. If our fouls are eftabliflied in a full perfua- 
fion, that he alone can give us peace and evcrlafting 


• John ri. 60—69. 
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happinefs, then we {hall be willing to perfeverc through 
every difficulty and danger in lus fervice. 

jefus enquiring. of his difciples, what opinions 
were formed concerning him, St. Peter ftood forth, 
and made that noble confeffion, “ Thou art the 
Chrift, the Son lof the living God His Mafter, 
in reply, pronounced him truly blefTed, as having ob¬ 
tained tliis deaf knowledge and ftrong confidence, 
not by any peculiar difeernment of his own, or infor- 
roacion from others, not by any human abilities or 
aflillancc, but by the diftinguilhing grace of God 
and illumination of his Spirit. Jefus added, in very 
remarkable terms, chat Peter, as his fignificant nanic 
implied, fliould be ufed as a " Rock,” that on him, 
as one of its main fupports, Hiould be built the glo¬ 
rious edifice of die Church, and tliat, however op- 
pofed by Satan and his agentsj it fliould continue to 
rife, and fland firm and impregnable againU the melt 
violent aflkulcs -f. He declared further, that he fliould 

• Matt, xvi. 13 — 19. * 

f Some fappofe. ihai Jefus intended to poiot out himfelf as die 
tCocIc; and it U allowedj that He is the only fure foundation, oa 
wliicli his Church can reft, i Cor. in. n. Others underftand, 
that the confeilion of faith, which St. Peter here made, is the Rock 
referred to, fince the profperity and even the extftenccof the Church 
depend on the doArlnes, included in Uiat confeiTion. But the con¬ 
nexion of the paiTage does not Ccem to be well preferved by either 
of thofe fenfes; and the Author conceives, that there is no more 
impropriety in confidcrlng Peter as a fupport of the Church, than 
in reprefeniing the Apoftics and Prophets as the foundation, on 
which it is built, Eph. it. io* Rev. xxu 14. Such an interpre¬ 
tation derogates not from the honour of Chrift; nor can it fa¬ 
vour the popifh notion of Pctcr\ fuprcmacy. 

appoint 
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appoint this favoured Apoftle w be a, principal officer 
in the kingdom of grace> and deliver its keys into lus 
hands, as an emblem of audiority committed to him 
for the adminiftradon of its affairs. But, with what¬ 
ever powers Peter was invefted, he poflefl«i them 
only in common with his 'brethren, as they alfo after¬ 
wards received a commiflion of th? iame extent f; 
On no ground can the tyrannical ufurpations of the 
Popes of Rome be juftified, from the grant here given 
to Peter. It is impofliblc for them to Ihcw, diat it 
contains, or that they derive from it, a right to abfoJve 
and to condemn, as they prefume to do. 

But, waving that unprofitable controverfy, let us 
rejoice in the fecurity of the Church under the care of 
Jefus. It will be oppofed by ftrong and malicious 
adverfaries: but He has engaged for its protedlion and 
continuance. Do we, *as living ftones, conftitute a 
part of this fpiritual building ? Then we fhall firmly 
rcfift every attack. Can wc adopt Peter's eonfefnon, 
wifh a,fiill conviiflion of its truth ? And is tiiat con¬ 
viction produced, in confcquencc of divine light com¬ 
municated to the mind? O how great the privilege 
and blcflednefs, thus to be acquainted with the clia- 
raCler and falvation of Jefus! 

Soon afterwards the Apofldc received a fbarp repre- 
bcnfion. Perhaps, elated by thefc Angular declara¬ 
tions in his favour, and ftill entertaining ideas of a 
temporal kingdom, he could not bear to hear his 
Mafter forctcl the pafilon then approacliing, and even 
dared to cenfure him on that account; he faid, “ Be 
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it Glt from thee* Lord; thU lhall not be unto thee 
The addrels was in eveiy reipedt unTuitable: it ex- 
jprcflcd great ignorance and prefuroption} and. there¬ 
fore he was rebuked for it with an unufuat feVeritjr. 
Jefus perceived by what wrong affeftions his fervant 
was actuated, and, it ihould feem, he felt the fug- 
gefticti as a tempution to hiirtfeif: he replied, “ Get 
tltee belnnd me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me; 
for thou faroureft not the things that be of God, 
but thofe that be of men.’* Alas I how cafily may 
fuch, as are moff exalted in grace, be turned aftde by 
a depraved nature, and botli fpeak and adt under the 
influence of carnal principles, by which, in effedt, they 
promote the purpofes of Satan! Let us enquire, Do 
not we, like Peter, objedt to the croft, and, as if we 
had loft our fpiritual xaAe, Jay our plans for worldly 
advancement, through covetdufneft or ambition ? Do 
we not (hew, on feme occafions at lead, that we do 
not perfedbly undeiibind or comply with the iiumbling 
and felf-dcnying feheme of the Gofpcl? What; are we 
then doing, but taking part with the Devil, and oppo- 
ftng the defigns of Jefus P 

St. Peter was not only a companion of Chriff, to¬ 
gether with the other ApofUes, but numbered among 
his moft intimate friends, and intruded with the mod: 
unreferved communications of his mind and counfel. 
He was one of the favoured diree, who faw the Sa- 

4 

viour transBgured on the mount: and he, in prti- 
cular, expreffed a rapturous delight in the villon and 
the Society there afTcmblcd. He cried out ia.his cc- 


• Matt. -xvi. *1- a}. 
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fta(y, Lord, it is good for us to be here; if thou 
wilt, let us make here three tabernacles, one for thee, 

4 

and one for Mofes, and one for Elias This ho¬ 
nour he never forgot: many years afterward, and not 
long before hb death, he attefted the fa£V, and infifted 
on it as a convincing proof, chat he had not followed 
cunningly devifed fables f." We do not look for 
fuch revelations of Chrift: but his people ftill enjoy 
his Ipiritual prcfonce, and by faith behold his glory. 
At thofo diftinguiihed fcafons, when taken up with 
him to the mount, they feel a plcafure, which is un¬ 
utterable, and wifh to have no more to do with ter- 
rcftrial concerns. Their language dien is, Lord, it 
b good for us to be here!” 

When certain colle6lors applied for the accuftomed 
tribute, Peter readily %reed to pay their demand, and, 
by his Lord’s direftioife, caught the fifh, which fur- 
nifhed the money for that purpofe In one place, 
he propofed the queftion, how often he fhould forgive 
an ©landing brother §. In another, after receiving a 
folcmn admonition concerning the danger of riches, he 
declared, that he had forfaken all from an attachment 
to his Mafter, and exprefled a hope of obtaining a re- 
compcnfejl. His profeflions of regard were fincere, 
yet we difeover in them fome degree of fclf-confidence 
and carnal expedlations. 

We omit various circumflances of a lels interefting 
nature, in which his name b introduced! obferving 
only, that, throughout the whole hiftory, he Hands 

• Ma«. xva. i—8. f 2 Pet. i. j 6—iS. J Matt. xvii. 
24—27. ^ Matt. xvUl. zi. ii xix. 27, 
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diflinguiihed 



274 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

diftinguifticd by the ardour of his affedtion for Jefus, 
and by the overflowings of his zeal upon all occafions. 
He was faithful, bold, and vigorous in the work afllgn- 
cd him, ever watching the motions, and fpringing 
fonvard, before all. the reft, to execute the will of his 
Loid. O that both minifters and private Chriftians 
poflrfled a larger' meaftire of his fervour and dili¬ 
gence ! Alas! we lofe many opportunities of ufeful- 
nefs, through the coldneft of our hearts in fpiritual 
things, and dilhonour our principles by the defedt of 
our fervices. 

‘ We now advance to a part of the facred narration, 
which may juftiy excite much fear and diftrefs. A 
mournful fpcftaclc is exhibited in the fall of this emi¬ 
nent Apoftle. We prefume i^t to allege any ex- 
cufes for his coniludt, which was finful in the ex- 
treme, and marked by peculiar aggravations. May 
we be properly affcdled by the view, and learn to 
diftruft ourfelves! How prcpoftcrous it is, for crea¬ 
tures fo depraved and helplefs to be lifted up with vain 
confidence! Who lhall be able to ftand, if God with¬ 
draw his fupport ? 

When our Lord celebrated his laft paflbver, he in- 
ftriidtcd his difciplcs, in the moft gracious manner, by 
the fignificant adtion of walhing their feet *. St. Peter, 
furprifed at his condefeenfion, objedted to his perform¬ 
ing this menial office. He laid, and, it Ihould feem, 
with real humility^ “ Thou lhalt never walh my 
feet.” But Jefus taught him, that he ftood in need 
of a fpiricual purgation, to which he Ihould be willing 

• John xUi. X— 
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to fubmic. Immediately the Apoftle acquiefccd, when 
aflured that he could have no part in the Saviour, un- 
lefs wafhed by him. Let us learn to cry out for our- 
felvcs, under a fenfc of our defilement, “ Lord, cleanle 
my polluted foul, and in every refpeft make me holy 
and acceptable to thyfelf!” Or, in* Peter’s words, 
“ Lord, not my feet only, but alfo my hands and 
my head." 

Peter requefted^ lus Lord to explain the hints which 
he had given about his departure, and was then in¬ 
formed, that he hknfelf muft follow him, not indeed 
at that time, but after feme years fcrvice in tlie 
Church *. He confidered the reply as containing an 
intimation of unwillingnefs in him to fuffer with Jefus j 
and, feeling his liearP warm with love, he boafted 
that he could inftantly* and cheerfully meet death in 
his Maftcr’s defence. The declaration ^iccorded with 
his real fentiments, but favoured too much of pre- 
fumptton, and proved that he was not properly fenfi- 
ble of his own weaknefs and danger. To check this 
vain boarting, and put him upon waschfulncfs and. 
prayer, Jefjs reprefented, in a moft aireefting manner, 
that Satan his fubtle adverlary was about to aiuuic 
both him and his companions with peculiar vehe¬ 
mence ; that he in particular, after fu.4ering a fevere 
lofs in the conflict, would be preferved from a total 
defeat, and recovered for the confirmation of his bre¬ 
thren, in confequcnce of the Saviour’s intcrccfnon 
for him f. 

.Such information, and from fucli a perfon, we 

•John xlii. 36—38. f Lulce xxii. 31— 
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fliouUl flippofc, was enough to ftrike a damp upon die 
Apoftle’s fpiric. But he was yet too confident of his 
own ftrengcli to Jiften to the warning, and therefore 
he repeated tlie declaration, tliat neither bonds nor 
dc-uh -fiiould fepaiiite him fro;n his Lord. Jcfiis then 
adv-fcd a more .exprefs and tremendous admonition, 
folernnly affirming, that before the morning watch, 
in the courfc of that very night, Peter would thrice 
difavow all acquaintance with him. And did not this 
caution produce the proper effeft? No: he went out 
with his Mafter to Gcthfcmane, but not with fufficient 
humility, vigilance, or' prayer. Upon the road, he 
wns again reminded of his approaching fall; but, ftill 
thinking himfclf incapable of fuch bafcneC* and trea¬ 
chery, he again maintained vuth renewed alTcvcra- 
tiens, and in the moft peremptory manner, that he 
would ftantl by his Lord in all extremities, and that, 
however the reft might afl, he would choofc lieath ra¬ 
ther than deny him *. This was honeft language; but 
it clearly betrayed that “ haughty fpirit,” which gocfh 
belbre a fall f.” It always bodes ill, wlicn men fuf- 
pe£l others rather than tliemfelves, and boat! of thtir 
firninefs, Inllead of calling upon God for ftrength and 
protei5lion. O how needful is that petition, “Hold 
thou me up, and I lhall be fafe J!" 

When diey came to the garden of Gethfemane, 
St. Peter, with the two other favoured difclplcs James 
and Johoj was admitted to behold the Saviour in his 
deepeft diftrefs §. There he received a folcmn charge 

• Matt. xxvi. 31—35. t Prov. xvi. r8. J Pfal. cxix. 117. 

5 Matt. xxvi. 30—46. Mar. xiv. 52—43. Luke xxii. 40—4O. 
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to watch with his Lord, and pray againft temptation. 
But, ’ even on that occafion, he difcovcred a very 
fmful remifFnel’s. He neglefted the direftions given 
him, and, inftead of being employed’in holy exercifcs, 
fell aflecp. His companions did the fame; but a 
fharp reproof was addreflbd to him in particular, as he 
had been more confident than thcffthers, “ Simon, 
lleepeft Thou? couldft not thou watch one hour?" 
The injun(5lion was renewed} yet again and again 
he funk into the fame excefllvc ftupor. A poor pre¬ 
paration fi)r a feafon of fcvcre trial I 

A fcene of much terror, and that foreboded a tre¬ 
mendous confli(ft, awaited the difciples and their Maf- 
tcr. Jefus was apprehended by a band of armed men} 
yet we obferve that St. Peter, on that event, ftill main¬ 
tained an iinlhakcn conftancy and courage *. Remem¬ 
bering his vow, he drew his fword for the refeue of 
liim he loved, and wounded a fervant, who was, pro - 
bably, one of the moft forward among tlic Impious 
crew* TJiiis, as he had determined, Jve ha7arded his 
life rather than he would Ibrfakc Chrift: and, confi- 
dering this forcible rcfiftance, it is furprifing tliat both 
lie and liis companions were not inftantly cut to pieces. 
Rafh and impetuous in his zeal, he forgot his own and 
tiicir danger} and rtill more unmindful of the power 
he had witnclTfd, and die drain of dotdrine he had 
heard, he fooliflily thought to proteft, where piotrc 
lion could not be wanted, and fcrupled not to ufe ini 
\)ropor means. Jefus, therefore, reproved him, and 
reminded him, that, if any defence had been nccefliiry, 

• AliUt. xxvi 47—54. John xviii. i — i r. 
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lie could have procured thoufands of Angels for that 
purpofe. Chriftians, whofc natural difpofition is fan- 
guine> are in great danger of adopting violent mea- 
fures, even for the truth’s fake. But the caufe of God 
is not promoted by fuch expedients. “ The weapons 
ol our warfare are* not carnal**.” . 

Peter beheld ,his Mafter taken, bound, and led 

✓ ^ 

away as a piifoncr; and, perceiving him quietly fub- 
mit to this treatment, he, together with the other 
difciples, forfook him and fled f. His boafted cou¬ 
rage failed} and*, probably, he began to tremble for 
his own fafety. This was a lad change indeed. 
Yet he leemed to be foon recovered: recovered, alas! 
to fall the more fcandaloufly. Not long after, he 
foll 9 wed jefus, afar off,” evidently under an impref- 
lion of fear. He wiflicd to be upon the watch, that 
he niiglu obferve how the w*hole tranfaflion termi- 
jiateJ. Pie obtained admiflion into the place of trial, 
and, to avoid fufpicion, mingled with die crowd. He 
fat down among the idle and profene fervants * what 
poor fociety was this for an Apoftle of Chrift ! There 
the temptation commenced ; yet it was fuch, as ap¬ 
peared in itlelf trifling: at leaft, he had widiftooJ many, 
which we might have thought greater. But Satan was 

• 2 Cor. X. 4. 

f Mate. xxvi. 56. 58, 69—75- Mar. xiv. 66—72. Luke xxii. 
54—62. John xviii. 15—27. St. Peter’s fall is related by all 
the EvangeliQs; but none have deferibed it in a more heinous 
light than St. Mark : and If, as is generally fuppofed, that Gof- 
j'.el was reviewed by Peter himfclf, and written even under bis 
direflion, this circumllance may be confidered as an evidence of 
his integrity and fincere contriuon. 
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then permitted to have a ftrong afccndency over his. 
mind, and to render him, contrary to his natuaal tem¬ 
per, a mofl: abjeft coward. 

A certain female attendant in the high prieft’s 
palace charged him with being a dilciplc of jefus. 
He was inftantly confounded, and cxprefsly declared 
that he did not fo much as know* him. Perhaps 
fliockcd at his own words, he went out, and heard 
the cock crow. Did not that found bring to his re- 
colleftion the caution, which he had received ? Pof- 
libly, this might be the cafej yet immediately after 
that warning, being interrogated by different perfons, 
he fell again j toniirming his former denial of his 
Matter with ftronger affeverations, and even with an 
oath. An hour afterwards, the accufation was re¬ 
newed by frcfti witnclfcsj and the third time this emi¬ 
nent, diftinguiftied, and zealous Apottlc difavowed all 
connexion and acquaintance with Jefus. This he did 
in language, which might be calculated to clear him 
from, the imputation,' but which we ttiould have fup- 
pofed could never come out of fuch a mouth: “ lie 
began to curfc and to fwear.” 

We ftand amazed, while we view tke atrocious 
fin, with all its aggravations. If we have been pre- 
ferved from fo lhameful a declenfion, O what thanks 
and praifes are due to Him, who hath kept our fouls! 
But this hiftory will teach us not to prefume on our 
imagined fteadfaftnefs. We are ttill liable to be 
tempted and overcome. Nay, there is no wickednefs 
fo heinous, which'we may not be induced to per¬ 
petrate. Our danger is the greater, as we are con- 

T 4 ftantly 
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ftantly watched by a fubtle and malicious advcrfary, 
who “ defircs to have us, diat he may fife us as 
wheat.” O let us be the more vigilant, and pre¬ 
pared to refift Ws attacks! There were fome pre¬ 
ceding fteps, which led to Peter’s calamitous mifear- 
ri.ige. He depended upon his own ftrength, ncgleft- 
ed to pray, and* mixed with l»d company. Let this 
be regarded and improved as a folcmn caution to 
ourfelves. Let us beware of thofe omiflions and fai¬ 
lures, which are thought trifling: they may lead to tlie 
moft fatal events. 

Such cafes are moft lamentable; and yet the Lord 
God fees fit to permit them, and even renders tliem 
fubfervient to hit own gracious purpofes. His of¬ 
fending people are more deeply abafed, wliile their 
painful experience teftifics their total depravity and 
entire hclpleflhefs: they learn to walk more circum- 
Ipeiftly, perceive more of the excellency and value of 
redemption, and become more cordially attached to 
the Saviour. There are perfons, indeed, upon whom 
thefe inftances have a bad effeft: but they muft an- 
fwer for their own perverfe abufes. If they are en¬ 
couraged to fin, here is nothing which can juftify 
their conduft. They prove their own delperate 
wickednefs, while they ple»l the examples of others j 
fo that their very excufes will be turned ag^nift them- 
felves. 

I'he fall of Peter was fcandalous, but not of long 
continuance. The fame night, and almoft the fame 
hour, he was reftored and brought back to God as 
a weeping penitent. Immediately after his laft pro¬ 
fane 



ST. PITER. 


2.81 

<ane declaration, the cock crew the fecond time; 
and, it fhould feem, that found, which fo exactly 
fulfilled the previous admonition given him, deeply 
affected his heart. But, more cfpedially, he was 
awakened by the eye of his injured mafter, who had 
been within the hearing ‘ of fome of his impious 
fpeeches. “ The Lord .turned, and’looked upon 
Peter; and Peter remembered his word.” That 
look pierced his very foul: and yet, we apprehend, 
it was a look, not of indignation, which would have 
driven him to defpjur, but of die moft compafllonatc 
regard: it upbraided him for his treachery, but en¬ 
couraged his hope of forgivenefs. Then he beheld 
the heinoufnefs of his tranfgrelTion; and, under 
the ftrong influence of fhamc, confufion, and pun¬ 
gent forrow, he fought where he might hide his head, 
and vent the diftrefles oY his mind, ” He went out 
and wept bitterly.” Where, then, is the promifed 
fwcetnefs of fin ? Rather, what complicated miferies 
docs it, produce! How deep the wound, which it 
leaves upon the confcience! Many, alas! are al- 
moft bverwhelmed with anguifli, on account of their 
backflidings, and cry out day and night, with a pain¬ 
ful remembrance of what they have loft, “ l^eftore 
unto me the joy of thy falvation*.” Yet let them 
not fay, “ There is no hope;” fince we here refer 
them to one, who was recovered from his fall, par¬ 
doned, and again eftablifhed with equal, if not with 
greater, ftrength. 

We read no more of this Apoftle, till the morning 
of the rcfurredlion. The interval muft have been 

to 
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to him a feafon of extreme affliction, fpent in prayers 
and tears. But, upon the firft tidings that the Lord 
was rifen, Peter, w'ho was in John’s company, ran 
with eager hafte to fee the Icpulchre *. A cclcftiai 
meflenger, proclaiming the joyful event to certain 
pious women, direCtcd diem to inform the difciples 
of their Maftat’s defign to meet them, and made 
mention of Peter’s name in particular. This was 
calculated to comfort him, as it conveyed an inti¬ 
mation, that he was not abandoned or forgotten j-. 
Soon afterwards, on the fame day, Jefus Ihewcd him- 
felf alive to him, before the reft of the Apoftles had 
obtained tliat fight: and there was not one, who 
ftood fo much In need of fupport and confolation J. 

The Saviour, allb, after his refurreftiop, favoured 
him'with peculiar notice, in a very remarkable interview 
at the fea of Tiberias §. He appeared to Peter and 
certain other difciples, who were fifhing, and by his 
miraculous influence filled their net with large filhes. 
Peter, difeovering his dear Lord upon the Ibore, in- 
ftantly caft himfelf out of the fliip, that he might 
fwim to him, and teftify the ftrength of his attach¬ 
ment. They dined together, and then a moft af- 
feCting difeourfe enfued. 

The former profefllons of the Apoftle might feem 
to be rendered dubious, if not entirely falfified, by 
his late mifcondu<ft. Probably with a reference to 
this circumftancc, Jefus now enquired, whether his 
love was indeed greater than that of others, as he 

• John XX, f Mar, xvL 7* 
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had once boafted. Tlie interrogarioft conveyed a 
tender reproof, to wliich Peter replied only by ap¬ 
pealing to Jefus, as acquainted with tiie ftate of his 
heart, for the fincerity of his regard. He was then 
commanded to give evidence of it„ by attending to 
his paftoral office, and feeding the meaneft and wcak- 
eft of the flock. This* contained, ‘in effeft, a re¬ 
newal of his Apoftolic commilTion, and therefore a 
full teftimony of forgivenefs. Thrice was the queC* 
tion propofed, and thrice did he call upon the Saviour, 
to whom his inmoft foul was open, for the atteftatlon 
of his integrity. But, having become more diffident 
of himfelf, he prefumed not to intimate, that he felt 
a ftronger affeftion than the reft. As the charge, 
aUb, was dirice repeated, there could not remain a 
doubt, that he was r^inftated in his place, jefys 
predifted, that in his old age he fhould fuffer a violent 
death, and glorify God in the pains of crucifixion, and 
concluded his prophecy with an injunftion to follow 
the fteps of his Matter. Peter wifhed to be informed, 
what would become of John, but received for anfwer, 
tliat, leaving the concerns of others, he muft attend 
to his own, and labour to imitate the example fet be¬ 
fore him. 

Here we paufe, and ftand in admiration of that 
grace, which can pardon, reftore, and fave, even 
the moft heinous backfliders. ** Return unto the 
Lord your God,” you, who “ have fallen by your 
iniquity,” He himfelf declares, “ I will heal their 
backfliding, I will love them fttely*.” O confels 

* Hof. xiv. I, 4. 
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your bafcncls, and weep with genuine contrition for 
your aggravated offence! But confider alfo, if you 
have obtained mercy, and God be pleafcd to employ 
you again in his fervice, what grateful acknowledg¬ 
ments of his love, wliat vigorous exertions to pro¬ 
mote his caufe, are due from you more than from 
others? You’9annot expiape your guilt, or repair 
the mifehief you havc^one: but defirc, at leaft, to 
prove your recovery, exhort your brethren to main¬ 
tain their fteadfaflnefs, and labour to bring again 
thole, who, like yourfelves, luve been driven away. 
Let your great Exemplar be ever before your eyes. 
Follow him more clofely and conftantly than before i 
follow him, even unto death, and you lhall Hnally 
reign with him in glory. Amen. 


SAINT 
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SECT. 2 . 

Peter propojed the eleSJion of a nem Apofle—-preached 
cn the day of Pentecojl—healed a lame man, and ad- 
drejfed the people — imprifoned^^leaded before the San¬ 
hedrim—dettSled Ananias-^^uas again imprifoned, 
brought before the Sanhedrim, and fcourged—^xent 
to Samaria, Lydda, Joppa, and Cefarea—defended hie 
conduSt towards Comelius-^delivered from Herod^ 
attended the comcil at Jerufalem—reproved by St. 
Paul at Antioch—his writings, and death. 

T HOSE vows and profefllons of repentance, which 
are not’ accompanied with its genuine fruits, deferve no 
credit. Saint Peter received a particular injunftion to 
prove his recovery, by confirming the faith of his bre¬ 
thren, and feeding the flock of Chrift *. And an 
evidence was given through the whole fuccceding part 
of his life, of a zeal unqueftionably pure, and of a di¬ 
ligence which knew not, or complained not of fatigue. 

The A£ts of the Apoftles” have put his charafter be¬ 
yond a doubt: the twelve firft chapters chiefly relate to 
him, and demonflrate by the flrongefl teftimonies, that his 
contrition was fincere, and his fubfequent conduA con- 

* Lulce xxij. 32. John xxi. ij. 
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fiftcnt and honourable. Many cifcumftances may be 
concealed from us; but enough is recorded, to (hew, 
that he obtained forgivenefs, and continued for many 
years an extenfive ble^ng to the Church. As he 
lived, fo we have reafon to believe that he died, in the 
bold profeflion and defence of the Gofpcl. May tlicy, 
whofc cafes reftmble his, learn in like manner to walk 
more circumfpefkly in future, labour more abundantly 
to be ufefeil in their generation, and exhort others to 
beware of thofe mifcarriages, which have brought fuch 
anguifh upon themfelves! 

When our Lord afcendcd into heaven with great 
triumph and glory, it is probable that Peter was one 
of thofe, who followed him with tlieir eyes, till a cloud 
received him out of their fight 5 it is certain, he was 
one of that faithful, though, little, band, which re¬ 
mained at Jerufalera in a ftatc of lioly fellowfliip, and 
anxious expectation of the promifed blefllng *. He it 
was, who addrefled the Church upon the apoftafy of 
Judas, Ihcwing that the fcriptures were fiilfiUcd'in him, 
and that his place among the Apofeles Ihould be fup- 
plied by a frelh eleCHon. 

On the day of Pentecoft, the Holy Ghoft de- 
fcended with miraculous influences upon all die 
twelve, but our attention is direfted to St. Peter, more 
dian to the others f. Though it does not appear that 
he was diftinguiflied above the reft by fuperior powers, 
yet he ^ood forward with peculiar courage. He 
flrft opened the grand commillion of the Gofpel, and 
the effeCk- of lus preaching, on that memorable occa- 

* ACUl. 9,13, 8k. t ii. 14, &c. 
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fion, was moft vilible and extcnfivc. In his folcmn 
difcourfe to the people, he replied to the fcandaloua 
reproach, caft upon him and his brethren,' and al¬ 
leged, that the gift of tongues, wluch’ excited fiich 
adonilhment, ought not to be aferib^ to intoxica¬ 
tion, but to the extraordinary effufion of the Spirit, 
which had been exprefsly ■ foretold. By a moft de¬ 
cided teftimony, he mmtained, that Jefus had 
wrought various unqueftionable miracles, and, after 
being injurioufly put to death, had been raifed from 
the grave, according to David’s prophetical deferip- 
tion. He argued, that He, who expired on the croft, 
had taken his feat at the right hand of God, and, 
having fulfilled his own promife in communicating fo 
large a meafure of the Holy Ghoft, had proved him- 
felf to be the true Mefllah, the very Saviour, who 
ihould come into the world. 

An immediate and deep imprefTion was made upon 
the minds of the audience. Many exprefled the 
moft pungent anguifh and terror, while they eameft- 
ly implored direftion from the Apoftles. Peter in- 
ftandy called them to the exercife of repentance, re¬ 
quired them to be baptized in token of their fub- 
miffion to Jefus and dependence on his merits, and 
encouraged them to expeft from Him the gift of the 
Spirit. How venerable did the preacher appear, when, 
with a holy fervour of zeal and love, he ftood and 
befought the furrounding multitudes to be laved from 
that perverfe generation! O that all the muuftcrs of 
Chrift -pa&ffed the like ardour, and that the labours 
of thofe, who do exert themselves in the fame ho¬ 
nourable 
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nourable fcrvicc, were crowned with fimilar fuccels! 
Let them lift up the ftandard of the crofs, and doubt 
not that God will profper their efforts for the enlarge¬ 
ment of his kfngdom-. 

We infift nqt in this place on the various miracu¬ 
lous operations performed by the ApolUes, nor on 
the happy ftate of charity, peace, and piety, in which 
the primitive Churcli lived together, as their very 
enemies obferved with aftonifhment. That deferip- 
tion would exhibit a pleafing piflure, and ftrongly 
recommend our religion; but it does not immediately 
relate to the charaftcr of St. Peter. 

Soon after the feaft of Pentecoft, he is again 
brought forwards on a very interefting occafion *. 
He went to the temple, in company with John, 
at the ufuai hour .of prayer, when a poor man, 
who had been a cripple from his birth, folicited re¬ 
lief. ** Silver and gold Iiave I none,” faid this mef- 
fenger of peace, “ but fuch as I have give I thee: 
in the name of jefus Chrlft of Nazareth,*' rife up 
and walk." A perfeft cure inftantly fuccecdcd } and 
ib public was the cafe, tliat it excited general notice. 
Crowds of people flocked together, that they might 
fee the wondrous perfons, whofe words had given feet 
to the lame. 

Peter fought not their applaufe, and therefore 
eagerly feized the opportunity of turning off their 
attention from himfelf to his dear Lord and Mafeer, 
whom he afleftionately commended to their regard. 
He boldly charged them with the molt heinous guilt. 


* Afti iu. I, fcc. 
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in having crucified the Prince of lifc> and exhorted 
tiicm to repent and believe on Him, who was railed 
from the dead, that they might rcoeiye pardon and 
peace. He argued, that Jefus had fulfilled their an¬ 
cient prophecies, and juftJy demanded their fubmiflion. 

He Hated the nature and cxccllcng^.of the falvation 

^ • • 

propofed, declaring that their long expeded Meffiah 
was fent “ to blefs them, in turning away every one 
of them, from their iniquities.” A fimilar mode of 
addrefs, from thofe who labour in the Gofpel, will 
be at all times proper. They alfo “ preach not them- 
fclves, but Chrift Jefus the Lord*.” It is of necef- 
ficy, that they endeavour to fix upon the minds of 
tl^eir hearers a conviftion of fin, without which the 
offer of deliverance will not meet with any cordial 
accept.?nce. They mtfft cry aloud, ** Repent ye, 
and be converted, that your fins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refrelhing lhall come from the .pre- 
fence of the Lord.” They proclaim, that “ the Re¬ 
deemer is come to Zion,” and, while they exhibit his 
incftimabic benefits, they maintain, that tliofe only can 
enjoy them, who turn from tranl^cflion j-.” 

The zealous exerrions of the two Apoftlcs pro¬ 
voked the refentment of the priefts and rulers, and 
occafioned their own arreft and imprifonment But a 
great honour was put upon them, though call into a 
dungeon. They had preached to good effed, as it 
appeared that the Church received a large increafe 
through their word. J 3 n the day following they flood 
arraigned before the Sanhedrim, being called to an- 
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fwer for their conduit. Peter was the fpeakcr, and 
difplayed an uncommon degree of courage; but at 
this we do not wonder, when informed that he aited 
im nediatcly and entirely under the influence of the 
Holy Ghoft. He declared, • that the cure of the lame 
man had been wmughfby the power, and tlirough faith 
in the name, of Jefus. Forgetting his own fituation as 
a prifoncr at the bar, or difregarding his fafety, he 
charged his judges witli the murder of his Lord, whom 
lie aflerted to be raifed from the dead, and warned 
them that by Him alone falvation could be obtained. 

Such undaunted fortitude in one, whom they had 
defpifed as a low and illiterate perfon, confounded the 
council, and they knew not what fteps to take. How¬ 
ever, they ftriitly enjoined him, not to prefume to 
propagate the Chriftian doitrihe: and, had the fcheme 
been of human contrivance, it is probable that it 
would have been inftantly defeated. But, as the 
work was of God, they could not overthrow i^; tlicir 
rage was vain, their threatenings inencdbual. Peter 
and John flood unmoved, and declared their determi¬ 
nation never to dcfift from the caufe, in which they 
were engaged, appealing even to this malignant aflem- 
bly, for the juftification of their condudl. ** Whe¬ 
ther it be right,” faid they, “ in the fight of God, to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” 
For that time they were dilmifTcd, but with frefh me¬ 
naces; and when they had joined their brethren, the 
whole company united in prayer. They fpread their 
cafe before the Lord, and entreated Him ftill to fup- 
port and proiper them in the propagation of tlie Gof- 

pel. 
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pel. Their petitions obtained an imrfiediatq and fa¬ 
vourable anfwer: the Holy Spirit came upon them, 
perhaps with fome external tokens as before, and en¬ 
abled them with renewed vigour to perfift in the fer- 
vice of their Mafter. 

Do not fuch examples make us afliamed of our 
own timidity? Is it not neceflary for us to be as firm 
and undaunted in the profefllon of the truth, as Sc. Pe¬ 
ter was ? Or, will it be right, in any inftance, to hearken 
unto men, more than unto God ? Yet are we not 
doing this, while by diflionourablc compliances we 
feck to evade perfecution? You, who love the Lord, 
being perfuaded of the excellence of your caufe, 
fliould pofll-fs an unfliakcn courage. Whatever your 
enemies may threaten, by prayer and faith commit 
yourfelves to Him, wiiofe you are, and whom you 
ferve, and then you need not dread any confcquenccs. 
He will commvinicate to you more abundant grace, 
which lhall be fuificient to fuftain you in the feverefl 
conflict. 

The Church continued to increafe and profper; 
though the hypocrify of fome profelTcd members pro¬ 
duced a painful trial *. Ananias and Sapphira were 
convifted by St. Peter of tlie bafeft diflimulation, and 
inftantly ftruck dead at his word. This circumftance, 
however, tremendous as it was, turned out “ to the 
furtherance of the Gofpeli” which more evidently 
appeared to be the caufe of heaven. Our Apoftle, in 
particular, was held in profound veneratipn: he 
wrought various wonderful cures, wliich arc not-nii- 

* Afls V. , 1 , &c. 
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nutcly defcribedi nay, his very (hadow proved W 
many perlbns the means of miraculous recovery. Who, 
then, could refule* to be convinced, that thefe men were 
indeed the meflengers of the living God ? 

Still the Jewilh rulers oppofed, and, being filled 
with violent indignation, caft.all the Apoftles together 
into the common prifon. Yet no bonds could filcnce 
thefe witnefles of God’s truth. An Angel refeued 
them from thdr confinement j and by his direction 
they proceeded to preach the fame dodtrinc, as 
publicly and as earneftly as before. Again they 
were brought before the Sanhedrim; when the high 
prieft exprefied the kecneft refentment, becaulc they 
had defpired the injunefiions and threatenlngs of the 
councih Peter undertook to anfwer, in the name 
of his brethren; and maintaining, as on a former oc- 
cafion, that no commands of men would exempt them 
from obedience to God, he boldly declared the grand 
principles of the Gofpcl before his judges. He was 
evidently more foUcitous to fave their fouls, chan 
procure his own deliverance, while he ftated, that 
the very peripn, whom they had crucified as a vile 
malefaiftor, being raifed from the dead, and exalted 
to die higheft ^ory, as a Prince and a Saviour, 
was ready to diipenlc the bleOIngs of repentance and 
forgivenefs. 

His addrels increafed the rage of the audien^ i and 
a propofal was made to take away the life of thefo 
troubbrfome men. But after fome confultadon they 
were dlTmllled, having been firfl foourged, and again 
charged to preach no more in the name of Jefus. 

This 
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This violence, howc.ver, damped neither their cou¬ 
lee nor their joy. They accounted themfelves 
peculiarly honoured in fuffering for fuch a Mafter, 
and continued to declare his triithr both in public 
and private, though with great apparent danger to 
thcmlclves, 

A more ftriklng pi6ture of Cjiriftian fortitude, 
faith, and zeal, cannot be exhibited. Do we not al- 
moft envy the chains and ftripes of St. Peter and 
his companions ? He has aO'ured us, that, “ if we 
be reproached for the name of Chrift, happy are 
we ; for the Spirit of glory and of God refteth upon 
us But have we ever felt the influence of the 
love of jefus, fo as to be willing to give up cafe, li¬ 
berty, and life, for his fake ? Do we regard him, ac¬ 
cording to Peter’s dodtrinc, as “ the Stone, which is 
become the head of the corner ?” Do we look up to 
him, as feated on his throne in heaven, and impart¬ 
ing, to every humble petitioner on earth, repentance 
and rpmilllon of (ins f 

The intrepidity of the Apoftle, in the tranfaftions 
now related, forms a ftrong contraft to that part of 
his condudl, when he was alhamed ^to confefs his 
Lord before a fervant maid. And to what lhall we 
aferibe this difference ? In his bafe denial of Chrift 
fee the weaknefs and depravity even of good men, 
and their liablenels to fail by thofc very temptations, 
of which they are warned, and againft which they 
have moft ftrenuoufly relblved. But in his bold de¬ 
fence before the cotuicil we behold, not fo much 

• I Pet. IT. 14. 
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the natural impetuofity and conllitutional courage 
of his mind, as the power of divine grace: we per¬ 
ceive that God can qualify his fervants for the 
work afllgned them, and fupporc them in every 
da-iger. O let u§ learn to maintain an entire dc- 
peiidcncc ii}>on Him, and he will help us according to 
our need! '** 

After fome time, the Apoflles at Jerufalem, 
5'*' having heard that the inhabitants of Samaria had 
embraced the Gofpel, fent Peter and John for the 
purpofe of eftablilliing them in the faith, and impart¬ 
ing to them fome fpiricual gifts *. Upon that occa- 
llon a Angular cafe occurred. Simon, a noted ma¬ 
gician, obferving that the Holy Ghoft was con¬ 
ferred by thefc two eminent teachers, ignorantly and 
iinpiouQy propofed to purchafe the fame power by a 
fum of money. Peter immediately rejefted the offer 
with difdain, reproved his bale hypocrify, warned him 
of his d'lnger, and eameftly exhorted him to repent¬ 
ance and prayer. Pie addrefled himfelf to the fiftner’s 
cor.i'cicnce with plainncfs and fidelity. And will ic 
not be ‘allowed, that fuccceding minifters Ihould in 
like manner, without referve, “ declare all the coun- 
IclofGod?" 

Having preached in different parts of Samaria, he 
returned to Jerufalem. During his continuance in that 
city, he received a vifit from the young convert and 
Apoftle Sr. Paul j yet neither then, nor at any other 
time, was llich a lupremacy acknowledged in Peter, as 
the c!uirch of Rome pleads for -f, No external perfe- 

’ -'ifls vVu. —-j, tCal. i i8. 
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cution preventing him, he foon afterwards took an ex- 
tenfive circuit, that he might fpreatl the Gofpel from 
town to town. “ He pafled througli all quarters,” 
ttftifying of Clirift, and working miracles; fo illuf- 
trioufly were the grace and power of God exhi¬ 
bited in him *! 

To Eneas, a poor. afflidted paplydc, he fpake 
in the name of his divine Mafterj and Iiealth and 
vigour were inftantly reftored. The aftoniihing cure 
was rendered more remarkable by the effects which 
it produced: the inhabitants of the town, whicli was 
called Lydda, “ turned to the Lord.” He was fent for 
to Joppa, which lay in that neighbourhood, on occa- 
fion of the death of an eminently pious woman, Ta- 
bitha, or Dorcas; and at his word, after folcmn prayer 
to God, (he revived. This extraordinary miracle, 
alfo, tended to the enlargement of the Church. Many 
were convinced, and received the Chriftian dodtrine: 
Peter, therefore, continued with them for fome time, 
thatihe might confirm them in the faith. How ho¬ 
nourable and ufeful his employment! In fome mca- 
fure refembling his dear Lord, he " went abqut doing 
good,” admlniftering relief to the difeafed in body, 
with a view to promote their fpiritual and eternal wel¬ 
fare. O may wc live under the influence of this holy 
and benevolent principle I Though we poflfefs not mi¬ 
raculous powers, yet fomc-thing may be efTcfted in 
our refpedtive places, for the honour of Chrift, and 
the Iklvadon of our fellow-creacures. 


1 
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^ j,_ From Joppa St, Peter removed to Cefarwi 
upon a Angular occurrence, which introduces a 
nioft important hiftory. ** The Gofpel of the cir- 
cumcifion was committed to him V’ but it plcafcd 
God to diflinguilh him, alfo, as the firft inftrument 
of c.irrying the gfad tidings* to the Gentiles. And 
now the grand dilpenfation, the myftery, which liad 
been kept fecret for ages, began to be unfolded, 
“ that the Gentiles Ihould be fellow-heirs, and of the 
fame body, and partakers of the promile in Clirift*!*.” 
The Apoftlcs themfelves were with difficulty per- 
fuaded to believe it, though it had been fo cxprefsly 
predifted by the ancient prophets. A particular 
revelation prepared the mind of Peter for propofing 
thefe high privileges to the Heathens, and removed 
his objeflions. 

When he had retired for prayer about the middle 
of the day, according to the praAicc of devout per- 
Ions, the Lord taught him by a vifible reprefentation, 
three times repeated, that the dillinftion of clean and 
unclean, appointed by the ceremonial law, was about 
to ceafe, and that what God had fanftified, he muft 
not reject as common or polluted J. Juft at that in- 
ftant certain meflengers from Cornelius, who had 
been fent by divine direftion, enquired for the Apoftle: 
and, that his Jewilh prejudices might not prevent him, 
he received exprefs inftruftions from the Spirit to 
go with them. If God evidently lead the way, we 
ought not to hcficate. Yet, alas! through perverfe- 

* G.il. u. t Ej>h. iii. 6. J Aftj x, i, &e. 
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ncfs, obftinacy, and many corrupt tempers, we arc 
often unwilling to follow, even where the line of 
duty is accurately marked out May the grace of our 
God render us obedient to his wif, by whatever 
means it is made known! 

Peter went to Cerarea,*and there fhewed that he 
fought not his own glory, .but that of Matter: fen- 
fiblc of what was due to him, and confeious of his own 
demerits, he declined the homage, which Cornelius ira- 
pmdently offered. Many of the Centurion’s friends were 
alTemblcd to hear the do^rlne of this cxtraordinaiy 
teacher. Accordingly, after ftating on what grounds 
he had undertaken the journey, he proceeded to preach 
the Gofpcl to them without referve. He declared his 
full conviftion, that a way of accefs to God was 
opened for men of every nation: he infitted on the 
charaflcr and work of Jefus, on his life, death, relur- 
reftion, and the future judgment; he maintained, that, 
agreeably to God’s revelations by his propliets from 
the bc^nning, rcmifllon of fins could now be obtained 
by all who believe in the Saviour’s name. It pleafej 
God to confirm the word, and prove undeniably that 
he would have the Gentiles admitted into his Church; 
for thofc purpofes, the Holy Ghoft immediately dc- 
feended upon all the company. After fuch an attefta- 
tion of divine acceptance, the Apoftle could not be 
unwilling to receive them as his Chriftian brethren. 
He commanded them, therefore, to be baptized, and, 
at their earneft requett, for their further inftruc- 
tion and advancement, he continued with them 
foroe days, 

We 
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Wc rejoice, that the lame blefled mefiage of falva- 
t;on is come even unto us, who were once in Pagan 
tiaikncfs, and that God ftiU gives teftimony to the 
preaching of b's truth by the demondration of his 
Spirit, though not in fo extraordinary a manner, 
j 'ardon and peace arc oftertd in the name of jefus; 
ard, by the fiii<h of him, .many among us, “ who 
were fometime alienated, arc now reconciled” to 
God. We Ihould be glad to oblcrve that others, 
as well as ourfelvcs, arc recoveretl, from whatever 
date, and by whatever means, they may be called. 
Though they were once of a different religion, or 
of no religion at all, we fhould exult in their falva- 
lion, like the Angels in heaven. If the Lord God 
has fealed them for his own by the Holy Ghoft, who 
are we, that we fhould refufc tliem " the right hand 
of fellowlhip?” 

The free communication of St. Peter with the 
Gentiles, as here related, gave offence to fbme of his 
Jewifh brethren at Jerufalcm*. But, upon his«return- 
ing to that place, and explicitly declaring the matter, 
their vehement prejudices were in a great meafure re¬ 
moved, and they adored the grace of God, which 
was imparted to the uncircumcifed. Too frequently, 
alas! good men, through hafte or bigotry, take um¬ 
brage at the conduft of others, whom they would ceafe 
to cenfure, if they properly underftood their fituation, 
and die grounds on which they aft. 

^ , After fome time, a violent perfecution arofe 

againft the Church. Herod Agrippa, that proud 

^ Acts XU t —13. 
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and cruel tjrrant, having put James to death, caft Pe¬ 
ter into prifon, and commanded him to be kept under 
a ftrong guard, till he fhould be brought forth to public 
execution, for the entertainment of the’people *. The 
Apoftlc, however, had numerous friends, who made 
continual intercefTion for ’him, not at the court of 
Herod, but before the throne of God:. ’and their pray¬ 
ers procured his deliverance. Vain were all the pre¬ 
cautions and means ufed for his confinement: the 
king’s intention was fruftrated, the expeftation of the 
profane multitude difappointed. The very night pre¬ 
ceding the day appointed for Peter’s fuffering, while he 
flept with compofure, not dreading tlie event, an 
Angel appeared to refeue him. Inftantly his chains 
fell off, the iron gates gave way, and, under the con- 
duifl of his heavenly guide, he went out through the 
midft of fentinels without interruption. 

Juft at that time many pious perfons were aftually 
engaged in offering up their fupplications for the 
Apoftle, when they were affured by his arrival amongft 
them, tltat they had obtained acceptance. After in ¬ 
dulging his grateful and devout fenfations with hii 
friends and brethren, praifing God for this extraor¬ 
dinary difpenfation, he retired from them, feeking, pro ¬ 
bably, a more convenient retreat. His difappointed 
enemies were enraged at his efcape, and the guards, 
who had been fee over him, put to death in his ftcad. 
** Great and marvellous arc thy works, Lord God Al¬ 
mighty; juft and true arc thy ways, thou King of 
faints! Who fhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify 


* Afts Kji. 1—19. 
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tliy name*?” He is ** wonderful in counfcl, and ex¬ 
cellent in woiking,” who " plcadeth the caufe of hi& 
people f.” He may fufFer them to be opprefled 
tlirough tyraijtsj yet in many remarkable cafes he has 
difplayed his regard for them, and proved, chat “ their 
Redeemer is ftreng J.” The inflancc before ns ftands 
as a convincingxpken of his gjacious atcendon to prayer. ■' 
The importunate cries of the poor pcrfecutcd faints 
opened the prifon doors, and delivered an ApoHle. O 
ki us be encouraged, m every diftrefs to make known 
our rcquclts unto God, with greater frequency and 
fervour, and we fhall furely prevail! 

A.D. Peter is again introduced to our notice in 
the grand council of the Church at Jcrufalcm. 
Whea the queftion was there agitated, whether 
obedience to the Mofaic law fliould be urged upoii 
die believing Gentiles, he role up and declared, how 
God had commilTioned him to preach the Gofpel to 
the uncircumcifcd, had given them the Holy Spirit, and 
purified their hearts by faith §. He argued,, there¬ 
fore, that, being received to the divine favour without 
ceremonial obfcrvanccs, they Ihould be left to their 
foil Ubertyj and he maintained the important do6trine>' 
that none can be faved any otherwife than through 
the grace of the Lord jefus Chrift. 

Yet, on one occafion afterwards, he ailed incon- 
fifiencly with his profeHed principles. At Antioch he 
lived on terms of Chrlftian feUowlhip with the con.* 
verted Gentiles, but at length witlidrew from their 


• Rev. XV. 4. 
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ft>ciety, through the fear of difplcafing certain Jewifh 
’ccalocs, who came to that place *. This wavering 
conduit produced bad effeits. Many,^ through the in¬ 
fluence of his example, betrayed the fame timidity; 
and, while he endeavour^ to conciliate one lide, he 
grieved and ftaggered another. St. Paul, therefore, 
lharply reproved him, r^refenting, that from his be¬ 
haviour it might feem, as if he did not confider the 
believing Gentiles in a ftate of acceptance, or had 
renounced the fundamental doitrinc of juftification by 
faith alone. 

What fliall we fay to this inftance of unftcadinefs ? 
We prefume not to defend it; ** bccaufc he was to 
be blamed.” It does not appear, that he offered any 
cxcufe for himfclf, and we Ihould hope, that he frankly 
confefled and immediately repented of his fault. The 
moft eminent Apoftles are not propofed as peifeit pat¬ 
terns. They all difeovered failings, and were liable 
to be again and again overcome by temptations, even 
as we arc. Let us beware for ourfclves. Are there 
not thole among us, who are guilty of mean com¬ 
pliances, and who, not merely in one inftance, but 
habitually, counteraft the diftates of conlcicncc, 
through fear of temporal inconveniences ? Do wc not 
too much confult the world, how far they will allow 
us to affociatc with ferious Chriftians ? Let us abhor 
dinimuladon, and aifb an open and upright part. 
Whatever we may fuffer, let us determine to walk 
according to die truth of the Gofpcl,” and not hefitarc 
to ihew our cordial attachment to the people cf God. 


* Gal. U. It, tec. 
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Peter betrayed a wrong ipirit, and Paul was his 
reprover j a circuniftance, which ftrongly confirms 
the doctrine, which they preached. If there Iiad 
been any collision, any cheat praftifed upon mankind) 
it would certainly have been difeovered, when the 
two great champions differed. Yet even then they 
perfectly agreed' in matters of opinion, and after¬ 
wards continued to maintain the fame principles, and 
promote the fame work, as ** labourers together 
with God.” 

The life of St. Peter was protradted to a confidcr- 
ablc length, and fpent in adtive exertions for the ho¬ 
nour of his Mailer. It Ihould feem, that his wife 
accompanied him in his ti-avcls, and that they both 
fubfifted upon the bounty of others *. Some precious 
remains of his writings are ti^nfmitted to us; and by 
thefe he yet fpeaketlt, and will fjjcak to the end of 
time. His t%vo Epiftlcs were addrefled to the difperfed 
Chriftians, for the purpofe of comfordng them in 
their troubles, confirming them in the fiiith, framing 
tliem againft feducers, enlivening their hopes, and 
regulating their condudt. Let us ftudy thefe in- 
fpired exhortations with ferious attention, till they 
have produced their full influence upon our hearts. 
Surely we cannot refufe to liften to fo venerable “ an 
elder,” who was ** a witnefs of the fuiferings of Chriff, 
and alfo a partaker of the glory that fhall be revealed -j-.” 
Both thefe Epiffles were compofed in his old age, and 
they feem to be marked with its charadlcr: in the fc- 
cond efpecially, his language is diat of one, wlio 

• I Cor. ix. ?. 4 I Pet. v. i. 
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confidered his dilfclurion as at hand, and who was 
taking leave of the world. Here, tlien, he has de¬ 
livered his moft folcmn thoughts, in 4:he near view of 
eternity. And did he waver in his mind ? Did he 
renounce his principles?. No: faf otherwife. He 
dcfired moft carncftly, that his inftruftions might be 
always remembered after his deceafe •: and, having 
dcfcribed, with an aftonilhing grandeur and majefty, 
the deftrudtion of the earth, and the appearance of 
Chrift as the univcrfal Judge, he added, " What 
manner of perfons ought ye to be in all holy conver- 
fation and godlinefs, looking for and hafting unto the 
coming of the day of God f!” 

A. D. At length he finilhed his courfc in an honour¬ 
ed able manner: he died a martyr, (it is thouglit 
when he was about fev^nty-five years old) and fealed 
with his blood the truth, which he had preached. 
Mis Lord had foretold, that he fliould be taken off by 
a violent death, even that of crucifixion J j and this 
came to pafs under the tyranny of Nero. It is be¬ 
lieved, that both he and Sc. Paul fuffered at Rome 
about the fame time, and that St. Peter wai crucified 
with his head dov/nwards, at his ov/n defiie, as if he 
tliougiit himfclf unworthy to refemb’e his Mafter. Be 
that as it may, he now appeals in glory, where, 
amongft all ‘'the noble army of martyrs §,” he will 
admire and praife his God and Saviour, and reign 
with him for ever and ever. 

Many Prophets, Apoftlcs, and minifters, have loft 
their lives in vindication of the Gofpcl; but, while 

• : Pci. i. I t iii. 11> 12. t John xr<j. 18,15. § Te Djiim. 
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•wc lament the removsd of fuch able advocates, wc re¬ 
joice that God will plead his own caufe, and make 
the word of his grace to prolper from age to age. 
We would enquire of every reader, and entreat him 
earneftly to put the queftion to himi^f. Is not that fyf- 
tem of faith, for which St. Peter died, worthy of at¬ 
tention ? Or, " how fhall *e cfcape, if we negledfc 
fo great falvation ?” Dcflre, dien, to know and feel 
the excellency of thofc principles, for the defence of 
which fo much has been done and fuffered: accord- 
ing to the exhortation of this infpired writer, ** give 
diligence to make your calling and eleftion fure *.” 


* * Pet. i. io. 
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his parentage and occupation^alled by Chr‘^*^ 
appointed an Apfik—^as prejent at the transfigura^ 
tion—•forbad one cafting out devils—propojed to confume 
the Samarltans^-^titioned for the higheji place^-^t-- 
tended his Lord at the laji pajfovert in Gethfemancy and 
at the crofs-^^as the firfi who believed the reJurreSlion 
—laboured with Peter at Jerufalemy and in Samaria-^ 
banijhed to Patmos^preached and died at Pphejus~—bis" 
Gofpel, EpiJlleSy and Revelations^ 

t 

All the Apoftles of Jcfus, excepting the traitor, 
portelTcd a real excellence of charafterj yet in fonac of 
them we may trace a difierencc. They believed and 
felt the fame principles, and were endowed with equal 
integrity, whilft the natural temper of each gave a bias 
to his conduct and a trait to his manners, which dif- 
tinguifhed him from the reft of his brethren, and which 
enhanced or diminilhed the value of his friendlhip. 
God gives his grace to men, whofe inclinations and 
habits are unlike, and they are bleficd with the fame 
falvation, yet, as the ordinary varieties of the human 
mould frill remain in them, their virtue is more or Icfs 
VoL. IV. X engaging 



jo6 SCAIPTURE CHARACTERS; 

engaging and attractive. Tlic eleven were all, birt 
not equally, dear to their Mailer: fomc obtained marks 
of his peculiar efteem. We prefume not to cenlure 
his conduct, ot* to demand the reafons on which he 
aCtsv If'Chrift, who took our nature, yielded not to 
thofc fenfations, which incline us to prefer one compa¬ 
nion to another* yet He is thf fovereign Lord, and has 
a right to bellow his favours, when and as he pleafes. 
Three of thole, whdm he had chofen out of the world, 
were honoured above the reft by his attention: and, of 
thefe three, one was admitted to a nearer intimacy, and 
a larger Ihare of his regard. This was he, whofe hif- 
tory U now introduced to our notice, and who lb 
frequently deferibed by that exprclTion, “ the difciple, 
whom jefus loved.” St. John, it is allowed, pofiefted 
an uncommon fweetnefs of temper; and, perhaps, as 
we have hinted, that ftrong afteClion, and clofe union 
which fubfilled between him and his Lord, may be 
aferibed to tlieir reciprocal feelings, occafioned by the 
fimilaricy of their dUpolitlons. Certain it is, that in 
proportion as we cultivate the fpiric of love, we fliall 
enjoy a familLarky of intercourfe with Chrift. An 
imitation of this favoured Ajwftle will, likewUe, bring 
credit to our profeffion oftthe Gofpcl, and add much 
to the peace and luppinels of our own fouls. 

The followers of Jefus were chiefly fuch as obtained 
not any high diftinClkin among men. He makes 
no account of the emWllilhmcnts, which catch the 
notice and admiration of the world: he palTes by 
many of elevated rank, and ” cxalteth them of low 
degree.” I'he parenugc of John was mean; hU 
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fituation in life, obfcurc. His brother James and he 
were fons of Zebedee, a filherman at Bethfaida in 
Galilee> and brought up to the fame occupation. 
Theie two were partners with Peter and Andrew in 
the concerns of their trade, and comnjcnced their at¬ 
tendance upon the Saviour at the fame time *. Being 
flruck with amazement at ‘the miraculbus draught of 
fiflies, which had been taken under the direftion of 
Jefus, they were inftantly difpofed to obey his calU 
At his word they forfook their father, their veflcls, 
and employment; and, becoming his ftated follow¬ 
ers, were prepared for the Apoftlelhip, to which they 
were foon afterwards appointed. The fummons, pro¬ 
nounced by Chrift, being accompanied by the influence 
of his Spirit, prevented or removed from their minds 
every objection. Thus allb, in general, the people, 
who enter upon his fcrvicc, are “ willing in the Hay 
of his power f" to undergo every difficulty for his 
fake. Let us pray with our Church, tliat, after this 
example, we may forfoke all worldly and carnal affec¬ 
tions, and be evermore ready to follow God’s holy 
commandments through Jefus Chrift our Lord 

The two brothers, probably, rcfembled each other 
in diljx>fltion, and are fo frequently mentioned toge¬ 
ther, that we (hall find many of the lame things re¬ 
lated of them both. When ordained to the Apoftle- 
fhip, they were called by one name, ** Boanerges,” 
or ** The Ions of thunder §.*’ The appellation, we pre- 
fume, does not imply that the manner of their addrefs 

* Matt. iv. at, 12. Luke v. 10, ti. f Pfal. cx. 3. } Colled 
for St. James the Apoftle. i Mar. ili. I 7 > 
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was terrific, which would be inconfiflent with the 
gentle and loving Ipirit of St. John, but it denotes, 
rather, the fervour of their zeal, and the cfikacy of 
their preaching, which, like thunder, Ihook many 
liearts, and overcame the ftrongeft oppofition. O for 
men of this defeription, to’ftand fortli as advocates for 
Chrift in the pr^fent age! • 

John is fuppofed to have been the youngeft of the 
Apoftles, and appointed to the facred function, when 
he was not more dian twenty-fix years old. It is 
truly dcfirable to give up-the heart to God, and bC' 
gin his work, in eaily life; tliat our beft days and tlie 
vigour both of body and mind may be devoted to his 
fcrvice. How much mifehief might thus be prevented, 
what extenfivc ufcfulncfs promoted! 

St. John v;as one of the rhrjee honoured compa- 
nioill of Chrift, who were admitted to behold him in his 
glory on the mount of transfiguration *. Probably, 
from tiiat heavenly vifion he was led with greater 
earjicftncls to contemplate and admire his divine 
Mafrer, of whofe dignity he had received fuch a 
tranfcenclent proof. lie reconmiended him, there¬ 
fore, to the regard of others, fi om a clear knowledge 
of his perfon, and an attentive confideration of his 
excellency, 'l luis he writes, “ 'I'hat which was 
from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have feen with our eyes, which v/e liave looked upon, 
and our liands have handled, of the word of life, de¬ 
clare we unto you, tliat ye alfo may have fcllowlhip 

with us f.” 

• Matt* xvli. I. { 1 Jolm if 
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Yet even in Jolin, who enjoyed the moft intimate 
communications with the Saviour, we perceive the 
depravity of human nature. He fdt the conflict, 
arifing from “ the flefh lading againft the Spirit,” 
and difeovered fome failings that we'lhould not have 
expefted in an A poftlc, and erpeciall^ in one fo much 
diftinguifhed for his meeUnefs and love. What other 
conclufion can we draw, than this, “ l.et no man glory 
in men * ?" 

On a certain occafion, whilft JtTus inculcated hu¬ 
mility, John feemed to be convinced of afting un- 
fuitably to his temper} at lead, he defired to know, 
whether his condiuft had been confident. He ob- 
ferved, that he and fome otiur of the difciples had 
feen a perfon cading out devils in the name of Chrid, 
and forbidden him to profecure that fervicc, merely 
becaufe he belonged not to their company-f-. This, 
evidently, betrayed a narrownefs and bigotry of mind, 
and, as it deferved, met w-ith a reproof. 'I'he admo¬ 
nition, which was now delivered, teaches us, that thoJe, 
who profefs a real regard to, and dependence on, the 
Saviour, and who promote liis caufe, ought not to be 
radily cenfured or difeouraged, thougli they aflbeiate 
not with us, and though in fome relpefts they differ 
from our fentiments. Alas! there are fc»v, who pofftTs 
that extenfivc liberality, which our religion calls for. 
Are we not all prone to condemn fuch, as accord not cx- 
ailly with our fyffem, and comply not with our forms, 
even where wc are forced to acknowledge, that they 

• } Cor. iii. 21, t .Mar. 3 x. l.ukc ix. 4^, 5^. 
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obey the lame Mafter, and exert thcmfclvcs for the 
fubverfion of Satan’s kingdom ? 

Upon our Lord’s journey to Jerufalcm, certain Sa¬ 
maritans refufed to entertain him, through their hatred 
of the jewilh nation*. John and his brother confi- 
dcred this infolcnt treatment as deferving of the fe- 
vereft punilhmeht, and propofed, after the example of 
Llijah, to call down upon the offenders fire from hea¬ 
ven. Doubtlcfs, they afted under the habitual influence 
of love to Chrift and zeal for his name, yet at that time 
they were inftigated by refentment and a warmth of paf- 
fion, which cannot be juftified. Jefus, therefore, lharply 
rebuked their ralhnefs and impetuofity, as inconfiftent 
witii the nature of his religioji and the benevolent objeeffe 
of his miffion. " The Son of man is not come to deftroy 
men’s lives, but to fave them.” And lhall his follow¬ 
ers be furious and vindictive, or purfue their adverfa- 
ries with bitter execrations ? Will any infults or inju¬ 
ries vindicate fuch a temper? Will you plead, under a 
vehemence of this fort, that you arc actuated by a pure 
regard to God and his truth ? Alas! you deceive your- 
fclves: “ ye know not what manner of fpirit ye arc 
of.” Far difterent are the weapons, which you 
fliould ufc in contending againft infidels and heretics. 
“ The wrath of man worketh not the righteoufnefs 
of Godt-” Oftudy the genius of the Gofpel, and 
the tendency of its principles! Is not its main defign 
to promote peace and falvation ? And has not the 
great Founder of your faith exhibited an aftonilhing 

• Luke ix. 51—56. t James i. jo. 
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example of forgivcncfs and kindnels to .enemies ? 

. How, then, does it appear, that you have learned 
Chrift, while you burn with refentment and in¬ 
dignation ? * . 

. The warmth of our Apoftle upon this occafion 
tnuil be aferibed, in paVt at Icaft, to his prejudice 
againft the Samaritans, .whom he had* been taught- to 
hate from his youth.' He had often feen his Mafter 
infulted, and treated with greater contumely by the 
Scribes and Pharifecs; and yet he had never exprefled 
a wifh to call down fire upon them. So great is the 
force of education! Still, it muft be allowed, the fu¬ 
rious propofal, coming from one of fo fweet a dilpo- 
fition as St. John, is perfecHy unaccountable, except 
we acknowledge the corrupt ftatc of human nature, 
even in the regenerate. Thus, alfo, it appears, that 
many of the faints of* God, in certain circumftances 
of temptation, have afted in diredV oppofition to thofe 
habits and tempers, for which they are moft diftin- 
guilhed. When we read of intemperance in Noah, 
anger in Mofes, impatience in Job, cowardice in 
Peter; ftiall we wonder, that fome Iparks of refenc- 
ment remained even in John ? Let us beware for our- 
fclves, and confider by what principles we are in¬ 
fluenced : “ He that trulleth in his own heart, is a 
fool*" 

Wc arc obliged to take notice of another jnftance, 
in which the luflre of this eminent character was ol?- 
feured. When our Lord was travelling to Jenifalem 
for the laft time, and l\ad juft foretold hi^ approaching 

• PfOv. xxviiu iC\ 
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paflion, the ApolUes James and John preferred a pe¬ 
tition, through t!ie mediation of their mother, that 
they might be appointed to the Jiigheft pofts in Ina 
kingdom *. Thi requeft arofe from their carnal no- 
tioris of the Media's credling a temporal dominion, 
atid evidently favoured of an ambitious fpirit. It was 
particularly ftran^c* and prepofterous, that they Ihould 
lay their Ichcmes for worldly advancement, when in¬ 
formed that their Mafter ^as about to fuffer the ut- 
moft extremity. A reproof was neceflary; and ac¬ 
cordingly the Saviour reprehended them, though witli 
peculiar mildnefs. Ye know not,” faid he, “ what 
ye alk.” Ah! how often do we come under this 
condemnation! Through the prevalence of wrong 
affedHons we afle amifsand God in great mercy 
retiifes to grant our fupplicadons. 

Jef.js enquired of them, Are ye able to drink of 
the cup, chat 1 lhall drink of, and to be baptized with 
the baptifm, that I am baptized with ?” Or in other 
words, “ Can you take part with me in thofe tre¬ 
mendous afflidions, which I am going to endure ?” 
Tin y did not wifli to decline die mod painful fervicej 
but it was probably ignorance and felf-confidcnce, which 
didaicd the reply, “ We are able.” He warned them 
to expeft the fevere conflift, and obferved, that the 
cUfpolal of future honours mull be left to the fovereign 
pleafui-c of God. Agreeably to this'’ prediftion, they 
were lionoured widi a Iharc in their Maftcr's fufFer- 
ings: John with bonds, ftripcs, imprifonment, and 
exile; and James with a Ipeedy martyrdom. 

* Matuxx.'iy—23. Mar. x. 32—40. xviii. 31—34. 
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Chrlftiaps, you perceive from this example, that 
though in the fincerity of your hearts you have rclin- 
quiflied all for the Goal’s fake, you may ftill be 
tempted to entertain improper thoughts and delircs 
through covetoufnefs or ambition. Qan you fo boaft 
of your own ftrength, as fo fuppofe yourfelvcs inca¬ 
pable of being aftuatcd by any carnaf .motives ? Ra¬ 
ther, do you not feel fuch corrupt afFedbons, as cover 
you with confufion, and almoft overwhelm you with 
diftrefs ? This part of our hiftory may afford yoii 
fome relief. We do not vindicate, what is in any 
mcafure oppofite to a holy, I'piritual frame of mind. 
But it may Hill encourage your hope to obfcrve, 
that thofe, who were dear to God and eminent in his 
lei'vice, fometimes betrayed Hrangc inconfiftencic-s. 
let the fubje<ff, liowever, produce real humiliation, and 
excite you to conftant circumipeftion. Being apprized 
of your danger, you Ihould implore affiftance. 

There are thofe, who feem to exult in the failings 
of good men, as if they proved the whole fyftem of 
religion to be a cheat and delufion. But how unfair, 
ns well as impious, is fuch a conduft! We allow, that 
even the Apoltles felt fome degree of prejudice, am¬ 
bition, and refentment: but does this conceflion de- 
trait from the general excellence of their character ? 
On the contrary, docs not true candour requii c us to 
fay, that they have evinced their integrity, by declaring 
their own defeits ? 

Will you maintain, that, becaufe the faints of God 
are not perfeit, you, who rcfolutely perfevere in the 
praicicc of fin, arc as fafe as they? Is there not an 
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cllcntial difference ? Their habitual aim ancj delight is 
to do the will of God; your’s, to gratify your cor¬ 
rupt nature, in oppofition to Him. Tlicy are hum¬ 
bled and grieved for their feilurcs in duty; you jufti- 
fy a continual ,fyftem of tranf^eflion, and imitate 
them only in thofe things, * which they deeply lament, 
and confidcr ae’ a dilgracc <0 theif profcfiion. How 
totally diflimilar! The comparifon cannot flatter your 
pride: it fhews the odioufnefs of your prevailing tem¬ 
per, and the danger, to which your fouls are expofed. 

Jclus reproved the improper dcfires of his beloved 
difciple, but did not withdraw his kindncfs. John 
ftill remained his confUnt attendant, and mofl inii- 
jnatc friend. He was lent in company with Peter to 
prepare the palTover*: and during the lafl folemn 
celebration of that feftival, it is remarked, that John 
leaned on the bofom of his dear Lord; ^at is, accord¬ 
ing to their poflure at table, he fat the ncareft f. In 
that place, which was granted him as a token of 
peculiar affedtion, he could propofe queftions, unper- 
ceived by the reft: and accordingly, having afkcd, 
who was the traitor, he firft received* the intimation, 
that Judas was the man. 

St. John was admitted into the garden of Gethfe- 
ipane, at the rime when the Saviour, retiring for fecret 
jjvayer, endured his tremendous agony if. There allb, 
like Peter and James, this favoured Apoftlc betrayed 
A very finflil remiflhcls, and fpent in Deep the precious 

moments, which qught to have been improved in 

✓ 

holy watchfuJnef's and fervent devotion. It is acknow- 

* Liil;c xxii. 8. t *3—26. J Matt. xxvi. jA—46. 
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ledged, too, that, when hU Lord was apprehended, he, 
as well as the other dtfciples, forfook him and fled, in 
violation of the moft folemn promifes *. Yet, being 
foon recovered from his fears, he followed him to the 
place of trial, and flood there a fjlent witnefs of the 
contempt and cruelty, with which he was treated. 

When Jcfus was nailed to the crbfs, expofcd to all 
the infulcs and outrage of the people, John had the 
fortitude to continue by him, even to the laft, and, 
probably, was the only Apoflie, who did fo f. His 
conftancy and fidelity were well compenfated. His 
dying Mafler looked on him and gave him a fignal 
token of regard. He requefted his dear mother to 
confider this beloved difciple her own fon, and 
commended her alfo, in her difconfolate flare, to the 
care of John. There is at all times, a claim in wrctch- 
ednefs 10 proteftion and relief. But the piefcnt was a 
peculiar afflidlion, exciting peculiar fympathies. The 
parent of the holy luffcrer, in thole moments, when every 
bequefl is facred, was committed to the Apoflie, as a 
mother claiming his fupport. He acknowledged the 
obligation and the truft, received her to his houfc, 
and treated her with all filial tendernefs and re- 
fpeft. Shall not we, likewife, learn to maintain a 
firm attachment to die Saviour, be mindful of his fo¬ 
lemn injunfdons, and cfleem ourielves honoured in 
fulfilling them ? Though we can Ihew no perfonaj 
kindnels to him or his parent, yet he,has conflicted 
the poor as his reprefentative^ and intrufled tiicn^ 


Matt. xxvi. 56. 


f Jolm xix. z 6 , 27. 
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to US. Let none of his people rcflife or ncgleft the 
charge. 

When Chrift was rilcn from the dead, our Apoftle, 
accompanied by Peter, ran with eager hafte to examine 
the fepulchre, upon the report of Mary Magdalene. It 
fhould feem, that from his view of the place, and of 
the orderly difpohtion of the* burial clothes, he was 
the firft who believed the important faft of the refur- 
reilion *. On the evening of the fame day, he was 
one of the aflembly, to whom Jefus appeared: but, 
probably, he was not favoured with any feparate vi- 
fion of him; nor could that be needful, if, as we fup- 
pofe, his faith was fufficiently confirmed. When 
fifhing with certain difciples on the fea of Tiberias, 
he firft recollefted the perfon of his Lord, who called 
to them from the fliore f. ^ remarkable interview 
enfued, at the clofe of which we are ftruck with one 
circumftance, which evinced his humility, love, and 
zeal. When Peter received an injunftion to attend 
the Saviour, John waited not for any fuch exprefs 
direftion, but inftantly rofe up, as if eager to Ihew 
his attachment, and with filent mecknefs followed 
Let us examine, whether we poflefs a rcadinefs of this 
kind, to go after Chrift, wherever he fhall lead the 
way. When he is plealM to intimate his will, are 
there no hefitations, no delays, or mifgivings ? Our 
cotiduft, more than our profefllons, ftiould declare 
our defire to enter on his fervicc. 

The curiofity of rf^cter, refpeftlng John’s future 

• John XX, 1 —10. Sc5 Weft on the Refurreflion. f John xxi« 
T> &c. X See Douclr, Expof. voU ii« Sc&* lot. 
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del^ination, was immediately checked by that fingu- 
lar reply; ** If I will, that he tarry tiU I come, what 
is that to thee?” It was concluded from this exprcf- 
fion, that the Apoftle (hould not die’: but the opinion 
arofe from a miftaken intcrpret^iuon. It feemed, 
however, to be impliedf, that he was defigned to be 
ipared in the Church,'till the coming of Chrift for 
the deftruflion of Jerufalcm. The event, at leaft, was 
fuch: he was one of thoie, who did not tafte of death, 
till the kingdom of God, in that awful difpenfacion, 
was accomplilhcd •. Wliatever changes may await 
us, let us leave ourfclves and all our concerns to our 
Lord’s dilpoial. Only let us follow him without re- 
ferve, as did this man of God, and endeavour to em¬ 
ploy our time ufefully and honourably, whether a 
longer or a fhortcr fpacc may yet remain. 

After the afccnfion of Chrift, St. John appeared 
more confpicuous, and, probably, Ihone with greater 
fplendour, than before. He is deferibed, as conti¬ 
nuing in holy fcllowfhip with his brethren, refolutely 
adhering to the caufc of his Maftcr, amidft formidable 
dangers, boldly and vigoroufly purfuing the grand ob- 
jedls of his facred fundlion. On the day of Pentecoft, 
he, together with the other Apoftles, received the mi- 
raculoiB efiufion of the Spirit, and was employed in 
gathering in the remarkable harveft, when three thou- 
fand fouls were converod. He is exliibited to our 
notice, as the companion of St. Peter in many of his 
labours and perfecutions. Thpy two were going up 
to worfliip at the tcrr-ple, when the lame man atti aflcd 

their 
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their benevolent regard, and experienced their power 
of healing*. They were preaching to the people, 
when the priefts and rulers apprehended them, and 
call them into prilbn f. With undaunted courage 
they flood together before the council, defpifed their 
threatenings, and exprefled a'hrm determination to 
obey God rather than men.” .Again they were thruft 
into a dungeon, and refeued by an Angel Being 
fcouiged and menaced, they rejoiced in the honour, to 
which they were called, “ and daily in the temple, and 
in every houfe they ccafcd not to teach and preach 
Jefus ChrilL” 

St. John, likewife, was commiflioned as the aflb- 
ciatc of Peter, to go down from Jerufalem to confirm 
the young converts in Samaria §. There they im¬ 
parted fpiricual gifts, and declared the tidings of peace 
and falvation through the Redeemer’s name, in many 
towns and villages. The chief refidence of our 
ApolUc was at Jerufalem, where St. Paul diftinguifhed 
him as one of the main pillars of the church |[. But 
after fome time he removed to Ephefus, and thence 
took his circuits for the promulgation of the Gofpcl 
in Afia, “ labouring in word arid doflrine,” and efta- 
blilhing many Chriftian focictics At length, when 
the Roman Emperor Domirian raifed a violent perfe- 
cution, it is faid that John was fern to Rome, that he 
might be put to death, and, being plunged into a cal¬ 
dron of boiling oil, came out imhurt. Whether or 
no that tradition be well founded, he was banilhed to 

• Afts ill. I, ic. t'v.i.R'C. tv.i7 ,&c. §vm.i4—2J. 

U Gall. ii. 9. J See Cave’* Lives of the ApolUes. 
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Patmos, a Ttnall ifland in the Egean iea> condemned^ 
as he himfclf affirms, “ for the word of God, and for 
the tcftiraony of Jefus Chrift In that dreary fitua- 

tion he continued for nearly two years, ’and then, upon 
' Domitian's deceafe, returned to his clyirge at Ephefus, 
where he long remained i bleffing to the church, a 
foiihful wimefs and ftrenuous advocate for the truth of 
the Gofpcl. 

It is recorded, that at a very advanced age, being 
unable to walk or preacli, he was conftantly carried 
to the public aflemblies, and there exhorted the peo¬ 
ple by chat ffiort fentcncc, fo cxprefllve of his general 
fpiric, ** My little children, let us love one another.” 
At laft, though in his life he had fuffered feverer ago¬ 
nies chan che pains of martyrdom, he died in peace, 
having been wonderfully preferved from violence, for 
che benefit of others, till he had attained almofe a hun¬ 
dred years. 

Let us admire and pralfe che grace of God, exhibited 
in this eminent Apoftle, and confider our obligations 
to imitate his example. There arc thofe, perhaps, who 
plead, that they are not called to the fame high 
funftion. But do you, therefore, juftify your carnal' 
afFeftions and purfuits ? Or do you think it allowable, 
in a private licuation, to be proud, felBlh, indolent, 
and revengeful ? If you profefs Chriftianity, you ought 
to be followers of St, John, fo far as to manifeft fimi- 
lar difpoficions. In your place, and according to your 
meafure, you fhould be kind and gentle, bold and 
aflive, faithful and perfev ering in the fervicc of Chrift. 

• Rev- u 9. 
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But if the corrupt defires of the flefh predominate in 
your minds, if you love the world and the things 
of the world, if you are afliamed of, or averfe to, 
the exercifcs of devotion, your pretences to religion 
aie vain. 

f 

Our Apoftle lived to letf the Gofpel propagated to 
a large extent’,, yea, through the greater part of the 
known world. But he beheld, alfo, the corruption, 
as well as the increalc, of the Chriftian Clturch. 
Many pernicious errors were, even in that early age, 
broached and difleminated, relating to the perfon of 
tlie Redeemer: among other falfe dodrines, that was 
the chief, which denied his Divinity. An opinion fo 
dangerous could not but excite the notice and grief 
of this venerable preacher of the faith: and accord¬ 
ingly, in the. ardour of his love to God and men, 
he fet himfclf to oppofe it with firmnefs. " This,”^ 
faid he, is that fpirit of Antichrift, whereof you 
have heard, cliat it fhould come, and even now already 
is it in the world Ought we not to lament, that 
ancient hercfics are revived in die prefent day, and 
threaten to deluge our land ? Or lhall we be indiffer¬ 
ent about the conlcqucncc ? Is it of qo importance, in 
wliac light the Saviour is regarded? Whether he be 
worlhipped and adored as God over all, or degraded 
into a mere man like ourfelvcs ? Where is our fidelity, 
where our zeal for the truth ? 

* 1 John Iv. 3. S«e Dr. Horlley’s Charge and Letters, in 
which it is proved, that St. John’s afTerdons were exprcfsly levelled 
againd thofe who denied the Deity of Chrift, as well as againft 
them, who allowed not his humanity. 


We 



ST. JOHN* 321 

We bicfs God for die writings of* the Apoftle, 
which will enable us to refift and confute the erro¬ 
neous and deftru(5tive repreftntations of pcrverlc and 
ungodly men. He was honoured in being employed 
as one of the facred authors of the New Tcftament; 
and, while we confels that “ all feripture is given 
by infpiration of God,’,’ and claims’our regard, we 
perceive a peculiar fwectnels, fpirituality, and fubli* 
mity in Sc. John’s compofidons. Probably for the 
clear and comprehenfive revelations, with which he 
was favoured, the profound myfteries, which he has 
delivered, and the heavenly manner, in which he has 
treated them, he has been called the Divine. 

His Gofpel was publiflicd after all the others, not 
only for the purpofe of recording many things, whicli 
they had omitted, but with an efpecial view to oppofc 
the herefies of the Gnoftics, and to affert the God¬ 
head of Chrlft. He introduces die hiftory with an 
elevated preface, in which he has explicitly declared 
the excellency and Deity of his Mafter; and he re¬ 
lates many of thofe wonderful difeourfes, which prove 
and difpfay the fupreme perfections of Jefus. He 
bears a decided teftimony, even towards the clofe of 
life, not only that the Word, which was made flefii, 
originally was with God and W'as God, but alfo that 
he himfelf ** beheld his glory,” and “ received of his 
fulnefs*.” Let us pray for more enlarged concep¬ 
tions of “die great myftcry of godlinefsj” and, as 
we advance in the knowledge and fove of Chrift, th,ef# 

• joho L I—16. 

Vot. IV. Y authentic 
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authefttic memorials will become more and more pre¬ 
cious in our eftimaiion. 

The Epiftles of St. John difeover the diftlnguifliing 
part of hts character. Mi^ not every reader acknow- 
^dge,' that the iofpired author breached nodiing but 
I«>vc ? Arid is not this allowed to be the peculiar badge 
of our profeflion? Yet alas!- we lament that contraiy 
cfilpofitions prevail in tl\e Chriflian world. What 
confijfion is produced among us by envy, ftrife, and 
revenge ? We would, therefore, enforce the exhorta¬ 
tions of the Apoftle : ** Beloved, let us love one an- 
odicr: for love is of God j and every one that loveth 
is born of God and knoweth God: He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God; for God is love Accord¬ 
ing to this dicifion, but few have attained the right 
knowledge of the Gofpel, ancj thofe, who have made 
the greateft progrefs, have yet much more to learn. 

The fublime and myftcrfoos book of the Revela¬ 
tions was written by St. John during h|s banilhment 
in the ille of Patmos, The Lord God vouchfafed to 
favour him with fingular vifions and difeoveries, and 
to place him, as it were, on the verge of heaven, when 
excluded from human focicty. The counfels of Jclio- 
vah, refpcAing future ages, ewerc declared to him : 
and theft he has ftithfbUy recorded. Here, then, 
is exhibited a fcrres of prophecy, which unfolds 
the grand fchemes of Providence, even to the end 
of the world. May we read and contemplate with 
]>oiy reverence and admiration! 


• I John iv, 7, 8. 


The 
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The glories of the celcftial ftate were, in fome 
mcafure, difclolcd to the Apoftle’s view. He faw the 
throne of God, and heard the high praifo of the Re¬ 
deemer, which are continually ehanted by innumerable 
myriads of faints and Angels; No oriicr part of the 
Bible contains fuch cxalte'd defcriptions of God and 
his kingdom, as this infpired book. 'E)o they not ex¬ 
cite wonder, love, and joy? Should we not exult in 
the profpcft of that felicity, which is hfcre brought be¬ 
fore us? Or, can we be content with that poor, fordid 
fatisfadlon, which the earth affords ? Rather, arc we 
not wearied and difguffed with its beff pofleffions? 
And do we hot long to join “ the glorious com¬ 
pany of tlie Apoftles,” who are now admitted into 
the beatific prefcncc of Gotl ? We dare not fay, who 
out of this number is accounted firft in dignity: but 
we prefume, that He, who by way of eminence was 
ftyled “ the difdple whom Jefus loved,” is placed 

near to his adorable Lord. 

However bright were the views of St. John in this 
life, yet they were comparatively faint and obfeure. 
He faw " through a glafs darkly;” but now he fees 
“ face to face Now lie is favoured with clearer 
and laiger difeoveries of the glory of Goil and the myf- 
tery of redemption: and now he better underftands the 
excellency of” the holy Jcrufalcm,” in which is ” the 
throne of God and of the Lamb f.” That exalted ftate 
is prepared, not for tlie Apoftles only, but, as we truft, 
for many among ourfclves. Do you afpirc to that high 
honour ? You muft poflefs a meemefs for it: you muft 

* t Cor.xiii. II. + Rev, xxii. 3. 
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l>ave the feal of God m your foreheads; you mufl 
wafh your robes, and make them white in the blood 
of the Lamb *. Like St. John, cultivate an inter- 
courle with Jefus, and apply for frelh conimunic:i- 
tions out ** of his fulnefs,” even giace for gracr: t. ' 
Be willing to labour and to fuffer for him, till yoi.' 
finifh your couffe on earth,‘and then you fhall flionly 
join with Proplwts and Apoftics in that elevated long, 
** Bleffing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
Him that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever J.” Amen. 

• Rev. vii. 3, *4. + John i. 16. J Rev. v. 13. 
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llerod JntipaSy his rank and cbara^tr-^is inttfiams 
ynarriage-^imprifwtd ’John Baptijl^yet rPvered him 
•^heard him gladly-^and made a partial rrformaticn— 
v>as rejlrained from dejlroying him^ through fear of the 
people - at length beheaded him—vjos afraid of hh be¬ 
ing raifed from the dead—threatened JeJus-^examined 
and infulted him—died in exile. 

Human nanirc will be found the fame, under all 
the variety of circumftanccs, in which it can be 
placed. If, therefore, we compare paft and prelcnt 
times, or take a view of different fituaiions in life, we 
may expe£l that fimilar charafters will occur to our 
obfervation. But, while we remark, in what refpefts 
others have failed, or by what temptations they have 
been overcome, may we be warned from their ex¬ 
amples, and avoid thofe fnares, which have already 
proved fo fatal 1 

One of exalted rank b now introduced to our no¬ 
tice; yet, poflibiy, a near reftmblance of him may be 
ttaced in perfons of a lower condition. It is Herod, 
furnamed Antipas, of whom certain particulars arc 
rented by the Evangelifts. IJe was the fon of that 

y d Uerod* 
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Herodj called the Great, who fought the dcftniftion 

of the infant Saviour, and maffacred the children at 

Bcthlfheni. This man pofiefled only a part of his. 

father's dominions, over •which he prcfided merely as 

the vicegerent of. the Roman Emperor, with the title 

of Tetrarch or King of Galilee. Hiftorians arc agreed, 

• « 

that he was a ‘prince of Iteentious and abandoned 
cor^uft, of which, indeed, fufficient proofs are given. 
We fhAll confine ourfclvcs to thofc circunjftanccs, 
which the fcripturcs liavc recorded: and, agreeably 
to this Ihort account, he will appear to have oppofed 
the moft folcmn warnings and ftrong convidtions, 
and lacrificed every principle to the gratification of his 
luft. May we be aware of our own danger, and learn 
to reftrain thofc fcnfual dcfires, “ which war againft 
the foul!” , 

1 lerod had divorced his own wife, and joined him- 
felf to another by an adulterous and incefluous con-> 
neftion; he had married the wife of his brother 
Philip, after having bafely feduced her from her huf- 
band. This led to various enormities, and produced 
complicated troubles. John the Baptift, being fent 
for to Herod’s court, probably from motives of curiofity, 
perceived, and dared not to connive at, the finful prac¬ 
tices of the king. The preacher fought not his favour, 
and feared not his difpleafure. As a bold advocate for 
God, not f* having refpeft to perfons,” he brought 
a heavy charge of guilt againft the royal hearer, and 
reprehended hirh with fidelity and plainncfs, for all 
the evils which he had donc^.” This was not a ge- 

• Matt. xiv. 3—j. Mar. vi. 17—20. Luke iii. 19, 2o. 

neral 
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nenl inveflive agalnft his immoralities: a particular 
application was made to his confcience> for the con¬ 
tinued commifllon of adultery and incefl. John de¬ 
clared his connection with Herodias *w be highly cri- 

4 

minal, and called upon him to puf away the w6man> 
with whom the laws both of Qod and man forbad 
him to cohabit. 

What was the effeCt of this honeft addrefs? Alas! 
reproofs are fcldom well received. Do not moft pcr- 
fons rile with anger agairdt him, who is fo much their 
friend as to cell them of their faults? What, then, 
could be expected from an imperious and licentious 
prince ? There are few, who dare to rebuke fin In 
a palace: It is the unhappy prerogative of dignity, 
to be confidered as above control. Thofe, who puf¬ 
fers an exalted ftation^ are apt to fpurn with indigna¬ 
tion at any reltraint, which an inferior, and efpeci- 
ally a preacher, may attempt to impofe. But relent- 
ment, on fuch occafions, is not confined to kings: we 
perceive that many in lower life are incapable of bear¬ 
ing any lharp reprehenfion. Have we not been dif* 
pleafed with the faithful admonitions of a companion 
or minifter ? Have we not defired to hear no more of 
fuch unpleafant fubjeCls, and, inftead of proHdng by 
the ferious counfel, meditated revenge againft its aur 
thor? But, furely, we are our own enemies, when 
we quarrel with thofe, who from pure benevolence 
point out to us all the evils which we have done,” 
and charge us to relinquifh, what we cannot lawr 
fully retain. 

JJerod was enraged, and his officers were immedi- 

y 4 ately 
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ately commifllonjed to bind and imprifbn the Baptift. 
It U remarked, that he .** added yet tliis above all,” as 
if it were the greateft of all his enormities, “ that hp 
fliut up John in 'prlfon.” The pcrfccution of God’s 
fcrvants, for the i^pright and zealous performance of 
their duty, is an offence peculiarly heinous: and He, 
whole caufe they' plead, will avenge the injury. The 
oppcffition, as in the cafe before us, generally arifes from 
the uneafmefs, which fmners feel, upon a bold and un> 
referved reprefentation of their guilt and danger. O 
that their anger were turned againft themfelves, and 
not againft their reprover; that they would endea¬ 
vour, not .to filcncc him, but to reform their own evil 
condud! If Herod had underftood his true happinefs 
or intereft, he would have embraced John as his beft 
friend i and the miniftry of that ^ood man might have 
been continued for a much longer period. 

Yet there were fomc fevourable appearances in 
Herod; and it may fccm a matter of wonder, that 
die ftrong convidions, which he felt, were fo tran- 
fient or inefficacious. HU adulterous queen was 
more incenfed than |ie, and, from the firft, wilhed to 
deftroy the Baptift. Probably, flic apprehended, 
that, through the preacher’s admonitions, Ihe flioul4 
loft her influence, and be diftnifled with difgrace. 

4 ^ 

She, therefore, urged the king not merely to impri- 
fon but to kill him, that they might no longer be 
troubled with his infoknee. To this propofal, how¬ 
ever, ^crod would not yield an immediate compli¬ 
ance: he was r^ftrained by a powerful impreffion 
upon his mind. ** He feared John, knowing that he 

was 
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was a juft man, and an holy.” This circumftsncc 
demands our attention. The Lord God put an ho¬ 
nour upon his faithful fcrvant, and made Jiim relpcfl- 
able in chains, even before the moft enraged enemies. 
Such a pcRver very frequently accompanies eminent 
examples of godlincfs. It keeps in awe, and often 
terrifies, the perfons, who are dilpofed to periccute. 
Herod was ftruck with reverence for the man, whom 
he had caft into a dungeon, and, under the view of 
John’s fmgiilar holinefs, probably perceived his own 
bafenefs, fo as to be diftrefied with painful appre- 
henfions. 

The prifoner, it fhould feem, was not afraid of the 
king. What have thofe to dread, who have the Lord 
Jehovah on their fide? Tlicy poflcfs a never-failing 
fource of confidence ajjd joy, and may, therefore, 
exult in defiance of their moft violent oppofers, 
though racks and tortures be prepared for their de- 
ftnnftion. Be of good courage, you who follow the 
Lamb, and be “ not terrified by your adverfaries,” 
whatever ftrength or authority they may boaft ofi 
They thcmfelvcs, perhaps, may be inwardly difmayed, 
at the very time when they appear moft formidablc- 
That furious prince and perfecutor, “ Saul, was 
afraid rA David, becaufc the Lord was with him 
Only let your enemies perceive in you a confiftent 
and exem[^ry condudt \ and then, however they 
may alRdt to reproach, they cannot really defpife you. 
We may appeal to them, if there is not one or an¬ 
other, whom they difiike for his religion, and yet 


* 1 Sam. xtuL 12. 
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cannot look at without a fccrct awe and terror on 
their minds, “ knowing him to be a juft man and an 
holy.” Ac feme times it appears, that under this 
imprefiion, they would rclinquUh every worldly enjoy¬ 
ment, if they might exchange conditions. O that they 
would yield to their own conviAions, drop their oppo- 
fidon againft thofe, whom in'their confcicnccs they be- 
lieve to be the obje^ of divine regard, and cordially 
join with them in zealous exertions for the caufc of 
God and his truth! 

Herod was not merely reftrained from violence, by 
a reverence for the Baptift; it Ihould feem, that he 
liftened to his inftruitions, even after his imprilbn- 
ment. Probably he fent for him, as Felix did for 
Paul*, and communed with him.” We conclude, 
alfo, that he paid atcendon tp his do^rine; for it is 
cxprcfsly faid, that he ** obferved him,” and, wlut 
is ftill more remarkable, that he ” Ircard him gladly.” 
On certain occafions, at Icaft, his afFcddons were 
much moved: he could not but commend and ad¬ 
mire the lionefty of the preacher, and perlups would 
have Ihcwn no refentment, if one particular fubjefk hatj 
been avoided. 

Some may enquire. How can perfons, of fuch a 
charadter as Herod, receive any* pleafure from tlic 
plain and faithful declaradons of God’s word ? PofTibly, 
die fpeakcr may be approved; his abiliues, addrefs, 
or clocudon may excite nodee and applaufo, even 
where the principles he maintains, and the pra6dcal 
exhortations he delivers, are not regarded. Tlie 


f Acts s6« 
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novelty, importance, and fublimity of the things 
chiefly infiftcd on, may feem for a time to entertain 
and infereft the hearers, who may, therefore, be in¬ 
duced to take great pains in frequenting the divine or¬ 
dinances. This may be the cafe, where no fpiritual 
afle&ions are exercifed, where the grand peculiarities of 
the Gofpel are not underftood, and no effectual applica¬ 
tion made to the confcience. O beware of refting in 
fuch a fuperficial attendance! Think it not enough 
to diftinguilh truth from error, or to difcover a fer¬ 
vour of zeal for right doftrincs: be not farisfled in 
feeling admiration and delight, while the awful myfre- 
rics of redemption are exhibited, and ** good tidings 
of great joy” are announced. If you experience no 
godly forrow for fin, no warm attachment to the Sa¬ 
viour, no renovation ^f heart by tl\e Sprit i tlic fer- 
mons, wluch you hear, may afford you entertainment, 
but will not promote your falvation. 

This is indeed a tremendous cafe; and yet it has 
frequendy occurred. Of fuch auditors the Lord God 
thus warned the prophet Ezekiel: Lo, thou art 
unto them as a very lovely fong of one that hath a 
pleafant voice, and can play well on an infirument: 
for they hear thy words, but they do them not 
Many of like defeription attended on the Saviour. 
Multitudes of men and women exprefled fuch delight 
in Hflening to his doctrine, chat they travelled after 
him with much wearinefs and expenfe: yet many of 
them entirely forfook him j and fome, who had, pro- 
bibly, fung hofanna to his name, foon afterwards crie4 

f ^zck. xxxiu. jZt 
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out with extreme malignity, “ Crucify him, crucify 
him.” John the Baptift had other hearers of this 
fort, bcfides Herod, who, as our Lord teftified, 
“ were willing for a feafon to rejoice in liis light 
At firft, they werq fo ftruck with his folcmn dcclara- 
ri<»ns of the Mefliah’s approach, as to be tranfported 
with wonder and'^by. But, when he boldly reproved 
their iniquitous condufl, and called them to die 
praftice of mortification, they bafely calumniated his 
minifby, and exclaimed, " He hath a devil ■f.” 

Herod, however, advanced farther than merely ex- 
prefling an admiration of the preacher; he was roufed 
to aflion, and attempted a reformation. Convinced 
of the nccelTity of a change, " he did many things," 
relinquifiied many of his evil Iiabics, and applied him- 
felf to the performance of various duties. This ap¬ 
peared promifing indeed. .But Herodias was ftill re- 

tained: he would not renounce his conneftion with 

✓ 

that infamous woman; and thus he betrayed the un- 
foundnefs of his heart. The real convert refts not 
in a partial amendment of lif;: he will abhor and 
forfake one fin as well as another, and yield a fin- 
cere and uniform regard to every known precept. If, 
then, under the awakening influence of the word 
of God, you profels to be penitents, examine faith¬ 
fully whether you are ” new creatures.” Has an 
univerfal renovation been fwoduced? Arc you deter¬ 
mined, by divine grace, to put away all ungodlinefs i 
Have you made no referve ^ Do you plead for no ex¬ 
ception ? Is there not a fin, which eafily befets you," 
• John V. 35. • f Luke vii. 33. 

and 
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and to whichj from your conftlnitlon or ficuation, 
you are moft cxpofed ? Is this, what you are willing 
to abandon ? This is, more than any other, the Hero- 
dias, which muft be divorced: foi^ if the favourite 
paflion ftill retain its afcendcncy, where is your deli¬ 
verance from the love arfd power of iniquity ? 

Perliaps, there is na carnal afic€Hon more enCiar- 
ing, or more generally fatal, than luft. To what 
horrible ravages lias it given rife ? Many have been 
gradually allured by it from one cranlgrenion to an¬ 
other, till they have been led into fuch enormities of 
conduct, as they once thought tliemfclves incapabh^ 
of committing. What will not men laciifice to tin: 
gratification of their libidinous dcfires ? They will 
dlfregard their intereft, health, and reputation, violate 
the ftrongefi tics and ^engagements, tlelpife every ad¬ 
monition, oppofe their own convidlions, and, even 
while they feel the worth of their immortal fouls, ob- 
ftinately plunge into final perdition. What a griev¬ 
ous infatuation is this! Herod is but one, out of thou- 
fands, who will have to lament for ever a fond attach¬ 
ment to a fiiamelels woman. How juft is that delcrip- 
tion of the adulterefs: ** She hath call down many 
wounded} yea, many ftrong men have been flain'b/ 
her. Her houfe* is the way to hell, going down to 
the chambers of death 

Let us mark die event with the king of Galilee. 
Highly as he reverenced the Baptift, he was at lengtli 
perfuaded to conlent to his deadv probably through 
the importunate cotreades of Henodjas. Yet, for a 

• frov. vii. t 6 , . 
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dme, he was prevented from proceeding to any adl 
of .violence. ** He feared the people,” who univer- 
fally regarded John as a prophet, and might have 
raifed a general Icdition, to avenge his murder; What? 
did he not fear to wound his own confcicncc, to Ihcd 
innocent blood, provoke the’fierce anger of the Lord, 
and defiroy his'•precious foul? No: but he dreaded 
the refentment of a mob. A poor motive indeed! 
Yet it is well for fociety, tliat finncrs are, in any way, 
reftrained from cfFefting their purpofes. Frequently, 
when gootl principles fail, fomc mercenary, worldly 
confiderations have a ftrong influence. Thus one 
evil paflion keeps down another i and no perfons, jier- 
haps, feel themfelves at liberty to do all that is in their 
hearts. Were it otherwife, the utmoft confuflon 
would prevail, and, fuch is opr liatrcd of true reli¬ 
gion, the Church itfelf would be foon extirpated. 
How wonderful is the government, which is main¬ 
tained over the human race 1 

After fome time, however, an occafion offered, 
for the accomplifhmcnt of Herodias’s wilh. In an 
hour of temptadon fhe carried her point: the com¬ 
pliant king wa^ induced to give up his objections. 
At a fplcndid banquet, prepared for the celebration 
of his birthday, when the daughter of his queen had 
danced before him and his nobles with great appkufo, 
he declared with an oath, that he would grant her 
fome mark of his fovour, whatever ihe would afk, 
though it were the half of his dominion *. This 
was an infbuice of extreme rafbnefs, and produced 

• Mau* aiv. Mar. vi. 21—28. 
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the moft terrible cffefts. Alas! what can we cx- 
peA from entertunments> which are calculated ta 
inflame and gratify the paflions ? The young wo¬ 
man was perfuaded by her mother to* claim the head 
of John the Baptift, who hatl exqited her refent- 
mcnt. How ftrangc the “propofal! But a vindiftive 
mind will give up every conrideration*,,tbr the fake of 
wreaking its vengeance on an enemy. 

Herod himfelf appeared to be llruck with horror 
at the thought of perpetrating the atrocious deed, and 
yet had not firmnels enough to refift. However 
his confcience might remonftrate, he determined not 
to exafperate Herodias by a vefufal, and argued 
abfurdly, that, unlcfs he complied, he would be de- 
fpifed by his nobility for weakncls and inconftancy. 
He confented, therefore^ to the requeft, though with 
vifiblc reluftance, and inftandy commanded the head 
of the Lord’s prophet to be fevered from the body 
and introduced into the company, as an objeft, pro¬ 
bably, of their profane fport and contemptuous ridi - 
cule. Yet, if we make a right eftimate of things, wc 
lhall be difpofed to envy the condition of the Baprift, 
expiring by the hand of violence, rather than that of 
Herod, exalted upon a dirone of iniquity. 

It Ihould leem^ the king pretended a regard to 
veracity in this bafe tranfafllon: he was unwilling 
to violate his oath. What vile difllmulation was 
this! To avoid the chaigc of perjury, he committed a 
murder of peculiar enormity. No declarations, how¬ 
ever confirmed by an oath, could have bound him 
to aft in direft oppofition to the cleareft commands 

of 
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of God. Ic was hU indifpcnfable duty to depart froiri 
the promife, and repent of the raflincfs, from which it 
proceeded. Probably, the pretext was falfe. Pie per¬ 
petrated the crime, not to Cidsfy his confcicrice, but to 
preierve his credit among the courtiers, to filence the 
importuruce clamours of his queen, and perhaps with a 
view of procuring cafe to himfclfy by removing lb 
troublefome a reprover. 

Here we remark.the ruinous tendency and progrefs 
of fin. The gratification of lull ilTued in murder j 
;md, we fear, ic is no uncommon event. When 
men abandon thcmfclves to the indulgence of theif^ 
lenfual defires, no bounds will be fufficienc to reftrain 
them. They may be hurried from one.bafe aftion 
to another, and be determined to perfevere, even while 
they thcmfelves recoil at every Hep they take. Let 
tis beware of yielding to fnofc folicitatlons, which 
^ill be encouraged by our compliance to increale 
their demands upon us, and may produce the moft 
tremendous confcquenccs. We may be exafperated 
by the rebukes of a felthful monitor, and induced to 
adopt fome violent meaflires i^ainll him. But, 
though we fhould fucceed. in that point. Hill we may 
not be able to fin without reftraint: we may carry 
about with us an inward tormentor, and, like Palhur, 
become a terror to ourlclves *. 

Herod was freed from John’s reproofs, and per- 
fifred in his iniquity; bp|t he a}uld not ferget that 
innocent blood had been Ihed, and under that con¬ 
viction was rcodored inUerablc. Som^ time after¬ 
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Ward, having heard remarkable accounts of Jefus, lie 
was filled with perplexing fears, left this Ihould be the 
very perfon now reftored to life, whom he had be¬ 
headed. Did the opprefibr expe6! the retaliation of 
his cruelty j the murderer, the approach of an avenger ? 
It Ihould feem, the remembrance of the Baptift haunted 
him as a continual accufer. How powerful Is the voice 
of confciencc ? Amidft all the pomps of a palace, it will. 
fpeak, and make the king upon his throne tremble. 
The mind of Herod could not be quieted by all the 
blandifliments of his amorous queen, nor by his own 
libertine principles. He is generally fuppofed to have 
embraced the Sadduccan notion of the foul’s mortalicys 
and to have.difbclieved a refurreclion. But, in the pre- 
fent cafe, he could not aft the infidel: recollefting die 
violence he had comgiicted, he was troubled by the 
apprchenfion of John’s returning to life. Let us 
learn to reverence that monitor, which we feel within 
usj for, if we attend not to its diftates in due fea- 
fon, it may prove a fevere tormentor. 

The uneafinefs of Herod had no good effeft. As 
he afterwards threatened to deftroy Jefus, it is obviou«, 
that he remained an enemy of all rightcournefs." 
Our Lord dtfpifed his menaces, and, in reply calling 
him a Fox, has juftified the conclufion, that the king 
pofTefll'd the fubrfe ^d voracious difpolition of that , 
wild and detefted animal*. It v/as the fame Herod, 
before whom the S'aviour flood arraigned as a criminal, 
juft before his crucifixion -j*. He was glad of the op¬ 
portunity to examine fo remarkable a prifoiierj but !iis 

ft 

* Luke xui. jT, 32. f Luke xxiii. 
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motive was no better than a curious defire of feeing 
fome miracle performed by this worker of wonders. 
He propofed a variety of queftions, to which Jefu» 
returned no anfwtr. Our Lord well knew his cha- 
raiiler, what opportunities of information he had neg- 
iedted, what convidtions he had refilled, and there¬ 
fore refufed to a^ord him apy further inftrudlions. 
This circumftance conveys a folemn admonition. 

“ Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of falvation The gracious offers, 
which are yet made, if contemptuoufly rejedled, may 
never be repeated. 

Unhappy Herod! Had he been properly affcdlcd, 
even then, with a fenfe of his condition; had he pof- 
feffed an honefl, humble, teacliable difpofition, that 
interview with tlie Saviour would have been a blefling 
indeed. But, as tlie cafe flood, it tended only to ag¬ 
gravate his guilt and comlcmnation. He treated the 
J>ord Chrlft with iiifolcnt contempt, as if his pre* 
tenfions to royalty were abfurd in the extreme. He 
“ fet him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed 
him in a gorgeous robe, and fent him again to Pi¬ 
late.” Thofe two unrighteous governors, who- had 
been at variance, were reconciled on that occafion, 
and then, probably, joined their tounfels together, 
in oppofition to the Redeemer. It is not uncommon 
for finners, who are incenfed againft each other, to 
lay afidc their private quarrels ajid party diftinftions, 
that they may unite with greater force againft tire 
Gofpel. O Lord, ** Of a truth againft thy holy 
child jefus, whom thou haft anointed, both Herod 

• 2 Cor. vj. 3. 
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and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people 
of Ifrael, were gathered together 

At laft the judgment of God overtook this proud 
offender. He fuffcicd fuch a total defeat in battle 
from Arctas, kbg of 'Arabia, whofe ■daughter he had 
married and divorced, tliat the Jews tlicmfelves con- 
fidercd it sis tlic effeft of‘divine vengeance upon him, 
for the murder of John the Baptift f. He was af¬ 
terwards driven from his high ftation with difgrace, 
and both he and his adulterous queen died in exile 
at Lyons in Gaul. 

Such was Herod: but now, turning our attention 
to ourfclves.. let us enquire, What is our ovfrn cha- 
rafter ? Will any perfons undertake to juftify the 
licentious conduft, which is here exhibited ? Sinners, 
do you not perceive the tuinous tendency of your evil 
pafflons ? What fmit have you received, or arc you 
likely to receive ? Ts not the faithful fervant of Chlift, 
under all his contempt and perfccution, more truly 
honourable and happy than the king of Galilee ? 
And if we look beyond the prefent feene, how tre¬ 
mendous a profpeft opens upon all thole, ** that 
know not God, and that obey not thc.Gofpcl of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift$!’* O “repent, and turn your- 
felves from all your tranfgrcflionsi fo iniquity Ihall 
not be your ruin §!” “ Behold the Lamb of God, 

which taketh away the fin of the world f.” “ For 
God fo loved the world, tliat he gave his only • 
begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him Ihould 
not perilh, but have cvcilafting life V* 

" Afts iv. 27. + Jofcphus. I 2 Thcfi*. i. 8. ^ lizek. 

xviii. 30. II John i. 39. 4 * 
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SAINT STEPHEN. 

I 

CHAP.* viir. 

Stepherij cbojen a deacon-^his faith and zeal—confounded 
certain dfputants-^rraigned before the Sanhedrim 
« —fjone with a miraculous lujire—entered on his 
defence—mcenfed the council~~faw heaven opened — 
commended his foul to Jefus-^prayed for his mur¬ 
derers—died—was buried and lamented. 

In different ages the Chiircl^ of Chrift has ftruggicd 
with extreme violence of oppoficion. This has tended 
to exhibit the enmity of the Iiuman heart againft true 
religion j but it has, alfo, given occafion to the brighteft 
difplays of the power, love, and faithfulnefs of God in 
adminiftering fuf^ort and comfort to his fuffering peo¬ 
ple. In the mean time, the Gofpel has received abun¬ 
dant confirmation, while many have cheerfully en¬ 
dured contempt >md tortures, and laid down their lives 
in its defence. May every reader be encouraged ** to 
follow the Lamb” through fevereft difficulties, and 
learn from the prcfcnc example to cxcrcilc prudence 
and meeknels, as well as' zeal and courage, in his 
fcrvice! 

We arc now called to contemplate the charaftcr 
of one, who imbibed much of the Saviour’s Ipiric, 

trod 
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trod in his Heps with fmgular firmnels, and, after 
eminent ufefulnefs, obtained, before any others in 
the Chriftian Church, the honourable.crown of mar¬ 
tyrdom. Amongft that illuftrious company, wlio 
have fought and bled in, a glorious' manner, for the 
teftimony of Jefus, none fliincs wijh. greater fplen- 
dour than Saint Stephen. In his dying behaviour, 
cfpecially, we perceive a rich affemblage of graces, 
which we fhould keep in view for our own imi¬ 
tation. 

He is introduced to our notice, as one of the ftf- 
ven firft deacons at Jerufalem. That the Apoftles 
might be relieved from the care of the poor, axid 
give themfclves entirely to the fpiritual duties of their 
funftion, proper perfons were chofen for the regular 
and impartial diftributioN of the public money; though, 
it is prefumed, their attention was not confined 
merely to temporal concerns *. None, doubdefs, 
were invefted with this office, but fuch as were of 
known integrity, piety, and diferetion. The direc¬ 
tion of the Apoftles was, Look ye out from among 
you feven men of hontft report, full of the Holy 
Ghoft and wifdom, whom we may appoint over this 
bufinefe.” Of thjs defeription was Saint Stephen. 
He ftands die foremoft in the lift, and, probably, 
furpalTed the reft in his gifts and attainments. “ They 
chofe Stephen, a man full of faith, and of the Holy 
Ghoft.” 

O how defirable it is, that all the departments in 
tlie Church were occupied by^ perfons of fimilar en* 

* AAs vi. I, &c. 
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dowments! Thofe, who arc not previoufly pof- 
fefled of fpiritual knowledge and experience, in pri¬ 
vate life, are not likely to difeharge any public trull 
with credit ani advantage. Preferment generally 
proves a fnare and a curie to thofe, who do not fm- 
ccrely devote themfelves to* the fervice of God, and 
exert their ahilfties, whatever they may be, for his 
glory: and fuch cafes llamp reproach and infamy 
on our holy profefiion. Let us pray, that God would 
raife up among us faithful witnefles for his truth, 
and open the way for their admifllon to thofe iacred 
fundtions,, for which he is pleafed to qualify them 
by his Spirit, Thus we may hope, that his work 
will be revived, and the general languor, which w'c now 
lament, fucccedcd by real fervour of devotion. 

At the period, to which wc«here refer, we contem- 
l-ilatc the Church in a prolperous ftate. Its minifters 
%vc'rc all diligent and vigorous, and the condudl of its 
various members confiftent and honourable. Accord- 
i:^g!y, as we might expeft, “ the word of God in- 
creafetl; and the number of the difciples multiplied in 
Jerunilcm greatly.” Their external circumftances, 
abb, were favourable. Gamaliel’s advice had Hop¬ 
ped the rage of perfecution for a leafon. But the 
amazing propagation of tlic faith, through the zea¬ 
lous exertions of fome principal characters, again 
excited a furious oppolidon. Such a man as St. 
.Stephen, fo laborious and ufcful in the fervice, could 
not long remain unnoticed by the adverfaries: and 
at him cfpecially, as one Handing in the front of 
tlie battle, their envenomed darts were levelled. 

7 ” Stephen, 
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” Stephen, full of faith and power, did great won¬ 
ders and miracles among die people.” Having felt 
in himfelf the blefiednefs of the Golpel, he could 
the more earneftly recommend it to otliers. He 
preached with peculiar fervour, and confirmed his 
dcilrines by the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, which 
he poflefled. AttempB were, therefore, made to con¬ 
found and filence this zealous advocate for Clirifi. 

Certain perfons, probably^of diftingutlhed abilities' 
and learning, from the different fynagogucs in Jeru- 
falem, attempted to oppofe him by argument: anil he 
was not backward to declare and maintain the truth 
before thefe fubtlc difputants. In this conteft he gained, 
through divine afTiftance, a decided viftory. He fpake 
by a wifdom fuperior to his own, which aftoniflied and 
irrefiftibly overpowcaed his antagonifts. They were 
baffled, and, though not driven from tlie field, obliged 
to change their mode of attack. When realbning fail¬ 
ed, they tried the effeft of flandcrous and malicious 
invcflives. Men, in general, are difpolid to mif- 
reprefent and revile, what they Iiave in vain en¬ 
deavoured to confute. Accufaiions were fought for, 
and perfidious wretches hired to aflert a bafe calumny. 
The minds of the people w'cre inflamed, and even 
the principal perfons of the city engaged in the op- 
pofition. Stephen was apprehended, and'with rage 
and violence dragged before tlie grand council of 
the Sanhedrim. A fheiv of juftice was preferved: 
the prifoncr was put upon his trial, and wicnefics 
called, who declared, ** We have heard him fpealc 
blafphemous words againft Mofes, and againft God.” 

Z 4 In 



344 SCRIPTURE CHARAtTERS. 

In fupport of their accuiation it was alleged, that Ste¬ 
phen had prcdidlcd the deftruition of Jerufalem and 
the temple, and a change of the Mofaic law, through 
the interpofition of that Jefus, whom he preached 
• I'hc charge was falfe: probably, he had not fpoken 
ail that was aflerted, and the* prediction itfelf, in its 
utnioll extent, wii* far removed from blafphemy or 
profanenefs. He might have ufed certain exprefllons 
concerning the vengeance, whic!» the Lord would exe¬ 
cute upon them for their unbelief; and thefe they ma- 
licioufly mifeonftrued and perverted, adding fomewhat 
of their own, and inferring from tlicm more than 
coidd juftly be concluded. In the fame way, the cha¬ 
racters of religious perfons more frequently fuffer by 
oblique infinuations, unfair deductions, and wrong in¬ 
terpretations, than by direCt lic§. We need not be 
furprifed, if, in our defence of the truth, our woixls 
be wilfully miftaken, and our good be evil fpoken 
• of.” We owe it to the over-ruling influence of God's 
providence, wonderfully reftraining the malevolence of 
his enemies, that we are at any time preferved froip 
the poifonous attacks of falfe tongues. If we confidcr, 
how foon our reputation, fubftance, liberty, or life itfelf 
might be taken away, only by fetting up falfe wit- 
nefles,” a? in the cafe of Stephen, we ftiall fee abundant 
rcafon to admire and praife the power and wifdom of 
God, by which he keeps die world in av/e. 

The prilbner Hood at the bar, and, the cliarge 
being brouglit, the eyes of the court were fixed upon 
him. And what did they behold? Were there any 
fjgns of guilt, any terror, or confufion difcoverablq 

W 
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in his countenance ? No: they faw him,, not only 
compofed and undaunted, but filled with lively joy, 
and ihining with a radiant brightnefs, like the lufire 
which appeared in the fece of Mofes, when he came 
down from the mount of God. This was more 
than the natural cfleft of a good confcicnce, of a pure 
zeal for God, or an afiUVance of his’love j though 
thefe will afford fupport and comfort in extreme dan¬ 
gers. Here a miraculous, a divine fplendour was 
diffufed, which was a lingular honour conferred upon 
St. Stephen, and which his enemies ought to have 
acknowledged as an evident token, that God was 
with him. They “ faw his face, as it had been the 
face of an Angel,” majeftic and glorious. Were 
they not, then, fo ftruck with the phenomenon, as to 
defift from the profeewtion, “ left they Ihould be 
found even to fight againft God?” Alas! fuch is 
the blindnefs and obduracy of the human heart, that 
no external evidence will, of itfelf, produce any pro¬ 
per, religious conviftions: not thevifion of an An¬ 
gel from heaven j nor the teftimony of a miferablc 
fpirit, if releafed from its confinement in hell *. 

Accordingly the court, difregarding this uncom¬ 
mon appearance, proceeded in the trial, and the high 
prieft, as prefident of the council, put the prifoner 
upon his defence f. Then Stephen fpake in Kis own 
vindication. Yet perhaps, upon viewing the drain of 
the holy advocate, we may view him as an orator, who 
brought rather tlian repelled an acciifation. More foli- 
citous to fave his audience, than procure his difeharge, 

• Luke xvi. 31 . + Aft* vii. i, &c. 
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he folemnly warned them not to rejedl the gracious 
propofal of God by his faithhil fervants, as many of 
their forefathers had done. We cannot here enlarge 
upon the different parts of this animated addrefs, 
which bears the clcareft marks of profouiid wifdom. 
He endeavoured to fix tfieir attention by giving a 
fhort detail of their hiftory; and, while he Ihewcd 
the various difpenfadons of mercy to their nation, 
the tendency of his difeourfe was to deliver them 
from a blind attachment to their external privileges, 
their boafted forms and ceremonies. He obferved, 
that the Lord had called and bleffed their anceffors, 
before their law was publilhed, or their temple built. 
Yet he exprefled Iiimfelf in fuch terms both of their 
ritual and place of worlhip, as evinced his high ve¬ 
neration for them, and refixcd the charge of blaf- 
phemy, for which he had been arraigned. lie proved, 
that tlie bale fpirit of oppofition to Gotl and his plans, 
which they then difeovered, had appeared at different 
times among their progenitors, and intimated their 
danger of incurring a tremendous condemnation. 

The fermon is not to be confidcred as complete: 
jt is only a part of wliat he feems to have intended, 
if they would have given hiin^a patient hearing. 
But, probably, as he opened his dellgn, they began 
to fheV marks of violent commotion, fo that he 
might perceive, from their countenances, a pur- 
pofe of interrupting his dilcourfe. He endeavoured, 
rliereforc, to draw towards a conclufion, by making 
a warm and pointed application to his audience, 
lie boldly charged tlicm with imitating the perverfe- 

nefs 
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nels of the ancient Ifraelites, obftinately refilling the 
Holy Ghoft, murdering the very Saviour, whom their 
own prophets had foretold, and contempmoufly vio¬ 
lating that law, of which they bo^ed. This was 
more than they could bear: they were cut to the 
heart,” not with godly Yorrow, as the converts on 
the day of Pentecoft *, but with»indignation and 
rage. They could not preferve even an external 
decorum, through the violence of their refentmenti 
** they gnalhcd upon him with their teeth,” like beafts 
of prey, ready to tear and devour him. 

St. Stephen, then, had nothing to expeft, but im¬ 
mediate deftruftion: yet he remained undaunted. 
I'he Lord God conferred upon him a more fignal 
honour, than before. Such abundant confolacions 
were adminiftered to, the poor perfecuted faint, as 
enabled him to be collected in the face of his furious 
enemies, though he feemed to lie at their mercy. The 
glories of the heavenly world were unfolded to his 
view, and he experienced within his enraptured foul 
a large meafure of its bleflTednefs. What a (hiking 
contrail is here exhibited between Him and his adver- 
farics! They felt diabolical tempers, which conftirutc 
a part of infernal mifery: he, polTelfing peace and joy 
unfpeakable, exulted, as if he had been tranflated into 
the immediate prefence of God. Under the full in¬ 
fluence of the Holy Ghoft, he difregarded their rage, 
and looked up v/ith fixed attention, as if he were ap¬ 
pealing to the righteous Judge of all. He faw tlie 
fplendour, which encircles the throne of Godj and 

• Afls ii. 37 . 
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the Sa^^our himfelf (landing at ■ the right hand of the 
divine Majedy, engaged for his defence, and waiting 
to receive him. 

The man of dod, fired with a holy tranfport, and 

✓ 

not attending to his own firuation, declared the de¬ 
lightful vifion. The believer, when favoured with 
heavenly con(bla^‘ns, may frequently be unable to con¬ 
ceal his emotions, and, without confulcing the diiflates 
of worldly prudence, may call upon others to admire 
the greameis of his joy. But it is not probable, that 
linnets will credit fuch accounts, as accord not wills 
their-own experience. Thus the pcrfccutors of St. 
Stephen, fo far from being convinced by his rclarion 
of the wondrous were the more incenfed. Con¬ 
firmed in their former opinion, they concluded that he 
was a blafphemer, who ought ^ot to be permitted to 
live. The council broke up in the utmoft confufion: 
they flopped their ears, that they might not be fhocked 
by his profanenefs, rulhed upon him with furious rage, 
and hurried him out of the ci^, that they might dc- 
ftcoy him by (loning. 

It is remarked, that among thofe, who encouraged 
this violent outrage, was a young man named Saul, 
who ibon afterwards became a principal pillar of the 
Church, and preached the faith, which he then hated 
and oppofed. He gave confenc to Stephen’s deadi, 
and, in eefbimony of approbation, took in charge the 
garments of tliole, who fhed his blood. Do we not 
lament tlicir blind and intemperate zeal ? I'hcy fup- 
pofed, that they were doing God fervice *> and pre- 
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Tended a regard to his law. But, alas! they knew not, 
what were their real principles. O Lord, deliver us 
from fuch grievous dclufion; and, while we profeis to 
contend for thy truth and glory, fulFef us not to be car¬ 
ried away by the tempers of Satan!, 

We turn our eyes fibm the madnefs of the mur¬ 
derers, to contemplate riie conduffc* df the dying iaint. 
With unfliaken courage, with fwect compofure, with 
lively faith, and fervent love, he clofcd his valuable 
life, and left a bright pattern for the admiradon of the 
Church in every fuccceding age. While they huiled 
upon him the inftruments of dcftruflion, he looked up 
in prayer, and commended his foul into the hands of 
the Saviour, whom he beheld in glory. “ Knowing, 
in whom he had believed, and being perfuaded that he 
was able to keep that which he committed unto him 
againfl that day*,” he exclaimed, “ Lordjefus, re¬ 
ceive my fpirit.” 

We remark, to whom his folemn petition was ad- 
drclTcd, and we are at no lofs to coUeft his opinion of 
the divine nature of Chrift. He confidered Wm, evi¬ 
dently, as poflefled of power to preferve the facred 
depofit, then intrufted to him, and as “ the true God,” 
who demands fupreme reverence and worfiiip. Shall 
any prefume to infinuatc, that this eminent faint, " be¬ 
ing full of the Holy Ghoft,” could die in the com- 
miffion of idolatry ? But this horrible pofition mull be 
maintained, if it be not allowed, that Jefus Chrift is 
God, equal with the Fatlier. It is obfervable, that 
Stephen here paid the lame adoration to the Redeemer, 

• 2 Tim. L 
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in delivering up to him the care of his departing foul, 
■which the Redeemer hirolclf offered to the Father, 
when he faid, “ Into thy hands I commend my 
fpirit*’* 

Amidft vollies of ftones, which were caft upon his 
bruifed body, Stephen continued unfhaken in his mind. 
Confident of his own fecurity, he felt the tendereft com- 
paffion for the perfons, who were bringing upon them- 
felves the guilt of innocent blood, and prayed aloud 
upon his bended knees, that their heinous offence 
might not rife up in judgment to their condemnation, 
lie cried, “ Lord, lay not this fin to their charge.” 
How amiable the temper here manifefted 1 What an 
illuftrious difplay of the power of di\fine grace! What 
a ftriking rcfcmblance between the dying conduct of 
this holy martyr, and that of the Wefled Redeemer, who, 
likewiic, in his laft moments, thus interceded for his 
murderers, ** Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they doj*!” 

The wliole of St. Stephen’s deportment proved, 
tliat he was fuperior to all the menaces and cruelties of 
his enemies. When he had offered up his devout fup- 
plications for them, “ he fell afleephe met his dif- 
folution with as much compofurc, as if he were retiring 
from the fatigues of the day, and feeking reft and re- 
frelhment in fieep for his weary body. Such is the 
dole of life to the believer in Jefus. Surely, we are 
conftrained to fay, ” Bleflfcd are the dead, which • die 
in the Lord, from henceforth. Yea, faith the Spirit, 
tliac they may reft from their labours; and their works 

* Luke xxiu. 46 . t xxiii. 34 . 
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do follow them*.”—” Them, alfo, wlhch fleep in 
Jefus, will God bring with him-f.” 

The departure of this illuftrious faint, fo glorioua 
and happy to himfelf, appeared a hedvy lofs to -the 
Church, efpccially in fuch a feafon of ^violent perfecu- 
tion. As a teftimony of die high eftimation, in which 
he was held, “ devout meo carried Stephen to his bu¬ 
rial, and made great lamentation over Iiimj;.’* It is 
not wrong to defire, that ufcful Uves may be fpared, or, 
•when they arc taken away, to grieve for the many in- 
conveniencies, which wc may fiiftain, and the obftruc- 
tion, which may be apprehended, to the work of God. 
But is it tlnis, tliat the enemies of true religion die ? 
I'licir removal is, frequently, an acknowledged blefiing 
to focicty. “ The wicked is driven away in his 
wickednefs;” and, “ when the wicked perilh, there is 
fitoii‘ing§.” 

A ferious review of diis fingular narration will fug¬ 
ged: various inftrueiions. 

I. It will confirm us in the belief of the Gofp.el. 
Among otlier evidences in fupport of our holy faith, 
we may produce the fufFerings of its primitive teachers,' 
as fumilhijig a very ftrong argument. Tliey, furely, 
who had the beft opportunities of examining, were 
perfuaded of its tmt’h and excellency, fmee they cheer¬ 
fully endured the fevereft tortures in its defence. 
Stephen was the firft, who died in the caufej but 
many others foon followed his example. Could they 
be aftuated by interefted views ? Did they conduft 

• Rev. xiv. 13. t • IhefT. iv. J4. t Afts viii. i, t, 
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themfelvcs like impoftors ? The holy martyr, whom 
we here contemplate, plainly found m his laft mo¬ 
ments the reality and blcflfedncfs of that religion,' 
which he fo jx>w?rflilly maintiuned. By the peaceful 
and triumphant; manner of his death, in fuch circum- 
IVanccs of botUly pain, he has left an unqucftionable 
proof, that our' Redeemer hs mighty. Many private 
Chiiftians, likewiie, at the hour of their departure, 
though they fulFer not by the hand of violence, yet 
put it beyond a doubt, by their heavenly tempers and 
lively joys, that their fyftem is not a “ cunningly de- 
vifed fable,** or their faith a vain delufion. O let us 
liften to their teftimony, and be animated by their ex¬ 
ample ! May our laft end be like iheir’s j and, when 
we are clofing our eyes upon every thing below, 
may we be able to fay, “ I ^now that my Redeemer 
liveth!" 

2. It wiU teach us how to meet the fierceft oppofi- 
tion for the truth’s fake. Our obfervations on this 
head may be thought ill-fuitcd to the prefent Rate of 
things. We grant, that the fame violence of perfe- 
cution, which occurred in former times, docs not now 
prevail. We allow the candour of tlie age 5 we are 
thankful for the mild and equitable laws, which pre¬ 
vent or punifh any outrage upon our pcrfbns. But 
there is ftUl ** the ftrife of tongues,” the trial of 
cruel mockings,” which cannot be reftrained: and 
thele have confiderable influence in deterring men 
from a zealous profeflion of religion. Though we are 
not called to martyrdom, it muft be felt as extremely 
painful to be defpifed and cakimniated by thofe, whofe 
friendihip' we arc anxious to preferve. 


We 
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We learn, however, from Stephen’s c^afhple, to 
refift our enemies with prudence and courage. IC 
like him, we would ** put to filcnce the ignorance of 
fbolifti men,” we Ihould be able to* give a confiftent 
account of our faith, and defend our principles. Much 
wifdom, alfo, will be re^uifite, in order to adapt oiir 
difeourfe to the circumllanccs, in w'liich we may be 
placed. Yet let us beware of cowardice, and, while 
we behold Stephen's intrepidity’, determine never to 
defert the caufe of truth, for the fake of conciliating the 
elVeem of its oppofers. What have we to fear, if we 
ferve the Lord Chrift ? 

The prefent hiftory teaches us, likcwife, to unite 
with an immovable firmnefs the exercife of mceknefs 
and love. Stephen complained not of the injurious 
treatment, which he receivetl. Inftead of throwing 
out bitter invedtives, he teftified his rcadinefs to par¬ 
don, by commending his murderers to the mercy and 
forgivenefs of God. By fuch a fingular difplay of for¬ 
bearance and kindnefs, he brought more credit to the 
Gofpel, than he could have done by any other argu¬ 
ments. Have we learnt to fufFer with a fimilar dilpo- 
fition ? Ah ! how much do we dilhonour the caufe of 
Chrift by the peevilhnels of our fpirit, and the keen- 
nefs of our refentnrent againft thofe, who reproach or 
infolt us! Or rather, do we not prove, that we have 
not yet underftood the extent of that holinefs, which 
our religion requires f 

j. It encourages us to expedt fufficient ftrength and 
comfort, under all our perfecutions for righcceulhefs’ 
fake. This primitive martyr ftands as a wimels for 

Vot. IV. A a the 
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the grace and faichfulnds of his divine Mailer, who 
will never abandon or deceive his upright fervants. 
That ancient promife is verified in die cafe of every 
fincere believer i “ As thy days, fo lhall tliy ftrength 
be*.” And will not this fuffice us? If the world 
frown, yet Jefus will fmilc: if they curfc. He will com¬ 
mand a blcffing,' Whatever jnay be taken from us for 
our attachment to him, He will make us abundant 
compenfadon. Though the moil numerous and power¬ 
ful adverlaries declare againil ils, we may exult in de¬ 
pendence on his veracity, and fay, “ The Lord is on 
my fide, I will not fcarf.” 

We need not, we ought not, to ftsggcr at the moil 
terrible appearances of death. We perceive in St. 
Stephen’s countenance, how Jefus can lighten the dark 
valley, .ind, even in that tremendous paflage, fill our 
fouls with peace and joy. wliy ihould we not hope 
to maintain fuch a holy confidence ? This, at leaft, the 
grace of our God can beftow. Indeed, without a vi- 
fion, we are fure of what is beyond die prefent fccne: 
the veil of the heavens is even rent to us, and we con¬ 
template the Saviour, waiting to receive us to manfions 
of eternal blefiedncfs. Let us perfevere in faith and 
patience, and foon ihall the portals be dirown wide 
open for our honourable admiffiofc. " If we fuffer, 
we ihall alio reign with him J.” For dius he addrefles 
every Chrillian foldier, enlifted under his banner, “ Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life 


* Peut. xxxiii 25. 


t 2 Tim. it. 12. 


f Pfal. cxviii. 6. 

^ R«v. ii. 10. 
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We pray, therefore, with our church; 

" Grant, O Lord, that in all our fufFerings here 
upon earth, for the tcftimony of thy^ truth, we may 
fteadfaftly look up to heaven, and by faith behold the 
glory that lhall be revealed; and, bei^g filled with the 
Holy Ghoft, may learn to love and blefs our perfe- 
cutors, by the example df thy firft Martyr Saint Ste¬ 
phen, who prayed for his murderers to thee, O blefled 
Jefus, who ftandeft at the right hand of God to fuc- 
cour all tliofe that fufFer for thee, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen*.” 

* Collet for St. Stephen's day. 
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'SAINT PAUL. 

CHAP. IX. 

SECT. I. 

Pdul, his nlrnSfion and education—a bigoHed Pbari/ee-^ 
ferjecuted the Chureb-^Juddenly flowed by an appear¬ 
ance of Cbriji—brought to acknowledge and fubmit to 
himr—firuck blind-^recovered his fight—baptized by 
Ananias—preached Cbrift-~-ObJervations on bis eon- 
vsrfm, 

E Lord God frequently accompllfhcs his purpofes 
by luch inftruments, as arc drought weak and con¬ 
temptible, and tlius proves, that his caufe is not in¬ 
debted to any human abilities for fupport. But, at 
(bme times and for fpccial purpofes, He is plealed to 
fclecl perfons of admired endowments, whom infidelity 
would gladly have claiTcd amongft its advocates, and 
to render them of extenfive fcrvice to the interefts of 
Chrittianity. Alas! how often do fplendid gifts be¬ 
come a fnarc and a curft, not to the poflcflbrs only, 
but to Ibciety, being employed in defence of erroneous 
and deftniftive princii^es! How different is the cafe, 
when they are confccratcd to the Lord, and devoted to 
the uft of the fanftuary! Then indeed they appear 

truly 
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truly exceJlenr, defervc our higheft efteem, and contri¬ 
bute to the temporal and eternal happinels of men. 

Such reflexions arife from the confideration of the 
character now before us. St. Paul was furnilhed with 
large inteUeXual powers, and ample attainments in li¬ 
terature, which wotiid have done credit to any caufe. 
But it is our province to contemplate the Chriflian, 
rather than the Scholar, and to admire, not fo mucii 
his natural genius and abilities, as “ the exceeding 
grace of God in him.” That grace ftamped a dignity 
and wordi on all his qualiflcacions, and gave them their 
proper direXion and employment. Let us hear Jiis 
own grateful acknowledgment j By the grace of 
God 1 am what I am None ever ihonc with 
greater Lultre than he did, after he had once entered on 
the fervicc erf” Chrift: none feem to have arrived at a 
higher degree of perfeXion, or to luve been honoured 
with more extenfive ulefuinefs in the world. We thank 
God for the amazing efFcXs of his preaching, and efpe- 
cially for his infpircd compofitions, which conltitute a- 
confidcrablc part of tlie New Teftament, and which 
will delcend as an ineflimable blefling to ages yet un¬ 
born. May we all partake of the fame Iplrit, and leam 
from his example and exhortations to yield ourfetves to 
the Saviour with the warmeil aJi'eXions and with unre- 
ferved obedience I 

Saul, for fuch was his name originally, was born at 
Tarfus in Cilicia, and, through peculiar favour granted 
to the natives of chat place, entitled to the freedom and 
privileges of a Roman ciii?en-|-. He (jjrang from 

* t Cor. XV. 10. t AAs xxii. 3, x 8 , ' 

Jcwi(h 
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Jewiih parentSj and boafted that he could trace his 
defcenc from Abraham^ and had conformed to all ri- 
tual injunftionsj “ circumcifed the eighth day, of the 
ftock of Ifrael, df the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of 
the Hebrews *.’* ^ He was taught the common bufuiefs 
of a tent-maker but we cannot on that account 
conclude, that he was confined to any fervile labour, 
or placed ii#>a mean fituation:^. He enjoyed the ad¬ 
vantages of a liberal education; being well inftrufted 
in the learning of the times, and fumifhed with a 
con£derable lhare of reading in the Greek and Latin 
writers. 

Probably at an early ^c, he went to Jerufalcm, to 
acquire the neceflary acquaintance with Jewifh litera*. 
turc, with the principles of his own religion, and the 
moft generally received interpretations of the Old 
Tcftamcnt. For thole purpolcs he was placed under 
the celebrated Doctor, Gamaliel, and, as his pupil, 
“ brought up at his feet.” There he made confidcr- 
able proficiency in his'ftudies, and foon difeovered a 
zealous attachment to all the Mofaic inilitutions. Such 
an attachment might be greatly increafed by the in¬ 
fluence of his tutor: at leaft, he came out from under 
his care a rigid, bigocted Pharifee. He lud an undue 
ftrefs on the obfervance of jewilh ctremoniesj and, as 
he could not bear to hear of their abolition or infufR- 

* 2 Cor. xi. 2*. Phil. ill. j. + Afts xyiii. 3. 

t ftwascuftomary wich the Je-.vs, even the moAopulent, to train 
up thfir children to the knowledge of fome trade, by whieh they 
might be.ablc to earn their fupport in life, if they fhould be re¬ 
duced to difficulties. 

8 


cicncy. 



ST. PAUL. 


3^9 

cicncy, he imbibed, with his 61*11 rudiments, a Ipiric of 
oppofition to the Gofpel. He thought, and it'feemed 
to be a firm and well-grounded conviftion, that it was 
his bounden duty to exert himfelf againft the Chrifti'an 
faith 5 ** that he ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jcfus of Nazaredi*.” 

He afted, as would ^nerally be allowed, fincerely, 
and according to the didlatcs of his confcicnce, while 
he perfecuted, and wilhed, if pofllble, to extirpate, the 
profeflbrs of this new religion. But the plea of fin- 
cericy and confcieflce will not cxcufe him. It was his 
fin, as it is the fin of many, not to be better informed: 
a blamable and corrupt temper of mind prevented him 
from giving the Gofpel a ferious attention and fair ex¬ 
amination. He mull have had many" opportunities of 
being acquainted with, its evidence, during his refi- 
dence at Jerufalem j but he was not dlfpolcd to fee 
the truth of a fyllem, which totally fubverted his proud 
principles; he obftinatcly refilled to admit the light, 
which was oftcred. Hence he became " a blafphemer, 
and a perfecutor, and injurious-}-;" pr.efumptuoufly ut¬ 
tering profane fpecches againft the Lord Chrift, Pet¬ 
ting himfelf in oppofition to all, who called upon lils 
name, and treating them with every fpccies of vio¬ 
lence. He concluded, that he was doing God fer- 
Vlcej a fentiment, that betrayed an extreme blindnefs 
and depravity J. 

^ The facred hiftory firft introduces his name 
upon the death of St. Stephen. When that holy 

• Ails >xvi. 5,9. Gal. i. 14. t > Tim. i. 13. 

I John xTi. t, 3* 
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martyr was ftoncd, Saul, who had probably been pre- 
fent at Stephen’s folemn ftmion, gave his approbation 
and afiiftancc to the perpetration of the horrid murder*. 
He proceeded mlich farther. With a furious and vo¬ 
racious difpofitiorv like a beaft of prey, he purfued 
tlie difeiples of Chrift, that he might tear and devour 
them. He went'^reat Icngchs.indecd, before it pleafed 
God to ftop his mad career. I-Je made havock of 
the Church, entering into every houfe, and haling men 
and women,” paying no deference to fex or age, “ com- 

1 

mitted them to prifon t,” H* confefics, chat he 
imprilbned and beat in every fynagogue them that 
believed I i” that he punilhed them oft in every 
fynagogue, and compelled them to bkfpheme, and, 
being exceedingly mad againft them, pcrfccutcd them 
even unto ftrange cities It U obvious that he 
fought nothing Icfs than their total extirpation. ” He 
breathed out threatenings and flaughtcr \\ ” as if, with 
every breath he drew, he dcnpunced vengeance and 
deftruftion to the popr faipts. He applied for die in- 
pucnce and authority of the high prieft, who probably 
was not backward to countenance and promote his 
plans, that he might carry hjs perfecution even to the 
diftant city of Damafeps. And on this expedition he 
fet out, jn company with others, ^who were com- 
mhnoned to afllll him in his purpofes^ or whom fimilar 
^ry and malice prompted to attend him. 

After fuch an account, can any doubt be enter- 
|ained pf re^ ftate of his mind at that time i 

f yil. fS. viii. I. xxU. to. f vUi. { xxii. 19. 

^ ) xxvi. II. j| ix. 1, 2 . 
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Whatever may be faid of his integrity or good inten¬ 
tions, is it not evident from this defeription, that he 
was then “ in the gall of bictemefs, and in the bond 
of iniquity ?” Shall we not allow his own confenion, 
that he was the chief of finners/'. “ not meet to 
be called an Apoftle, bccaiflc he perfccuted the Church 
of God* ?” The principles, by whrefi he was aftu- 
ated, and the conduct he purfued, were highly ofFcn- 
five to God} fo that we cannot but confider him, in 
that period of his life, as obnoxious to the divine in¬ 
dignation. We grant that he preferved a llrift regu¬ 
larity of manners, that his deportment was moral, in 
the common acceptation of morality, and even blamc- 
lefs before men. He was, alfo, conftant and exad in 
all the oftices of external devotion: but his religion 
was the offspring of pride and ignorance. He ** went 
about to eftablilh his own righteoufnefs,” and main¬ 
tained a confident afflirance of his fafety. Alas! he 
« was alive without the lawf:” he underftood not 
the extenfive and fpiritual demands of God's precepts, 
or the tremendous confequcnce of the leaft deviation 
from duty. He was therefore elated with a conceit of 
his goodnefs j though, at the very time, his obedience 
was not only partial, but wrong throughout. With 
all his fair appearances and high pretenfions, he was 
in the flefh, and the motions of fins, which were by 
the law, did work in his members to bring fbtth fruit 
unto death J.” 

Some have fuppofed, that, on account of his fin-r 
cerity, he poireHed a previous difpofition to receive 

P iTim. i. 15. iCor. XV. 9. 9. ^Roin. vii. 

the 
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the Gofpel. But men of fuch a Pharifaical fpirit, as 
he (hewed, are the moft unwilling to ** fubmit unto 
the righteoufnefs of God.” Others have reprefented 
his ftate and character in fo favourable a light, that no 
ronfiderable change could be neceffary; nay, that he 
deferved the grace, which was afterwards bellowed, as 
a reward for hi's integrity. • How contrary to this 
were his own fentiments! In all his writings, he de- 
feribes his guilt as extremely heinous and ^ravated, 
and fpeaks with aftonilhment of the mercy of God, 
from which he feemed to be farther removed than -any 
other finner: he is always ready to produce his own 
cale as the moft extraordinary inftance of forgivenels, 
extended to an atrocious offender. 

Yet we allow, that his ignorance, diough it forms 
not an excufe, is in Ibme fenfe,a palliation*. Had he 
proceeded the fame lengths in oppofing Chrift, againft 
clear information and ftrorig conviftions, we .appre¬ 
hend, that he would have been given up to a judi¬ 
cial hardnefs, beyond the poflibility of pardon. Let 
none flatter thcmfclvcs, that the ^ant of inftruftion 
will be a fufficient fecurity. The moft awful denun¬ 
ciations are levelled againft thofe, who know not God 
and his trutht* You may be confident of your own 
reftitude, and yet be grievoufly deceived. Even a 
mif^ided confcicnce may. prove deftruSiivc. Though 
you abftain from grols immoralides, and be admired 
for your punftual attention to religious duties, your 
prevailing tempers may be fuch, as to render you 
odious to God. Come, and learn from die example 

* I Tin.!. 13. fiCor.xv.3^ aTheini.S. 
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before us the neceflity of a total renovation. There 
is an univerfal depravity of nature, which requires to 
be fubdued, Y ou muft “ put off the old man, and be 
renewed in the Ipirit of your mind*;*’ and till this be 
effefted, your pretended obedience, is dcccftable, as 
proceeding from corrupt hiotivcs. 

Such a change took place in Saul, when he was 
about the age of twenty-four years, as is generally 
fuppofed, and within two or three after the death of 
Chrift. Young as he was, he had given full proof of 
a decided and bitter oppofition to the Gofpel. He 
had, indeed, been “ feparated from his mother’s 
womb t»'* in the counfels of God: but tlie call was 
long deferred, that the riches of divine grace might be 
more glorioufly exhibited. We arc now to behold the 
Lord Jefus, who had fhewn all long-fufFcring, taking 
to himfclf his great power, in an inftant fubduing the 
fierce enmity of the rebel, and attaching him by the 
ftrongeft ries of affeftion to his own perfon and 
fervicc. 

. Saul had come into the neighbourhood of Damaf- 
cus, with murderous rage againft all the difciples of 
Jefus, and, pofTibly, was anticipating the pleafure he 
fiiould receive in binding and torturing them J- He 
was within view ®f the city, when fuddcnly tlic ap¬ 
pearance of an uncommon bjlghtnefs and glory Ihin- 
ing from heaven, which far exceeded tlic fplcndour 
of the fun, checked his progrefi. This occurred at 
niid-day, which rendered the phenomenon the more 

* E{)h. iv. it, 2j. f Gal. i> t % A£ls ix. 3—22. 

xxii. C^i6. xxri. 
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fingular. Both Saul and his companions were m> 
ftancly (truck to the ground, dazzled and confounded. 
The voice of infukcd majcfty reproved him with pe¬ 
culiar folemnity,'and thus called him to account for 
his injurious conduft; " Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft 
thou me 

It (hould feeniy that not oply was this remarkable 
addrcls diftinftly heard, but fome auguft perfonage 
was exhibited to his view. Saul enquired, “ Who 
art thou, I.,ord?” Probably, Chrift manifefted himfclf 
in human form, encircled with that ludre, which he 
polTefTes in his prefent exaltation, while the an> 
fwer was returned, I am jefus, whom thou perfe¬ 
cuteft: it is hard for thee to kick againft the pricks.” 
As if he had faid, I, who appear before thee with 
fuch marks of elevated dignity, am no other than the 
defpifed Nazarene, againft whom thy rage is ulti¬ 
mately direfted. I confider the infults and oppreflion, 
which my faithful people fuffer, as offered to myfclf. 
But thy furious attempts, in the final event, cannot 
hurt me or fny caufc: thou art only wounding thyfelf. 
Ceafe, then, from thy foolilh and wicked oppofition.” 

Wondciful indeed was the condefeenfion of the 
Lord, in arguing with one fo full of enmity t It was 
amazing forbearance ^d compaffion, that he did 
not ** make bare his holy arm,” deftroy the perfecu- 
tor, and leave him a monument of righteous ven¬ 
geance. But he fpoke in mercy, and yet fpoke effec¬ 
tually. 5 aul inftantly fubmitted with unfeigned con¬ 
trition, and prefumed not to allege any thing in his 
own defence. A fudden conviAlon of his enormous 



ST. PAUL. J65 

guilt, and a fight of the glory of the Redeemer, wliom 
he had fo daringly provoked, almoft overwhelmed 
him with fear and aflonilhment. Perhaps doubting 
whether there could be any hope'for him, yet re- 
folved to try the effect of an humjple application, he 
cried out, Lx)rd, what wilt thou have me to do ?” 
Thus refigning himfelf into the hrfnds of jefus, he 
obtained forgivenefs. He was direfled to go into 
the city for further inftrudlion, and encouraged by an 
afliirance, that he (hould be appointed a minifter of 
the Gofpel with a divine commifilon, under the im¬ 
mediate protedion of Heaven. It was declared, that 
he fhould be the fevoured Inftrumcnt of carrying the 
glad tidings of falvation to Heathen lands, and ex¬ 
tending to many fouls the various blelTings of the re¬ 
demption, that is in Chrift Jefus. 

The vifion being ended, Saul arofe; but the flu- 
pendous luftre, which had Ihone upon him, deprived 
him of fight. His eyes were clofed in darknefs i 
an emblem of the former blindncfs of his foul. Un¬ 
able, therefore, to guide himfirlf, he was conduded 
to Damafefis, where he continued, probably in ex¬ 
treme confufion and diftrefs, for three days without 
beholding any objed or receiving any food. That 
fcafon he empldjred in ferious recolledion and fervent 
prayer, humbly waiting for forther deliverance. The 
Lord gracioufiy remarked the change, and laid of him. 

Behold, he prayeth!" He had, even from his youth, 
repeated forms of devotion j but never before that pe¬ 
riod had his hearr been raifed to heaven with earnell 
fupplication. It plcafes God, in general, to afford 

young 
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young converts opporoinity for the cxcrcife of peni¬ 
tential forrow and importunate cries for mercy, bctorc 
he pours in upon them the clear light and full comforts 
of the Gofpcl. This may be a time of hcavinefs, but 
it furnifties an iifeful and ncceflary preparation of mind; 
and joy at length, will certainly luccecd. 

A difciple at Damafcus was fcnt by exprefs reve¬ 
lation to reftore to Saul his loft fight, and confirm 
him in the Chriftian faith. The coming and defign 
of that meftenger had alfo been intimated to Saul by 
a previous vifion j and this coincidence of circum- 
ftances proved more ovi..lcntIy, that the whole tranf- 
adlion was the mighty woilc of God, and not a delu- 
fion or impofture. Ananias was the perfon com- 
mifiioned to vifit the “ clioftn veflcl;” and by his 
means Saul was inftantly delivered from blindnels, 

I 

filled with die Holy Ghoft, furnilhed with miraculous 
powers, and admitted by baptifm into the Ciiurch 
of Chrift. 

What a change was this! He, who had intended 
to harafs and torment the difciples, joined himfclf to 
them as their friend and brother, and cftccmcd it the 
higheft honour to become a follower and preacher 
of Jefus the Nazarene, whofe name he had treated 
with blafphcmous contempL Having received full 
information both of the &£ts and doftrines of t^e 
Golpel, by direct communications from heaven, he 
** conferred not with flelh and blood confulted not 
the dilates of worldly prudence or carnal inclinations, 
but immediately began to declare and maintain, in the 

• GaJ. I. iS. 
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fy nagfl gtips of Damafcus, what he liad learnt by re¬ 
velation, and proved to the aftonilhment of thofe, 
who had known his former charafter, that Jefus is 
indeed the promifed Saviour. Thurf he “ preached 
the faith, which once he deftroyed and foon ap¬ 
peared to be " a vefiel onto honour, fandtified and 
meet for the Mafter’s uf<; j-.’’ Shall'vJe not “glorify 
God in him “ Blefled be the Lord God, the God 
of Ifracl, who only doeth wondrous things: and blcflcd 
be his glorious name for ever J.” 

The continuance and good efFcifls of thb change 
demonftratc, that it was no fiction, nor the produc¬ 
tion of terror or of fancy, but a real convcrfion, ac- 
complifhed by the immediate interpofiuon of the Lord 
from heaven. From the moment that Saul was fird 
ftruck to the ground, what an aftonilbing difference 
did he raanifeft in his whole fpirit and conduct! 
Where is now the fury of the perfecutor? and what 
is become of all his murderous defigns againft the be¬ 
lievers at Damafeus ? “ The wolf dwells with the 
lamb, and the leopard lies down with the kid,” no 
longer feeking to “ hurt” or “ deftroy Where is 
the tongue of the blafphemer, fo accuftomed to utter 
profane fpecches againft Chrift? The very mention 
of Jefus of Nazarerfi would have provoked his indig¬ 
nation: but no fooner does the Saviour reveal his 
grace and glory, than the fierce adverfary relinquiftics 
all further plans of oppofition, is alhamed of his for¬ 
mer enmity, and alarmed for his future fafety: he 

• ^ 

• Gal. L 23. t * "Tim. ii. 21. J Pfah Ixxii. xij 19. ' 

^ Ifa. xi. 6—9. 
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cries for merejr, acknowledges the divine charadter, 
and dcfires to follow the diredbions, of Jefus. “ O 
X.ord, what I know not, teach thou mej guide me 
into that way,* in which I have fooliflily refufed to 
walki refeue my guilty (bul from deferved wrath, 
and fiiew me what thou roquireft to be done. 1 give 
myfelf to theej. and defire tq lure in cheerful and unre- 
(erved obedience to thy precepts.” Such is the pur¬ 
port of his devout exclamation, “ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ?” This is the language of con- 
verfioni and this clFedl could no more be produced by 
natural caufes, than the fun could be obftrudbed in its 
courfc, or the rivers made to flow backward in their 
channels, without a miraculous interference. 

At the period here,- referred to, as we apprehend, 
the CQTilmandmcnt came, fin revived, and he died 
While his mind was deeply‘impreficd with a convic¬ 
tion of the purity and extent of tire law, he felt witli- 
in himfclf the powerful working of a corrupt nature, 
and faw that as a tranl^efibr, under condemnation, 
he was liable to perilh. The haughty Pharifee, 
therefore, was turned into a weeping . penitent. 
“ Through the law,” he became ** dead to the law f i” 
he gave up all the proud expedbations, which he had 
entertained from his own obedience; and what 
things were gain to him, thole he counted lofs for 
Chrift t.” The ground of his former dependence 
fiuling, he relinquilhed it, and fulrcndered himfclf to 
Jefus, in whom he then crulbed for falvation, and to 
whofe fervice he devoted the whole of his future life. 

* Rom. Uti. 9. f Gal. u. 19. t Phil. tii. 7. 
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Prom that moment h6 continued zealoudy attached 
to die caufe of Chrift> though imder th^ ftrongefl: 
pofllble temptations to defert it, and laboured more 
abundantly than any others. ShalT we not fay with 
devout affedionsi ** This is the Lord’s doing} it is 
marvdlous in our eyes*?" 

But the benefits were not confined to St. Paul 
alone. We arc not told, how his companions were 
afFefttd, who, probably, were equally ignorant or equally 
malevolent with himfelf. For fomc time they remained 
fpcechlefs, under an impreflion of great terror j but we 
know not, that any of them became true converts. 
Yet there were others, for whofe advantage tliis An¬ 
gular incerpofidon was evidently defigned. Many 
faw, confefl*ed, and admired, the change: many were 
convinced of the trut|;i of the Gofpel, and turned to 
the Lord. This new preacher, in his zeal to propa¬ 
gate the faith, travelled from city to city, from 
one kingdom to another, and dioufands, believing 
his teftimony, were added to the Church. No me¬ 
naces or fufFerings from men could deter them from 
entering on the fcrvicc of Chrift; in whom they 
ibund a fulRcient compenfadon, and a never failing 
fourcc of joy. They “ Aione as lights in the world, 
holding forth theVord of life,” and thus proved that 
the ApoAle had not run in vain, neither laboured 
in vain f." 

What Anil We lay to fuCh effedb as thefe.? They 
could not proceed from mere imagination they dc- 
fnonftraft inconteAably, that the Chriftian fyftetn is 


• Pfal. cxviii. 
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not a delufmn or a cheat. Let the dcctaradona dt 
St. Paul be regarded, as -cheT' ought to be, and it 
fnuft be allowed that dur faith is dirine. He affirms^ 
that he received it by the infpiranon of the Altni^tyj 
and not-by huinan reaching *. He preached it with zeal 
and fuccefs, before he had any communication widi 
(he other Apol^: and they all pcifsdtly coincided 
in iheir account both of fa6b and doctrines. Ncrar 
to what fhall we aferibe this cxa£t agreement, if not 
*0 the influence of Heaven ? 

Shall Paul be deemed on impoftor f ? What mo* 
tive could induce him to change his party, and con* 
trtVe fuch a plan of deception ? Did he feek for wealth, 
honour, power, or feniuai gratification? No: al} 
thefe he cheerfully renounced i and, while he patiently- 
endured extreme affliAions, he, proved, at icaft, that 
he finnly believed the Go^L But was he not an anthu- 
flaft? No: the farthcfl from it poflibk. He-betrayed no 
mark of an enthufiaft, except his zeal fhould be jepre* 
rented in that li^c. We oblervc, however, chat it was 
not the blind and furious zeal of a bigot or fanatic, but 
the generous ardour of one who knew the truth, and 
felt the unfpeakable importance, of his commiiSoRc 
Belldes, no ruppoTicion of enthufiafm can ever account 
fqr the fuccefs of his labours, whicH) of idelf^ evincek 
d)at the hand of the X^ord was with him. 

If it be faid, chat, though fincere, he might yet be 
defdved by odiers; we afk, By whom ? By the difei- 

*Gal.i. II. Ac. 

t See this fabjeft eleirly fUted frt Lytiletoti's Obrcmdoiii ob the 
cqaverfion and Apoftlcihip of St. Riul. 
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^Ics of Chrift ? They were hardly perfuaded to credit 
his inc^rity, and the reality of his converfion j nor 
could the change originate from thenfl, with whom he 
had no previous intercourfe. And jt will not> lurcly, 
be alleged, that he wasr impofed on by his former 
affocUtes, who fought h|s life for defarting their caufe. 
The only fair conclufion is, that he was conftituted 
an Apoftle by the Lord Jefus, and that the dodrine 
which he preached is a revelation from heaven. Let 
ns rejoice and give thanks for this interefting event, 
and pray chat the light of the glorious Gofpel of 
Chrift may (bine unto us.” 

We admire the divine perfections as difplaycd in 
St. Paul’s converfion. We cannot but perceive in it 
die fovcrcignty of God, who, without being account¬ 
able to us, ralfes up what inftniments he pleafes for 
his own fervlce and glory. Let us difpute as we 
may, ** H« will have mercy on whom he will have 
mercy It becomes not us to quarrel with his ap¬ 
pointments. ** Who art thou, that repHeft againft 
God-f?” The cafe before us fticws, how feeble is 
the ftrongeft opposition to Him. What can the moft 
furious perfecutors effeCt ? " He that fitteth in the 
heavens ftiall laugh; the Lord lhall have them in 
dcrifion^.” He can fuddenly confound their pur- 
pofes, ftrike terror into their hearts, abate and hum¬ 
ble riiem, and even render diem zealous advocates for 
his truth. ** There is none like unto thee, O Lord; 
nddier are there any works like unco thy works §!” 

The wildom of God, alfo, appears wonderful in 

•Rom. ix. 15. t ao. J Pfal. ki. 4. ^Ixxxvi. 8. 
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fclcdling a perfon of St. Paul’s former charadlcr, 
whom we fhould have thought moft unlikely to be 
employed in the Church of Chrift. On many ac¬ 
counts he muft be allowed to be a defirable and un¬ 
exceptionable wimefs for the Gofpel. Such had been 
his violent prejudice againft it; and, afterwards, fuch 
was his patient fubmifllon to fuffering, fo firm the 
courage, and unwearied the affiduity, which he 
Ihewed in its fupport, that, without confidcring his 
flrong natural abilities, we admire the fuitablenefs of 
his appointment to the miniftry, though he “ was 
before a blafphcmer, a perfccutor, and injurious.” 

In the moft fignal manner, the rich mercy of our 
God and the fufficicncy of his grace in Jefiis Chrift 
arc here exhibited. St. Paul reprefents his own cafe 
as fo remarkable in this view, that it may furnifh 
encouragement to penitents in every age, whatever 
their former charaftcr may have been. He obtained 
forgivenefs for this very purpofe, that none might de- 
fpair. The Saviour, who refeued him, can recover 
you, who have departed the fartheft from God: he can 
fubdue your depravity, fanilify your polluted heart, and 
pardon your numerous and aggravated fins, even your 
fierce oppefition to his Gofpel, and pro&ne blafphcmies 
againft himlelf. O rqoicc in that faithful faying,” 
which is indeed “ wortljy of all acceptation, that 
Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave finners * 
and, like the Apoftle, “ count all things but dung, 
that you may win Chrift, and be fo\md in Him t 

• 1 Tim. 5. tj. f iii 8 , 9 . 
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SE*CT. 2. 

Pauli driven from Dcmajcus and then from Jerufakmy 
fled to ’TarJus-^accotTtpanied Barnabas to Antioch in 
Syruiy and thence to Jerufalem^fent forth with him 
to preach to the Ge}ttiUSi travelled through Cyprus—~ 
ivent to Pergay Antioch in Pijidia, Iconium, Lyjlra, 
Derbe—returned to Antioch in Syria—attended the 
council at ferujalem—reproved Peter—feparated fiom 
Barnabas. 

Religion confiftf not in a fyftcm of merely 
fpeculacive notions: the fentimencs and affeftions, 
which it excites in the heart, produce fuch excellent 

fruits in the lift, as evince its holy nature and divine 
original. Who will not allow, that this was emi¬ 
nently the cafe with St. Paul? We have already 
intimated that the truth of his converfion appeared 
by its effciSb: we muft now appeal to the whole of 
his fubfequent coriluft for the proof of this obferva- 
tion. We lhall perceive him, to the laft moment, 
invariably and zealoufly atticlied to the caufe of 
Chrift, exerting liimfclf not only as a foldier, but as 
a principal leader and commander, in the armies of 
the faithful. We cannot but remark with admira¬ 
tion his activity, courage, fervour, a^d perfeverance : 

B b 3 yet 
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yet at the fame time we mav propofe him as a bright 
pattern of mcckncfs, patience^ contempt of the 
world, purity, and fpirituality of mind. Let it be 
our p^afing employment, to accompany him from 
place to place, and contemplate the important pur- 
pofes, for which he was caKed and ordained to the 
Apoftolic funftiopi. 

The lovers of hiftory may here find enough to 
engage their attention, and excite their wonder. We 
invite them to ftudy the records of the primitive 
Church, which abound with fads mod curious and 
intcrefting, and arc particularly entided to regard, as 
proceeding from the pen of infpiration. Come, and 
fee the great Apodle, by his indefatigable labours, 
planting, watering, enlarging, and proteding many 
Chriftian focieties. Come, and obferve the kingdom 
of Satan fhaken and fubverted,' and upon its ruins the 
kingdom of peace and righteoufnefs eftablifhcd. 

Sc. Paul began, immediately after his converfion, 
to declare the revelations he had received, and to 
preach Chrift in the fynagogues at Damafeus *. 
There he continued for three years, excepting the 
time wliich he fpent in Arabia, whither he retired 
for a feafon, arid where, probably, he was favoured 
with clearer difeoveries of divine truth f. He fhewed 
a particular concern for his unbelieving brethren among 
the Jews, and endeavoured with unremitting zeal to 
recommend the Gofpcl to their acceptance. Did they 
not credit his teftimony? We might have fuppofed, 
that fuch a witnefs would have removed every objec- 

* Mis uc» ^o, &c. t Gali i* 17. 
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tfbn. But aJas I througli the pepvetj^ft of naturtr 
men are difpofed to refiffc eveFj* offiwt for thelf iUva- 
eioR, Inftead of lillenmg to hw arguments and exh^r- 
Cadons, the Jews confpired'agamft'his life, and thm 
exhibited to his view a pi(^ure o£ wlut he himfelf had 
been. A formidable combination was entered into, 
and the governor of tbe city, together with his garrU 
fon, was employed to apprehend him. But their fchcme 
failed; for what could all their counlels and prepay 
radons avail againft the man, whom the Lord of hofts 
defended ? Through a window in a bafket he was let 
down by the wall, and efcaped their hands*.'* 

A. D. Upon that occafion he fled to Jerufalcm, and 
3 *' there fought for the fociety of thofe very difciples, 
whom he had once abhorred and perfccutcd. They, 
however, remembering his former charafter, and not 
having received a fatisfaftory account of his conver- 
fion, were backward to credit his profcffions; dll Bar* 
jiabas interfered and related die important change, 
which had taken place. For a few days he had fre% 
communications with the Clnirch, but was not indebted 
to the moft eminent of the Apoftles for his knowledge 
of the Gofpel f, At Jerufalem he had been known as 
a violent enemy to the Chriftian fakh j and therefore 
it might feem, *hat his teftimony in its fopport would 
there meet with peculiar regard. Yet io proved 
otherwife. 'His zeal for the honour of the Saviour 
foon exeked- the indignadon of his countr/men; and, 

• 2 Cor. xi. 32,33. 

t (lal. i. iS, IQ. V«rhaps to this period of Kis htftory a’« 
(houM refer the uaace, which he mentions. Afli xXii. 17. 
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being again obliged co fly for liis life, lie was condui^ed 
with hafte to Tarfus, his native city. 

Here he obtained a fafe retreat, and proba- 
**’ bly applied kimfelf with diligence to d\e work 
of the miniftry: but what was his fuccefs w? arc 
not informed. Nothing further is recorded of , him 
during the thre{**OF four following years. Bar¬ 
nabas, at length, in great want of his afliftance, 
faund him at Tarfus, and prevailed on him tq go 
to Antioqh, the capital of Syria, where they laboured 
together for the fpace of a year with good efFedt *. 
Our Apoftle, as we inay conclude from his repeated 
vlfits, felt a peculiar attachment to the large and 
llouriibing Church, which was gathered in that place: 
and there the difciples of Jefus firft received the 
honourable appellation of Christians. The name 
was once reproacl1fi.1l: we, flerhaps, glory in it} 
but do we Icrioufly confider, according to this pro- 
feflion, what is our .relation to the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and what the ties which bind us to his perfon, and call 
for an inflexible attachment to his Gofpel ? Are we, 
what the title imports, his followers and fervantt ? 

Paul and his intimate companion, Barnatus, were 
fent from Antioch with certain charitable colledtions 
to the poor faints at Jerulalem, who jvere at tliat time 
diftrefled by famine: and, hwring feithfully executed 
their commifllon, they returned to Antioch, taking witfi 
them John Mark as their aflbeiate and aflUlant f. 

D, At length, thofe holy men, filled with zeal 
for God, went forth to propagate the Chriftian 

t 

* xi. 25, &c. tAQsxii. 25. 
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faith u^n a more extenllve plan. In obedience 
to an cxprcfs revelation from God, they were fet 
apart by the folemn prayers of certain teachers in 
the Church, and a peculiar influence of the Holy 
jGhoft quallHed them, for carrying the glad tidings 
of falvation among the Heathens *, They had pre- 
vioufiy committed themfclves to the.Lord} and, in 
Confequence of their engagements with him, con- 
fulcrcd themfelves at his difpofal. Without hefita- 
tion or rcludlance, therefore, they obeyed the call, 
not declining the moft painful fervices, nor flirink-. 
ing from formidable dangers. They accounted it 
i'ufHcient that the Lord was with them, and had 
alTigncd them their work. Ah! where lhall we now 
find fucli an unfeigned regard to God and his caufe ? 
Do not all feek their own, and not the things which 
are Jefus Chrift’s f ?” * 

They went out, like the Patriarch of old, “ not 
knowing whither they went depending upon their 
Lord for guidance and protefUon. 7 'hc other Apof- 
tles, alfo, were fent forth to evangelize the world j 
but little is told us concerning their labours. Th? 
facred hiftory of the Church, from this period, is 
confined chiefly to the exertions and fufferings qf 
St. Paul} and yet#it does not relate the whole, or 
give us eyen the clofing feene of his life. 

Paul, therefore, and his beloyed Barnabas, fet out 
from Antioch upoq their momentous embafly. Hav- 
ing arrived at Cyprus, a large ifland in the Medi¬ 
terranean lea, they travelled through it, preaching 

* xiii. I, tec, t Pbil. u* zi. 1 Heb. xi. 8. 
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by the way. At Paphos, a principal town, a fingo* 
lar occurrence happened. Sergius Pauhis, the de¬ 
puty or Roman governor of the country, difeovered 
a fevourable difpofition, and exprefied a dcHre t6 
hear the Gofpcl. But Elymas, a noted ma^cian in 
the place, endeavoured to prgudice him againft it, pro¬ 
bably through‘aTear of lofing his own influence and im¬ 
portance. Immediately, however, at the word of 
Paul, this vile oppofer of the faith, who laboured to 
keep others in fpiritual darknefs, was ftruck blind i 
and the ruler, convinced by the miracle, embraced, 
the truth. Many circumftances confpirc to prevent 
the free accefs of fhe minifters of Chfift to perfons 
of high rank. They, whofe intereft or afccndency 
is likely to be fubverted by an admiffion of die Gof- 
pel, may always be expefted to rcfift it: and there¬ 
fore Satan, doubtlcfs, employs his inftruments, if 
pofllble, to exclude religion from courts and palaces. 
But our God, who is mighty, can fuddcnly con¬ 
found the purpofes of his enemies, and render them 
fubfcrvlcnt to his counfels. In due time, through 
the ftrong influence of his Spirit, even kings Ihall 
fall down before him,” and become ** the nurfing- 
fathers" of his Church *. 

From Cyprus, Paul and his Companions went to 
Perga in Pamphyllaj and there they were deferred 
by John Mark, who very dilhonourably declined the 
fervice, and returned to Jerufalem. He did not re¬ 
nounce the faith; but his conduct was highly blam- 
ablc, and produced bad confcqucnces. Ah! wlwc 

* Pfal. Uxu. 11. Ifa. xlix. 23. 
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pam do Imcere perfons feci, ^ on account of fuch 
cafes! Yet, confidcrmg what human nature is, we 
may cjqjeft to fuffer, not only through the apoftafy 
of falfc brethren, but alfo through the imprudence, 
floth, and cowardice of real Chriftians. "We ought to 
mourn for the difcrcdit btought upon our profcnioni 
and yet at the fame time remember,’ <hac ** the foun¬ 
dation of God ftandeth fure 

V 

The zealous preachers, whom we arc here contem¬ 
plating, continued their progrefs. At Antioch in PifiT 
dia, (a different town and far diftant fron^ the Antioch 
before mentioned) they attended the public worihip 
of the Jewifh fynagogue on the fabbath-day. After 
the ufuai fervice, being permitted to addrefs the peo¬ 
ple, Paul arofe and fpake in a moft animated manner, 
declaring and enforcing the grand truths of the Gof- 
pel. To imprefs their minds in favour of his doc¬ 
trine, he began with explaining fome of the divine dif- 
penfations towards their anceftors, particularly in pro- 
mifing the Saviour, and gradually preparing them for 
his reception. He then proceeded to exhibit Jefiis as the 
Chrift, who had been predifted. He reprefented him as 
defpifed and rejefted by the inhabitants of Jenifalem, 
and there moft injurioufly fuffering the death of the croft. 
But he maintained,* that the whole of thefe tranfuftions 
had occurred agreeably to their own feriptures, an^ 
that, according to exprefs prophecies, which they rhem- 
felves acknowledged, Jefus had been raifed from the 
grave, and proved to be the very Saviour, whom they 
profefled to look for. He fblemnly entreated them 

I 
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to confider that full and free redemption, which was 
propol^ to every believer, and warned them, by a 
tremendous denunciation, not to rejeft the gracious 
offer. l.et us Jearn from the Apoftlc’s fermon to be 
thankful for the clear light of the Gofpel, with which 
wc arc fevoured.* ** To us is the word of this iatvar 
tion lent.” But. do we truly underftand its import ? 
or, do we cordially embrace it ? O let us beware, left 
we come under the condemnation of the defpifers, who 
Jhall perilh with aggravated ruin! 

Wliat was the effeift of Paul's addrefs ? Tht; 
generality of the congregation appear not to have 
been properly impreffed: but certain Gentiles, who 
were prclent, requefted tliat they might have an op¬ 
portunity, on the following fabbath, of hearing the 
lame truths enforced. Many of the Jews, alfo, and 
profelytcs to their religion, aftir the difmilTion of the 
aflembiy, accompanied Paul and Barnabas, who iii 
their private exhortations endeavoured to perfuadc 
them to perfevere in a fteadfaft attachment to the Gof- 
pcL On the fqblequent fabbatli, the immenfc crowds 
of people, who were collefted, excited the envious 
dilpleafure of the Jews: and accordingly, tlicy began 
to <^>pofc and blafpheme the doiftrinc delivered. Not 
difeouraged 

vkdence of theft objedbors, Paul declared, that, though 
the firft offer of mercy had been tendered to them, 
yet upon their rcfiifal the Invitation would be given 
to the Gentiles. Many of the latter defeription re¬ 
joiced at t)te indmation, and, through the rich ?nd 
Iqvereign grace of God, embraced the Chriftian faith, 

From 


, however, but rather^ animated by the 



ST. PAUL. 3S1 

From them, llkewifc, the truth of God was diflcmi- 
lUted throughout all the neighbouring country. 

The fuccefs was great j but that vfry circumftance 
rendered the adverfarles more fijrious; and a formi¬ 
dable hoft of pcrfecutors confpired to|;ether. The re- 
fult was, that Paul and his bclov^ aflbciate were 
forcibly driven from tlie place. Vet, even under 
that fcvere ftorm, the fincere converts remained un- 
Ihaken, and experienced a leafon of peculiar happi- 
nefs. While their enemies raged and tlircatcncd, 
** the difciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy 
Ghoft.” 

Surely, that violence is not to be dreaded, how 
extreme foever it may be, which cannot prevent us 
from receiving the lively comforts of religion, and 
which may have a tendency to promote thefe very com¬ 
forts in our fouls. Let us be ftrong, and of a good 
courage.” Let us pyay, that we, like the Chriftians at 
Antioch, may be favoured with an abundant meafure 
of inward peace and confolation from ti;e divine Spi¬ 
rit j and then we fliall not be moved by the vehemence 
and menaces of oppofers. "Wherever the Gofpel meets 
with any fignal fuccefs, it may be expected to produce 
contentions and Reparations among thofc, who were 
intimately united. It draws forth from many perfons 
that enmity of the heart againft real godlinefs, which 
had been before concealed, and covered perhaps with 
the garb of piety. Among the pcrfecutors were 

devout” as well as “ honourable womenand 
frequendy, thofe, who have made a Ihcw of fanc- 
tity, and been admired on that account, are the 

firft 
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firil to raUe obje&ions. Manjr, aUCoi among out' 
felves> like thofe of old, are dilguHed with the Urge 
congregations, which generally attend the ze^ous 
preachers of the word of God. They often think i^nd 
nendon it as an'upbraiding reproach, that fuch aflem' 
blies conllft chie6y of the poor. That, which ought 

# f 

to be matter of rejoicing extues envy and dilpkarure. 
Let tltofe, however, who labour in the Go^I, be con¬ 
tent to follow the fteps of the Apoftles, ** by honour 
«nd difhonour, by evil report and good report; de¬ 
ceivers, and yet true 

Paul and Barnabas departed from Antioch, tnd 
upon quitting the place Ihook off the dull of their 
feet, aa a tefUmony a^inft the unbelieving inhabU 
tants, agreeably to the dire^ions of Jefus to his 
difciples Thence they yroceeded to Iconium, 
and there opened their mefTage with remarkable fuc- 
cefs In that city they continued for a confiderabU 
time, and with great courage declared the truth of 
God, which He was plcafed to. confirm by various 
miracles, and to make efieftual to the converfioa of 
many perfons. But a fiirious oppofition was rai£;d 
againft them, cxaflly fimilar to what they experienced 
at Antioch. They had numerous ^friends among the 
people; but others calummated their charaders and 
dotflrine, and endeavoured to draw the public odium 
upon them. A party was formed, and a fcheme laid, 
in which the men of cluef power were engaged, to 
harais and by violent death deflroy thefe new preach¬ 
ers. They, however, being apprized of the defigs, 

^ Mar« \u II. X If Ac. 
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ixaM «rc^ to Lyflra, and both there and 
throughout the neighbourhood, notwithfUnding their 
paft sod- the profpef): of frelli dangers, laboured with 
UAPemitcing ardour for the propagation of the Go(^. 

. At Lyftra a poor cn|^le, who had been lame from 
has birch, received an inftantaneous cure by the word 
vf St. Paul The miracle, being opeAly performed, 
excited general atceneion. But fuch was the blind- 
nefs and wretched ftupidicy of the people, that, in- 
ftead of defuing to be inftrufted by thefe eminent 
teachers, they began to deify them, and actually pre¬ 
pared ibr them idolatrous facrihees. With wild vo- 
(iferations they cried out, “ The gods aPe come down 
to us in the likenefs of men.” Barnabas they called 
Ju{Ater, as being of the moft {lately appearance; 
juid Paul obtained the ti(le of Mercury, bccaufe he 
was the principal fpeaker. 

This circumftance could not but greatly diflrefs 
them, who fought no vain applaule, and wifhed to 
dire< 5 t the regard of all to their Lord and Mailer. 
They were ftruck with horror at the offer of divine 
honoiHs, and doubdefs felt more pain on tliat account, 
than for their feverefl perfccutdons. They rent their 
cloches, in abhorrence of the profanenefs, ran among 
the multitude with peculiar eagemefs, reproved them 
for their folly in worfljipping men of the fame infir¬ 
mities with themfelves, and exhorted them to turn 
from fuch fcnfclcfs pradliccs to tlic fcrvicc of the living 
God, the Creator and Preferver of heaven and earth. 
This bold and animated addrefs was fcarcely ''if- 
ficient to divert them from rheir purpofe. It 
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then, that thefe primitive affertors of the Chrifiian 
feich were not aftuated by fclfifli views or worldly cx- 
pcibtions: they could and did declare, .with the 
greateft fincerity, «We preach not ourlelves, but 
Chrift Jefus thtf Lord God forbid, that any, who 
fuftain the miniftcrial office, ihould aim at their 
own exaltation, or be picafed with the flattering 
fpeeches and admiration of their hearers 1 They 
Ihould define to obtain the approbation of their fel¬ 
low-creatures no farther, than as it may give them 
an opportunity of recommending the Saviour. Be¬ 
ing chiefly concerned for his glory, they will be 
grieved, wheft He is overlooked, and they themfeivci 
are extravagantly praifed. 

Popular favour is a poor acquifition: “ it is a 
vapour, that appeareth fon' a little time, and then 
vaniflieth away f.” The people at Lyflra, who had 
propofed to worlhip St. Paul as a deity, being foun 
afterwards prejudiced by the objcdlions of certain 
furious perfccutors from Antioch and Iconium, rofc 
up with violence againft him, and ftoned him. They 
tiicn dragged him out of the city, with marks of 
cxtieme contempt, and left him as one dead. Here, 
therefore, the hiftory of our Apoftle was, to all human 
appearance, concluded. But the Lord God, who 
defigned him for more cxtcnfive ufefolnels in the 
Church, interpofed for his deliverance. He fuddenly 
and miraculoufly reftored him to his former fltength, 
and the Apoftle, undifmayed by his enemies, re¬ 
turned to the city, and the next day travelled with 

• 2 Cor. ir. t James iv. 14. 
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Barhabas to D»be. It M^re eaiy riiii Lord to 
refcue his fervarrts from wciy dinger arid dUtrefs. 
I>t us learn to commit ourfclvei cheerfully to his 
difpofal, defirous dnly, whatever events may await 
iis, that ** Ghrift may be magnified in our body, 
whether it be by life or by death 

At Dcrbc they preached with vigour and iuccefs, 
and there finiflica their progrefs for that time, ad¬ 
vancing no farther into the country. They went 
back by the fame road, and again vifited the places, 
in which they had met with fuch violent oppofition. 
Tniftlng in divine Providence, they dreaded no cori- 
fcquences to thcmfelves} and tliey weie folicitous to 
confirm and comfort thofe, who had received by their 
miniftry the good wdrd of God. They exhorted the 
difciples, therefore, tlfroughout that region, to main¬ 
tain their Chriftian profenion under all their afflidkions, 
and reminded them, that God has appointed his people 
to pals through many trials in the road to his kingdom. 
At the feveral towns, where churches were gathered, 
they ordained minifters over tlicm for their Ipiritual 
guidance, and folemnly commended them all to the 
care and proteftion of the LordChrifi. Much regard 
is due to young tynverts, and much pains Ihould be 
ufed to eftablilh them in their holy calling, that they 
may not, by any temptations, be moved away from the 
hope of the Gofpel. O be encouraged to perfevere 
through all oppofition, and “ hold that fall which thou 
haft, that no man take thy crown ■f!” Be not unwil¬ 
ling to fuHer: the ciois muft be your prefcnt portion; 

* Phil, i 20. f Rev. iii. xi, 
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ic is your duty to bear it cheerfully, in the expec¬ 
tation of receiving “ die crown of life.” 

: At length chefc indefatigable labourers returned to 
Andoch in Syria, from which place they had hrfl 
fet out on their important expedition. There they, fixed 
their abode for fome time, that they might enjoy the 
fociety of the faicKful, and to them they recounted the 
various inftanccs of fupport and liccels, with which 
they had been ^voured in their miniftiy among the 

Gentiles. Shall not we, alfb, cultivate an inter- 

✓ 

courfe with thofc, who know and love the Lord ? 
And, when admitted to their. fricncUhip, lhall we not 
embrace the opportunity of declaring, or enquiring 
after, the cnlargeipent of the .Church? Hath God 
opened the door of faith” to diofe, who were in 
darknefs ? Let this be prodded with graceful adora¬ 
tion: for no information can be more interefling 
or delightful. Compared with this, how trifling and 
fpolifti arc the fubjcdls, which generally occupy con- 
verfation! How grievous is the ftupidiiy of men, 
who, though eager to hear or relate every idle oc¬ 
currence, have no defire to be acquainted with the 
glorious work, which God is carrying on by tlic 
Gofpel of his Son! 

St. Paul and his companion were now called 
to different trials, not to contend with furious 
adverfaries, but to oppofe and correft fome dan¬ 
gerous miftakes among the brethren. A difienfion 
arofc, in coofequence of certain JewUh zealots main¬ 
taining, that circumcifion and the obfervance of the 
ceremonial law were abfolutely neceifary for the fal- 

vation 
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vation (^<Jentile believers *. Our Apoftle c6nfidered 
the fencimcnc as a deftruftivc error, fubvertiug the 
very foundation of the Golpel, and fee himfelf to refift 
it with great firmnefs. It implied, that the obedience 
and facrifice of Chrift arc not a fufficicAt ground of de¬ 
pendence towards God, that we cannot be completely 
juftified by feith alone, hdwever fincere, and that our, 
own qualiBcations or performances have -a lhare, at 
leail, in procuring our fevourable acceptance. 

We might have thought, that pofirions, fo directly 
contrary to the fundamental principles of the Cliriftian 
lyftem, would have gained no credit. But many 
were ftaggered} and therefore, from a defire of la- 
tisfying tiicir confciences, and reftoring the peace of 
the Church, it was agreed that Paul and Barnabas 
Ihould go to Jerufalcm, *und take the opinion of the 
Apoftles and elders upon the fubjedt f. Accordingly, 
a folemn council was there held, and the matter fe> 
rioufly difeufled, A full account of tlie work of Goil 
among the Gentiles was given; and it was decided, 
that real believers, among the uncircumcifed, lliould 
not be required to conform to the Mofaic rites, but 
be confidered as complete in Chrift jefus. With 
this decree the amb^adors returned to Antioch; and 
their intelligence produced great joy among the clil- 


• Afts XV. 1, &c. 

t It is fuppoied, that the ApoAle refers to diii, journey, when he 
fays, that he “ went up by revelation.” Doobclefs, he chc.T afl:d 
under the influence of the Spirit, and the confultatton was over¬ 
ruled for the clearer underftanding and more explicit declaration 
of the Gofpel. Gsl. ii. i—10. 
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ciplcs. For that time the difpute was fettled} but ic 
broke out afterwards in other plades, as appears from 
fcvcral of St. Paul’s Epiftles, cfpccially fi-om. that t» 
the Galatians. 

Erroneous dcrtTkrines of a like dangerous tendency 
are propagated in the prefent day. Circumcilion} in- 
deedj is not inhded on} btit, as if the metit of the 
Saviour were not fufficient for our juftification, it is 
maintained that our own obedience muft, in part at 
leall, recommend us to God. Satan is ever labour* 
ing to divide the Church, and corrupt the minds of 
its members ** from the fimplicity that b in Chrift 
He is the father of lies, and ic is his grand artifice 
to fpread falfe opinions. It is remarkable, that the 
unfcriptural lentiments, advanced in modern times, 
made their appearance very early i and were permit- 

4 

ted to do fo, that they might receive a full confuta¬ 
tion from the Apoftles ihcmfelvcs. Let us beware 
of the fubtle devices of our adv.erfary, and, in order 
the more fuccefsfully to refill him, let us ftudy the 
divine oracles, which will fumilh us widi weapons of 
defence agamft all the attacks of error. 

During St. Paul’s continuance at Antioch, he had 
occafion to fpcak in language o( lharp reprehenlion 
to St. Peter, who vifited the place, and withdrew 
from the Gentile converts through a fear of dil^ 
plcafing the Jews J. Paul Hood forth as a bold ad¬ 
vocate for the liberty of the Gofpel, maintaining thac 
die Genules, who were turned to God by fuch, were 
as fecure through the grace of the Saviour, as the 

* 2 Cor. xi. t GaL ii..! t, &c. 
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Jews themfclves. It was a painful taflc to reprove a 
beloved brother j but, where the purity of God’s 
truth is likely to fufFcr, we ihould make no compli¬ 
ances, nor fhew any partialities ■, we Ihould earncftly 
contend for the honour x>f the Gofpel, even againfl 
our deareft friends. 

The Church at Antioch enjoyed the focicty and the 
labours of St. Paul for fome rime. But being eager 
to extend his ufcfulnefs, and confirm the difciplcs at a 
diftance, he propofed to Barnabas, that tliey fhould 
again vifit the people, to whom they had preached, 
and enquire into dieir Ihte. The fcheme was rea¬ 
dily agreed toi and yet it gave occafion to a warm 
contention, which ifilied in a Icparation of thefe two 
afFeftionate companions. We contemplate this cir- 
cumflance with wonder and grief. But, when we 
perceive the evident figns of wrong tempers in per- 
fons fo confefledly eminent, we fliould learn to place 
po confidence in the moft exalted of human cha- 
raders, and to keep our own hearts with diligence 
and care. The caufe of the difference appears tri¬ 
fling; but there is nothing, however incopfiderable, 
which may not excite and draw forth fbme latent 
corruption of the mind: nay, probably, we are moft 
liable to fall by the fmalleft temptations j for thefe do 
not awaken our fears, or compel us to ftand upon 
our guard. 

Barnabas w^s attached to his nephew Jol'.n Mark, 
and defirous that he fhould be received again as 
their aflbeiatc. Paul dated the impropriety of tak¬ 
ing with them fucli .nn attendant, as had IkamcfuIIy 

C c .7 deferted 
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dcferted them on a former occafion. Each of the dif- 
pucants might urge various reafons, and, poflibly, both 
were influenced by right motives. But we pretend 
not to juftify every thing even in the Apoftlcs. They 
were men, and ’fometimes openly betrayed that de¬ 
pravity, which, they continually lamented in fecrct. 
In the prcfcnt cafe, we apprehend, the two parties 
felt a blamable warmth of temper. O let us watch, 
and, remembering what is in our hearts, always fuf- 
pect fomc danger nigh 1 We are expofed in the com¬ 
pany of dcareft friends, as well as in that of our moft 
decided enemies. 

But we admire the over-ruling providence of 
God, which in various ways brings good out of evil, 
'I'liis very difagreement became the means of en¬ 
larging the Church, and promoting the falvation of 
many fouls. I'hc two preachers went different roads, 
carried the meflage of the Gofpcl to different quarters. 
Though parted from each otlicr, tliey ftill continued to 
publiih it CO an ignorant and unbelieving world j and 
their temporary clivifion became the caufe of its more 
Ipeedy and estenfive propagation. It appears, alfo, 
tliac, whatever refentment might be felt at the time, a 
perfedt reconciliation was foon cffe(fl;ed. Paul himfclf 
afterwards fpoke in the higheft terms, not only of his 
beloved Barnabas, but of Mark alfo, whom he re¬ 
ceived as his afliftant *. Chrlftians may be fcduccd 
from the path of duty, but their fincerity will be 
evinced by their recovery. 

The example before us does not afford any jufl 

• I Cor. ix. 6. Col. ir. ic. z Tim. iv. ii. 
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encouragement to (ini it furmlhes the ftrongeft ar¬ 
gument for holinefs. Well may we bluih and hide 
our faces in the dufl> upon a comparilbn of ourfelves 
with St. Paul. Do we not perceive in him an ex¬ 
cellence of charafter, of which, we are deftitute ? 
If it was right fot him ‘to labour with fuch unwearied 
afliduity, to fpend and be fpent**in the Service of 
Chrift, lhall we think ourfelves at liberty to lead an 
unprofitable and a fenfual life, to take our cafe, eat, 
drink, and be merry? No: we muft be confoiined 
tp the fpirit of the Apoftles and primitive believers, 
and learn, like them, to deny ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, and live foberly, rightcoufly, and godly 
in this prefent world, looking for that blclTed hope, 
and die glorious appearing of the great God and our 
paviour jefus Chrift,*.’* 

4 

* TItns ii. 12, 13. 
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SAINT PAUL. 

S£CT. 3.‘ 

Paul cWcumc'ifei Timothy at Lyjira—came to 7 roas~~^ 
thence to Philippi, where Lydia and the Jailer were , 
converted—proceeded to Tbeffahnica, Berea, Athens, 
and Corinth — vi/ited Jcru/alcm, and then returned, 
confirming the churches. 

Though Chriftians arc indebted to the grace of 
God for every particle of excellence, 'which they 
poflefs, the cffeiSbs of this grace are not equally con- 
fpicuous in them all. Frequently they, whofe former 
fpirit and conduft have been moft oppofite to the Gof- 
pcl, ftiine with peculiar luftre after converfion. A 
larger experience of their own folly and perverfenefsi 
renders them more humble and watchful: a ftronger 
fenfe of their vaft obligations to God for pardoning 
and fubduing their iniquities, excite? tliem to more 
lively and vigorous exertions in their ^oly profeflion, 
Such was die great Apoftle, v/liofc charadler we arc 
contemplaring. It is not Ipoken to the dilparage- 
ment of other believers, when it is afferted, that wo 
have known non^ more eminent in every Chriftian 
difppfiiion and pwftice than St. Paul: nor w;is it the 
language of vain coqf^nce or prffumption,, when he 
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faid ofr hlmfel^ ** In nothing am 1 behind ibe very 
chiefeft Apoftlcs*.” Being conftr«ned to mention 
his own cafe, he exprelled an eameft defirc, diat the 
praife of all his atndnmena and ulefulheis might be. 
afcribed to God alone. He declared, By the grace 
of God I am what I am: * and his grace, which was 
bellowed upon me, was not in vain :* 4 }ut 1 laboured 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me t-” May the con- 
fideratlon of his example roi^ arid animate our dul} 
and ina£livc minds; and may the fame blefled Spirit, 
which wrought effedually in him, enable us, alfo, to 
“ adorn the doflrinc of God our Saviour in all 
things !'* 

A. D. Upon his reparation from Barnabas, having 
chofen Silas as his companion, he departed from 
Antioch with the prayers and bencdiftions of the 
Church, and travelled through Syria and Cilicia, con¬ 
firming the faith of the difciples Wlicn he came 
to Lyftra, he met widt Timothy, a pious and amia¬ 
ble youth, who afterwards attained confiderable emi¬ 
nence §. St. Paul, being defirous of taking Wm as 
an affociate in his further progrcfs, and fetdng him 
apart for the work of the miniftry, judged it expedient, 
that he Ihould fubmit to the rite of circumcifion. 
The performance of this ceremony was in itfelf a 
matter of indifference, but might in the prelent in-, 
fiance prevent fome obje^ions againfl them and their 
doftrine, Notwjthftanding the liberty allowed to the 


• 2 Cor. xii. 11. 
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Gentiles, it was Ihll genendly thought that iD per- 
ibns of jewifh extraftion fliould conform to the Mo- 
iaic law. Now, as the mother of Timothy was a 
Jewels, (though his father was a Greek) it feemed pro¬ 
bable that his 'Cafe would be narrowly obferved, ahd 
limt, if circumcifion were' omitted, he would be un¬ 
acceptable to "the Jews, and Paul’s intimacy with him 
give them great offence. 

Tlie conduft of the Apoftlc on another occafion 
W AS very different, and has excited fomc furprife. 
i!'- frmly oppofed the circumcifion of Titus j evi¬ 
dently becaufe it was inflfbed on as necelfary to falva- 
tion, tliough Titus was a Gentile. On this ground, 
Paul would not confent to it, left the doftrine of juftifi- 
cation by faith in Jefus Chrift fhould appear to be de- 
med or renounced He had the largeft views of 
Chriftian liberty, and was a zealous advocate for itj 
yet, in order to recommend the truth which lie 
preached, he was willing to conform to the prejudices 
of others, in matters not eflcntial. The cafe of Ti¬ 
mothy was one inftance out of fevcral, in wliich 
“ iini« the Jews he became as a Jew, that he might 
gain the Jews -f.” We admire his mceknefs, felf- 
denial, and difintcrefted regard tlie credit and ad¬ 
vancement of tire Golpel. Sudi compliances are 
trirfy honourable, and may greatly add to a perfon’s 
ufefiilnefs in the world. But let us take heed, left we 
pervert this example, by making conceffions clearly 
firtful or of a dangerous tendency, or by yielding even 
in things lawful through covetoulbers or ambition. 

•GjI j—;. t *lx. 20-53. Sccalfo AiTls xxi, 21—24. 

While 



ST. PAUL. 


39S 

While Paul and hb beloved companions travelled 
from place to place, and fcattered die good feed, they 
faw the blelTed fruits of their labours. Under their 
care the churches daily increalH In numbers, and be* 
came more and more eftablilhed in the faith. Thele 
meflengcrs of Heaven were guided in their various 
removals, as well as in their preachidg, by the imme¬ 
diate direftion of the Holy Spirit. They opened 
dicir cmbally in one diftrift, where they were received 
as the Angels of God *, but were forbidden to do it 
in another, at leal^ for a fealbn. Having traverfed a 
large part of Afia, and arrived at Troas, they coiledted 
from a vifion in the night, that they were called to- 
crofs the water into Europe, and preach the Gofpel 
in Macedonia. They obeyed without reludlance or 
delay, being prepared to pafs over lands or feas, 
wherever the Lord Ihould mark out their courfe. 

The firft town of note, to which they came, was 
Philippi i and, during their continuance there, Ibme 
occurrences happened, which demand particular at¬ 
tention. The facred hiftorian minutely records the 
converfion of an individual, which proved the begin¬ 
ning of a large and profperous church. On the lab- 
bath day they toqk the opportunity of addrefllng cer¬ 
tain women, aflembled together in a place fet apart 
for prayer. Many, it ihould feem, were prefent, but 
we read only of one perfon, named L-ydia, wlio re¬ 
ceived real advantage. She liftened with eagemels: 
** The Lord opened her heart.” This favourable dif- 
poficion is, indeed, accounted forj but let us mark 

•Gal.iv, ij. 
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its influence and Uefling. Immediately ihe felt the 

I ^ 

efficacf of the Qofpel; both (he and her family were 
baptized, and her houfe was open^ for the acct>mmo> 
dacion of thole, who had brought her the glad tidings 
of falvadon. Ah i why n h, that others refufe even 
an attentive hearing? Becaufc ignorance, prgudice, 
prkle, and fenluaUty, render 6s aH averfe to fuch fub* 
3e<^s. Our minds are, as it were, clofed againft the 
Woth of God, and refift its admifllon. O let us pray, 
that the Lord would remove the obllruftion, and open 
our hearts I Thus only will tlie doftrine of Chrift find 
a ready entrance, ,and make a lading imprelllon. 

How various are the methods of grace! Lydia, 
prolaHy, was wrought upon in a gentle manner, 
withoiK any ftrong terrors or violent emotions. But 
we proceed to confider another tonverfion, of a differ¬ 
ent fort, and one ii> which the hand of God was more 
vilibly exerted. Some fingular circumftanccs, whicli 
preceded, were evidently ordered by die divine provi¬ 
dence widi a view to this event. 

A certain damfel at Philippi under a demoniacal 
pofieffion, pretending to a power of divination, bore 
a public and repeated teftimony to St. Paul and liis 
alfociates, as the fervants of the maft high God, and 
teachers of the only way of falvation. The multitude 
miglic ima^ne from liich an atceffation, that flic was ha 
league wich'the preachers of the Gofpcl, and that they 
were all impoftors of die fame kind, equally deferving 
of neglcft and contempt. That there might be no 
ground, however, for the fufpicion, the Apoftle com¬ 
manded the evil fpii it to depatL The damfel was a flave, 

and 
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and iKr owners had reaped large pecuniar/ advantages 
frpm ^er magical ait. Tl^ now found, that their gain 
was at'-an end, and with great indignaoon dragged Paul 
and. Silas beftxe the magiftrates of Ithe ck/, accufing 
them of fedition. Thus k frequently haj^ns, that in- 
terefted perfons, whole * dilhonefr profits are likely to 
fuBer, bitterly inveigh the zealous preachers and 

profeUbrs of our holy religion, and charge upon them 
that very diftarbance, of which they tliemfelves arc 
the authors. By Handerous rq>rcaci)es and malicious 
calumnies Satan and his agents may lb far prevail, as 
to bring the faithful lervancs of God into temporary 
danger and diftrcfs. 

Tlie populace role up with fury againft thefe am- 
balTadors of Chrift. The raagiftrates tlicmldvcs creaced 
them raoft ir^rioully^ Condemned tliem without any 
fair examination, tore off their clothes, cauled them 
to be fcourged with many ftripcs, call tiicm into pii- 
fon, and left them in tlie hands of an auHere and in¬ 
human jailer. He, too, as if he were glad of his 
commiflion, thruff them into one of the clolcft cells, 
and fecured their feet in the (locks. Yet behold the 
fituation and condudl of the fervants of God! Where 
dillrefs and deje<flion are ufual, there we find them 
maintaining their wonted reliance on His power; where 
the heart of the lloutefl commonly frils and is afraid, 
there they are rejoicing, and at peace. The darknefs 
and horrors of the dungeon could not exclude the light 
6f God’s countenance: though their wounded bodies 
fuffered lharp angulfft, divine confolacions flowed in 
upon their minds. At midnight they were heard to pray 

aloud 
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aloud and to fing hymns of praile. Their cafe, then, 
may cncour^ in to “ commit the keeping of our fouls 
to God in well-doing,’* whatever dai^rs may threaten 
us. ** In the fear of the Lord is ftrong confidence: 
and his children fliall have a place of refuge They 

4 I 

poflefs a never-feiKng fourcc of peace and joy, of 
which they cannok be deprived’ by ftripes, chwns, and 
tortures. 

It fbon appeared, that this painful difpenfation was 
appointed to accomplilh the moft gracious deligns. 
The Lord interpofed for the vindication and deliver- 

s 

ance of his opprefled fervants. While tliey were 
engaged in exercifcs of devotion, the earth trembled, 
the prifon was fhaken to its foundation, the doors 
thrown open, and all the fetters of the prifoners in- 
ftantly broken. In this awful feenc, our attention is 
chiefly direfted to the jailer. Alarmed and terrified, 
under an apprehenfion that all the perfons committed 
to him had efoaped, he was about to dilpatch himfelf 
with his own fword. Paul, however, knowing his 
purpofe, happily diverted him from it: yet the alarm, 
given to his fpirits, did not end here. Upon hearing 
the voice of the Apoftle, the ftout-hearted finncr, 
overwhelmed with fear and conftern^don, ran in, fell 
down at the feet of the very men, whom he had lb 
lately treated with iufult and cruelty, and cried out 
in deep concern for his foul, ** Sirs, what muft I do 
to be faved?” Aftoniflxing change indeed, accom- 
plifhed by no lefs a power, than that which produced 
the miraculous convulfion of the earth I 


• Prov. xiv, * 5 . 
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Paul and SUas could not but liHen to his words 
with peculiar delight. They were ready to 
the enquiring penitent, and, forgetting their own 
llripcs, were moft eager to heal his ’wounded con- 
fcience. Immediately they preached Chrift to him 
and his family, afTuring them chat on their believing 
they fliould obtain ^Ivatlon. The effcdi was won¬ 
derful The jailer was converted, and, wliile by faith 
he committed himfelf to jefus, divine peace and joy 
fprang up in hb heart. How different, alfo, his out¬ 
ward behaviour, as well as his inward affeflionsl He 
brought out Paul and Silas from their confinement, 
wafhed their lacerated bodies, and gave them foot! for 
their rcfrelhmcnt: both he and his domeftics were 
baptized, and, probably, his houfe became a church 
for God. Thus the violent oppofition eventually 
promoted " the furtherance of the Gofpel.” O why 
Ihould you fear, if you are engaged in the caufe of 
God and his truth ? But, if you are fighting againft 
Him, you cannot poflibly prevail, however ftrong 
may be your party, however fubtle and profound your 
fchemes. 

In tlie morning, the magiftrates, probably teirified 
by the earthquake, ordered the prifoners to be dif- 
mifled. But Paul, with the confidence of an upright 
man, remonftrated againil tlie injurious treatment they 
had received, and obferved that as Roman citizens they 
were entitled to peculiar privileges, and might demand 
iausfaftion. After this bold reprefentation, they ob¬ 
tained a proper concelTion from the officers, ami an 
honourable difchaigc. They did not rigoroufly infift 


on 



400 SCRIPTURE ClfARACTBRS. 

on their rights, but fiiewcd'thac thty were 'men of 
peace i for, ^ foon as they had viflted and comforted 
the brethren, they quitted the town, left further tumult 
and difturbance flilould be excited. Suclt was the firft 
planting of the* church at Philippi, of which the moft 
favourable teftimony is given in the facred recoids; 
and from fuch' imall beginnings, under the bleffing of 
our God, works of extcnfive ufefulnefs often take 
their rile. 

Not diftouraged by die violence they had met with, 
our Apoftlc and his aflbeiates prefled on to other 
ferviecs. Having pafled through fome confiderable 
cides in Macedonia, they came to Tlieflalonica, a 
place of peculiar note*. There alfo, according to 
his cuftom, St. Paul reforted to the fynagogue of 
the Jews, addrefled his countrymen on the grand 
topics of tlie Gofpel, and proved from their own 
feriptures, that Jefus is indeed the promifed Mcfliah. 
Nor did he fpeak in vain; many believed his report, 
and joined his company. But others foon difeovered 
a different fpirit. The Jews, who rejcdlcd his word, 
raifed a violent and furious oppofition; they coUefted 
certain low and profligate fellows, and threw the 
whole town into commotion. Tlje houfe, where Paul 
lodged, was aflaulted; and, though he efcaped, Jafon, 
who was his hoft, and fomc of the brethren, were drag¬ 
ged before the magiftrates, and accufed as perfbns dif- 
affefted to the government, and as general difturbers 
of the peace, who “ had turned the world upfide down.” 
The proftcucion, indeed, was dropped, but it became 

f Ails xviL I, &c. 
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^fieccflary for Paul and SUas to fly from the place under 
cover of the night. 

It may be afked. Is tins the pure do<flrlnc of Jefus 
Chrift, which is every where Ipoken againft, which 
caufes divifions and animofities in families, towns, 
and neighbourhoods ? Can tliat fyftem, which breathes 
nothing but benevolence, and is caleylated to promote 
iiniverfal happinefs, be liable to fuch objeftions, and 
produce fucli confequenccs ? Yes, thefe are the very 
calumnies, thefe the effcAs, which we are taught will 
iifually attend the faithful declaration of the Gofpel: 
but they are to be afcribed to the peiverfenefs of its 
oppofcrs, and not to the nature or tendency of its 
principles. We ought not, therefore, to be ftag- 
gered in our belief or profclTjon of the truth. Sliall 
the minifters of Chrift dread the refentment of the 
world ? There is a way to avoid it: there is a method 
of preaching, which gives no difturbance. But is this 
the feheme, you would recommend ? Would you have 
them accommodate their meflage to men’s vitiated 
tafte, and fay, “ Peace, peace, when there is no 
peace ?” Then, indeed, there might be no perfecu- 
tionj but the profpeft hereafter would be tremen¬ 
dous : die deceived and the deceiver would pcrifli 
together *. 

St. Paul did not continue long at Theflalonica; 
but the fruits of his labours were glorious and lading. 
His two Epiftles to the church in that place, evi¬ 
dently dicw that tlie Gofpel prevailed and triumphed 
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5fi ilie midir ci opoofidon. I le ipcako of liie Chrif- 
ti:iri 2 thcie in liiglicr terms, tjian of any other lociety. 
He thiis wricesj “Our Gofpd came noi onto yuu 
in woid only, Uuc allb in powciy and in the 5 lo’y 
Ghoft, and in much aiuirance; h.aving received the 
■"ord in much atHiddion, with )>'>' ol th:r 1 lo’y (jlioll, 
yc were enfamp.les to all that believe in Macedonia 
and Achaia*.” How are the hands - ot niimfters 
ftrengthened, and their hearts comforted, when they 
can give fuch an account of the people under their 
charge I 

His letters, likewife, prove, Iww great was his leji- 
dcrncls among the Thefliilonians, how flrong his 
afFeflion for tlwm, how irreproachable his condudl:. 
It (hould feem, that with difficulty he procured com¬ 
mon provifions; or that he refufed the offers of fup- 
port from his friends, for thc®fake of recommending 
the Gofjrcl by his difintereilcd Ipirit, and exhibiting 
a pattern of diligence. He “ did nor eat any man’s 
bread for nought; but wrouglrt with labour and travel 
SIGHT Avo DAV, tliat lie might not be chargeable to 
any of them f-” Sometimes he received relief from 
the Philippians: but this he neitiier fought nor de- 
firedj. What an example of generofity, patience, 
and lelf-dcnial, fpringing fromtht^moft exalted mo¬ 
tives ! Such were tlie Icffons, which our Apoftle had 
learned at tlie feet of Jefus §. Are wc thus inftrufted ? 
What have we been enabled to do, or relinquifh, or 


’ » ThcfT, i. s- 7 . t a Theff, iu. 8. 
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or^durC) in die fcrvice of Chrift? Juftly may we be 
aibamcd to mention our own difficulties, when we read 
thofe of Sr. Paul. 

After his departure from Thcfialonica, he fled to 
the neighbouring city ofBcre.i, and there, alJb, opened 
his commiffion in the fynagoguc of ,tlie Jews. Jjie 
appearances were pleafihg: the pcoji’e difeovered a 
much nobler difpofition than the Theffiilonians. They 
were willing to hear, and witli great diligence and Icri- 
oufnefs compared the Aportic’s doi^rines with the ferip- 
tures; nor do wc wondci-, that many embraced the 
Chrlilian faith, it challenges and deferves enquiry, 
and to die iiumble and teachable, as it promifes, fo it 
communicates, knowledge and happinefs. Thofe, who 
rejeft if, are generally too indolent or too bigotted, to 
give it a fair examinatio® : and yet, with much arre- 
gance, they call tliemreivcs free-thinkers. 

But die labours of St. Paul we.“e foon clofcd at 
Berea. He was followed by the ftorm, which had 
been ralfed at Thefialonica. The Jews purfued him 
w’ith indignation, and ftirred up a violent commotion. 
It, therefore, became neccffiiry for him once more to 
confult his fafety by flight i though Silas and Timothy, 
as being lefs obnoxious, ventured to continue diere 
for a time, that they might carry on the work of 
God. Thus the oppofition, as before, contributed to 
a more cxccnfivc propagation of the Gofpcl, and Sa¬ 
tan defeated his own purpofe. The unbelief and re- 
fiftance of fome were the means of lending falvation to 
many others. 

Paul was conduced t) Athens, a city the moft ce- 
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lebrated for the flucly of philofophy and all polite Htc- 
ratiire. But, even here, profound ignorance of God 
and ftupid idolacries prevailed, evidently proving the 
Apoflle’s •aflertion, that “ the world by wifdom knew 
not God His mind was.dcc*ply affefled by view¬ 
ing vhe grofs fupwftitions of men, who boafted of their 
fuptiior difeernment. Though he poffelTed a fine 
tafte and improved underftanding, he attended not to 
the learned curiofities and difputations of the place, 
which as a feholar he might have rclilhed. But he 
felt a Ibrong defire to corred the fatal errors univer- 
fally received, and to diflufe tlie knowledge of his 
God and Saviour. To this end lie bore his tefti- 
mony in various parts of th.ac renowned city. His 
fentiments, however, finted not the notions of proud 
philolbphers. I'hcy defpifeef him as a trifling, con¬ 
temptible fellow, a mere babbler, who had nothing to 
offer, dcfcrvlng of their notice. Ctliers reprefented 
him as an advocate for certain foreign deities, when 
he preached jefus and tlie refurredtion. He was, 
therefore, fummoned to anfwer for hirofclf, and give 
an account of his doftrinc before the high coujt, 
which affembled on the famous hill of Areopagus. 

In fuch a formidable fituatioR our Apoftle flood 
forth to declare the grand principles of true religion. 
His addrefs upon that occafion was mafterly,, and ad¬ 
mirably adapted to the circumftances and charadter of 
the audience. He began with an obfervation on their 
uncommon attention to the worlhip of invifible beings, 
and faid, that in his view of their devotional rites he 
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had particularly remarked an altar, inferibed “ to the 
UNKNOWN ooD.” While they, therefore, evidently- 
confcITcd their ignorance, he avowed hlmfclf ready to 
give them inftru<ftions, in this important fubjedt. 
He then infifted on Ibme of the jJerfeftions of that 
God, whom they knew not, tlie Gojl of creation and 
the God of providence j and proved, by an appeal to 
his works and to the confeffions of their own poets, 
that he is the maker, fupportcr, and governor of tlie 
world. From thefe principles he argued with great 
ftrength againft their idolatrous notions and pradices. 
He affirmed, that this God had long borne with 
the folly of men, and fuffered them to follow their 
own devices; but that repentance was now univer- 
f.illy and indirpenfibly required by the authority of 
Heaven, ffc furthcr^enforcetl the duty by the awful 
confidcration of a d.ay of future retribution and gene¬ 
ral judgment, of which, he declared, the Lord God 
had given an afllirancc by the refurrc(5tion of die Sa¬ 
viour from the dead. 

There was a peculiar wifdom and dignity in the 
Apoftle’s addrefs: but it ftjould leem, that his audi¬ 
ence interrupted him, juft as he was entering on tlie 
moft important tqpics. Conceited of their own eru¬ 
dition, they refufed him a ferious and patient hear¬ 
ing, and, as it frequently happens, rejeifted with a 
contemptuous fncer what they could not confute. 
Amongft many, however, who made light of his 
doctrine, there were fome, who believed and fhewed 
a ftrong attachment to him; and, of thefe, one or two 
of confidcrablc rank. 
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It is fuppofcd, that there was fcarcely any place, in 
which St. Paul met with fo little fucccfs, as in this 
celebrated city, among ihefe accompliflted fchokrs 
and acute philofophers. Jiiftly may we cry out, 
“ Where is the wife ? where is the feribe ? where is 
the thfpiiter of tliU.world? Hath not God made foolilh 
the wifdom of this world * ?” In other ages and coun- 
tiies, many perfons, admired for their fagacicy and 
fuperior attainments in learning, have been among 
the bittcreft oppofers of the Golj)el. And no won¬ 
der, lince this fyftem ftrikes at the root of our pride, 
and can find admifllon with thofe only, who are wil¬ 
ling to become fools, that they may be wife j-. It is 
no argument againrt Chrillianiiy, that it was rejefted 
by thefe vain pretenders to fcicnce at Athens; nay, 
their rejeftion of it can be readily explained. But 
it is a ftrong evidence in its favour, that Paul 
was not afraid to propofe and maintain it in fuch 
a philofophic city, and that Ibmc were brought over 
to his fide. 

Let us enquire, Who among ourfelves have cordi¬ 
ally fubmitted to the faith of Chrift? It is worthy of 
thf acceptation of the higheft ranks: but if you, who 
fill an exalted place in fociery, are d’fpofcd to embrace 
the Gofpel, like Dionyfius and Damaris at Athens, 
how great are your obligations to that God, who has 
removed your prejudice and fubdued your pride! Arc 
there hot fome, who, with a fnew of wifdom, are 
obliged to confefs, that they worfhip an' unknown 
God? We entreat you to Uften to thole, who would 

^ 1 Cor, ip zOp f ill. j8. 
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declare him unto you. Your paft times have been 
" times of ignorance,” notwithftanding a fuperfti- 
tious performance of the formalities of devotion. 
O praife the Lord, who has been patient and long- 
fufFering towards you; and now heaf his voice, for he 
calJcth you to repentance! We remind you of the 
final advent of the Savi6ur, and the folemnities of the 
iinivcrlal judgment. TJiefe things are too important 
to be difmifled with a fncer. Confidcr them with fixed 
attention: believe, and be faved. 

From Athens ourApoftle proceeded to Corinth*. 
This large and flourifhing city, which abounded in 
wealth and magnificence, was infamous, even to a 
proverb, for its general l])irit of difllpatlon. It might 
feem, therefore, an unlikely place for the reception of 
the Gofpel: but the minifters of Chrift mull " preach 
to every creature,” depending upon God to make his 
own word effectual. When He is pleafccl to fend 
it forth as “ the Rod of his ftrength -j-,” it accom- 
pliflics great events. It is ” mighty through God 
to the pulling down of ftrong holds J.” At Corinth 
a numerous fociety of Chriftians was gatliered, as we 
may learn from the two Kpiftles addrefied to that 
church i and foiye of thefe Iwd once been of an 
abandoned charader. 

Here he met with two pious perfons, Aquila and 
his wife Prifcilla, who had lardy been baniflied froni 
Rome for their rdigion. Widi them he took up his 
abode, and laboured for his fiipport, as a tent-maker i 
for they had all been inATufted in tlic fame occupation. 

y Afts xviii. t, fcc. t Pftl. cx. 2. i 2 Cor. x. 
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Ac firft, probably, this attention to his trade was tb- 
folutely neceflary; and afeerw^s he thought it expe¬ 
dient, that he might prevent or remove prejudices and 
objedtions, and prove that he fought not his own eale 
or intcreft *. His grand aim was to fpread the 
knowledge of divme truth, and to “ win fouls.” On 
every fabbath he’ftood forth in the Jewifti fynagogue 
as an advocate for the Golpcl. Elpecially, when 
Silas and Timothy came to him from Macedonia, 
and enlivened him by their prefence and good ac¬ 
count of the churches, he felt a peculiar carneftnefs 
of fpirit for the honour of his Mailer, and preached 
with frefti vigour. The Jews rejeiled his teftimony, 
and blalphemed the Lord Chrift, whom he com¬ 
mended to their regard. He, therefore, folemnly 
•warned them of their condem,nation, charged their 
deftrudlion upon dieir own heads, ajid dien turned 
from them to the Gentiles. He no more renewed 
Ills inftrudlions in their fynagogue, but from that 
time addrefled the people, wlio were dilpofed to 
hear him, at the houfe of one Juftus in the neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

His labours were not IncffcftuaL Crifpus, a man 
of fomc rank as being “ the ruler of the fynagogue,” 
and many of the Corinthians, allb, came forth and 
made profelfion of the Chriftian faith. Yet it was a 
fcafbn of dillrefs with the Apodle; and it Ihould feem 
that he gave way to an improper dejedlion of mind. 
He declares, that he had .been with diem “ in weak- 
nefs, and in fear, and in much trembling fA view 

* z Cor. ix. 12—19. 2 t I Cor. ii. 
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of the pi'evaillng wlckednefs in tliat opulent city, a 
fenfc of his own infirmUres, the contempt with which 
both he and his doftrine were treateil, and an ap- 
prchenfion of danger, combined pi’obably to dif- 
courage hlmj and it appears, as if l»e were ready to 
take his flight, or decline his work. At that junc¬ 
ture the Lord graciounyonterpofed, commanded hira 
to perfifl: in his fervicc with diligence and intrepidity, 
and promifed him the divine prelence, protcdlion 
from enemies, and great fuccels in his miniftry among 
the Corinthians. He thus addrefled him in a vifion • 
of the niglit, “ Be not afraid, but fpeak, and hold 
not thy peace; for I am with thee, and no man fliall 
fet on thee to hurt thee: for I have mudi people in 
this place.” 

St. Paul was imbolcjencd, by this aflurance from 
heaven, to continue at Corinth a year and fix months, 
iluring which time he laboured in the Goipel with 
much afllduity, and to good cfleit. There allb he 
wrote his Epiftics to the Theflalonians, and, as fome 
think, that to the Galatians. They were probably 
the firft of his compofidons now remaining. He 
forgot not the concerns of his diftant brethren, but 

anxiety for them, when he heard of 
certain inftances ol milcondu(5t and declenflon iji -die 
churches. 

The faithful ambaflkiors of Chrift may be inftrufted 
from the example before us. It is nothing won> 
derful, that they, like this eminent Apoflle, fhould 
be opprefled and difeouraged by inward temptations 
as well as outwu-d oppofltion. O Irt us not- increafe 

their 
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their difficulties by our contempt or unkindneli,! 
Rather, let us ftrengtlien tlicir hands in God, by our 
cordial reception of the truth, and pray for tliem, 
that they may be upheld, and affilted in die vigorous 
profecution of their important work. May much peo¬ 
ple be turned jo^ the Lord, through their labours, in 
thofe very places, which they confider as moft hopelefs! 
In this they may be confident and rejoice, that, wher¬ 
ever their Mailer has appointed them a fervicc, He 
•will continue and fupport them} nor fiiall any vio¬ 
lence of their enemies prevent or retard the purpofes of 
his mt rcy. 

SiZ length a feverc ftorm arofe at Corinth. The 
Jews were indignant: they felzcd tlie Apoftlc, and in 
an outrageous nuanner brought him before the tribu-? 
nal of Gallio, the governor dr proconful of Achaia. 
They accufed him of introducing a new religion, to 
tlie fubverfion of the law; but their accufation was re- 
jcdlcd, and his defence forbidden, with equal contempt 

4 

and difregard of both. Gallio would hear nothing on 
the fubjc<ft, and therefore inftantly dHpiifled the par¬ 
ties. He confidcred the Jews and their law, the 
Apoftle and his Gofpcl, as beneath his notice: they 
were left to fettle, as they chofe, jvhat was to him a 
frivolous contention; “he cared for none of thofe 
tilings.” 

St. Paul remained there fome timedonger, notwith- 
ftanding this ftrong oppofition. It •was not the mere 
clamour of enemies, which could accelerate his depar¬ 
ture. When the time came, he took with him his 
^vo friends, Aquila and Prifcilla; and it is remarked, 
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that at Cenchrea, a neighbouring port, from wliich hs 
fet fail, he lhaved his head in confequence of a certaiq 
yow he had made, probably for a great deliverance. 
Wlien they arrived at Epheliis, he preached the word 
with his accuftomed zeal, but foon lt?ft his dear com 
panions there, thougli they earneftly requerted him to 
continue. He conferred not with ftcfh and blood,” 
prcHing on widi unremitting ardour, wherever hii 
duty called him. lie haftened to Jerufilrm, wltli 
charitable contributions for the church; and, liavina 
finiflicd the piirpolc of his journey, he called at An¬ 
tioch upon Ids reairn, and made fotne Ibiy in that 
place. He then palled in a regul.tr piogrcfs through 
out the couiuiy of Cl.il.uia ajul Phrygia, with a 
view of propagating the Gqf|K.i yet more extenfivejy, 
and encouraging believers under all their trials aiul 
diftrelTcs. 

How honourable the emjjloynient of the AjjoIUc ! 
Happy thofc, who enjoyed tl-.e benclit, and knew th« 
value of his labours! Wliat a glory and excellency 
diftinguilhed his character, while he travelled from 
one kingdom to another, “ to turn men from dark- 
nefs to ‘light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God*i’’ “as poqr, yet making many richf!” In- 
ftead of complaining of his arduous poft, he was con- 
flrained to utter that grateful acknowledgment, “Thanks 
be unco God, which always caiifcth us to triumph in 
Chrift, and maketh manifeft the lavour of his know¬ 
ledge by us in every place J !*’ 

Here again we naufc, and alk. Will any maintain, 
% 
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that Paul could be a deceiver? Could all thefe afto- 
nifiiing events, fo exactly fimilar, which his preaching 
produced in different parts of the world, be the elfeil 
of mere fancy or delufion ? Let infidels credit this, if 
they can. They .will not, indeed, hefitate to admit any 
abfiirdities or inipofljbilities, lather than allow, that our 
religion is a revelation from hpaven. But let us rejoice 
in the truth and efficacious influence of the Gofpel} 
** for it is the power of God unto falvation, to every one 
that beiieveth*.” Let us not be fatisfled with grant¬ 
ing the fincerity, or even admiring the excellence, of 
the Apoflic. Do we receive the do<5lrine, which he 
propagated ? Does it regulate our faith and prafticc ? 
We are not fo much in danger of openly rejecting 
the whole fyftcm, as of trifling under an cxternsl pro- 
feflion, without experiencing “ the power of godli- 
nefs.” O let us be afraid, left the word, wliich we hear 
And pretend to believe, fliould rife up to condemn tis 
in the judgment! 

The Lord God let his fcal to the declarations of his 
Apoflle i and we do not hefleate to aflert, that He con¬ 
tinues to this day, in a mbft decided manner, to prof- 
per the labours of thofe, who deliver the fame tefti- 
mony. Similar effefts attend the promulgation of the 
Ample and unadulterated Gofpel. Many, like the 
Theflalonians, arc hereby “ turned to God from 
idols, to ferve the living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven L.et us offer up our fer¬ 
vent prayers, that we may fee more evident proofs 
among ourfclves of a divine energy accompanying 

• Rom. i. t 6 . f I Thclt. i. 9, 10. 
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the preaching of the crofs. We have many precious 
promifes, which ihould ‘encourage our expeftations of 
glorious events. Let thofe, who “ have this minif- 
try, as they liave received mercy, faiht not but be 
unwearied in their ocertions for tho enlargement and 
profperity of tlie ChurcK. May they be honoured of 
God, whom they fervein the Goipehof his Son, “ by 
turning many to righteoufnefs,” and then “ fhine as 
die ftars for ever and ever f!“ Amen. 

• 2 Cor. iv. I. . t Dan. xii. 3. 
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Titul cams to Ephtfus—-was driven away by a tiUUhL of 
the people—vifited Greece—returned to Tfroas—rayed 
Eulychus to life—faffed in to Miletus—there fent for 
the elders from Ephefus, and look bis leave—at Tyre 
and Ctfareaexas clffnaded from going to Jerufalemi but 
proceeded thither—complied with JewiJh prejudices— 
iiffanltcd by a mob—taken into cujlody of the Romans 
—addreffed the people^ but furipujly oppofed—arraigned 
before the Sanhedrim. 

The page of hiftory has Celebrated the charadlers of 
many, who fhewed uncommon ardour In fpreadlng 
devaftation and mlfery, whilft they pafTed from king¬ 
dom to kingdom. Such were Alexander and Celar i 
who, however Uluftrious dicir names have appeared, 
were no other than the oppreflbrs and murderers of 
mankind. How different the Apbftle of Clirift! 
His wifdom, zeal, and courage, were fuperior to 
thofe of the moll admired heroes; and die motives 
of his conduct were noble and excellent, but their’s 
fordid and bafe. We obferve liim continually plan¬ 
ning frelh fchemes, and burning with eager defire, 
to carry the Gofpcl from nation to nation, in defiance 
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of all difficulties and dangers : and it is obvious, that 
lie was aduatcd, not by^ the profpefl of temporal 
emolument, dominion, or any carnal gratification, but 
by the purcll affedt ion, of which the mind is fulceptible, 
lo /c to God and Co the whole human race. 

Krom what we have already fecn of the extreme 
violence of pcrfecution, to which St. was expofed 
in the caufc of Chrifi, it rnight be thought that he would 
foon be difcoiiragcd, and decline all further exertions. 
Doubtk'fs, this would have been the cafe, had he not 
been upheld by a divine fiippoit, and animated by a 
full convidlion of tlic truth and excellence of thofe 
dodtrines, which he preached. But wc fiiall fiill be¬ 
hold him preffing on to new fervices j like an un- 
daunted conqueror, dijradsfied with former vidorics, 
and eager to fubdue many more and far iliilant cities 
and kingiloms, whatevef dangers or elcaths miglu feem 
to obftnidl his way. 

A. 9. ^ ^ bim, after Ins journey to Jcnifalem, 

confirming the churches of Afia. That objedb 
being accomplifiicd, he returnee! to K[)helus, a place 
of confiilerablc note,' but extremely addidled to ido- 
latiy and fenfual cxcelTes. Here he took up his 
abode for fome dme, and by his labours a large Ib- 
ciety of Chriftiani was formed, to whom he after¬ 
wards addrefled an invaltiablc Kpiftle, which is dill 
extant. 

Here he found certain difciples, inftrudled in the 
tlodlrine and baptifm of John, yet not acquainted 
with that abunelant effufion of the Holy Spirit, which 
had been granted as tlic blcfled fruit and evidence 

of 
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of our Lord’s afcenfion *. But, by the Impofition 
of the Apoftle’s hands, the iame miraculous influences 
were conferred on them, which other churches had 
received. Thijs a glorious atteftation was given to 
the Gofpel at Ephefus; and, probably, others were 
thereby induced to become obedient to the faitli. There 
may be many fincerc believera, in a great meafurc ig¬ 
norant of the extent of thofc privileges, to which tliey 
are admitted in Chrift Jefiis. We enquire of them, 
as Paul of the i'.phefians, “ Unto what were ye 
baptized and wc exhort them to pray earnertly, 
that they may be favotircd with large communications 
of that light, and ftrength, and comfort, which God 
liath proniiled, and is willing to beftow upon his 
people. 

The Apoftle opened his commiflion in the fyna- 
gogue of the Jews, and endeavoured for tlwcc months 
together, by argument and perfuafion, to bring thenr 
into fubjeftion to the kingdom of God. But fuch was 
the perverfenefs of that people, that at length he de¬ 
clined all connection with them j and, removing from 
the fynagogue to a public fchool in the city, he there 
Continued, for the fpace of two years, to prolecute tlie 
great objed of his miniftry. During that period op¬ 
portunity was given, to the inhabitants of the neigh¬ 
bourhood, as well as to the Ephefians, to hear his tef* 
tiinonyi and the knowledge of (alvation was diffuied in 
an extenfive manner. It pleafed God to confirm his 
dodrinc by many furprifing miracles: difeafes were in- 
ftantly removed, and evil Ipirits difpoirefled. 


* Afts xix, I, See. 
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Ceftairt wandering Jews,' pretending to the power 
©/■expelling demons, we're defirous to imitate St. Paul, 
ond accordingly, in their adjurations, made ufe of the 
name of Jefus. They had obferved !he wonders it had 
wrought, whilft they knew not its true efficacy, or werfi 
impelled by fmiftcr motives to apply and pervcit it. 
A remarkable inftance of this kind ociurred in the feven 
fons of a jewiffi prieft: they confpired together for 
the purpofe, but were baffled ih their fcheme, and 
nearly deftroyed by the man, whom tliey prefumptu- 
ourty attempted to cure. The Lord Chrift is not 
to be trifled with. He will not give his fandion to 
the devices of hypocrites, and Iboner or later will 
deted their perfidy. It is vain, it is dangerous, for 
tliofc, who arc ftrangers to his charader and live in 
difobedicnce to his ai^thority, to profefs an attach¬ 
ment to his perfon. Though they may feem to take 
his part, in oppofidon to Satan, and to plead his caule, 
by writing or preaching in defence of the Gofpel, 
they are not likely to fuccccd better than ** the feven 
fons of Sceva.” Their efforts, probably, will not 
avail for the deliverance of others, and will certainly 
turn to their own confufion. 

The defeat of ihefe arrogant pretenders to a con- 
nedion with the Saviour engaged the public notice 
at Ephefus, and lUmped greater credit upon the 
Gofpel and the miniftry of the Apoftle. Men were 
ftruck with an awful regard for . the Lord Jefus, and 
afraid of provoking him by diffimulation. Convinced 
of the finfulncfs of their magical arts, they burned 
thofe very books, from which they had derived their 
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former gains, and which tlicy might tlien luvc fnk{ 
for an immenfe fum. This'was done in the opei> 
view of the town; and it is remarked as an evidence 
of the glorious efficacy and triumphant luccefs of the 
Gofpel. It is, indeed, ** miglity through God to tlie 
pulling down of ftrong lioldS Where its power 
is felt, every profane praftice will be renounced, and 
even the love of money will be fubJued. Have we given 
fuch a proof of otir fubmiflion to Chrift ? Are we wil¬ 
ling to forfake thofe ocaipations and habits, though 
moft profitable, wlucli cannot be retained with a good 
conlcience ? Ah! how many rejeft the wortl of 
God and perilh eternally, becaufe they are determined 
to liold faft their unjuft gains! “ Fifty thoufand 

pieces of filver,” and the accuftomed means of fub- 
lirtcnce, were facrificed by thefe Ephcfians: let thofe, 
v/ho are attaclrcd to the world, fay, if that principle 
be not moft potent, which can produce fuch uncom¬ 
mon eftefts. 

During St. Paxd’s abode at Ephefus, he was not 
unmindful of his friends and brethren at a diftanco. 
He meditated frclli fcrviccs in other places, and burixtd 
with an eager defire, not only to vifit the churche.s 
which were far feparated from each other, but to 
carry the glad tidings of falvation even to Rome, tiie 
metropolis of the world. For the prefent, fince he pro¬ 
longed his ftay, he fent as his lubftitutes, into Macedo¬ 
nia, two of his beloved companions, I'imotliy and 
Eraftus. About this time, probably, he wrote his firft 
Epiftic to the Corinthians, in which he mentions his 
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ficuation at Ephefus, as affording' him opportunities 
of cxtenfive ufcfulnefs, though attended with violent 
oppofition: “ A great door and cfEbdtual is opened 
unto me, and tlierc are many adverfaries*.” 

Satan may be expefted to ufe his ftrongeft efforts, 
by ftirring up his zealous agents to icfift the Gofpcl, 
when his kingdom is fhaken, and the pillars thereof 
tremble.” In moft places there are fome perfons, 
who, from their peculiar employments or connexions 
in life, fuppofe their intcreft will be injured by die pro- 
grefs of true religion. Their chief emoluments, and 
even dicir fubfiftcncc, may feem to depend upon the 
folly and wickednels of odiers: and therefore, when 
the word of God comes widi power, and turns men 
from their evil ways, thefe people, perceiving their 
“ craft is in danger to te fet at nought,” will raife a 
grievous outcry. 

This was the cafe at Ephefus. Demetrius, who 
derived large profits from the idolatrous worfiiip of 
Diana, ftirred up a furious mob againft Paul and his 
companions. Tlie Apoflle would have ventured into 
the midft of the tumult, to addrefs them on the fub- 
jcX j but lie was prevailed on by his friends to confuJc 
his fafety: and his example teaches us, that a prudent 
regard to our own prefervation is confiftcnt with die 
warmeft zeal. 

At length, the town-clerk or recorder of the city 
appeafed the violence-of the multitude, which tlireat- 
ened very ferious confequenccs. He argued not on 
principles of religion, but, os a man whofc natural dif- 

* I Cor. xvU 8, 9. 
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cretion fuggeded the ncceffity of moderation, perfuadcd 
them through motives of inttreft to defift from their 
outrageous proceedings. We perceive the hand of 
God even in fuch, events. ** He ftillcth tlie noife of tlie 
li as, and,” 'whac is equally untradable, “ the tumult 
of the people ' His avowed enemies come forwaixi 
to promote his purpofes, when he is plcafed to make 
ufc of them: he frequently influences thofe, who bear 
no good will to Zion, to plead the caufe of his fervancs. 
Let our dependence, then, be fixed upon him, and not 
upon an arm of flelh. 

With a reference, probably, to this uproar, the 
Apoftlc faid, 1 have fought with beafts at Lplie- 
fus f i” and again, “ We were prefled out of mea- 
fure, above ftrength, infomuch diat we dcfpaired even 
of life: but we had the fentence of death in our- 
fclves, tliat we Ihould not truft in ourfclves, but in 
God which raifeth tlie dead J.” Ah 1 why do wc 
Ihrink from danger, while we are engaged in tlie 
work of fuch a Maftcr ? Let us contemplate tlie 
illuilrtous pattern before us, and be animated, by the 
view of his patience, faith, and courage, to endure 
to the end. 

A.D. became expedient for Paul to quit his 
lituation at Ephefus, and therefore, having taken 
an afFc£kionate leave of the difciples there, he di- 
re6ted his courfe tq Macedonia §. Ever intent upon 
his work, he preached and^ exhorted from place to 
place, and thus pafTed on to die fouthern parts of 
Greece. In the midft of various dUlreffes, inward 

*Pral. Ixv. 7. fiCor. XT. 32. {sCor. 1.1,9. §Adsxx. i,&c. 
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as weJl as outward, he prolrcuted -^is journey to 
Corinth: and, having’ ipent three months in that 
neighbourhood, when he was prevented by a defign 
upon his life from embarking to Syria, he returned 
through Macedonia, and failed from JPhilippi to Troas. 
There he remained fevtn days, and on the firft day 
of the week delivered with peculiar’ energy an addrels 
to the difciples, who were afllcmblcd for the celebra¬ 
tion of the Lord’s fupper. It fhould feem, that, as 
he was “ ready to depart on the morrow,” he was 
induced, under the thoughts of leaving them, to pro - 
trail the fervice to an uncommon length: “ he con¬ 
tinued his fpcech until midnight.” The more deeply 
our hearts arc affeiled with divine things, and the 
ftronger arc our impreflions of the love of Chrift, 
we fliall be more eagprly defirous both to declare and 
hear the glorious truths of the Gofpel. The men of 
the world may wonder and revile: bur, wJiilc they 
devote days and weeks to the purfuit of vain pleafures, 
let us not think a few hours too much to be employed 
in fpiritual exercifes. 

The Chriftians at Troas met in an upper room, 
and it is remarked by the hiftorian, that they had many 
lights: their reli|;ious aficrablics, therefore, were not 
held in the dark, as fomc have malicioufly infinuated. 

I 

On the occafion now mentioned, a young man, inat¬ 
tentive probably to the Apoftic’s exhortations, was 
overpowered with fleep, and, falling to the ground 
from the window in which he fat, was taken up dead. 
This circumftancc produced confufion and diftrefs in 
the congregation, till Sc. Paul, having embraced the 
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body in falch ^nd prayer, reftored it to life. We la¬ 
ment, that there arc among ourfelves fuch numerous 
mftances of drowfy worfhippers, perfons pretending, at 
leaft, to join in tHe divine ordinances, but fo liftlefs and 
ftupid, that much of the (hort time allotted to die fer- 
licc feems to be numbered away.' Some may pleatl 
their infirmities bf the prolixity of the preacher; but 
the praaice is not to be juftified. It betrays a want 
of true fpiritual vigour, and a fad negka, if not con¬ 
tempt, of God, which muft be highly ofFenfive to 
Him. Who would not be afraid of falling down dead 
in fuch a ftace. and where no revival, like that of Eu- 
tychus, could be expeaed? Who does not tremble 

at the thought of being thus fummoned to die tri¬ 
bunal of Heaven ? 

The Apoftlc refumed his (.Ufeourfe, and was not 
willing to part from his dear fi icnds till break of day 
They fpent the whole night in fweet communion 
with God and with each other. How rare an exam 
pie of zeal and love! At length he left the place 
and, for one ftage at leaft, ciiofe to travel on foot! 
He affcaed no pomp, and probably, in profecutino- 
his journey by himfelf, wifoed to fecurc feme time fo^ 
retirement. At Aflbs he joined his companions, with 
wliom he took flup, and, having mucJicd at different 
towns on the fea coaft, came to Miletus. He haftened 
to Jerufalem, and therefore, that he might not be 
detained by the tender importunities of his Chriftian 
brethren at Ephefus, he pafTed by that city. He fent 
however, for the elders of their church to Miletus* 
and addreffed Iiimfclf to them in a folemn and pathetic 
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wanner, giving tliem his laft charge, and fuggcfting 
fuitable inftruftions for the execution of their im¬ 
portant office. 

He appealed to their knowledge and obfervation 
of his condud, for a proof of his, integrity, meek- 
nefs, diligence, and zeal, in the excrcife of his mi- 
nillry amonglt them., He reminded them of the 
fklclity and ciirncftncfs with which he had preached, 
iind of the grand fubjeds on which he had infilled, 
repentance and faith. He informed them, tliat he 
was going, under a ftrong impulfc of the Spirit, to 
Jerufalcm, and, though ignorant of the event, had 
received pofidvc and repeated afliirances, that bonds 
and affiiCUons awaited him tlierc. Yet he declareil, 
tliat, far liom being daggered by the profpod, he 
valued not life itfelf, protnded he could finifh liis 
courfc with joy, and fulhl his miniftry by an extenfive 
propagation of the Goljjel. 

He affirmed, chat they were then looking upon 
him for the lad time, and exhorted them to confidtr, 
that, as he had delivered to tliem the whole Chridian 
fydem witiiout referve, he ffiould dand acquitted 
before God, whatever might become of the people 
tor whom he had laboured, and that they mud an¬ 
swer for their o?vn fouls. He charged tliem, there¬ 
fore, to maintain a condant care over tliemfelves and 
every part of die flock committed to diem, remem¬ 
bering from whom they had received their appoint¬ 
ment, and how dear to God was dwt Church, “ which 
He had purchafed with his own blood.” He warned 
them of falle and dedniftive teachers, who would 
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foon arife and excite difturbances, and prefled upon 
them the duty of unceafing vigilance. He, then com¬ 
mended them all to God and to the word of his 
grace, cxpreffing the moft carncft dcfircs for their fpi- 
ritual advancemenp and Anal ialvation, and propofed 
for their imitation his own example of diligence, difm- 
tei elledncfs, fclf-dcnial} and b;pnevolent attention to 
the poor. 

The feparation was truly affefting. Upon his 
bended knees he offered up his fervent fuppliqations 
for them, whilft they with many tears wept over 
him and embraced him. We wonder not at their 
diftrefs, as they were affured, that they Ihould fee his 
face no more, no more Ijc favoured with his miniftra- 
tions, his counftls, or prayers. They accompanied 
him to the ihip, to bid him the laft farewejl, and then, 
as it were by violence, he was torn from them, 

May we not afk. Is there any thing in this ad- 
drefs like the language of an impoflor ! Do we not 
perceive the cleared; marks of an upright man, and 
of a meflengcr from Heaven ? O that all the am- 
bafladors of Chrifl may partake of his fpirit, be lefs 
attentive to the world, and more mindful of their 
important office! O that, like him, they may feel a 
generous concern for the people of tbeir charge, and 
be felicitous to feed them with the wholefome doctrines 
of God’s word! May jefus, their exalted Lord, en-? 
due them with all neceflTary wifdom, ftrength, and zeal, 
and prolper their exertions for his own glory! May 
he teach and enable them to “ take heed unto them- 
felvcs and to all the flock 1 ” So will they " not Ihun 
4 to 
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to declare all the counfcl of God,” and, when they 
clofc their lervices on cafth, it will infpire them with 
gratitude and joy, to be alTured that they are “ pure 
from the blood of all men.” ’ 

Paul failed from Miletus, and, having pafTed by 
fevefal places, landed at Tyre, where he found fomc 
dear followers of the Saviour, and’ *coatinued with 
them levcn days *. In that city certain perfons, under 
a prophetic impulfo, wained him of danger, and en¬ 
treated him not to proceed to Jcrufalem. But, being 
confident that duty called him, he did not flirink from 
his purpole. Having taken a folemn leave of his 
friends, with whom he was not alhamed to kneel down 
in prayer upon the fca Ihorc, he purfued his journc-y. 
He flopped to pay his refpefts to the Chriftians at 
Pcolemais, and then advanced to Cefarea, where he was 
gueft to Philip the Deacon and Evangelift. 

There he received more exprefs information of the 
difficulties, which awaited him: Agabus foretold, 
that he fhould be bound, imprlfoncd, and delivered 
over to the Roman power. He was therefore moft 
earneftly defired by his companions in travel, as well 
as by the brethren at Cefarea, to give up his inten¬ 
tions of vifidng JenilMem. But, as no dangers could 
intimidate his mind, he would' not yield to tlteif en¬ 
treaties. Had he, then, no regard for his friends? 
Yesj and on that account he felt a fcvcrc conflidt. He 
was not afraid to meet perils and death; but he could 
not bear to fee thofe, whom he loved, overwhelmed 
with difirtTs. He e-led out, “ What mean ye to 
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weep, and to break mine heart? for I am ready, 
not to be bound only, bu«f alfo to die at Jerufaiem 
for the name of the Lord Jefus.” This Ihews, that 
he poflefled the tendereft afFeftions, and that he de¬ 
termined to porfevere in his purpofe, only from a 
fupreme regard to the Saviolir, whom he ferved. The 
forrowful fujipltdants defifted, and with humble fub- 
.miffion referred the event to God. 

Docs not a fenfe of our indolence and timidity co¬ 
ver us with fhame, while' we contemplate St. Paul’s 
unwearied exertions and willingnefs to lay down 
life itfelf in his Mailer’s caufe ? Do we not value our 
friends, our eafe, liberty, and fafety, far more than tlie 
lionour and favour of Chrift ? If his love conftrain us, 
in any meafure as it did tlic Apoftle, why do we be¬ 
tray fo much hefuation and rfluCfance in purfuing the 
plaineft path of duty, merely becaufe certain difflcul- 
ties feem to obftruft our progrefs? 

St. Paul, then, arrived at his journey’s end, and 
took up his abode at Jerufaiem with Mnafon, an old 
difciple. There lie met with a cordial reception 
from t!ie church; and, having lelzed tlie carlieft 
opportunity of vifiting St. James, lie related to him, 
in the prcfence of all the elders^ how the work of 
< Tod had been carrictl on by his miniftry among the 
Gentiles. His account excited their gratitude and 
joy; but they warned him, that, glorious as his fuc- 
cefs had been, the flrongeft prejudices prevailed in 
his Jewilh brctliren againft him. It was generally 
underftood, that he every where encouraged the Jews 
to nrglcft and forfakc the Mofaic law. They ad- 
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vifed him therefore, with the view of filencing ob- 
jeftors, to join himfelf publicly with four pcrfons, 
who were bound by a particular vow to certain ritual 
obfervances, and to fubmit to all the ceremonies, 
appointed for fuch a purpofe. The Apoftle complied, 
not through a finful fear, or a temporizing Ipirit, 
but in order that he might not wounti any weak con- 
fciences, and, by conforming in matters merely in¬ 
different, might gain the more to the love and fervice 
of Chrift. 

Such was his condefeending and tender regard to 
the infirmities and miftakes of others. But how 
culpable was tiiat hafty and uncharitable difpofition, by 
which many titoufand believers were ready to take 
up an exception againft a charafter, fo eminent and 
fo lionoured as St. Pau!>! Sliall we wonder, when we 
perceive fometliing of the fame vehemence and bigotry 
among Chriftians in our own day ? Yet, furcly, we 
fliould lament, that, through mifconceptioh and raffi 
judgment, they are frequently inclined to fufpedb and 
condemn each other. And we ought to beware for 
ourfelves, left we enterttin or receive an unfavourable 
opinion of a brother, without juft grounds. 

Paul had begun to comply with the ceremonial 
inftitutions in the temple j when fuddenly a violent 
tumult was raifed by certain Jews from Afia, who with 
great impctuofity exclaimed againft him, as an enemy 
to their nation and religion. By their bafe mifre- 
prefentations the people were excited to fuch a de¬ 
gree of rage, that the whole city was thrown into 
confufion, and the Apoftle expofed to imminent dan¬ 
ger. 
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ger. They feized aiul beat him, and were aftually 
meditating his death, when'Lylias, tlie Roman offi¬ 
cer, interpofed with an armed body, and refeued him 
out of their hahds. It was with extreme difficulty, 
even tlten, tliat chc efcaped their fury. At the com¬ 
mand of the captain, the Ibldiers bound him, and 
conduced himVs'a prilbncr.and a malefactor into the 
caftle, while the infatuated mob cried out, " Away 
with him.” 

Arc we not conftrained to lament the contumelious 
ufage and conBnement of this eminent fervant of 
Chrift? We may be difpofed to afk, why the Lord 
iliould permit thofe, who are dear to himfelf, to be 
fo infulted and opprefTed, and the moll zealous ad¬ 
vocates for his caufe to be prevented from profc- 
cuting their fchemes of ufefulijefs in his Church. But 
alas I we are Ihort-fighced creatures, and ffiould not 
prefume to cenfure or comprehend the conduft of 
Jehovah. His way is in the fca, and his path in the 
great waters, and his footfteps are not known 
Yet we are aflured, that thefe very affliftions, which 
Ibr a feafon cut off tlie Apoftle &om the public ex- 
erctle of his minilby, eventually promoted the ad¬ 
vancement of the Gofpel f. Our fears for the fafety 
of the ark are groundlefs. Let us cheerfully leave 
the care of it os God, and commit ourielves and 
the concerns of all his people to his fovereign dif- 
pofal. Whatever unfavourable or painful circum- 
ffances may arife, let us look in faith and prayer for 
a happy iffue. 

• Pfal. Ixxvit. 19. f Phil. i. 12—14. 
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St.- Paul was now in chains, but before he was 
committed to prifon, he obtained permlflion of the 
captain to addrefs the people in his own defence *. 
He began with declaring his cxtrafllon, cducadon, 
and manner of life, and appealed td them who had 
known him, for a proof of his former hatred and 
violent perfccution of (he Golpel. He delivered a 
minute account of his converfion, of the Apoftolic 
commiflion he had received from Chrift to preach 
among all nations, and of die injunftion given him in 
a trance to depart from Jerulalem. He had wilhed 
to continue in that city, expeding that his minlflry 
would be parricularly fuccefsful among thole, who 
had been wltncfles of his oppofition to the faith. But 
Jefus, by his fovcrcign authority, commanded him 
to carry the meflage peace to the Gentiles at a 
(liHance. 

This open and ingenuous narradve of the Apoftle 
feemed well calculated to imprefs the minds of the 
audience. His boldnefs in maintaining the Go^l 
before them, who had once known Iiim as a blaf- 
phemcr and a perfecutor, is a llrong evidence of its 
truth. But, though they could not deny his af- 
fertions, they we»e not convinced. The moft ftrik- 
ing fafts, the moft folid reafoning, and eloquent per- 
fuafions, will not be llifficient to fubdue the human 
heart, unlefs God himfelf put forth his power, and 
make ufe of them for that purpofe. 

The Jews liftened to the preacher, till he men-' 
doned his milTion to the Gentiles; but this they 


• .Acts X-xii. I, See. 


could 



4^3’0 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

could not bear. Such was their contempt and ha¬ 
tred of all other people, that they concluded a teacher 
from Heaven would never be fent among the Hea¬ 
then nations. The pretenfion appeared to them litde 
Ihort of blafphemy. They ftiewed every mark of 
indignation and abhorrence; tore off their clothes, 
and caft duft ihtb the air, crying out, “ Away with 
fuch a fellow from the earth; for it is not fit that 
he Ihould live.” Then indeed he was “ made as the 
filth of the earth, and the ofF-fcouring of all things 
If we likewife Ihould meet with the moft Injurious 
treatment, let us not wonder or complain, when we 
perceive with what outrageous violence this man of 
God was rejefted. 

The Roman captain fccured him, and, not under- 
ftanding the ground of the oppofidon, fuppofing that 
he muft have committed fome great offence, com-' 
manded him to be examined by fcourging, that a 
confeflion might be extorted. But Paul efcaped die 
cruel torture, by pleading his privilege as a Roman 
citizen; and it Ihould feem that the officer had ex¬ 
ceeded his authority in binding him. Lyfias, how¬ 
ever, was defirous to obtain clearer information of the 
bufmefs, and therefore, on the da^ following, con¬ 
vened the great council of the Jews for the trial of 
the prifoner according to their particular cuftoms. 
There, for the prefent, we leave him, arraigned before 
the Sanhedrim, the objeft of their profene dcrifion and 
contempt, yet not afraid of their terror, nor afhamed 
of the name of Jefus, in whom he believed, 

• I Cor. iv. 13. 
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How much may we leam from this example! 
When we look at his patient perfeverancc in tlie 
fervice of Chrift, and refleft on our own inaftivity, 
well may we cover our faces, and hide them in the 
duft. How little are any of us doings in comparifon 
of this zealous Apoftlc! 'And fhall we not be ani¬ 
mated, by a view of his^ conduft, to .^e more bold 
and vigorous, while we maintain our profcITicm of 
tlie Golpel againft all its oppofers ? Uftert not to 
the foolifh reprefentations of thofe, who would per- 
fuade you, that all fervour in religion is hypocrify, 
fanaticifm, or madnefs, and that every thing, better 
than lifeleft formality, is an unneceflTary ftridnefs, 
a weak fcrupulofity, or a dangerous innovation. If 
you would be governed by the fiifliionable principles 
of the age, you muft ^eep at a diftance from the 
leaft imitation of St. Paul, and, wherever you dif- 
cover a rcfemblancc of his Ipirit, you muft condemn 
it as a ridiculous precifenefs. You muft give up all 
earneft contention for right doiftrines, and all the ar¬ 
dour of devotion j you muft affirm that faith is nothing 
but fancy, and laugh at the mention of fpiiitual peace, 
and communion with God through the Holy Ghoft, 
as a vdn delufion. O how much better is it to fufler 
like the Apoftle in (lefence of the truth, than tlius to 
facrifice confcicnce to intereft or reputation ! 

But, if you arc the moil lively, diligent, and ufe- 
ful members of the Church, the brighteft ornaments of 
die Chriftian profeflion, you may learn from St. Paul 
to place no dependence on your own atte.inments/ Like 
him, you fhouid picferve a conftant fenfe of your un- 

worthlnefs. 
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worthinefs, and afcribe all the excellency of your belt 
principles and performances <to the ^dtifylng influence 
of God’s Spirit. When he confldered, what talents 

he poireiTed, and what an eminent ftatlon he filled, his 

✓ 

humble and deyout acknowledgment was, I am no> 
thing:”—not I, but the. grace of God which was 
with me*.’* He renounced even his uncommon la- 
hours and extenfive iervices, as of no avail in the 
point of acceptance with God: he gloried only in the 
crofs of Chrifl, as procuring pardon and peace, and 
exulted as being “ complete in Him.’* It will be dif¬ 
ficult, we allow, confidering your corrupt nature* to 
exert yourfclvcs to the utmoft for the advancement of 
taith and righteoufnefs, and yet with unfeigned humi¬ 
lity to call all your works at the feet of Jcflis, milling 
wlioUy in the efficacy of his lacrificc and the merit of 
his‘*obedience. But no ocherwife can you maintain 
any well-grounded hope cowards God. Your moft 
admired duties, if not done in &ich, will be rgcfled 
with abhorrence, and it will be faid at the lad, ” Who 
hath required thefe at your hands?” 

May the Lord Jclus Chrift, therefore, be exalted 
in our edimation, as ** the end of the laW for righto- 
oufncfsl” With his holy Apodle, may wc ** re¬ 
joice in Him, and have no confidence in the flelh 1” 

Amen. 

* i Cor. lii. 11. i Cor. xv. to. 
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Paul made his defence hftire the Sanhedrim-^coutaged 
hy a ’otfioH^orfpired agmf^Jent to Cejaret>-there 
yieaded his ea^e hfore Felix, and afterwords before 
Fefius^^ofpealed to Cejar’^brought, and permitted to be 
his vwn apohgtfl, before king Jgrippa. 

It was predt&ed by our Lord, due hi^ Apoftles 
fhould be Ivoughc before governors and kings for his 
fake *: but ic does not appear, that any of them was 
called to this honour, fo much as St Paul. The 
great men of the earth, indeed, ihewed no defire to 
be acquainted with his do^ne, nor was he admitted 
to audience in his proper charafler, as an ambalTador 
from Heavoi; but he was condufled inm their pre> 
fence as a criminaL How myfterious are the ways of 
Providence! Paul was cafl; into bonds, in order that 
he might declare the truth of the Gofpel to magiftrates 
and princes. W* ihall now behold him in this very 
ficuation, arraigned before powerful and malicious 
enemies, yet, without dmidity or painful anxiety 
for hlmfelf, mc^ eameftly fblicitous to &ve the fouls 
of his hearers. O for the fame bold and difinterefted 
fpirit in all the miiplters of ChriA! This would be 

* J 4 att.x. |8. 
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the blighted ornament of their prodlTiont and the 
dronged recommendation of die religion, which they 
preach. 

The Apodle was a priibner at Jerufakm> in the 
eudody of Romao foldiers. . He had been with diffi¬ 
culty refcucd out of the hands of a Jewilh mob> 

which was incen&d againd him i and, the Sanhedrim 

^ * 

being fumnvoned for hk trial/ he proceeded to make 
defence. He maint^ed before the council the 
integrity of his heart and conduA, though he had 
been apprehended and accufed as a criminal*.' His 
countenance, as welJ^ as his fpeech, betokened a holy 
hrmnefs and intrepidity, the cfieA of confcious in¬ 
nocence, and the amriiating influences of the divine 
Spirit. The hig^i pried, the prcfidcnt of die court, 
commanded him, in violation of aM the fbnns of juf- 
rice, to be Ihiitten on the mouth, evidently ihewing a 
determination to dlcnce him, or to hear nothing in 
his fliVour. The Apodle, however, not indmidated 
by fuch violent and injurious ufage, reprehended’ his 
judge, and folemnly declared that God would fhortly 
punilh him for lus bafe hypocrify. It leems, that there 
was an improper warmth of temper in the repioof: 
Paul immediately acknowledged, that he was not aware 
of dircAing Ins cenfure againd the hig^ pried. The 
intemperatCv exercife of power was with him do argu- 
snent for icfidance to authority, or dtlre^ie^ lo offi^. 
Yet, donbcled, he fpake by a prephedc impulfej and, 
according to his icntence, God did foon afterwards 
** finite that whited wall” by a fingular dedredtionr 

* Afts xxiii. I, &c. 
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I'he example! as it ought not. To it tmaat be {) 1 eaded 
in juftification of infolcnfcc* or refchtment toiwds ma- 
giftrates: St. Paul himfelf was folicifous to guard 
againfb fuch an abufe of his. condu^. He felt and 
bowed in fubmiflion to tlie command of the ftriptures, 
** Thou ihalt not fpcak ‘evil of the ruler of diy peo¬ 
ple*.” ' Be it our concern to “ Hve^n all good con- 
fclence before God i” a6d then let us meekly com¬ 
mit to him the event of groundlels and malicious 
accufadons. 

A prudent device of the Apoftle difconCerted the 
meafures of his adverfaries for that time. He per¬ 
ceived, that the aflcmbly confiftcd partly of Pharifccs, 
and partly of Sadducecs, who differed widely in their 
fentiments, efpccially concerning the refurreftion of the 
dead. He therefore declared himfelf attached to the feft 
of the Pharilees, and affirmed that for his defence of 
their leading doArine he then Hood arraigned before 
them. As many as were of this perfualion, immedi¬ 
ately fhewed an inclinadon to favour him, and pro- 
pofed his difniifflon. But fo warm were the debates 
occafioned by the fubje£t, which he had ftarted, that 
the council was thrown into’ the utmoll: confulinn. 
The Roman officer began to fear for the fafoty of his 
prifoner, and, that he might not fuffcr through the 
fiercenefs of die dilputants, inmrpofed with an armed 
force for his detiverance, and conducted him back 
again to the caftle. The I^rd focures his people, 
amidft violent oppofidon, by various ways. Some¬ 
times he protects them, by permitting their enemies 

* Exod. xxii. 29 . 
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to be divided and Incenf^ againft each other. The 
hatred and variances araon^ wicked tnen are fre¬ 
quently ib great, chat they cannot unite in any fehemes 
for perfecuting die'Church, as otheiwife they would. 
Thus ** the wrath of man ihall praife God,*' and pro¬ 
mote the purpofes of his fovercign pleafure. 

Our Apoftle 'femuned in , clofe conBnement, dif- 
treifecl, probably, by gloomy apprelvenfuns, as if he 
were cut off from all further opportunities of uleful- 
neis. The following night, however, the Lord gra- 
cloufly appeared in a vUion 10 encourage and animate 
him, by an affurance chat he fhould flill continue hb 
labours in the Goipe], and bear his tellimony even at 
Rome, the imperil city. How tender arc the com- 
paffions of our God towards his afBitfled people! In 
general, when their troubles^ increafc upon them, 
** their confolatioii alfo aboundeth by Chrift 
What, then, have they to fear? Or, what can man do 
againft them ? If the Lord declare his approbation, 
and fay to them, as he did to Paul, “ Be of good 
cheer,'* they fhould account it a fuificient compenfa- 
tion for their fevereft perfecutions, and be imboldened 
to fece a hoff of enemies. 

Frefli dangers awaited the Apoftle at Jerufalem. 
Such was the fury of his oppofers, that more than 
forty of them entered into an impious condnnation, 
and bound themfelves under a curfe m take away his 
life. Lven the cluef priefts and elders concurred in the 
murderous deBgn. But, though the horrid plan m^ht 
feem to be well concerted, it was detected and defeated 

• 3 Cot.i. 5. 
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by the Providence of God. A young man, t^rly 
related to St. Paul, being apprized of the fchcme, 
carried information of it to the Roman officer j in 
conlcquence of wWch the prifoncr was immediately 
removed, and fent under a ftrong ’guard to Cefarea. 
His acciifers, alfo, were commanded to follow him, 
that the matter might there be fairly inveftigated before 
Felix the governor. 

It may appear ftrangc, that one, whofe heart glowed 
■with benevolence and a defirc of promoting univcrflxl 
happinefi, ftiould be purfued with fuch malignity and 
rage, as if he had been the vileft of his fpecies and the 
peft of fociety. But in the oppofirion, which was made 
to lilin and other eminent faints, a ftriking proof of hu¬ 
man depravity is exhibited. Whilft they were treated 
with contempt and abhorrence, for righteoufnefs’ fake, 
it is obvious that the God, whom they ferved, was 
d'lpiled and hated: and indeed, this enmity of the 
carnal mind agalnft God is the grand foiircc and caufe 
of I jerfemtion, v/lwtever m.-iy be pretended. But fhall 
the faithful followers of Chiift be intimidated? No; 
it i.s their privilege to maintain peace and joy, in de¬ 
pendence on their Almighty Redeemer. But “ they 
tiut hate the righteous fhall be dciblate.” Their 
wilcll plans fhall turn to their own confufion. While 
tliey “ take counfcl together,—He that fitteth in the 
heavens fhall laugh j the Lonl fhall luvc them in dc- 
riuon Paul was refened from his finioirt adver- 
iarics at Jcrufalem, by die very confpiracy for his 
deftruftlon. They tliruft fore at him, tliat he might 

• I’fal. ii. a, 4. 
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6Ui tut the Lord helped Kim*.”, Let others b« 
encouraged from his cafe. ** Vry out and fliout, thou 
inhabitant of Zion; for great is the Holy One of 
Ifejcl in the midfl of thee j-.” 

St. Paul was fecured in Herod’s palace at Cefarea,, 
till his accufers came. AfteV a few days, the high 
prieft and other* 'members of the Sanhedrim, wilt 
Tertullus, an infidious counfellor, at their, head^ ap¬ 
peared againd him, and produced their charge before 
Felix J. The orator addrefled the Roman governor 
in terms of the bafcft flattery, complimcnring him 
upon the wifdom and excellency of liis adminiftratipn, 
though he was notorioufly infamous for his oppreflion. 
He then inveighed agatnft the prifoner, as having ex¬ 
cited a fedicious fpirit througli the whole body of the 
Jews, polluted their temple, and taken the rooft aftive 
part in Ipreading the principles of the Nazarenes, 
who were univerfally detefted. 

The Apoftle, being permitted to anfwcr in his own 
defence, protefted his innocence, and challenged them 
to prove their allegations. He acknowledged, indeed, 
that his religious conduft was what they deemed he¬ 
retical, but maintained that it was conformable to the 
ancient feriptyres, in which he had l^een educated, and 
that his hope of a general refurreftion was no other, 
than what they themfclves allowed. He declared, that 
Ivc uniformly endeavoured to difeharge his duty both 
to God-and men, that his journey to Jerufalcm had 
been undertaken fo^ the purpofes of charity and devo- 
rion, and that his appearance in die temple had not 

• rfal. cxvlii. 13. t Ifa- 6* t Aft* xxiv. l, &c. 
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been attended with any irregular or tumultuous pro¬ 
ceedings. He, thercfiJre, called upon his prolccutors 
to produce their evidence. 

It is not probable, that you, >vho ferve the Lord 
Chrift, will efcape uojuft and malicious ccnfures, 
whatever prudence or‘benevolence you may poflefs. 
Perhaps, the way, in.which you’worftup God, may 
be reproached as herely: but be not deterred by an 
ignominious name. It may be expedient, on certain 
occafions, to vindicate your principles and conduct: 
for that end you (hould be furnilhcd with arguments t 
and, if you are truly upnght with God, you alfo, like 
the Apoftle, may be “ bold as a lion’* in the prefence 
of your accufers. Only be you felicitous to have 
always a confcience void of offence,” that you may 
not provide them vdth objeftions, or give them any 
real advantage agunll you. Sut, if your own hearts 
condemn you, and the charges of your enemies be well 
founded, what ihall we fay ? Though others attempt 
«o juftify and proteft you, you will be-a terror to your- 
felvcs, ready to flee, “ when no man purfueth*.” 

What, then, was the ilfue of the trial ? Felix de¬ 
ferred the caufe to another hearing, that he might ob¬ 
tain clearer information. He lb far, however, favoured 
the prifoner, as to aHow him fome degree of liberty, • 
and permit liim to receive tlie communications ami. 
vifiis of his friends. Nor was this the only privilege 
he met with, under his oppreflion and confinement. 
Whilfl he was in that fituation Paul was even called on 
p decl.^re ^d rp^tain tlie Chriftian faith before this 

• Prov. xxviiu i, 
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wicked governor and his adulcerous wife Drufiiia. 
They ihewed fome defirc to be acquainted with the 
doitrine of this extraordinary preacher: yet their mo¬ 
tive, probably, was mere curiofity, which die Apoftle 
did not endeavour to gratify. He aimed not to amule 
them, but to fix an arrow of eonvidion in dieir con- 
fcienccs. RegartKefs of the cyent, as to himfetf, he 
addrefled them with peculiar folemnity on fubjefb, 
which feemed calculated to awaken in them a fenfe of 
guilt, and to alarm their fears. “ He reafoned of 
rightcoufnefs” before die man, who Iiad pradifed ex¬ 
treme injuftice and oppreflion; “ of temperance" and 
chaftity before thofe, who were then living in a ftate 
of incontincncy, “ and of judgment to come," that 
they might be excited to prepare for diat awful account, 
which muft be rendered at the tribunal of heaven. 

C 

Arc we not aftoniflied at the boldncfs of the 
ApofUe, who endeavoured to bring his dignified hear¬ 
ers to repentance,, rather than conciliate their fevour 
and exculpate himfelf? But i& not this the fpirit, 
which alt the minifters of die Gofpel fhould pofiefs? 
Without any dread of confequences, they fhould de¬ 
clare to the moft exalted perfonages their guilt and. 
danger, and, inftead of ufing flattering Ipeeches, 
" warn them to flee from the wrath to come.” Who 
will ■ not acknowledge the propriety of fuch an ad- 
drefr ? The carelcis and abandoned arc often con- 
llraincd to feel the force of divine trtith. The haughty 
judge trembled under the words of the prifoner, and 
therefore haftened to clofe die interview. His heart 
was wounded widiin hiifl, and he could not conceal 
5 . its 
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Its horrors. But alas! unhappy man! he wifhed not 
to purfue the confideration of the painful fubjeft; and 
yet he was not fo obdurate, as to determine finally to 
relinquifh all thoughts of religion. He endeavoured 
to pacify his confcience, by pleading Ms numerous en¬ 
gagements at that time, and promifing.a ferious atten¬ 
tion to the preacher at ** i convenient feafon.” 

Did that feafon ever come? Alas! no: He re- 
fifted his conviftionsi and, while they were ftiflcd, 
they could not be productive of good efFefts. After¬ 
wards, indeed, he frequendy heard the Apoftle, and 
entered into converfation with him 5 but we do not 
read, that he trembled any more. He was actuated 
by covetoufnefs, and, inftcad of enquiring for falvation, 
fought to obtain a bribe, for which he would have rc- 
leafcd the prifoner. Bflt, as he failed in that attempt, 
he retained him in cuftody, though no crime had been 
proved againft him i and even after two years, when 
he was recalled from his government, he {till left him 
in bonds, merely that he might recommend himfelf to 
the Jews, What complicated iniquity was this! How 
lamentable, that the deep imprefllons, made upon his 
heart, Ihould ferve only to a^ravate his guilt! 

O Tinners, bewaie, how you trifle with your con¬ 
victions, when you are awakened to a fcnfe of your 
mifery by, the &ichful declarations of God’s word! 
Xake Felix, perhaps, you may be inclined to difmlis 
the preacher, and turn away from thofe oftenfive fub- 
jeCts, by wMch your confctences arc alarmed. Are 
you refblved, then, to caft off all thoughts of God and 
eternal things ? No: you hope that at Ibme future op¬ 
portunity ] 
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portunity you lhall be more at liberty to attend to 
your fpirltual concerns. Ah! Sirs, what means this 
procraitinadon ? Is not your ihort life luftening to a 
clofe? Is not judgment approaching? May you not 
be fuddenly called to die tribunal of heaven ? Or, may 
you not, by your unwillingnefs to lubmit, provoke 
God to leave you to your own devices, and to lay in 
righteous indignation, ** Let them alone?” To what 
other feafon are you looking ^rwards ? Or what can 
be fo convenient as the prefent ? Do not, therefore, 
delay the important bufinefs. Yield to your con- 
viflions; flop not your ears againft die truth, but 
dcfire to feel its full influence; and foon will your 
horrors and diftrefling apprehcnfions give place to the 
livelieft emotions of Irope and joy. 
j), St. Paul was left at Gelarea, and the rage of 
his enemies had not yet fubfidcd. Feftus fuc- 
cceded to the government of Judea, and, upon his 
going to Jerufalem, received a powerful application 
againft the prifoner from the members of the San¬ 
hedrim *. They petitioned, that he might be fenc 
for to'jerufakm, and intended to murder him by the 
way. But the feherne was defeated. Throu^ the 
(ccrct influence of God upon hispiind, Feftus would 
not comply with die requeft. He commanded the 
accufers to attend him to Cefatea, where he himlelf 
propofed to hear and decide the caufe. There the 
trial was inftituced, and Paul ofico more put upon his 
defence. The fame groutidlefs a^^allcious charges 
were brought againft liim, as befoye^ uid he, witii his 

♦ Afts XXT. I, jfC. 


ufual 



ST. PAUL, 443 

ufual intrepidity, perfifted in alTerting his innocence. 
Still jufticc was denied hfm. The governor was dif- 
pofed not only to trifle, but even to give him up tq 
his enemies: for he propofed, d»t, according to their 
requeft, the matter Ihoul^ be tarred <o the coiuicil at 
Jerufalem. 

What, then, could the ei^ft from fuch 

arbiters ? He faw through the deOgn, and refufed to 
fubmit. He declared hU readinefs to fufTer extreme 
punifliment, if he had defervcd it, but maintwned that 
he had done no wrong. As a Roman citizen, therefore, 
he claimed the privilege of being tried before the 
|f.mperor, and boldly appealed unto Celar. This appeal, 
which ftopped or fufpended all furdier proceedings in 
the lower courts of the empire, was not the cftc<^ of 
cowardice: he did not (brink from bonds or death itfelf. 
But he has taught us, that it may be expedient for a 
CJiriltian to alicrt his civil rights, and demand the 
protcilion and immunities, which the laws of his coun¬ 
try allow him. Wc Ihould, l^owcver, beware of a 
petulant and litigious ipirit; the example before 
will not juftify a wanton oppofition to government, or 
a propenfity to contend for every little grievance. 

It was determined, then, that the caufe (hould be 
fubmitced to Cefar’s dccifion, and Paul fent as a pri- 
ibner to Rome. Thus his defire of vificing that city 
was granted, and the divine promife fulfilled, chough, 
probably, in a ycry different way from what he had^ 
expefted. But, before Jie Rood i;i the prcfcncc of the 
Fmperor, another opportunity was given him for de¬ 
claring the truths of the Gofpcl to certain perfonages 

oC 
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of exalted rankj and on that occaHon he bore^ as ufual, 
an honourable leftimohy. 

King Agrippa, who poflefled a large extent of do- 
ftiinion under the Romans, and his fifter Bernice, 
with whom it is fuppofed that he lived in a ftate of 
inceftuous commerce, came* together to pay their re- 

4 0 

Ipeifls to the new governor Feftus, During their 
continuance at Cefarea, they were made acquainted 
with the caufe of 'the Apoftlc. Feftus informed 
them, on wliat grounds he had detained this remark* 
able prifoner in bonds; but, in his relation, he evi¬ 
dently treated with contempt the Gofpel, which Paul 
preached, as confiding of unmeaning and fuperftitious 
queftlons concerning one Jefus, who was dead and yet 
was affirmed to be alive. Alas! it is obvious, from tlieir 
confufed accounts, that men do not ferioufty attend to 
the doftrincs of Chriftianity. I’hey, who feel not 
the importance of eternal things, triHc with the moft 
folemn declarations of God’s word; poflibly, they 
may confider even die deadi and refiirreftion of Chrift 
as an uninterefting ftory, and of dubious authority. 
How different arc die fentlmcnts of the real be¬ 
liever! With what fixed regard and lively joy does 
he liften to thole, who teftify of^tlic crucified and 
] ilen Saviour I This is the fubjedt, with which, above 
all others, he wllhes to be acquainted. 

Agrippa defired to iiear the fingular preacher, of 
whom h^eftus fpoke; and the next day was appointed 
for that purpofe. I he court was fummoned; the 
illuftrlous perfonages, togcdier with the principal 
officers of die arm}' and inlwbitatits of the city, at¬ 
tended : 



4 


8X. rAtJLf 


445 


tended: and Paul was brought forth to make his de- 
^nce. When the caufc had been opened by Feftus, 
Agrjppa intimated to the prifoner, that he woul^ be 
allowed the full liberty of pleading for.hlmfelf *. And 
now our eyes are turned to the ApolUe, and we are 
follcitous. to obfervC) hov he acqwrs himfclf in fuch 
an al&mbly. In this difficult ficuatioiy he ffiines with 
peculiar luftre, and exhibits the mod driking proo& 
of wifdom, comage, faithfulncfs, and zeaL Here we 
contemplate th^ Chrldian orator, addreffing his noble 
auditors with graceful eloquence, with evident marks 
of poUtenefs and learning, yet with an artled fimpli* 
city, with a tender and afiefltonate concern for tlieic 
everlading falvation. He was anxious to recommend' 
the Qofpel, rather than himrelf,.to their'&vourable re¬ 
gard. Agrippa being his principal hearer, to him 
chiefly was tills admira&le fpeech direfted. 

The Apodle, drecching forcli his hand, that he 
might engage attention by his refpeftful and earned 
manner, declared that he rgoiced in the opportunity 
of entering on his own vindication before fo compe¬ 
tent a judge, who was acquunted with the fcriptures 
and cudoms of the Jews. Having requeded a patient 
audience, he proceeded to dace what he had once been 
as a Pharifee, and what hope he then polTefled as a 
Chridian. He alleged, that this hope towards God 
through the Saviour, which was the fubjeft of pro- 
mife to the ancient ^hers, and the profefTed expedta- 
don and defire of all the Jcwifli tribes, had been the 
foie ground of his profecutlon. 1-le adverted to the 

* Aftixxvi. I, Sec, 
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doftrinc of a refurreftion, and the abfurdity of re- 
jcfting it as incredible, and< intimated that non# 
could be more prejudiced againft that or any other 
truth, than he had formerly been againft the whole 
iyftem of the Gplpel. He enlarged upon his enmity 
and bitter oppofidon to the Chriftian name, and gave 
a particular rriadon of that miraculous vifton, in 
which Jcfoa had i^peared from heaven, fubdued his 
rebelhous fprit, and commiflioned him to gO forth 
«nong the Gentiles, as a preacher o( the grand myftc- 
ries of redemption. He affirmed, that, for his obe* 
dience to that mandate, his countrymen were vio¬ 
lently incenied, and attempted his life. He devoutly 
afcribed to God his continued fupport in the dtfchargc 
of his facred fon^ion to that day; and maintained that 
Mofes and the prophets prcditfted, what he taught, 
the death and rCfurreftion of the Redeemer, and the 
offer of light and falvatlon, founded on thofe events, 
m the Jew firft, and then to the benighted Heathen. 

St. Paul evidently confidered his own converfion, 
not only as a lingular dijplay of divine mercy, but as 
an inconteftable proof of the truth of Chriftianicy} 
and therefore he was ready tipon every occafion to 
propofe it to the notice of others, for the honour of 
his God and Saviour. And furely*the account fuffi- 
ciently juftifies his conduft. Do we not allow, that 
he a£ted a realbnable and wife part, in renounc¬ 
ing his former errors and becoming a ftrenuous ad¬ 
vocate for Chrift? But are we willing to fbHow'his 
example, as for as the difference of our circumftances 
will permit ? What means our commendation of this 
8 illuftrious 
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niuftrlous chara^erj if we diiHke thofe icntiinents» 
^m{}e.rsa and prafkices, jvhicb conftituted its chief 
excellence ? 

The effect of the Apoftle’s addrejs upon two of 
hU principal hearers dcfervcs our ^ard. Feftus, 
coolidering the doftrines ^rced.as-abftrufe and Hdi* 
culous, or as enthufiaftlc jargon, congluded that the 
preacher} if an honeft man, muit certainly be de-^ 
ranged in his fenfesj though he allowed him the cre^ 
dit of being a ichplar. ;He therefurc intei'rupted the 
difcourfC} and cried aloud} “ Paul) thou art belide 
thyfelf} much learning doth malde thee mad." The 
fame obje^Uon has been often urged againft all thofe^ 
who zealouHy contend for the grand, diilinguifhing 
charaAeriftics of the Chriftian fyflem. Carelef^ inat¬ 
tentive perfons, who take no pains to examine the fiib- 
jeft, treat thelc fublirae and heavenly troths as perfectly 
unintelligible, and the H 61 ion of a difordered imagi¬ 
nation. In vindication of themfelves for rejefling 
the Gofpel, they endeavour to caft an odium upon its 
advocates, and reprefent them, however finccre they 
may be, yet as men weak or infane, whofe Acuities 
have been injured by deep thinking on certain intricate 
points. -But is the deciflon of fuch judges to be le- 
ceived ? Or fhall Vc be ihggercd by their infinua^ 
tions? Then we muft turn away with difguft from 
all, who are of Paul’s complexion, and conclude, that, 
when men come to their right minds by fubmitcing to 
the Saviour, and ftrenuouHy maintain his caufe, they 
jufUy forfeit their reputation for underftanding, and are 
no longer to be liltened to. What a wretched infa¬ 
tuation 



448* SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

tuauon is thb! Let us not be deterred by fuch invt« 
dious ceniiires, but be willing to be ** foc^s for Chrift’s 
iake *>” and welcome the reproach. 

The Apodle; replied to the charge with great ener¬ 
gy, . and yet with all proper deference; " I am not 
mad, moft noble Feftus, bgt fpeak forth the words of 
trutii and fob^nefs.” He then' turned to Agrippa, 
and, by a mafterly and fpinted addrefs, appealed to 
him, as being convinced of the which he had 
averted, and of their exadt correfpondcnce with the 
ancient predictions. As if he perceived the inward 
fieelings of his royal auditor, and would extort a con- 
fefllon, he faid,. “ King Agrippa, believed thou the 
prophets ? I know that thou believed.” Indeed, 
Agrippa's mind appeared to be deeply imprefled. He 
could not, like Fedus, deride or condemn the preacher, 
bu^ rather, was dtiix>fed to bhcome lus convert. He 
doubted not of his integrity, aflented to the doc¬ 
trines delivered, and feemed on the pmnt of yielding 
an entice compliance vnth the GoQkI. He replied, 
” Almoft thou perfuaded me to be a Chridian.” Pro¬ 
bably, he redded the force of truth, through the fear 
of temporal inconveniences. > 

Thb acknowledgment, though divourable, (hd not 
fatbfy St. Paul He was afluietb that fuch partial 
convi£lions could never fecure die dlvadon of die 
foul i and therefore he prayed, that neither the king 
nor any of the aflembly mighc reft in them. With 
tendered afledtion for all before him, he expreflfed fab 
earned dedre, that they might thoroughly enter into 
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his views, and refetr^k him, fare in the chains, which 
he then w«t: he wifhed them a}} the ha{}pinei^ bm 
none of the tfiab, which he frit. Htf e*- 

ckimed, 1 Would to God, that not onfy thou, bift 
alfo all that hear me this day, were .both alihoft and 
altogether fuch as I am<* eitcept thefc bonds.” This 
devout afplration clearly manifrftcd hfe unbounded be^- 
ftevokftce, has confidence 6f the goodnefs of his 
catife, and the bkflMnefr which he e^ricnced in the 
mWft of Aiffrrings. He was not alhamed of being 
** the prifoficr of tlie Lord,” he envied not the king 
and governor their pom^r or power > ho could not de- 
claflt his befr wifhes for them in flronger terms, thah 
by praying, that they might be brought to the fkne 
ftate of mind with himfrlf. 

The Apoftle was difhufled: probably, his noble 
audited could bear no more. It was agreed, how» 
ever, «Hoi^ them, that he had not deferved arty 
punift^nt, and might have been relcafrd, but that, 
in GOrtfis^uence of his own appeal, the caiife muft be 
referred to riie decifion of Cefar. 

Artd now, upon a feriom review of tliis hifroiy, we 
would enquire of our readers,'not what is your opi¬ 
nion ef St. Paul, (reJpeflirtg which he hhnfLlf would 
ndt have been foH^itous) but what think you of your 
own charafter? What of the Saviour, Whom he 
preached ? Have you ferioufly attended to the doctrines. 
Which he maintained > And what ifflpfeflk)ff liave they 
ptrodheed upon yoirr min<ls ? Perhaps, upon the firft 
bearing, you have been difpofed, like PeftuS, f6 freat 
ithem with cowrampt, atf a vifionary fylfrm, iftVoMng 
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only cloiiuif'jl aft'.i fjpciftldous qiU'llioi’S. IU!f> if you 
Jiv more iniiiuirly, an'Uv.’lch more fxed ^.ud de- 
terminate regard, you will difco’- cr, at k. at Chrif- 
tianity is capable, of being defended by folid and iinan- 
fwerable arguments, and that fdly h ju'iVly chargeable 
upon ihpfe, who to (beer at what they cannot 

confute, , 

If you ailow the truth an^ excellency of the Gof- 
pel, we afk again, Have you unfeignedly complied 
with its demands ? Ah! how many refcmblc Agrippa, 
and arc inclined to refill or trifle with their convic¬ 
tions! You grant, that to be a Chrilllan indeed, is a 
high and honourable diftindion, and you profefs a 
defire of attaining it. But you are obfirucled by fuch 
dlfliculcies, and aflaulted by fuch temptations, that you 
have not cour^, for the prefent at leaft, to attempt 
the arduous work, as tliinking it impofiible to fuc- 
ceed. Or perhaps, you may be willing to yield only 
a partial fubniiflion, as far as may fuit your conve¬ 
nience; and thus, with apparently good impreffions 
and refolutions, you may remain deftitutc of the power 
of religion. You are alraoft perfuaded;” and here 
you reft. Will this fatisfy your confcicnces i Or can 
you ferioufly expc<ft, in fuch a ftatc, to inherit die 
promifes of Got! ? O why will yoi^not confent to ad¬ 
vance a little farther, and be “ altogether,” what you 
know you ought to be ? There are thole, of a found 
underftanding, and folid judgment, who can cell you 
of die bleflednels, which they have found ih the ler- 
vice of CKrill. They argue rightly, that it is not a 
vain illufion of the fancy, but a delightful reality, by 

which 
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whicK they are fupported and comforted in fevereft 
dangers and dlftrefles. Widi tender companion and 
afieftlonate importunity, they prefs you to make the 
trial, that you may partake of their happinefs. O 
credit their teftimony, and rqeft .not your own 
mercies! May He, who ulonc can fubdue the human 
heart to himfel^ render tjie exhortatidn cfFcitual, and 
perfuade you to embrace the Gblpcl without referve i 
May the mighty influence of his grace enable you to 
break through all your difficulties, and make you not 
only almoft, but altogether Chriftians! Amen. 
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Pauls ^ a pljaatf t<f Rme^seperlmced graxt 
dl^tultr^J ik Jkii tn tie tfiand tf 

ifOrMks thtres and tuehei klndthfi-^ 
proceeMtd Rma^iu'klt kai ptaehid ht bis Own 
houfe under euftody — reUafed-^travelled and laboured as 
before—^as again imprifonedt and at lajl beheaded. 

The- promircs of God in due fcafon will be ful¬ 
filled, though the events, to which they refer, may 
fecm to us in the higheft degree improbable. What we 
call difficulties, cannot pofllbly defeat or obllrud the 
divine counfel. A firm perfuafion and praiftical appli¬ 
cation of this acknowledged truth will produce in our 
minds fubmiffion, compofure, confidence, and joy, 
throughout our various changes and calamities. I^.in 
dependence on the gracious declarations of God, we 
believe that we “ Ihall not perifh, but have eternal 
life i” we Ihall cheerfully expert che final confiunma- 
tion of our blifs, whatever enemies may affault us, 
or dangers befet our path. We ihall lay^ like the 
great Apoftle, whom we afc now contemplating, 
“ The Lord Ihall deliver me from every evil work, 
and will preferve me to his heavenly kingdom 
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The hiflory be£xie us wii cHat this ftr«Rg affiiniflce 
of the divine ^ithfulne^ was nof disappointed. Let 
us, then, cake hold of the Covenant, which Gochhath 
eftabdiflied in Jefiis Chrifti fo Ihali * att things work 
together for good,” and with lively hope we may 
** caft aU our care upon Him, for he careth for us 
:St. Paul had appeal^ to Celar a^unft the lualid'- 
pus accufations of the J^s. A$ a Roman citizen, he 
claimed die j^vilege of bringing his caufe before the 
Emperor ; for it feemed, that judicc -was denied him at 
tile inferior tribunals. The preceding drcunuUnces, 
which led to this demand, were fo -ordered, 
the controlling induence of God, as to be the means’ 
of fidrilliAg the declaration, that the Apoftle muft 
bear witnels to the -Gofpcl at Home. He was ac> 
cordiflgiy lent thidier, as a prifoner, together with 
fome odwrs in fimilar circupiftances, under the care 
of Julius a Centurion f. They went by fea, and 
the voyage proved extremely diftrefling and danger¬ 
ous. Paul was accompanied by two ChrKiian friends, 
Luke the belpved phyiician, and Ariftarchus a Ma¬ 
cedonian, who clieerfoily partook of bis fuffcrings, 
and, as his faithful aflbeiates, afforded him peculiar 
confblatioD He was, alfo, treated with much 
kindnc6 by the *Rotnan officer i and therefore at 
Sidoii, where they called, he was permitted to vifit 
his pious acquaintance, and procwe.refrefhment. From 
this pbice they proceA^ed to Myra, and, having there 
(^hanged foeir Ihip, foey were afterwards fo retarded by 

4 
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contrary winds, that with great difficulty they reached 
the Fair Havens, a port in the ifland of Crete. 

As the feafon was hr ^vanced, the Apoflle ad> 
vifed the. mana^rs of the veffel not to profecute the 
voyage before winter, and Iblemnly warned them of 
the extreme danger attendinjg it, which had, proba¬ 
bly, been intimiied to him hy revelation. But, his 
precaution not being regarded, they again fet fail, 
and foon perceived their folly. They were over- 
takcti by a violent ftorm, and driven to the utmoft 
(liflrefs, even fo as to be in conftant expeftation of 
perifliing. For feveral days they faw neither fun nor 
fi irs to guide them, and, of neceffity, abandoned the 
fldp to the winds and v/aves. They call overboard 
the articles of mcrchandifc, withjyhich they were laden, 
and, what-feemed far more vj^luable in their circum- 
ftances, tlieir very tackling: they apprehended that they 
ihemfclves, alfo, foould be overwhelmed in die deep. 

How, then, did it appear, that Paul was under the 
immedinte care and protection of Heaven ? Un¬ 
belief might have fuggefted, that the promile failed, 
and that God had forgotten to be gracious *. But 
that feafon of extremity rendered the divine interpo- 
fition, in favour of the Apoftle, the more conlpi- 
cuour, and foewed to all the company the peculiar 
excellence and worth of this prifoner. He flood 
forth before them, and, while he blamed their con¬ 
tempt of his former advice, cihorted them to dif- 
jnifs their fears, on the ground of the Lord’s exprefs 
declaration to him in the preceding night. With 

* Pfal- Ixxvii. 8,9. 
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firmnels and courage, he avowed, in the prefence 
of idolaters, his relation and deyotednefs to the true 
God, affirming, “ His I am, and Him I fcrvc.” 
Fie told them, how he had been sfllircd by an An¬ 
gel, that he muft certainly be arraigned at Cefir’s 
tribunal, and that, though tlicy muft fuffcr Ihipwreck, 
the whole number of.perfons witl/him, amounting 
to more than two hundred and fcventy, fliould be 
fparcd for his fake. Thus, then, a peculiar honour 
was put upon the Lord’s miniftcr i and the carekTs 
navigators,, furely, were conftrained to attend to his 
voice. 'Fhey could not but perceive, that he was 
fupportcd and comforted by a God, whom they knew 
not, and whom the winds and feas obeyed. They 
faw him compofed anil cheerful, amidft the roaring 
of the waves, while^they themfclves were opprelTcd 
with terrible fear. Who would not wilh to enjoy the 
fame confidence of the divine lavour ? 

Trials and dangers manifeft the advantage of ge¬ 
nuine piety. For this end* the Lord afflifts his people, 
that they may prove the tendemefs of his regard and 
the power of his grace. He is glorified in them, when, 
through a dependence on his word, they can fubmit, 
truft, and rejoice, amidft ftorms and tempefts. This 
is what others know not and cannot attain. We afk, 
Can you of a truth declare, as St. Paul, “ His I 
am, and Him I fcrvc ?” Or, arc you notr alhamed 
to avow your attachment to him, in the prefence of 
his enemies ? If you do indeed cqnfide in his mercy, 
his promife to you will be furc: ” He will never 
leave yog, nor forfake you.’* Though you may feem 

G g 4 
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to be upon a troubled ocean> nothing {ball 
r^tc yoy from his love, or prevent the accompJilbroeiX 
of his purpofes in your behalf Like the Apoftlc, 

“ believe Go<i> that it Iball be even as it is told you 
you need not dcfliic any better fecurky for your hope*. 
You Ihould, alfof feel comp&OloQ} and offer many 
pra 5 ers, for thofe. around you,^ in the fame town or 
family, who know not the Lord: perhaps, they will 
be fpared for your fakes. 

After thirteen days of perplexity imd diffrefs, the 
mariners fulpefled about midnight, that tlicy were ap* 
proAching-to fomc land, and were alarmed by the fear 
of being dalhcd to pieces upon rocks. They formed 
the fcheme, therefore, of efcaping in tj.w fmall boat i 
but Paul prevented them, by declaring tocheCentu* 
rlon, that their continuance in (he fhip was neceffary 
to the fafety of the v/holc. Though aflured that no 
lives could be loft, yet he thought it ablolutely requi- 
fjte to hinder their flight; and, if wc do not rcmenif 
ber that the events, which God hath promiled, arc 
infcparably connedted with the means, wirich ];e hath 
ordained, our faith will lead us to prefumption. The 
boat was abandoned; and, while they were eagerly 
wilting for phe light, he expreffed hin confidence that 
all fhould be preferved, and encoura^t^d them to take 
fo^ for their rcfi^lhment, as their ftrengtfa was nearly 
exhaufted. He looked up to God, in th^r pi^fcnce, 
vich devout adoration of his goodnels, for the bread 
^hich yet remained: he himfolf did esa^ 4pd they 
were, induced to ioUow hU example, 

C41GC Qfh they perceiv^ they 
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•ven approacl^ to the Ibore. T^y esdet^^OMre^ 
to direct the Ihip into a creek, i but throng the vio- 
knee of a current diey were diiven upon the kndt, 
and by die ^sree of the wave« the ve^l was broken 
in pieces. * All was confufion. The 'foklier^t dread* 
ing the eicape of the prlibners,. propokd to dii^tch 
tliem i but, for the Apoftlc’s lake, t&y were fparob 
Unwilling to conienc to his death, the Centurion inter* 
pofed to prevent the feheme, and gave orders that all 
might be permitted to confult dieir own fafety j and- 
thus, the whole company were preferved by diftcreat 
means, and conveyed to land. 

Do we not perceive the hand of God over-ruKng 
tlicfc various circumftanccs, for the protefhion of hU 
faithful fcrvanc, and with a view to the propagation 
of the Gofpel? In lil%e manner. He will render all 
events fubfervient to the final dcliveraiKe of his peo¬ 
ple: but in the mean fealbn He proves their fince- 
rity, by making them pafs through much tribulation. 
We would encourage your expeftation of a happy 
iflue, if you be truly reconciled to him by Jefus 
Chrift. Many and formidable dangers may feem to 
obftruft your path; but you fliall furely reach the 
promifed inheritance. In your own apprehcnfion, 
you may cfcapc with much difficulty, like the Ihip- 
wrecked mariners before us, who were borne to the 
fhore, fome on boards, and fomc on broken pieces 
of the Ihip:” yet th*e Lord, whom you truft, will 
bring you to your defired haven. 

The fcattered company were again collected on die 
ifl^nd of Melica, where, in their diftrefs, they met with 

remarkable 
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rertiarkable kindncfs from the inhabitants •. Some 
circumftances, alfo, upon their landing, drew the ge¬ 
neral attention to St. Paul, and, perhaps, prepared the 
way for a favourable acceptance of the Gofpcl in that 
place. Whilft ‘he was employed in aflifting to kindle 
a fire, a viper fuddenly fafrened upon his hand. 

■ He had been preferved from the violence of a tern- 
peft, and tlic rage of the fca: and now the venomous 
bite of a little animal was thought likely to be fatal. 
Ah! ’What is our life! To how many dangers are wc 
expofed! No fooner are we delivered from one, than 
another fuccecds; nor is there a moment, in which 
we are not liable to a frefh attack. Any trifling 
event, as well as that which appeals moft formidalile, 
may prove dcftruftivc. But the ferpent could not 
hurt the Apoftle, whom the God of heaven was 
engaged to procedt; he fhook it into the fire, and 
felt no harm. The natives beheld and wondered. 
They expefted his immediate deatii from this poifon- 
ous creature, and confidered him as a murderer, whom 

divine vengeance had marked for its objedt. But, when 

✓ 

they faw that no bad effedt followed, they were ready 
to adore him as a deity. 

A miraculous influence was exprted by the Apof- 
tle, not for himfelf alone, but for the relief of others. 
Publius, a principal perfon, probably the governor of 
tlie illand, entertained the fhipwrecked company with 
fingukr hofpitalityj and he was well repaid for his 
kindncfs. His fethcr being afflidted with a difeafe, 
which threatened his life, Paul prayed for him, and 
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inilandy rcftored his health. Different cures being alfo 
wrought upon other Inhabitants, they were difpofcd to 
revere this man of God^ and to provide both him and 
his affociatcs witli every thing ncceflStry for their voy¬ 
age. During their ftay, which was diree months, he, 
doubtlefs, took the oppcfttunity of recommending the 
Saviour to their notice and acceptaneb, and improved 
the time of his abode amongft them for the moft va¬ 
luable piirpoles. Such was his fervent zeal, that he 
could not refrain his lips from proclaiming the' rich 
mercy of God in jefus Chrift. And perhaps, this 
Ihipwreck proved the happy means of healing the fouls 
as well as the bodies of many of thefe courteous 
iilanders, and of extending falvation to them who were 
ready to perilh. 

At length the con^pany departed from the pUce, 
and, after touching at Syracufc and RliegUirn, came 
ro Puteoli, where, at the requeft of certain Chrif- 
tians, Paul and his friends obtained permilllon to 
remain a week. Afterwards he proceeded by land 
towards Rome. The account-of liis approach had 
reached that famous cityj and in fuch eflimadon 
was he there held among them who had embraced the 
faith, that they went out to meet him, fome to the 
diftance of fifty, otliers of more than thirty miles, and 
conducted him on the road. 

. Their kind attendance in fuch circumftanccs af^ 
forded him peculiar plcafure: it excited gratitude to 
God, and infpired him with, frefh life and vigour. 
Perhaps he began to droop: but, when he law the 
dear brethren, to whom he had written his inva¬ 
luable 
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Suable Epiftle x iew years before, and over whom hs 
had rejoiced as foilow-helrs bf the kingdi^m, be was 
cheered and animated. ** He thanlced God, and took 
cour^.” Then he was willing, that Nero foould do 
his worft: he Ibrunk not from danger or deadi* when 
he perceived Ibmc of the glorious cSedh of divine 
grace among the 'inhabitants of Rome; and he gave 
vent to the noblcft affections, while he felt a warm at¬ 
tachment to thefe followers of his Lord, and the 
ftroDgeft emotions of delight in their fociety. We 
afk. Is tliis the kind of happinefs, which you have 
experienced ? Do you “ love the brotherhood,” or 
know any thing of “ the communion of faints ?” 
Would the very fight of them revive your hearts, 
when oppreffed vdih trouble ? We pity you, u 
flrangers to the moft exquifite (cnfibilicy, if ymi have 
not rafted the fweetnefs of Chriftian fricndlhip. But, 
if you enjoy that incftimable privilege, we ediort 
you to improve it for mutual ediftcadon and comfort. 
Value your opportunities of intercourfe with pious 
perfons, and, by your converfadon and prayers, en¬ 
deavour to infpire each other with a holy fortitude, 
though you are travelling tt^ether, as Paul and his 
companions were, to meet a powerful and malignant 
enemy. 

When they came to Rome, the prifoners were 
delivered to the proper officer j but the Apoftte, be¬ 
ing feparated from the reft, was pernutted, by pecu¬ 
liar favour, to dwell in an habitation of his own, under 
the cuftody of a foldier, to whom, probably, he was 
chained. In this pew Qcuatiem, he (hewed foe fame 

zeal 
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ecsd and courage for ihe dcfe&ce and propagatim of 
the Gofpe], as before.« Three days after his arrival^ 
he lent for the principal perfons among the Jews^ who 
reRdftd thefCj and expistned to them the true caufo of 
his imprifonment. He toured them, that he wai 
brought into chede circumftanccs, not for any real of> 
fence commicted, but only for maiaqttning “ tlie hope 
of IfoaeV’ and ptbKlblng that iahradon, which had 
been promifod to this people, and was then procured 
$)t them by their kmg expelled McHiah. 

They bad nothing to alkge in reply, except the 
general {X’^udlce, which has always been urged as an 
objefbon CO the religion of Jefus, when its power¬ 
ful inftocnce ^^ars) ** TMs fe£k » every where 
fpokdn againft.’' Many> defired to hear his account of 
Cbrlflknitys s time was fet) and for a whole day 
feather he covaliawf to expbund and prOve the doc¬ 
trines of the Go^ from their own fcriptuits, and 
caitiaRfy perfuaded them to accept the Saviour. 
The efiefk was different upon different perfons; 
■focno of them eitbfacli^ the fiuth, but ethers ftje&- 
iflg ic contonpe. While they contended among 
thdcol^e^ the Apoftle difoiided them with that 
profihetic adrnimittoir, Vfhich wu once delivered to 
their fishefS) dcfiot»cing a judicial blindnels aod ob- 
dorwy of beaec, as * punUhmcM for flirted mercy * 
He then declared, that, having propofod to them the 
wibr of fiditado% he ihould wm to the Gendles» and 
•doubsid not of a fkvnntbli rccepcioA. 

Vi. 9) IS. 

In 
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In this ftace of confinement St. Paul remained two 
years} his caufe being n^efted or deferred by the 
Emperor. But, even there, he obtained peculiar 
indulgence, and .was cminendy honoured as an in- 
ftrument of extcnfive good. Though a prifoner, he 
met with no interruption: his labours were more 
private and contra&cd than before, .but. they were ftill 
unceafing. All, who chofe, had free accefe to him 
for inferu^ioH} and he continued, without fear or 
reftraint, to exhibit the glorious character of the Rc^ 
deemer, and inculcate a cordial fubmiflion to the 
government of his grace. Yet wife and cameft as 
his exhortations were, we wonder not that they 
were dcfpifcd by many, on account of the ignominious 
fituation of the preacher. Whilft he appeared as a 
criminal, chained by the hand to a common foldiei^ 
there mufl; have been a ftrong prejudice hin^ 

and a confiderable difficulty in believing, that he was 
fo difiinguiihed a meflengerof Heaven, appointed to 
declare the way of falvation. But fome were dU^ 
pofed by a divine influence to look beyond the mean- 
iiefs of his external circumltances, and to receive his 
word with reverence and obedience, as the word of 
the living God. O how great is the mercy, to be 
delivered from all thofe carnal regards and common 
objections,, which unfit the mind for a &3x examina¬ 
tion of the. truth! 

We learn flom feveral of St. .Paul's Ej^es, that 
his labours at Rome were atmnded with great fuc- 
cefs. There had been indeed, for fome years, a fodety 
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of ChriftlaAS in that place, whofe ** faith ^as fpoken 
of diroughout the whole.world But at this time 
they became more confirmed in their principles, and 
faw their numbers increale. The Lord God can make 
his caufe and his people to profper upder the heavieft 
preHures, and in fpite of the* moft violent oppofl- 
tion. We might have thought, while the Apoftlc 
was a prilbner for the Gofpcl’s fake, that men would 
have been afraid or afhamed to profefs any' attach- 
ment to him or his dofbrines. But the contrary 
effeft appeared} and it wonderfully difplayed the 
hand of God. ** Many of the brethren, waxing con¬ 
fident by his bonds, were much more bc^d to fpeak 
the word witliout fear-f*” Frcfh converts were added 
to the church. Onefimus, who, it fhould feem, had 
been a dilhoneft fervant of Philemon, heard the preacher 
in his confinement, an(7, being brought to repentance, 
became a faithful and beloved brother J.” Theni 
alfo, the Gofpel found admifllon, where wc Ihould have 
imagined it impofiible to fucceed, even in the court of 
Nero. That profane prince hated and pcrfecuted 
this new religion: but fome of his attendants or do- 
meflics were led to examine and embrace it, in con- 
fequence of the imprifonment of its moft ftrenuous ad¬ 
vocate, and proved an honour to tlicir profeffion ||, 

How inyfterious are the ways of God! He ac<* 
compltfhes. his purpofes by fuch means, as' we fhould 
never have devifed, • What fituation could be more 
unfavourable to Cbrifrianlty, than the palace of the 

* Rom. i. 8. t ^hii. i. 14. ( Philem. 10. Col. iv. 9. 

II Pnil. I. 13. iv. 22, 

Emperor ? 
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Bmptffor? Buc Jehovah ** will work 9 OnJ V'fny 
ihaU kc ic*?’' AttAp<^kr » tent to Rome rnider 
crimindi acculafionsy and fileada Im eaufe before 
Ce&r, in ordet that fotne bf the houdiold mxf bear 
and be conver^. The dadc dirpenfation Was big 
with merc^. The events,^ which we flionld have 
Wnentedf as fooft de^^able, were defigned to con¬ 
firm and propagate the Gc^l. Let tis cheerfully 
leave the care of the Church in the Lord'a hand& 
He reigheth: and He befi knows what ia fnofi expe¬ 
dient fee his own ^017. 

The various fodeties of Chriftians m different partSr 
tfnd even to this very day, have reaped great advan¬ 
tage from the bonds <ff St. Paul Had he not been 
a prifonCr, he might not have written fo large a 
pottion of (he facred vohntic. Some of the Hch 
firincs of his conBnemenfi, We* perceive in thofe ex- 
fiellent Eptftles, which are addreffed to die Ejdiefiansy 
Phihppttns, Coloflians, and Hebrews: and we praife 
God, that the kifure, afforded him at Rome, was 
employed for our profit. It appears from thofe aili- 
xnated and infivred compofitions, that he rejorced in 
his fiiSerings, and was fb hir .carried above the fear of 
death, as to exuk in the profpeft'l*. It has been 
thought, that he then &k, more’ than ever, the bleff' 
ednefi of his own ppnciples, and enjoyed a peculiar 
elevation of Ibul. O let us not fhrink from a0)k> 
lions I They may be defied to confirm and in- 
creafe oar e^ierience of the power and ccnnforcs of 
true reli^on. 

yi&xH. 13. 4 Col* h 14 Phil. i. 10—24. 

The 
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1 'h^ diftreiics of the Apoftle gaV6 occafion to 
tome kind and liberal, exertions among his (Hends. 
He received feafonable Tupplies for his fupport from 
the Chriftlans at Phiiipph by that jionoured inellen> 
ger )Ep^hrodituSi ** who minifrered to his wants *.** 
Oneliphorus, alfo, is commended, for having ** ofren 
l-efreihed him, and not being alhamcjd of his chain f.” 
But he met with trials more painful than the fory 
of his avowed enemies, from the perfidy of falfc pro- 
felTors, and the unfreadinefs of certain ilncerc be¬ 
lievers. ** All they,” fays he, “ which are in Afia, 
are turned away from me Many of his former 
friends were fo influenced by fclfilh regards or mif- 
conceptions of his condutfr, as to Ihew a ftrange 
difaffe^Uon. Nay, he declares, that when he was 
brought before Nero, at his firft anfwer, no man 
ftood with him; but*aU men forfook him§.” Such 
a general defertlon was beyond me&fure aflli^ve. 
We arc ready to afk> Where were the Chriftians, 
whom he celebrated in his Epiftlef Where the 
brethren, who travelled fifty miles to meet him? 
Or why this change of difpofidon ? How forcibly 
does this teach us, that ** it is better to truft in the 
Lord, than to put confidence in man | !’* Yet let 
Us beware of drawing raih conclufions, or condemn¬ 
ing ail thofe as .hypocrites, who may betray an occa- 
fional weaknefs and dmidtey. Such weaknefr and timi¬ 
dity have appeared io the beft and moft eminent men t 
as we might inftance in our great reformer ^ch- 

* Phil. u. 35. ir. i8. fsTim. i. 16. { t $iv. t6. 

H.PfaU cxviii. 8. 

VoL, IV. H h 
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bifhop Cranmer, and in the Apoftlc Peter. Per-^ 
haps the very pcrfbns, who behaved in this difgrace- 
ful manner at Rome, were afterwards recovered, and 
enabled to give ■ decrfive proofs of integrity, forti¬ 
tude, and zeal. 

At the end of two .years, St. Paul, being 
arraigned before the Emperor, was honourably 
acquitted, and reftored to his liberty. That cruel 
and haughty tyranp feemed unlikely to favour thfc 
prilbner: but Nero’s fury was reftrained, becaufe it 
was deligned, that the life of this f^thful ambalTador 
for Chrift ftoidd be /pared a litdc longer for the be¬ 
nefit of the Church. Hear hb own account: ** The 
Lord rtood with me, and /Ircngthcned me j that by 
me the preaching might be fully known, and that 
all tlie Gentiles might hear: and 1 was delivered out 
of the mouth of the lion 0*be encouraged to per- 
fevere with holy fervour and intrepidity, if you ferve 
the Lord Chrift! Your divine maftcr will furely pro- 
teft you againft all the machinations of your opponents, 
and fupport you in your place, till the work alligned 
you be completed. 

After his relcafc, the Apoftle travelled as before, 
and continued with his ufual alTiduity to propagate 
the Gpfpel. Durbg that time, ^ich was two or 
three years, he made a journey to Spain, and, as /bme 
hare thought, to France, and, po/Tibly, to this IHand f. 
Perhaps, he took another circuit among the Aliatic 
chur(^es, eftabli/hed Chriftian focictics in Crete, which 
he committed to the care of Titus, and again viftted 

• 2 Tim. iv. 17, t Rom. *v. 24. 
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the Philippians, as he had indmated, “ for their fur¬ 
therance and joy of fath *.'* This, at Icaft, is evi¬ 
dent, chat he was not alhamed or weary of the 
fcrvice, in which he had embarked, and that he 
ccafed not from his labours of lovcj till he put o£F 
his earthly tabernacle. He returned to Rome, with 
the view, probably, of .confirming his former cefti- 
mpny in that city, and, on fome pretence or other, 
was once more caft into prifon. St. Chryfoftom re¬ 
lates, that, a concubine of Nero being converted by 
means of the Apoftlc, the tyrant was exafperated, com¬ 
manded him to be taken Into cuftody, and foon after¬ 
wards put him to death. 

In that laft confinement he wrote his fecond Epiftle 
to Timothy, under the expeftadon of fulFeringj and 
for that reafon it contuj^ his moft deliberate fentiments 
and moft folemn views of eternity. It appears, that he 
did not repent of his exertions in the fervicc of his 
Lord, did not fluftuate in his opinions, or ftagger in 
his hopes. The ftrain in which he writes, the lan¬ 
guage of victory over death and hell, abundantly ma- 
nifefts, that he ftill wilhed to encourage others in the 
faith, and exulted in his own profpefts of heaven. 
How animated are his expreflions! “ I am not 
alhamed; for I Itnow whom I have believed, and 
am perfuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him againft that dayf.” 
« I am now ready to’be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 

•Phil. 1. * 5 . 11 . Z 4 . TrtMi. j. Willem. 2 *. Heb. xlii. aj. 

f 1 Tiro. i« IS. 
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I have fmilhed my courfc, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up fbr me a crown of ri^te- 
oufnefs, whicli the Lord, the righteous Judge, Ihall 
give me at thaf day: and not to me only, but unco 
all them alfo that love his appearing*." The know¬ 
ledge and the love of Chrift will enable us likewifa 
to fpeak the farric’language, and infpire us with con¬ 
fidence and joy, chough we fhould fee death approach¬ 
ing in the mofl: tremendous forms. Ah! how few 
have felt the full influence of the Gofpel, or attained 
its exalted privileges! This may teach us to ac¬ 
count for our floth and cowardice. While we are 
ftrangers to the grace of Jefus, it is no wonder that 
we decline every arduous fervice, and tremble at the 
intimations of our dilTolution. 

^ p Sc. Paul clofed his life jn the moft honourable 
manner, and foaled with his blood the doftrines, 
which he had long fo zcaloufly maintalnetl. He fiif- 
fcred about the lame time as St. Peter, but not by 
crucifixion: being a Roman citizen he'was beheaded. 
It is furprifing, not that he was cut off by the hand of 
violence at laft, but that fo firm an advocate fbr die 
Gofpel Ihould be fpared fo-long, in the midft of power¬ 
ful and malignant (^pofers. How eminent docs his 
charafter appear! How valuable Ais labours! How 
glorious his death! Do wc not confider his crown of 
martyrdom, as an enviable diftinftion ? Let us fight 
the good fight of faith; and wtf alfo Ihall conquer, as 
he did, when taking leave of the world. 

He was exalted above odiers by his wifilom, zeal. 


1 Tim* iv* 
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and fuccefs j by gifts, vifions, and revelations of the 
LiOrd. “ He was caught up into paradife, and heard 
unfpeakable words He “ was not a whit be¬ 
hind the veiy chiefcft Apoftles f ;• nay, he “ la¬ 
boured more abundantly than they ell Jt,” and, pro¬ 
bably, poflcffcd peculiar* powers and autliority in his 
high flinftion ||. Bur,, notwithftandlhg his honour¬ 
able privileges, his fufferings were extreme: and even 
in thefe he feemed more efpecially to exult. Let us 
hear his own account: We are troubled on every 
fide,—perplexed,—perfccutefi,—call down,— always 
bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jefus §*' in all things approving ourfclvcs as the 
minifters of God, in much patience, in afflictions, 
in neceflities, in diftrefles, in ftripes, in imprifon- 
ments, in tumults, in,labours, in watchings, in fall¬ 
ings 4-” “ Of the Jews five times received I forty 
ftripes favc one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was I ftoned, thrice I fuffered Ihipwreck i a 
night and a day I have been in the deep; in jour- 
neyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of rob¬ 
bers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wildcrncfs, in perils in the fca, in perils among falle 
brethren; in weannefs and painfulncfs, in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirft, in fallings often, in cold 
and nakednefs. Befidcs thofc things that are with¬ 
out, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all 
the churches *•.’* 

* 2 Cor. xii. 4. f XI. t ■ xv. 10. ]| 1 Cor. v. 4, 
aCor. X. 8. xiti. ]o. ( 2 Cor. iv. 8~io. 4 vi. 4, 5. 

•* xl. 14—28. 
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He had one particular trial, of which a clear ac¬ 
count is not given us. He tails ** it a thorn in the 
flefh *}” which implies that it was fomething as pain¬ 
ful to his mind/ as a Iharp or pointed inftrumcnt, 
continually piercing him, would be to his body. Some 
i'uppofe it to have been a deformed appearance, or dif< 
ficulty of elocutlofi; to his enemies a handle for re¬ 
proach, and to himfelf the occafion of diftrcfs, as i^. 
rendered his preaching lefs acceptable. The objeAion 
was urged; ** His bodily prefence is weak, and hU 
fpeech contemptible ♦ This fccmcd likely to ob- 
llruifb his ufefulnefs, and might excite in him the 
kecneft anguifh. But, whatever the afflidbion was, his 
fpiritual adverfary took the advantage, and made it the 
ground of a fevere temptation: it was the meflenger 
of Satan to buffet him.” Yet God permitted it for 
hjs good, and defigncd it to prevent or countcraft any 
bad effetfk, which his eminence in the Church might 
produce upon his mind; it was given to him, ** left 
he fhould be exalted above ineafure through the abun¬ 
dance of the revelations,” In this, however, as in 
ocher trials, he fought relief from heaven. He prayed 
with peculiar importunity, and obtained that remark¬ 
able alTurance from the Saviour, " My grace is fuffi- 
cient for thee: for my ftrength is*made perfedb in 
weaknefs.” Upon thb, his fears were difpcrfed j and, 
perceiving a peculiar fuitableneis and mercy in the ap¬ 
pointment, he declared^ « Moft gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Chrift 
may reft upon me.” The cample is highly inftruc- 

* 2 Cor. xii. 7—10. 
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live: it ihews us die nature, ncceffity, and f^utary ten¬ 
dency of thofe calamities and temptations, by which 
advanced believers are frequently opprefled; and it 
hkewife teaches us, with what temper of mind we 
fliould fuffer, and what ftrong fuppqrt and confoJation 
we may expeft, if we confide in the Redeemer. 

After all, the moft difiinguilhing lineaments in 
the Apoftle’s character were an unfhaken and affec¬ 
tionate attachment to his Lord, an extenfive and 
generous benevolence to men, and an ardent defire 
to fave their fouls, whatevetfdangers lie himlelf might 
fuftain. The warmeft profcflions feemed too weak to 
exprefs the fervour of his heart. What words are 
thofe! “ The love of Chrift conftraineth us*.” 
“ 1 will very gladly fpend and be fpent for you, 
though the more abundandy I love you, the Icfs I be 
loved f.” Yea, and if I be offered upon the fa- 
crificc and fervice of your faith, I joy and rejoice 
with you all J.” 

We are aware, chat even a diflant refemblancc and 
imitation of the pattern here exhibited would now 
be laughed at, as the fure mark of madnefs and cn- 
thufiafm. But the fear of fuch reproach ought not 
to deter us: it will be an honourable badge, in which 
we may glory. *Few, alas! arc in danger of coming 
under that cenfurc. Arc not we very remote from 
that peculiar excellency of temper and condudV, for 
which the Apoftle* has been fo jufUy celebrated ? 
And will it avail us any thing, to admire this bright 
example, or that of any other faint, if wc perfift In 

•aCor. V. li. +xii. ij, JPhil. ii. 17. 
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tho& prafUces, which are totally difllmibir and op** 
pofite ? No: we fhall thereby *betray> more evidently^ 
our own bafene(^ and render more fure our final con¬ 
demnation. But,«if with finccrity of heart we dcfire 
and endeavour tQ follow St. Paul, as he followed 
Chrift, we may triumph in the hope of being where 
be is, and of joming the glorious company of thofe, 
who are redeemed m God from the earth, and whoi 
ihaU furround his throne for ever. 


CORNELIUS* 
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CHAP. X. 

CornetiuSi a Roman Centurion^-ins devotion and lihera- 
lity-^was encouraged by an AngeU and directed to Jeni 
for St. Peter—received the Ap^le and dejired bis in- 
JlruSlions—was endued with toe Holy Gbojl and bap- 
tizxd--~requejled Peter’s continuance—probably retained 
his Jituation in the arrty. 

The calling of the Gentiles and their ndmiffion 
into the Chriftian Churth is an event of great im¬ 
portance in ecclefiaftical hiftoryj and a diftinft ac¬ 
count is given us of the way, in which that gracious 
difpenfation was introduced. The Apoftles had been 
charged to teach all nations, and to receive by baptiim 
thofe, who fliould profefs the faith*; but fo partial 
Were their views, fo bigottcd their minds in favour of 
their own countrymen, that a particular revelation 
ieemed neceflary to fxplain to them the extent of their 
commilTion, and dilpofe them to accept the Gentiles as 
fellow heirs. At length, the divine will being mani- 
felbed in fuch a manner as to exclude all doubt, the 
partition wall was broken down: thofe, who had been 
diens from die commonwealth of Ifrael,” were 


* Matt. xxTtiu 19. 
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taken into the Church of Chrift, and admitted to its 
full privileges. 

Cornelius, a Roman Centurion, was fcleilcd from 
the Pagan world, as the firft inftance of this diftin- 
guifhed mcrcy^ and, by the exprefs appointment of 
Heaven, enrolled among the number of the faithful *. 
It is in vain TdV us to derpand the rcafon, why he 
obtained this honourable preference, fince God diftri- 
butes his favours as He plcfifcsj but fuch was his 
amiable charafter before his extraordinary call, that 
he feemed lefs likely%an many others to excite the 
prejudices of the Jews. He was a man of integrity 
and ferioufnefs, under the guidance and renewing in¬ 
fluence of the Holy Ghoft: his views, indeed, were im- 
perfeA and dark, but he walked uprightly, according 
to the light, which faintly glimmered on his path. He 
had been led, perhaps in a gradual manner, to foek re¬ 
conciliation with God i and therefore, though ignorant 
of the particular difpenfation revealed in the Golpel, he 
poficfll'd a previous preparation of mind for its recep¬ 
tion. With his convidtions and impreflions, he could 
not but be ready to accept the falvacion of Chrift, 
when fiirly propofed. 

In all cafes converfion is cfledted by the agency of 
God, “ from whom all holy deflVes, all good coun- 
fcls, and all juft works do proceed f.” The very firft 
tendency to real, fpiritual religion, its beginning, as 
well as its continuance, progtefs, and perfedtion in 
rhe foul, muft be aferibed to Him j " for it is God, 
which worketh in you both to will and to do, of his 

• Afts X. I, fee. t Second CoHefl at Evening prayer. 
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good plcafurc But the methods of his grace are 
diiferent with different peifons. With fome a fudden 
change is produced i their darknefs is almoft inilantly 
dlTperfedi hope and comfort break in upon them} and 
they foon attain a clear and decillve evjdence of their 
acceptance. But others difeover a gradual alteration, 
and, though ferioufly difpoled and truly devoted to 
God, remain in much ignorance and perplexity. It 
may be di/Eculi, for fome time, to pronounce con* 
cerning their flate: yet of this we are affured, that 
the feed of God, implanted in the foul, is incorruptible, 
and will fpiing up to evcrlafting life f* Whatever 
delays or obftruc^bions there may be, the final iffue will 
be fafe and glorious. 

Cornelius, as being uncircumcifed and a " Branger 
from the covenants of promife,” was deemed unclean 
by the jewsi yet, as we have fuggefted, he had been 
brought under good imprefllons, and delivered from 
the foolifh and wicked praftices of idolatry. Though 
a Roman foldier, he did not worfhip the gods of his 
country; but, in confcqucnce, probably, of his refi- 
dence in Judea, he had become acquainted with the 
feriptures of the old teftament, and was led to re* 
vere the God of Ifracl, Even now, he is faid to have 
been ** a devout m&n, and one that feared God with 
all his houfe.” Being fincercly defirom to know and 
do the will of God, he was ftridly attentive to the 
duties of religion, as‘for as his information carried 
him; and, feeling a forious concern for the fouls of 
hU domeBics, he engaged them in the fome holy ex* 

* Phil. u. 13. 1 1 h > John ui. 9- 
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crcifcs with himfclf. He difcovercd, alfo, a liberal 
diljxiflcion in relieving thc'diftreflcs of the poor, as 
well as a peculiar fervour of mind towards God by 
the conftancy of his prayers. His benevolence and 
piety were beautifully connefted} and they added a 
luftre to each other. How excellent and lovely the 
charB<^er! ' ‘ 

If we truly underftand the Chriftian faith, we have 
received clearer light, and arc laid under ftronger ob¬ 
ligations } but do we furpafs or even imitate the pat¬ 
tern here exhibited ? Arc we imprefled with an awful 
fenfc of the majefty of God, and an carneft defire to 
pleafe him ? Do we enforce the principles of religion 
in our refpeftive habitations, and endeavour to com- 
muracate the knowledge, which we have attained, to 
thofc who are immediately fu|>jc£t to our influence ? 
Do wc direft and accompany them to the throne of 
grace ? Ah! how many families never alTociate toge¬ 
ther to own their dependence upon God, in their do- 
meftic capacity 1 And is not the ncgleft difgraccful to 
the profeflion of the Golpcl ? 

A ferious attention fliould be paid to different du¬ 
ties ; fo that all may have their proper place and pro¬ 
portionable regard. While you Ihew a generous 
folicitudc for the fouls of others, convince them that 
you are ready to relieve their bodily neceflities. True 
piety cannot confift with covetoufnefs. If there be 
any pretenders W devotion, who “ Ihut up their 
bowels of companion,” they be condemned by die 

example of Cornelius, even before he knew the Gof- 
pcl. Yet, on the other hand, the moft liberal con- 

7 tributipns 
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t^ibudoiu to the poor will not coitipen&te the Want 
of godlinefs. We aflc, •then> if you “ give much 
alms to the people,” what arc you offering to God ? 
Are not his claims denied or withheld ? Do you 
** pray alway,” or feize upon every, opportunity to 
“ pour out your heart before him ?” You plead, per¬ 
haps, your numerous engagements, fhd peculiar fnares 
and difficulties of your fftuation, as if they rendered 
the performance of reli^ous duties impoffible. But 
we refer you to the rale of Cornelius, who, though a 
foldier, in the midff; of occupations and conneflions ex¬ 
tremely unfavourable to every thing of a forious ten¬ 
dency, yet maintained a courfe of folid and exemplary 
piety. Your negleft arifes, not lb much from want of 
opportunity, as a fecret averfion to the fcrvice of God; 
and therefore you arc inexculabl?. 

An improper ulc of the excellent charaftcr before 
us, has been made by fome, who deny the nccefllty 
of Revelation under the abfurd idea that what they call 
natural religion is fufficienr. It is argued, that men 
by the light of reafon and their own moral powers 
may attain to fuch a ftate, as to want no furtlier 
information or affiffance. But this is a concluffon, 
which the prefent hiftory does not warrant. Corne¬ 
lius, probably, as we have intimated, was inftrufted 
in the principles of the Jews, and indebted to the fa- 
cred writings for all his knowledge of the true God. 
It is allowed, that he*was upright, and his goodneis 
confpicuous. But the whole account Ihews, that his 
righteoufnefs was defedbve: he was taught to leek re- 
million of his fms through the difpenfation of the Gof^ 

pel. 
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pel, and alcribe his acceptance with God to Chrifl; 
alone. This cafe, furely, ought not to be appealed to 
by thoft, who would let aflde the mediation of the Son 
of God. 

Through th^ influence of divine grace, Cornelius 
had been excited to- feek the Lord with unfeigned fin- 
ccrity and dcvotednels of hewt: and perfons of fuch 
a character Ihall not be left to perifh, or to " grope 
!n the dark without light.” He, whom they ferve, will 
look upon them with gracious regard, compaflionate 
their ignorance, and raife up fbme infb-ument or other 
for their further inftruftion and advancement. The 
delires, which He hath implanted, are pleaflng to him; 
and, though they meet with impediments, they Ihall 
not be difappointed. 

On a certain day, while the pious Centurion was 
waiting before God with peculiar folcmnity, in fall¬ 
ing and prayer, an Angel appeared to alTure him of 
the favourable notice of Heaven. Cornelius began 
to tremble, upon feeing the bright form Hand before 
him, and hearing himfelf fommoned by name. The 
celeftial meflengcr, however, encouraged him by an 
explicit declaration, that his a£ls both of devotion 
and benevolence were recorded in the divine re¬ 
membrance, and confidered as a decided mark of his 
fincerity. 

This circumflance has been thought to counte- 
nance the doftrine of human mftrit. We allow, that 
it furnilhes a powerful inducement to abound in 
works of piety and mercy, and we would inculcate 
the performance of them by every fcriptural argument. 

If 
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If they are done from truly fpiritual motives^ they 
lhall not be forgotten before God. But they will 
riot enritle us to the glories of heaven, or procure 
the remiflion of our fins. It Teems an, egregious ab- 
furdity, to appeal to the new teftament in fupport of 
fuch a feheme, as would r,ender the whole fyftcm of 
the GoTpel needlefs and inconfifrent.. /According to 
that fuppofition, Cornelius was completely juftified 
by his own obedience ; and faith in the Son of God 
was, to him at leaft, perfectly unneceflary. Yet it 
appears from the' hiltery, that he was direfted by the 
Angel to fend for the Apofrle Peter, for tlie exprefr 
purpolc of being inftrufbcd in thofe principles, 

whereby he and all his houfc Ihould be faved*.” 
This account, furcly, does not favour the prefump- 
tuous notion of claiming the divine regard as a mat¬ 
ter of debt} for it reprefents tlic redemption of Chrifi; 
as indifpenfably requifice for perfons of the moft ami¬ 
able charafter. 

The Angel himfclf did nor explain or declare the 
nature of falvation. That honour was referved for 
one of our fallen race. The Lord has not com¬ 
mitted the word of reconciliation” to thofe holy 
fpirics, who, as they are not fubjeft to our temp¬ 
tations and infirmitirt, could not addrefs us, perhaps, 
with proper feeling and compaflion. But it is in¬ 
truded CO them, who (land as much in need of par¬ 
doning and fanftifying .grace as any of their hearers, 
and are therefore better qualified to enter into their 
cafes with tendernefs, and accommodate thcmfclvcs 


• Afli xi. 14. 
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to their diftrcilcs. Thofc, however, who wovdd 
preach Chrift with good effcdl:, Ihould be truly ac¬ 
quainted with him, and be able to tedify his power 
and mercy from their own expenence. Ochcrwife, 
they will, probably, deliver the declarations of the 

Golpel with as much indifivrence, as If thefe were 

# 

pot to be dcjjended on, or were of no i|Tjportancc< 
But, being enriched with' all fpiritual blefTings in 
Chrift Jefus, they will, with a peculiar fervour, com¬ 
mend him, who is the objeft of their warmeft affec¬ 
tions, to the notice and acceptance of others.’ The 
facred miniftry is of divine inftitution, and is defigned 
to accomplilb, even by weak inftruments, the moft 
gloiious purpofes. It pleafes God by this his ap¬ 
pointed ordinance to awaken the carelcfs, to inftruft 
the ignorant, to fubdue the rebellious to obedience, 
to produce and increafe in hi4 people repentance, faith, 
hope, love, and joy, through the influence of his Spirit. 
Let us learn to venerate the fiinftion, which He hath 
fo higiily honoured, and expeft from it the moft folid 
advantages, while we read, that an Angel referred 
the Centurion to St. Peter, to be taught the way of 
falvation. 

Cornelius inftantly Complied with the heavenly 
mandate. Having called Ibme of his pious attendants, 
(for fuch he had engaged in his fcrvice) he related the 
extraordinary viflon, and lent them to invite the 
Apoftle to his houle. So prejpdiced was Peter againft 
the uncircumcifed Gentiles, that he would have re¬ 
volted at the propofal, had not the Lord prepared his 
mind, and overcome his objeAions in fuch a manner. 



&s tO 'furnlfli a fufficienc vindication 0 ^ his conduft 
even before others. He fow in a trance a miraculous 
and emblcmacical rqircfontadon, by which he learnc> 
that the cenmonial diftin£bions of dean and unclean 
were defigned to be aboUflicd, and \hat he ought not 
to retain any exceptions againft tlwre> whom God 
was pleafcd to receive and fandlify. This occurred 
juft before the meflcngcrs arrived; and he was then 
diredlcd by an immediate impulfe of the Spirit, to ac¬ 
company them without hefitadon. 

In the mean time, fuch was the meek and teachable 
dilpofidon of the Centurion, and fuch his earneft defire 
to know the way of God more perfectly, that he waited 
with much anxiety for the coming of his illuftrious 
teacher. He had alfo coUedted his relatives and inti¬ 
mate acquaintance, (with whom, it Ihould feem, he 
improved his influence for the beft purpofes) that tliey 
might fhare the blefling of Peter’s inftrudtions. This 
circumftance reminds us of what we owe to our near 
connexions in life. We profefs ailcXion, and a rea- 
dinefs to ferve them: but how Ihould our friend- 
Ihip appear ? Should we not be moft folicitous to 
promote their fpiritual and cverlafting welfare ? 
For that end, wf ihould endeavour to bring them 
under the miniftry of the Golpel, if we know its va¬ 
lue, and expedt any advantage from it for ourfelves. 
But, while we feel np fuch concern, and lay as Cain, 
« Am 1 my brother’s keeper ?” we prove that we are 
deftitute of true benevolence, and ignorant of the un- 
ipeakable worth of falvadon. 

Upon the Apoftle’s entering the houfe, Cornelius 
VoL. IV. I i met 
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inet him, and by d\e lowell prolb'ation teflificd {ms 
reverence for the perfofl, wly) came with atf exprefs^ 
eommiflion to detfere die counsel of God; Peter, 

liowever, rehifed^ the homage, as un&itable to a mere 

» ♦ 

human being, and then enquired for what purpofes 
they had requ^ed his attendance.- The Centurion^ 
in ceply, related with great fimplicity the directions' 
he had received from heaven," iddii^, Now there- 
fore are we all here prefent before God, tO‘ hear all 
things that are commanded thee of God." 

f low folenin the occafron! And how amiable the 
dirpofition of die pious Ibldicr! He confidered himfelf 

in the prefence of God, and felt an earneft defire to 

/ 

know'and do his will, while he flood as an humtde 
fcholar to liften to die inftruCtions of the infpired 
preaciier. How much more promifing would 
pcaranccs be among ourfelves,* if all our congrega** 
tions, afiemWed for public worfhip, pofTcflcd the lame 
temper, when the minifters of Chrift ftand forth to 
declare the truth! Is it not allowed to be our boundeft 
duty, to yield an unfrigned regard and unreferved 
fubjtftion to the revealed word of God, however op- 
pofice it may be to our former notions? But with 
wliac contemptuous indifference do many fit in our 
churches! With what pride and petulance do Ibme 
cavil at every doCtrine, whicli fuits not their precon- 
etived' fyftcms! With what a rebelHous pbftinacy do 
Others reject thole holy prcceptj, wluch require their 
carnal aifcClions to be fubdued I Few, therefore, are 
truly folickous, like Cornelius, to learn and obey die 
whole will of God, 

« St, 



CORN&LKJS. 


483 

St. Peter addrcfl«l' his- attentive atidiCncc with fo- 
lemnity and carneftnefs. He obferved* thcf prefer^ 
occafion had coavlnced him> that th<r bleffingv of the 
Gofpel were not defigned to be Kmitcd to ai^ people; 
that according to this, gracious difpchfation, as none 
could obtain fiiv^r for any extern^, diftinftions or 
advantages, fo none wotild be excluded from mercy 
for the want of them; and that, without exception 
of rank or nation, the Lord receives all thofe, who 
poflefs a reverential regard-to his majefty, and render 
unfeigned fubmiilion to aU his righteous commands. 
But, left their impetfoA obedience fhould be- conii- 
dered as the ground of their acceptance, he ftaced, 
in a clear and decided manner, the appointed method < 
of juftification, through the Lord Jefus Chrift. The- 
character of the Saviourf liis perfon, work, and offices, 
his life, death, and refurreAion, his coming to judg¬ 
ment, and the actcftaiion of all die prophetic writ¬ 
ings to the free forgivenefs of fins through faith in 
his name;—thefe were the. grand topics, on which 
the Apoftle infifted. Thcfe, aJlb, arc the fubjefts, 
which, above all others, are neceflary to be underftood 
and kept in our view; and to an honeft declaration 
of them, in every,age. of the Church, the divine 
bleffing is promifed. 

Cornelius and his company liftened with fixed, at¬ 
tention i and, while they gladly received the record, 
which God gave of his Son, the. Holy Ghoft defeended, 
probably with fome external manlfeftatbns of his 
power, confirmed the t, utli. of the word,, and accom.- 
panied it with an efficacious influence to the hearers. 

1 i 2 They 
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They were endued with fuch miraculous powers/ a$ 
might qualify them to be w^tnel&s and preachers of 
the GofpeL They fpake in languages, which they 
had never learned, and with ardent gratitude pro- 
cl^med- the foveVeign and diftinguifhing mercy of the 
Lord. When He had thus' evidently accepted themy 
/ his people could not refule to admit them into their 
cofumunion. They were all, therefore, taken into 
the fociety of believers, by the initiating rite of bap- 
tlfm: they made an open profelTion of attachment to 
Chrift, and folemnly dedicated themfelves to his fer- 
vice. Nothing more is related concerning them, but 
that they requefted the continuance of Peter a few 
di\ys longer, being defirous to enjoy fomc further be- 
neht from his miniftry, to be eilablilhed, edified, and 
comforted in their holy faith. » Thofc, who know the 
worth of the Golj»l, will efteem and folicic the com¬ 
pany and eonverlation of fuch, as are more advanced in 
grace, and are able to communicate the molt falutary 
inllrudllons. But, when connections of this fort are 
difregarded, it is obvious, that the truth and ways of 
God are not properly efteemed. 

Probably, the Centurion retained his fituation in 
the Roman army: at lead, he not commanded 
to relinquilh it; nor is the occupation of a foldicr any 
where condemned in the fcriptures, as abfolutely finful in 
itfelf.- It was, indeed, unfavourable to pure religion, yet 
perhaps it fumilhedhim with opportunities of doing ex- 
tenfive good. The ApoHolical direftion is, ** Let every 
man. r;K<>r..;n hc is Called, thcrdn abidc with God*.” 


• I Cor. vii. 24 . 
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It Is poflibic, that a good confcience may require us to 
abandon our poft: but let us not quit itj merely to 
avoid difficulties. Rather, let us enquire) i^ by a 
faithful and honourable difcharge of obr duty, we may 
not glorify God and benefit our felloV-crcatures. We 
may cxpeft pecutiar fuppbrt in the place, to which we 

% f 

arc appointed; and, perhaps, we are not qualified for 
any other. 

Whatever we may be difpofed to think of the Hate 
of Cornelius towards God, before his extraordinary 
call, it is evident that the fcripturcs deferibe this call as 
a difpenfation of peculiar mercy, from which both he 
and others received fingular advantages. If he had 
previoufly obtained acceptance, he was then taught 
that he owed it entirely to the interpofixion of. the 
Lord Jefus Chrift: and, doubtlefs, the clear difeovery 
of redemption tended to fill his foul with peace and 
joy, and to excite him to higher degrees of holintfs. 
Nothing, therefore, can be concluded from the cafe 
before us to the difparagement of the Gofpel: nay, 
rather, we may here perceive the bleflcd fruits of the 
Saviour’s mediation, and in this view fliould fay with 
the Apoftlcs, " Then hath Goil alfo to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life and “ purified their 
hearts by faith f.” May we be encouraged to feck 
for a participation of the fame grace! 

A public ceftimony was now given, that in tite 
Church of Chrift the diftinftions between Tew and 
Greek, bond and free, male and female, are don^ 
away, and that believers “ arc all one in Chrift Je- 

* Ails xh iS. ■ t 9. 
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fus • And " ifA«e.l?e Chrift’s,” it raatters not from 
^vhat parentage we are defended, we are Abra> 
ham’s &ed, and heirs according to the promife.” The 
door of mercy continues open, and we are autliorized 
to exhort all, without refpcdfc of perfons, tliat they 
i^rneiUy fi^Ucit an admUhon. The fame bkning, 
which Peter pc^jijoTed to Corpelius, is (HU offered to 
us: it is our’s, alfo, to hear of rcmiflion of fins through 
faith 'in the Son pf God. It is generally allowed, that 
notorious oifenders Hand in need of it; nor (hould we 
hefitate to tender it in the fiiUeft manner to the moft 
Abandoned. But fomc appear to rejeft it with difdain, 
as if, on account vf their amiable temper and moral 
charaftcr, it were unncceflary for diem to fcek re¬ 
demption through the blood of the crols. Alas! they 
deceive themfelvcs. If they be as exemplary as Cor¬ 
nelius, which perhaps may be doubted, yet this cafe 
will teach them to place a high value upon the falva- 
tion, exhibited in the Go^l, and will condemn their 
proud contempt of this mercy. 

To men of all char^fters the good tidings arc ad- 
drefled. The Lord Chrift is preached unco us for the 
forgivcnefs'of fins. Is not this the blelfing, wliich is 
indifpenfably requifite? Then let us obey the great 
evangelical precept, without cavilling, and bcireve on 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, as having made peace for us, 
6o will the word of God come unto us, as it did to 
Cornelius, “ in demonftration of the Spirit and of 
power.” The Holy Ghoft is not now communi¬ 
cated in thofc extraorinary operations,'which were 

f Gal» uL zZ, 29. 
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^ce expedient; but he defcends> as certamly as he did 
in the primitive ages, on all who cordially accept the 
meffage of grace. He enlightens, i^ftifies, and com¬ 
forts them* and thus ^ves them in unqueftionable 
evidence, that they have not believed a lie.” Let 
us look up in fervent prayer for this efficacious in¬ 
fluence, that he may accompUfh'.in us “all the good 
pleafure of his goodnefs.*’ Then, like the devout 
Centurion, we j(hall Ihout aloud for joy, whilft we 
magnify God for his mercy, and celebrate the praifes 
.ef our Lord and Saviour Jcfiis Chrift. Ameft. 
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^ • CHAP. XJ. 

Herod ferjeeuted the Church—killed James—‘imprybned 
Peter—was difappoinied by that Apojile's miraculous 
ejcape—jlatteredt as if be were a deity—fuddenly de~ 
Jlrcyed for bis pride, 

\ 

Thb faithful followers of Chrift, though called to 
maintain a fevcrc warfare againft an evil world, are not 
every moment engaged in aflual conflift. For graci¬ 
ous purpofes they may be at ccrftiin times exempted 
from all external dtfturbances, and permitted to enjoy 
a ftatc of cafe and profperity. " The Lord maketh 
even their enemies to be at peace with them 
Such a feafon occurred after the converlion of Sc. Paul. 
Perhaps fome of the violent oppofers of the GolpcI 
were difeouraged, when they faw fo bold a champion 
defert them. ** Then had the churches reft through¬ 
out all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, and were 
edifipd, and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in 
the comfort of the ’ Holy Ghoft, were multiplied f.’* 
At length, hqwever, a furious pcrfecutor arofc, and 
threatened them with terrible devaftation. 'f'he refult, 
indeed, was, that he was fuddenly cut down by the 


* Piov.xvi. j. 
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hind of God, whom he had provoked, yet for a while 
he was fufFered to fticw the* malignity of his heart, for 
the vindication of, the ftroke of the Avenger. 

The contemplation of fuch chara^frs may c^tcite 
many painful lenfations, but fuggefts profitable reflec¬ 
tions. We lhall here pcrctive, that our depraved na¬ 
ture is filled with enmity agalnft God *and his people, 
that the fiefceft adyerfaries of the truth are not to be 
dreaded or envied, in the height of all their pomp and 
power, and that their triumphing is fhort. We fhaJl 
learn, alfo, from the inftance before us, to fear before 
that holy Lord God, who is jealous of his honour, and 
whofe anger is tremendous? when he arifeth to take 
vengeance. 

The perfon, now introduced to our notice,- is 
Herod furnamed Agrippa, grandfon of that Herod, 
who maflacred the children at Bethlehem, nephew to 
him who murdered John the Baptift, and the father 
of that prince who was ** almoft perfuaded to be 
a Chriftian.” He was the king of Judea, which 
he governed as a Roman province. He is faid to 
have been zealous for the religion of the Jews: but, 
perhaps, he profclTed it only with tire view of con¬ 
ciliating their favour} at leafl, he fhewed in his 
general condu<5b a fondnefs for popularity. His 
avowed oppofition to the Qofpel may in fome degree 
be aferibed to that principle, whilft it is obvious from 
the haughtineffi of Ipint, which he poflefTed, that he 
fnufl: himfelf have been totally averfc to the humbling 
^o^rines of our religion. 

Herod th^ king ftrctched forth his hands to vex 

certain 
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certain of the Church We lament, that power 
Ihould ever be extircifed for fuch puipofes; and that 
they, who are appointed for the puhi/hment of evil 
,doers,” fliould* exert their authority to harafs and 
deftroy them that do well. The flock of Chrrft was 
the objeft of this tyrant’s * indignation: he regarded 
not their inof^enfive and benevolcrit difpofition, but 
like a ravenous wolf fought to fcatter and devour 
them i and they, like defencelcfs Iheep, were obliged 
to fly, or were doomed to the flaughter. They were 
afflifted in different ways, not by reproach and con¬ 
tempt alone, or by the deprivation of their worldly 
fubftance, but by imprifoiOTcnt, toruji"es, and death. 
It fliotdd feem, that their religion was their only of¬ 
fence, and the true caufc of that malignity, with which 
they were treated. Chriftian* may be guilty of im¬ 
prudence and mifeonduft: but it is their attachment 
to their divine Maftcr, which principally exates perfe- 
cution againft them. Thus Jefus declaredi “ If ye 
were of die world, the world would love his own: but 
becaufir ye are not of the worldi but I have chofen yoij 
put of the world, therefore the world hateth you f.” 

Probably, many perfons in a-private fituation fell 
under Herod’s refentmenti but^ thefe were not of 
confequence enough to fatiate his fury. He turned 
liis hand againft feme of the leading charafters in the 
Churcli, and, of courfe, die Ajoftlcs were firft mark¬ 
ed out for deftruftion. James, the brother of John, 
was feized and flain with the fword: thus he, who 
l\ad been fo dear to Jefus, foon flnilhed his hbopre, 

■t John XV, 19. 
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and, the firft of the twelve, rcccivtd the crown of 
martyrdom. The loft of fo valuable a life, whei? 
Cliriftianicy ftqod in need of cveiy fuppo^, was an 
afflidling difpcnfation. But, perhaps,-the violence 
cruelty of the oppreflbr, inftead of checking, pro¬ 
moted the progTcft of the Golpel. Did it not appear 
more glorious, through'St. James’s readineft to fiifltf 
in its defence, and through the fubfequent perfcverance 
of his aflbeiates in the miniftry, who continued to 
delpife the menaces of their enraged perfecucors ? 
The Jews, however, felt themfclves gratified by the 
king’s ftnguinary conduft, and, probably, flattered 
him for the fervour of hU religious zeal. With a 
view, therefore, to recommend himfelf and his ad- 
miniftration, he proceeded to further afts of fcvcrity 
againft the Chriftians/ Alas! to what lengths of 
folly and wickedneft have men been hurried by ^ fond- 
neft for vain applaufe I Let us bey^arc of iiidujging a 
pafllon, wWch Is of fo deftruftive a tendency. 

The arduous and unwearied' exertions of Sc. Pe¬ 
ter in propagating the truth rendered him particu¬ 
larly obnoxious. Accordingly, the tyrant marked 
him out for the next vifHm, apprehended and ini- 
prifoned him. Itjvas intended that his death Ihoiild 
be a public exhibition, as a fight which would afford 
peculiar pleafure to the people. But the celcbratiof| 
of the paflbvcr interfered with the execution. Thcfc 
murderers were exafb in their ceremonial obfervances, 
like the murderers of jefus, who, while they con¬ 
trived his crucifixion, paid a fcrupulous attention to 
the holy feaft. It was decreed, therefore, that the 

Apoflle 
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Apoftle ftould be brought forth to fufFer, at the 
conclufiqn of the folenuiity.' But his hour was not 
then come. Whatever our enemies may threaten, 
we poffcfs an i^ifaUiblc lecurity under the care and 
ptpteftion of out Almighty Lord, fo long as he lhall 
pleafc to employ us in his fcrvice, or retain us in our 
appointed poft. Let us leave to him the determination 
of every event, and be felicitous, not fo much to efcape 
the hand of violence, as to anfwcr fomc ufcful purpofe, 
" whether it be by life or by death.” 

Herod, determined to make furc of his prifoner, 
not only kept him in clofe confinement, but com¬ 
mitted him to the cuftody of four quaternions of fol- 
diers, left a refeue or an efcape fliould be attempted. 
But no ftrength or contrivance can prevail againil 
the counfcl of the Lord. If fhould fay, “ Go 
forcli,” no g^tes or chains, nor even all the armed 
force of the moft potent monarch, can hold one weak, 
defencelefs faint in bondage. The inceffant prayers 
of die Church, which were offered up for the Apoftle, 
procured the divine interpofition for his rcleafe, and 
effectually defeated the king’s intention. " The 
Lord fent his Angel, and delivered Peter out of the 
hand of Herod, and from all the ^expeSation of the 
Jews.” Yet his miraculous prefervation was delayed 
till within a few hours of the time appointed for hi^ 
execution. On dus account it was thg more cooi 
fpicuous, and calculated to recommend the Gofpel 
to the favourable notice, at Icaft to reftrain the fi«7» 
of its adverfaries. God, as it were, publicly de¬ 
clared the caufe of the prifoner to be his owp, and 
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all> who paid any fcrious attention to that teftimony, 
muft have perceived that oppofition was vain, fboiifli, 
and wicked. Who fhall prefiimc to fight againft 
Him? 

The mijltitude were difappointed -of the entertain¬ 
ment, which had been promifed them in the tortures 
and death of the Apoftle. The ‘bloody perfecutor 
commanded diligent fcarch to be made for his in¬ 
tended viftimj but Peter was fecured from his rage : 
the Lord concealed him, as he had done Baruch 
and Jeremiah on a fimilar oCcafion *. Thus the 
pride of the tyrant was mortified, when he found him- 
felf robbed of his prey; but his heart refufed to 
be humbled. He ought to have confefled his own 
iniquity, for having defigned to take away an in¬ 
nocent life. But alac»! in what numerous inftanccs 
ire we conftrained to remark the blindnefs and obdu¬ 
racy of men in a ftate of impenitence! Lord, 
when thy hand is lifted up, they will not fecj” they 
will not believe or regard the manlfeft interpofitions 
of Heaven: but the time is coming, when “ they 
lhall fee, and be afhamed for their envy at. the peo¬ 
ple f.” Whatever might be Herod’s view of the 
matter, he doubtlels wilhed to diferedit the miracle, 
and prevent its influence upon the public mind. He 
flew the guards, to whole care Peter was committed, 
that Che efcape of the prifoner might be aferibed to 
their negligence. It has been a common device with 
the enemies of Chriftianity to fpread falfe reports, 
ind give a wrong ftatement of real fails, in order 

m 

^ Jer. xxxvi» a6. • lia. xxvL ii* 
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ta prejudice odiers, and obviate the probable eife£t 
of the truth. We fljould therefore be afrwd of Uf- 
tening to any milrcprefcntatiohs of the religion of 
die Goipel. Let us examine with ilti^ impartiality, 
and judge with '.the moft ferious deliberation. Shall 
we not be inexcufable, if through inatcendoh we fuffer 
ourfclves to be itapofed on, an^ tricked out of our fal- 
vation, “ by the Height of men, and cunning craftinels; 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive • ?” 

Perhaps, Herod declined all further pcrfecurion of 
the Church: but the cries of them,- whom he had 
opprelTcd, entered into the ears of the Lord of 
fabaoth." The blood, which he had ftied, and that 
alfo, which he had defigned to Ihed, demanded ven¬ 
geance agaihft him. Yet he was fpared for fome 
time. God is patient and excrcifeth much forbear¬ 
ance towards his enemies. Why clle is not the com¬ 
mon courfe of events obftnifted, and the world it- 
felf (Icrtroycd ? Confidcring the daring provocations 
of liis creatures, we may wonder, that He doth not 
make bare his arm, and coiifume them in his anger. 
But his jiifticc will ftrike at the laft. ” If the wicked 
turn not. He will whet his fword; he hath bent his 
bow, and made it ready. He hath alfo prepared for 
him the inftruments of death j he ordaineth his arrows 
againft the perfccutors-l*.” 

I'lerod removed from Jenilalcm to Cefarea, to ce¬ 
lebrate cert.iin games, as Jofephtiis repojts, in honour 
of the Roman Emperor. Here we flfell behold him, 
at one moment in a Race of high dignity and glory, 

' £ph, iv. 1^. t F(al. vu. 12, 13; 
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at another debafed even to the duft. During his 

s 

refidence at Ce^ea, dy? Tyrians and SidonUns, 
whom he had threatened with war for fomc offence, 
fent a deputation to him> profeffmg fubmilTion, and 
dt^recating his anger. Through th5 influence of 
the king’s chamberlain, they obtained the defired re^ 
conciliation i and the plan of hofliiisies was relln- 
quifhed. But Herod, for the gratification of his 
own exceflive vanity by a pompous difplay of his 
greatnefs, gave a public audience to the ambaflk- 
dors, and endeavoured to ImpreJs them with an 
idea of his abilities, magnificence, and power. He 
iwd provided for the purpofe a fplendid robe of richefl: 
texture, which, according to Jofephus, was fo exqui- 
fitely wrought with filvcr, that, when the fun llionc 
upon it, the eyes of fpedtators were dazzled. Thus 
arrayed, he entered the'crowdal theatre, and feated 
himfdf upon a throne of ftate, defirous toattrafk the 
general notice, admiration, and applaufe. 

He exhibited all the grandeur of his majefty, and 
it fhould feem that he was alfo oflentatious of his 
fioqncncc. He addrefleti tlie aflembly in a fpeecls 
prepared for the occafiooi the pur[>orc of which 
was, moft protnibly, to celebrate his own power and 
clemency before tht gazing multitude. I’liey werC’ 
not backward to pay him t!ic dt^rence he wlflicd 
for. They might be ftruck with a plcafing aftonifh- 
ment, or, pcrcciying 4iis defign, were difpofed to 
. gratify liis pride 4^ expreflions of grols adulation. 
They gave a Ihout, declaring their high admiration > 
and, as if they were ready to exalt him above the 

rank 



4^6 SCRIPTURE characters. 


t 

rank of mortals, by giving him divine honours, they 
cried out, “ It is the voice of a god, and not of a 
man.” This was pro^e language indeed, and the 
more fo, as hiany of the company had been inftrufted 
to worlhip none but Jehovah. The king himfclf 
was fufficiently acquainted with the facred fcripturcs, 
to be convinced that (uch jidoration was impious in 
the extreme, and he ought to have rejefted it with 
abhorrence. But he was evidendy delighted, and, 
being elated with vanity, confented to receive that 
homage, which ftiould be paid only to our Almighty 
Creator. "He gave not God the glory:’* he did 
not refer the people to Him, and, as rf he forgot his 
oWn entire dependence, acknowledged not his obli¬ 
gations to the fovereigrt Lord of all, for tlie diftin- 


gliin)ed eminence, to which he was raifed. 

Sucli was Mcrod; fee as forfiething moire thari 

human, levered as a deify by flattering parafites, and 

fooiifh enough to be pleafed widi their idolatrous ob • 

lations of praife. The abfurdity as well as wicked 

nefs of the king in this trahfadion may furprife us; 

but we fliall ceafe to wonder, if we ferioufly attend 

to the Hate of our fallen, nature. Pride is moft un- 

fuicable to us, as creatures and finner.s; yet, though 

" not made for men,” it is interwoven in our verv 

1 - 

frame. We are not unwilling to be extolled for ex¬ 
cellencies which we do not poffefe; we wifli to re¬ 
nounce our fubjeftion to Him ^ho made iis, and claim 
a conlcquence and refpeftj which afe due only to Di¬ 
vinity icfclf There are peculiar fnares and dangers 
attendant on perfons in an elevated rank; they are 

more 
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filore efpeclally liable to be puffed up with a conceit of 
their own importance.* Man, being in honour,*’ 
not only “ abideth not,” but “ is like the bealts that 
perifh Such a ficuation too often ftupifies the 
mind, and renders it incapable of proper difeemment; 
and then he, who is the objeft of general admiration 
and applaufe, is not himfelf, and* <^not make a fair 
eftimate of things. Or, like the brute animals, he is 
engrofled with fuch matters, as are immediately within 
his view, to the neglcft and contempt of fuch as are 
remote. Accordingly, the hiftory of mankind will 
fumifh many inftances of thofe, who, having rifen to 
great power, claimed and received titles and profeffions 
of homage, which are the unalienable and exclufive 
right of the Lord Almighty. Let none among our- 
felves prefume, Aat we, if placed in eminent ftations, 
Ihould be fecure from fuch effcfls. Let us all, rather, 
fufpedl our own hearts, and pray earneftly, that God 
may fubdue ovr natural vanity, and keep us humble 
under a fenfe of our infignificance, wcaknefs, and 
depravity. 

An exemplary punifhmcnt was inflifted on the 
haughty king. In the midft of all his fplendour, while 
he was elated with the notion of his own fuperior 
excellence, as if 4re were a god, he felt a mortifying 
conviftion, and exhibited a melancholy proo^ of his 
helpleflhefs and mortality. He was inftantly feized 
with excruciating pains, forced to confefs his folly 
and wrctchcdnefs to his idolatrous admirers, and, after 


VoL. IV. 
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,a few daj-s of extreme fufFerjng, became a loath-* 
fome coipfe. Many learned folutidns, probably, may 
be given, and phyfical reafons afllgned for his extraordi¬ 
nary death. But St. Luke, the lacred hiftorian, though 
himfclf a pliyfician, afcribes it Iblcly to the immediate 
vengeance of Heaven: “ the Angel of the Lord fmotc 
him.” We alk^not for any other explanation i and 
we lament that fo many h^m' determined to afcribe 
every event to natural principles <ind fecond caufes, 
unwilling to acknowledge the firft great caufc of all, 
or to allow the God of nature any influence in the 
government of the univerfe. 

The vifitation of God in this cafe was the more 
remarkable, as it followed immediately upon the fin, 
which had provoked his anger. Bccaufe fentcnce 
againft an evil work is not executed fpcedily: there¬ 
fore the heart of the fons of mtn is fully fet in them 
to do evil But here jufticc overfook the offender 
with fwift fteps, and exliibited him to public view, 
even in the moment of his higheft exaltation and tri¬ 
umph, as a fignal inftance of the divine vengeance, 
againft pride and pcrfecution. Thus, while Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar boaftingly exclaimed, “ Is not this great 
Babylon, that I fiave built for the houfc of the king¬ 
dom, by the might of my power, and for the honour 
of my inajefty?” there fell a voice from heaven, fay¬ 
ing, “ The kingdom is departed from thee f.” Bel- 
fhazzar, alfo, in the very aft ojf “ lifting up himfclf 
againft the Lord of heaven,” was confounded by the 


* Ecclef. viii. li. 
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handwriting, which declared, that, being weighed in 
the balances and found, wanting, he Ihould Toon be de¬ 
prived of his dominion 

The particular nature of Herod’* punlfliment ftems 
tJefigned to Ihcw the odioulhefs of his fin. He-vrai 
prefiimptuoufly elated,.and therefore God determine 
to reduce him to the flowed date* ef abafement. As 
he received with complacency the impious adulations 
of the people, and probably indulged the conceit, that 
he was advanced above the lot of humanity, lie became 
a weak and defencelefs prey to the mcaneft and mod 
loathfome vermin. He was eaten of worms, and 
gave up the ghoft.” Bred in the putrefaftion, wliich 
feized his frame, they fuddenly attacked his vitah:, 
and rendered iiim an objeft of niifcry and abhor¬ 
rence. Who could then envy or admire his fplen- 
dour and greatnefs ? Who could any longer bow tlie 
knee to worfliip him ? He cried out in tlie anguilh 
of his heart j his pampered body was foon turned into 
’corruption} and all his pomp and dignity were laid in 
tlie dud. 

** Lord, what is man!” “Verily, at his bed 
edate, he is altogether vanity -f.” His mental fa- 
cultics, glorious and excellent as they are, afford no 
ground for boadfng, fmee in a moment they may be im¬ 
paired or deranged. His outward form may be comely, 
but it is a diort-livcd flower, and may be indantJy 
bladed in the height of its gaiety. “ When thou. 
Lord, with rebukes dod correft man for iniquity, 
thou maked his beauty to confume away like a moth: 

tPfal. cxliv. 3. xxxix. ?. 
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ibreljr every man is vanity Let thofe, who profe 
thcmfelves in a vigorous conftjturion, a graceful per- 
fon, or an eloquent addrefs, contemplate the cale of 
Herod, and be aljiamed of their foolifh oftcntacion. 
Can you bear to* be told, that not only lhall worms 
devouf your fielh in the gr^ve, but pofllbly thofe 
loathfomc creatures, may receive a commifllon againft 
you, and render you, in your moft profperous ftatc 
upon earth, a terror to yourfelves and .others ? O 
feek for fomething better, than any of thofe decora¬ 
tions or accomplilhments, of which you may be fo 
foon deprived! The grace of Jefus is a furc and 
never-failing treafure to the fmcere believer. O la¬ 
bour to obtain the one thing needful!” It is “ that 
good part, which lhall not be taken away-f.” 

This hiftory will teach us to be thankful for the 
outward peace and fecurity, w*hich the Church o( 
Chrift, crtabliflied among us, now enjoys. The re¬ 
ligious privileges, afforded us in this country, arc 
fmgularly great. Let us praife God, that we are’ 
the fubjefts, not of a furious and pcrfccuting tyrant, 
but of ** a nurfing-father’* to our Zion. Let us give 
diligence to improve our incftioiable advantages to 
good purpofe, and be afraid left our negligence of dif* 
content fhould provoke God to wichAaw them. 

Yet thofe, wlio fuffer for righteoufnefs’ fake,” have 
no real caufe to dread their moft violent and powerful 
oppofers. The ftrength of your cneniics, when exerted 
againft the caufe of God, is feeble and contemptible. 
Wliilc w« refer you to Herotl, we afle, " Who art 

t Luke X. 43. . 

thou. 
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thou, that thou Ihouldft be afraid of a man that (hall 

% 

die, and of the fon of man, which friall be made as 
grafs ?—and haft feared continually every day bccaufc 
of the fury of the oppreflbr, as if*, he were ready to 
deftroy ? And where is the fury of the oppreflbr * ?’* 
The Lord will furcly maintain his own truth; and 
perhaps the perfecutlbn, which appears moft formi¬ 
dable, may eventually promote its advancement. He¬ 
rod, who “ ftretched forth his hands to vex certain 
of the Church,” was cut down; “ but the word of 
God grew and multiplied.” O learn to truft your 
concerns with your faithful and Almighty Proteftor! 
“Cry out and fhout, thou inhabitant of Zion; for 
great is the Holy One of Ifrael in the midft of thee 
“ No weapon that is formed againft thee ftiall prof- 
per; and every tongue, that fhall rife againft thee in 
judgment, thou lhalt condemn J.” 

From the charafter and tremendous punifhment of 
Herod, a fuitable occafion is given, to warn others 
of his fpirit and conduift. Many in private life are 
diipofed to deride and opprefs thofe, who appear zea¬ 
lous for the faith and praflice of the Gofpel. We 
would atgue with them concerning the unreafon- 
ablenefs and danger of their oppofitton, and afk, Who 
are you, that you fhould wifli to dirc(ft another 
man’s confcience ? Wlutever influence or authority 
you poflefs, prefuijic not to fee yourfrlrcs up in the 
place of the fupreme Judge, or to ufiirp dominion 
“ over God’s heritage.” Your perfccution is as 
foolifh, as it is bale. It may, probably, deter hypo- 

• Ifa. Ill I 13. t xii* I liv. 17* 
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elites, but it will render finccre beUevers more firm 
and courageous in their profeflibn. They, who truly 
underhand the worth of Chrift and his falvation, 
will not defert his* fcrvice on account of the difficul- 
tk s, which you may throw in dicir way. Yet, while 
y;^»u are endeavouring to keep 'men in ignorance and 
fin, the tendency of' your condu(5t is to deceive and 
ruin their immortal fouls: and in this view you muft 
be ranked amongd robbers and alTanins of the mod: 
heinous kind. If you coiifider likewife, that your 
oppofition is in faft levelled againft God himfclG 
your guilt will appear peculiarly enormous. You ex¬ 
ert your influence to prevent a due fubjeflion to his 
authority, and therefore you arc promoting rebellion 
in his government. And do you not tremble for 
d^e confequcncc ? He will aflur^lly reckon with you 
for your profane dcrifion of his word, and injurious 
treatment of his people. Perhaps, you may be made, 
like Herod, a monument of vengeance: for we have 
heard of many fimilar cafes. At Icaft, the time is 
coming, when, if you repent not, Jehovah “ will 
fpeak unto you in his wrath, and vex you in his fore 
difplcafure 

We c.-uition our readers, alfo, to Jaeware of that 
hauglitincli) of fpirit, which the king of Judea betrayed. 
“ God rdifleth the proud,” and determines that ** they 
flaall be abafed,” Yet arc we not all, in one rclpcdt 
or another, chargeable with this fin ? Has it not 
been our aim and fludy to difplay ourfelvcs, our 
abilities, poflefTions, or performances, in tn oftenta- 

* Pfa!. ii. 5. 
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tious manner ? Have we not claimed the credit, and 
refufcd to give God the glory?” There is no 
fuperiority, mental or corporeal, which we can en¬ 
joy, but pride will find in it occafion of boafting and 
triumph. We are continually in changer of exalting 
the creature to the neg^eft of the Creator. O let us 
look with a holy jealopfy on our rtioft admired advan¬ 
tages; for, whatever they may be, if Gotl be not ac¬ 
knowledged and ferved in them, they will prove the 
means of aggravated guilt and everlalling deftruftion! 

How many are cut down, like Herod, in the 
midft of their vanity and profanenefs! Do not the 
frequent inftances of the fudden deaths of profligate 
offenders excite an alarm amongft us? We entreat 
the attention of the carclcfs and impenitent to this 
tremendous fubjeft.^ Any other fin, as well as thofe 
wliich appeared in the charafter before us, will, if 
perfifted in, expofe you to the fierce anger of 
Almighty God. His hand is lifted up; and, perhaps, 
he may fhortly ftrike the fatal blow. What, then, is 
your hope, when God taketh away your foul * ?” 
Ah! “ where fhall the ungodly and the finner ap¬ 
pear t ?” The acute difeafe, by which Herod pe- 
rilhcd, was only an omen and warning of that in¬ 
finitely more terrible mifery, which awaited him. 
“ He was eaten of wormsbut there is a worm, 
“ which dicth not,” and which will be for ever 
gnawing the confciences of them " that obey not 
the Gofpcl of God.” Is not this more than you can 
bear to thjpk of? Yet remember, it is decreed, that 

• Job xxvii. 8 . t ' Pet* w, 18 . 
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** though hand join in hand, the wicked lhall not be 
unpuniflied And, perhaps,, the irrevocable fcn- 
tencc may inftantly go forth, ** This night thy foul 
fhall be required pf theef.” O fcck forgivencfs by 
the blood of the ctofs! Seek the renovation of yoiu' 
hearts in righteoufncfs, by the grace of the Spirit! 

Today, if ye wjU hear the voice of God, harden 
not your hearts J.” Submit to him without referve, 
and you fhall know, that He, who is terrible in his an¬ 
ger, ” dclightcth in mercy. He will fubdue your ini¬ 
quities, and call all your fms into the depths of the 
fw§.’* 

* Prov, x 2 . ai. t Luke xii. 20. t Heb. iv. 7. 

5 Mic. vii. t8, 19. 
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CHAP. XII. 

(^nfjimusy the Jervant ef Pbilmon-^rohhed bis mafler-^ 
fled to Rme^there converted through Si. Paul's mi- 
iiiflry—returned to bis mafler with the Apoftle's recom¬ 
mendation—was affeSliomUely received hy the Church 
as a brotber’~~and probably admitted into the /acred 
miniflry, 

we are confidering the charaftcrs of 
men, we ought to perceive and admire tlie glory and 
perfe£bions of God in his conduit towards them. The 
government, which He exerciles over our fallen race, 
exhibits an aftonilhing view of his love, no lefs than 
ofhis power. Such a view is given us in every inftance 
of the conyerfion of» finner. Cafes of this nature arc 
always to be regarded as events of peculiar magnitude. 
They difeover the exceeding greatnefs of that grace, 
which can pardon and fan^tify the rebellious ; and dier^ 
fore, as far as they are made known to us, demand our 
ferious attention. 

t 

The perfon, who ft- here propofed as the fubjpft of 
our meditations, claims our notice on this ground. 
The facred volume, indeed, does not contain a large 
account i but the few pircumftances, recorded of him, 

•will 
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will fiirnilh us with important inftruftion. He had 
been placed in a mean fituat?on, and his conduct had 
been infamous j but, the doftrine of the crcds having 
readied his heart^'with a mighty energy, he became an 
honourable and ufcful member both of focicty and of 
the Church of God. May v?c, like the holy Angels, 
rejoice over the repenting Cnner! May we con¬ 
template the change with gratitude and delight, and 
prove by our future obedience, that we have obtained 
the fame mercy! 

Onefimus was no more than a common flave, but 
probably did not feel the hardfhips, generally attendant 
on fuch a condition; and he was favoured with op¬ 
portunities of gaining religious knowledge and improve¬ 
ment. His mafter Philemon profefled and adorned 
the Golpcl, having a church in, his houfe, and being 
diftinguilhed for his love and faith toward the Lord 
Jefus and toward all faints.” It fhould feem, alfo, that 
he was a faithful preacher, for St. Paul addrefles him 
as his “ dearly beloved and fellow labourer The 
meaneft fervant, in fuch a pious family, doubtlels 
enjoyed peculiar advantages of a fpiritual kind. But 
no external means can cliangc the heart. Oncfmius 
retained his fituation without any, apparent benefit 
from the prayers, inftruftions, admonitions, or exam¬ 
ple of his excellent mafter; and on this account his 
guilt was'more highly aggrai^ted. To continue 
carelefs and impcniteiit, under the conftant obfcrvatlon 
of the efficacious and happy influence of real religion. 
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manifefts the deepcft depravity: it implies more than 
grofs ignorance, an avowW contempt and rCjciStion of 
God and his truth. 

O confider, if you are the members of fuch an 
houlhold, as that of Philemon, What improvement 
are you making of the vstluablc opportunities afforded 
you ? Have you not yot -to learn the way of righte- 
oufhefs, though you have long been taught ? Do you * 
not neglcA your fouls, tliough continually warned of 
your danger ? You arc fummoned to the worlhip of 
God, both at Church and at home: but do you not 
ftill remain ftrangers to prayer? What account, then, 
lhall you be able to give ? Should you die in unbelief^ 
your mafters and parents, whofe exhortations you 
have defpired, willVitnefs againft you: and that ficu- 
ation, which might hav^ proved an inefliraable blcfllng, 
will eventually be your hcavieftcurfe. 

Onefimus was not merely thoughtlcJs, but deftitute 
of all principles of probity. He betrayed his truft in 
Philemon's fcrvicc, and then ablcondcd with tlie pil¬ 
fered property. Is the heinoufiiefs of dilhonefty fuffi- 
ciently confidcred? Are you, to whom the concerns of 
others arc committed, ftriftly attentive to your obliga¬ 
tions ? Do you h^e robbery, even in the fmalleft de¬ 
gree ? And are all your tranfaCtions fuch, as you could 
bear to produce to the public view ? O remember, 
there is a God in heaven, who narrowly infpefts your 
private dealings, and will expofe every fraudulent prac¬ 
tice at the day of judgment: Will not this be to your 
unfpeakable confufion t Determine, then, to fuffer 
any dilHculties, rather than wafte or embezzle what is 

depofited 
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depofittd with you. Let ** no man go beyond and 
defraud his brother in any matter, bccaufc the Lord 
is the avenger of all fuch 

From this vfew of Onefimus’s ftate and condudt 
we fliould have' apprehended every thing bad: and 
had he received the juft recompenfc of his iniquity, or 
been left to follow, without reftraint, the devices of his 
own heart, the conlcqucnce miift have been fatal. But 
a different fccne opens upon us; and we turn from the 
profligacy of the finncr, to behold the rich and fove- 
reign grace of our God in Jefus Chrift. 

Onefimus, having balely deferted his maftcr, pro¬ 
bably became a wanderer and a vagabond. In that 
ft^te, under the controlling influence of divine Provi¬ 
dence, his fteps were direfted to Rome; and there, 
by fome means or other, he brought under the 
miniftry of St. Paul, who, though a prifoner, was per¬ 
mitted po preach the Golpel in his own houfc. What 
>yere Opefimus’s motives for attending the Apoftle, we 
know not; but the event was blefled. The wretched 
rambler was fuddcnly arreftedj an arrow of convitflion 
from the Lord pierced hjs heart; he confeffed his 
guilt, and obtain«i mercy through that Saviour, of 
whom he then heard. A total renqvadon took place 
within him: he “ renounced the hidden things of dif- 
honefty,” and defired to ferve God in rightcoufnefs 
and true holinels. He was more than reformed; he 
was made “ a new creamre.” This, faid Paul, is ** my 
fon Oneflmus, whom I have begdeten in my bonds.” 

||cre, then, is a ftrikiqg inftance, and undeniable 

• ( Theff. iv. 6. 
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j>roof, of the extenfivcnefs and power of that grace, 
which God has exhibited.in the Gofpc!. He can fave 
thofe, whofc cafes to us appear defpcrate. He can 
p^don the moft aggravated fins, and,wa(h away ftains 
of the dcepeft die. He can turn the moft obdurate 
rebel into a faithful fubjedt. Accu^nulated offences, 
and Confirmed habits of wickedne(s,.are no obflru£lion 
to the exereife of his mercy and the influence of his. 
Spirit, on tRofe, whom He is pleafcd to vifit with his 
falvation. On this ground, we may be encouraged to 
entertain a pleafing hope for others, and to offer im¬ 
portunate fupplications for ourielves. 

Some are difpoled to afle. Why docs the Lord per¬ 
mit the obje<5ts of his choice to proceed fo far and con¬ 
tinue fo long in their evil courfes ? Why docs he not 
prevent the mifchicC which they bring upon them- 
fclves and their connexions? “Nay but, O man, 
who art thou that replieft againft God*?” Inftead of 
giving way to curious enquiries and prefumptuous ca¬ 
villings concerning his dilpcnlations, we Ihould rather 
bow before him with unfeigned humility, and confefs 
that wc have no right to queftlon tlie wifdom or the 
equity of his proceedings. Many of his rcafons are 
concealed from us j but that part of his conduX, which 
he has condefcenc&d to explain, demands our admira¬ 
tion, love, and.praifci and, even when his appoint¬ 
ments appear to us (Irange and unaccountable, we 
Aiould reft alTured, that He doeth all things well. At 
the laff day, it will be inconteflably demonflrated, that 


" the 
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** the Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 
his works 

i 

We grant that He fuffers men, for whom he has 
««thoughts of peace and not of evil,” to gratify their 
own perverfe defircs, and make a daring progrefs in 
wickednels. Thus he cakes occafion to humble them 

I 

more e6feftuallx, .after they have given full proof of 
.dieir depravity by their atrocious conduft. He ex¬ 
hibits in a more confpicuous light the fovereignty of 
his mercy, while he convinces them by their own ex¬ 
perience, that they deferve to pcrilh, even as others, 
and that they are indebted to his Almighty grace 
for the falutary change, which is produced. It is ob- 
fcrvable, too, that perfons of this defeription, when 
they have embraced the Gofpel, generally poflefs a 
ftronger and livelier fenfc of the value of redemption, 
and their obligations to the Saviour, tlian thofe who 
have not run iftto the lame irregularities. They feel 
die more fervent love, as being more deeply imprefled 
widi the perfuafion, that they have much forgiven f. 
Are tlicrc not evident marks of the divine wildom 
and goodnefs in this procedure ? Wc confcfe, however, 
that the fubjcA involves difficulties, which we pretend 
not to explain i and we caution our readers to fulpedl: 
their own reafonings and concluTionsI which are not ex- 
prefsly warranted by the feriptures. While wc main¬ 
tain and rejoice in the foil liberty of the Gofpel, let 
us beware of abufing it to the purpofes of licentiouf- 
nefs. ** Where fm abounded, grace did much more 

• Pfal. cxiv. 17. fLu. vii. 47. 

abound. 





&baund.^What Ihall we fay then ? Shall we Continue 
in fin, that grace may abound ? God forbid*.” We 
reject fMch an inference with abhorrence. 

It is the high prerogative of Him, “ who worketh 
all things after the counfel of his own will f,” to 
bring good out of evil, and to glorify himfelf even by 
the dilbbcdience of his creatures; yct^this does not.in 
any mcafure palliate thbir guilt, 'I'he- wickcdncis 
Jofeph’s brethren, in confpiring againft him and felling 
him into Egypt, was eventually the means of great 
and numerous advantages, and defigned to be fo by 
the divine appointment. But, as they afted from the 
bafeft motives, they were perfefUy inexcufable. “ Yc 
thought evil againft me,” laid Jofeph, ** but God 
meant it unto good J.” It plcafed the Lord, like- 
wife, to render the difhonefty of Onefimus, though 
truly dctcftable, fubfeiwicnt to the moft gracious pur- 
pofes. This, at Icaft, led the way to his converfion j 
and who fliall fay, that it was not permitted, in order 
to fix upon his heart a deep conviftion of his depra¬ 
vity ? What elfe could be die fenfe of die Apoftle, 
when he obferved tx> Philemon, “ Perhaps, he there¬ 
fore departed forafeafon, that thou Ihouldft receive 
him for ever ?” This gives us an aftonifhing view of 
the dilpenfations of God. He preferves his own hoH- 
nelsi yet,'the very fins, which are moft hateful 
to him, form, a part of his plan, inafinuch as he intends 
^to fnakc ufe of then;, in various inftaoces, for the re¬ 
covery of the offenders. They follow their own per- 
verfe inclinations, whilft he fecredy conducts them to 

* Rom. V. 20. vL 1, ». t Eph.i. 11. l Gen. I. 20. 

thofe 



5 Z 2 * SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

thole places and connections, in which a blefiing 
them. Thcfe cafes frequendy occur j but many of 
them, at prelent, may be wifely concealed fiom public 
view, fince men of corrupt minds would thence take 
occalion to blafpheme the truth, and harden themfelvcs 
in their iniquity. But hereafter they will all be dif- 
played, and furpifti the redeemed of the Lord with 
additional reafons for admiring, loving, and praifmg 
Him throughout eternity. 

Such alfo is the fovereign Providence of God, that 

he can never be at a lols for means to accomplilh his 

# % 

own purpofes. He waits to be gracious," and fends 
repeated calls and offers of mercy to thofe, wlio perfift 
in their rebelUon. Yet he is not, he cannot be, difap- 
pointed: if one method foils for reducing them to obe¬ 
dience, another is at hand. Onefimus fled from the 
admonitions of his pious mafitler, but in his flight, 
though this was no part of his intention, he came under 
the minillry of St. Paul, and there received the blefling 
of a new heart. The Lord God, though not confined 
in his agency, generally honours the ordinances of his 
own appointment; and while men feek to evade thole 
exhortations, which are punful (o diem, he is often 
pleafed to bring them undj^ die found Of his word in 
a different ficuadon, and to produce in diem fuch a 
change, as they neither e: 4 >e£ted nor defired. But, 
by whatever inllrument a fpiritual renovadon is 
effeffed, the whole glory IhouH he aferibed to Him, 
** who worketh all in ail *.’* 

This is not a fobje^ of mere fpeculadoiu Con* 
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extends ndt to the judgment only, but to the 
inward principles tampers, wifi appear in the 
o'ufwapd cohduft. In fome ihftinces fufeieht time 
rtiay no'c be dlldwed, to give a public •and decifive proof 
of its reality. We do not aflfcrt, that in tHefe cafes there 
is no evidence to be ilependcd on, but none of that fort, 
which we are authorised to rcqurre* as indifpenlably 
necclfary, where life is ipared, and opportunities of 
doing good are afforded. “ This I fay therefore, and 
teftify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as 
other Gentiles walk *.’* “ Let your light fo Ihinc 
Before men, that they may fee your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven 

Sti Paul without hefitation pronounced Onefimus 
a convert j and; doubdefs, the change was evinced to 
his fatisfedtion. '1‘lic poor fugitive flave felt a deep con¬ 
viction of his guilt, and dpcciaily of the theft, which 
Be Kad committed; He opened his diftrefs^ and made 
a frank confeflion to the Apofflc, that through him he' 
might implore forgivenefs from his much injured 
maffCr. Repentance is always accompanied with a 
painfbl remembrance of fin, a fcnfe of its evil, and a 
readinefa to acknowkdgc both to God and men every 
wrong, which we have done. If the milbhicf! which 
■we have otcafioncS, cannot'be repaired, yct'wc fhould' 
^rovc oiif godly Ibrrow by an honeff and' unreferved 
declaration of our balcncfs. An anxious'ehdeavour , 
to’ dbhy or conteal, tb juft^ or palFiate our milcon- 
duCt, will pve fufficicnV ground for flifpeCling' an'im- 
fiftfrtdhfefs" oF'heaft'. 

• Eph. iv. 17. I Mat. v. 16. 

VoL. IV. L1 Onefimus 
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Onefimus was willing to return to the poft, which 
he had fo Ibamefully defertcd, and dcGrous by a ftrift 
attendon to his duty to be ufcful to that honourable 
perfon, who had ruffcrcd through his former treachery. 

♦ I j 

This was a favourable fign. It ought never to be 
forgotten, that true religion will diredt our regard to 
tlie rcfpedHvc plgcps in life, which we have fbrlaken 
dr hcglefted, and dil^fe us to difeharge our appointed 
offices for the benefit of thofe, to whom we have been 
injurious. The fincerc penitent will enquire, How 
may I ferve and glorify God in my fituatlon ? How 
may I now fulfil thofe obligations, which I have bafely 
violated in time paft ? 1 have wronged and grieved 
my neareft connedlions, my parents or maftcr, my 
children or fervants: in what way may I now be en¬ 
abled CO promote their advantage and comfort ? But 
thofe, who feel no fuch conewn about their future 
condudt, who are not folicitous to anfwer fome more 
profitable purpofe, than they have already done, know 
not the grace of God In truth: their leligion is vain. 

In order to probe the wound more perfe(5tly, we 
obferve, that, if your confcience# be diftrefled by the 
recollection of any trefpafs or inju^, wliich you have 
committed, you muft endeavour to make reparation 
according.to the utmoft of your abilky. If you reflife 
this, jrour profeffions of penitence are hypocritical, 
Onefimus, probably, could not reftore to Pliilcmon 
what h^had ftolen; but he acknpwledged his obliga¬ 
tion to do it. Sc. Paul admitted the demands of the 
mafter, and, taking the obligation of the fervant upon 
himfclf, exprcfsly confirmed tlic intentions and the duty 

of 
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of his convert. Thus the Apoftle writes, “ If he hath 
wronged thee, or 'oweth thee ought, put that on mine 
account: I Paul have written it with mine own hand, 
I wiU repay it." 

Onefimus, having obtained forgivenefs with God, 
was cordially received by*the Church, and from that 
time held in confidcrablc reputation.’ *St. Paul com¬ 
mends him to the notice of the Coloflians, as “ a faith¬ 
ful and beloved brother, who was one of them And 
eccicfiaftical hiftory relates, that he was afterwards 
admitted into the facred miniftry, and laboured dili¬ 
gently for rite converfion of others. What an aftonilh- 
ing and happy change, then, was here accomplilhed! 
How excellent is that fyftem of faith, which is calcu¬ 
lated to produce thefe glorious efiPefls! ” Inftcad of the 
thorn fhall come up th^ fir-tree, and inftcad of the 
brier fhall come up the myrtlc-trce; and it lhall be 
^to the Lord for a name,'for an everlafting fign that 
lhall not be cut offf." After fuch a reprefentacion, 
it will not furcly be objefted, that the dodtrines of tlic 
Gofpel are of a liccn^us tendency. Through the 
gracious provifion which God has made in Jefus 
Chrift, there is free ariti plenteous redemption for thofe, 
who have been moft abandoned in principle and con- 
dudb. But, confiftemly with this truth, we maintain 
that thofe, whom the Lord pardons, He alfo fandbifies, 
and that believers muft prove their finccriry by abound¬ 
ing in all the fruits of ffghteoufoefs. Do we nor, then, 
eftedbually fecure the interefts of morality and hoHnefs ? 

Some, perhaps, objedb to the kindnefs and cordia- 



Ijty, wit!) wi^ich fpch converts arc ufualljr received 
among Chrifjians: but tl»is‘very, circumlUnce, wJuch 
weites diigulj, djfplays^ the ftrpijg, influence of- our 
religion. If there is joy in the prefence of die An¬ 
gel? of God, over repenting finners*, fhall not die 
faipts on earth parciclpate of the fame generous alfec- 
tion and.difmtercdcd plcafurej Shall not ajl, who love 
the Lord, Ihew the tendereft regard for diofc, who 
arc reconciled, to him, without exception of ranh, or 
even of.their. former cliaraftcr? If he vouchfafe .to ad¬ 
mit them into his family as his fons and daughters, who 
arc we, that we Ihould, treat them widi contempt or 
neglc(5k.?^. The grace of God wiU teach us, that wc 
were b.y jiaturc the children of wrath, evpn as others f,” 
and difpofc us to love all thofe as brethren, who appi^r 
to be renewed by the fame Sjiirit. “ It.is,meet.that, 
we flipuld.nwKe merry apd. be.glad: for this our bro¬ 
ther was dead andjs alive again; and v/as Iqlt, and is 

Paul, though ah A^ftle, rejoiced over Onefimus, 
who was no better than a poor^ave, and wjiofe con¬ 
duit had been infamous. He did not urge againft, 
him lus mean condition, or his dSrocious crimes; but,' 
believing him to be bom of God, he embraced him 
as a fellow-heir, carnelUy interceded for him with 
Philemon, and widi the overflowings of parental af- 
ieition exulted in him as .his own child. Do .we not 
feel .very forcibly our obl^tfons to Chriftian lovp, 
while. we obferve with. what, rendernefs and fervour 

4 • 

St P«ul .commends this young convert to the .favour- 

I 

* Luke XV. lo. t u* S* I hake xv. 32. 
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a1)le notice of his mailer: ** I bejeech th'ee,’* fays he, 
“ for my Ton Oncfimus i—tiioii therefore receive him, 
that is mine own bowels;—not now as a fcrvaht, blit 
above a fervant, a brother beloved,‘.fpeclally to me, 
but how much more unto tliee, bcth'in the flcfhj and 
in the Lord! If thou count me tli'crefore a partner, 
receive him ias rnyfclf.** Probably, Philemon com¬ 
plied with tile tequeft in its full extent, pardoned the 
returning fldve, treated him with afFcaionatc regard, 
and rejoiced at the change. Let us likewife learn, to 
Jay aflde oiir envious refentments, rind, without ad¬ 
verting to pad circiiindahccs, if only we arc now 
united together in flic bonds of the Covenant, and 
** called in one hope of our calling,” let lis, as bre- 
threh of the fame father, " love one another with a 
pure heart fervently,” • 

But, while we contend for the cxercife of ah en¬ 
larged benevolence towards all Chridians, we main¬ 
tain that the Gofpel does not reduce the difereht ranks 

• * » I ' 

and orders of foefety to a level, nay, rather that it re¬ 
quires the obfcrvancc'^of thofe didinftions. Onefimu^ 

/ $ • ' . *1 

might pofTibly fefurnc his poft in Philemon’s houHiold, 
and yet be treated on ai IpiritUal account, “ not now 
as a fervant, but ai?bve a fervant, a brother Belbv^,'’ 
I’his fpiritual regard we may pay to our pious labour¬ 
ers and meane^ depei^ents, as the children God 

* * * t * 9 I 

ahd the heirs of glbry^ wlhlc we cohdnuc to ihfid on 
thdii* fubjeftToti and oBcdTence. We lament the fbr^ 
wardnefs of fome, who feem to think they ato cx- 
eiViptcir froth fiiboidihntibn, in confeqaence of their 
religious knowledge and attainments. They obtrude 

L 1 3 themfelvci 
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themfclves with a degree of infolencc on the notice of 
their fupcr’ors, as if in a civil fenfe* there muft be a 
perfcdl equality among thofe, who are one in Chrift. 
Surely this betrays grofs mifconccptions of our reli¬ 
gion, or much*, haughtineft of temper. Let as 
many fervancs, as arc under the yoke, count tlicir 
own mafters worriiy of all hopour ■, that the name of 
> God and his doflrinc be not blafphemcd. And they 
that have believing mafters, let them not defpife them, 
becaufe they are^brethren,” (as if they were all on a 
level), “ but rather,” remembering the appointments 
of Providence, “ do them fervice 

s 

Perfons of higher rank (hould aUb learn to correft 
their proud and difdainful behaviour towards their in¬ 
feriors. They have a right to ufe their labours j yet 
they (hould treat them with all gentlenefs of man¬ 
ners. Thcfc worldly diflindlions will foon ceafe, and 
only that grand diferimination of charafters, which 
the grace of God produces, will laft for ever. IfJ 
thcref/ic, we difeover the image of the Saviour in 
tlicm, who are fubjeft to our authority, they Ihould 
be particularly dear to us for his fake, and we fhould 
rejoice over them from the delightful expeftation, 
that we ftiall meet them in heaven. There Onefimiis 
anff Philemon, with their bclovcd^aul, are worfhip- 
ping in the fame company. There may we alfo, and 
our refpeftive families, make up the houlhold of faith, 
and join in the fame acclamatidhs of praife before the 
throne of God and of the Lamb! 

The example before us may encourage the moft 

♦ I Tim* vi. I, J. 
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atrocious Tinners to return to God with the hope of 
6nd!ng mercy j* but tUc fubjedt is (hamefully per¬ 
verted, if it imboldcn any to perfift in their evil 
courfes. Shall you dare to lay, For the prefent I will 
give a loofe to my heart’s defires, but on fome future 
day I will repent, and doubt not of obtaining forgive- 
nefs, even as Onefimu^? Does the wbrk of converfion 
lie within your own power? Or can you claim th8 
grace, which alone is able to effeft it ? Are the' th- 
ftances of fuch a change, in perfons rejedling the 
Golpel, fo numerous, as to warrant your concliifion, 
that you lhall certainly be recovered? On the con¬ 
trary, do yoti not fee many fuddenly taken away in 
their iniquities; and do not others, who are fpareda 
longer time, become more and more obdurate, till, as 
we fear, they “ fill ug their fins,” and perifli with ag¬ 
gravated ruin for their contempt of falvatjon ? Pre- 
fume not, then, on diftant opportunities, which may 
never be granted: refifl: not your prelent conviftions, 
left they Ihould return no more; You have trifled 
too much already: O give the remainder of your Ihort 
life to Him, for whofc fervice you were made: thank- 
fully accept his offered mercy, and endeavour to im¬ 
prove every fucceeding day for his glory! 
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CHAP. x-m. 


vait^ 4 i ^oi^aSias fituatkn’n-art 
God'^s ikftffietiSx m 4 ferfonn bis purpo/es—Jiuify atid 
iU.idr4 tht pUin, (f ref^ff^kfp—aimaunced the birth 
Jifnj^viarJidpped him-rMtended him—declared 
4f4 rejum^ion — r^me in tb^ converjian of firaiers 
over bebevers^wili aecomptoy JeJus to the 
^ judgment—Jntanon the world/—approve and ex~ 
ecutCf t/f 4 different Jentencei—Tfioill be for ever employed 
in Praifijfg Gad^coiifirmed in their holy and happy 
fifile—and united wUb redeemed faints^ 


thj; v«ri<?M^ of nwp, wfl< 

p^^ve q^icK capfe tq n>pur-n,%--thc-r^C%<^% whicl^ 
has prcduccd- u£on the earth. Some tbe^. cba^ 
ra^rs^ n(>dung buj: evil. Oj^rs difcQve^ 

a.r^ ^ <wp4ua: 


are their defefts, fq intqrrupt^ th^if that, 

even in them the purpofes of Hcave*n feem, as yet, 
to be impcrfcitly anfwered. Our fpecics evidently ap¬ 
pears in a fallen Hate i an extreme depravity univer- 
fdUy prevails, which is ofFcnfivc t(^*God, obfcurcs his 
glory, and fprcads confufion and mifeiy through the 
whole fyftcm of human affairs. 

FolTiii^ly, there may be other worlds, where no fuch 

apoftafy 
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apoftafy has taken place, and where Jehovah, die 
great Lord of Ml, b continually receiving the fuU 
tribute of honour, love, and fervice from thoufand* 
of intelligent and holy creatures. We have certain 
information, that there is one bleiTed fociety of thb 
Icind, the Arjgcls of God in heaven, who will furnilh 
us with matter of ufe^ and delightful meditation, 
when we arc diHreflcd. by a view of our own unhappy* 
circumftances. 

Thefc exalted bein^ are, as much as ourfclvcs, the 
workmanihip of God, and as entirely dependent upon 
him. It Hiould feem, that they were brought into 
cxiftence before the human fpccicsj but they were 
made, even as we, in fulyeclion to the holy law of 
God, and are required always to do his will, and fhew 
&rth hb praife. “ Thpu art worthy, O Lord, to rc« 
ceive glory, and honour, and power; for thou liaft 
created all things, and lor chy pleafure they are and 
were created 

They are fpirits, ponefied of large intcllcdhial fa¬ 
culties j and though they have not flefh and bones-f, 
nor any corporeal form, like our’s, they can become 
vifible to us, when cbmmifiioncd for fpecial purpofes. 
They are alfo endyed with vigour of a fuperior fort; 
and accordingly they have produced effefts, to which 
no human exertions would be equal. Tliey are called 
mighty Angcb,” and are ittid to ** excel in ftrength J.” 
Their chief, refidence Is in heaven, where the ever- 
blelTed God manifclls th(: fplendour of his Majcdy; 
and where they are permitted to behold the beauty 

* Rev. iv. u, t hukc xxiv. 39, J 2 Theff, i. 7. Pfal. ciii. 20. 
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of the Lord.” Whilft, however, it b their privilege 
to appear in his immediate prefcnci, they difplay his 
fovereignty and glory by bowing at his footftool. The 
fociety is extremely numerous. When Daniel few 
“ the Antienc of* days” fitting on hU throne, fuch was 
the prophet’s computation bf hb attendant armies; 

Thoufand choiifands miniftered unto him, and ten 
"ihoufand times ten thoufend fiood bcf<Jrc him Our 
Lord declared, that he could have procured for hb 
afliftance “more than twelve legions of AngeU-f;” 
and it is further afferted, that their company is “ in¬ 
numerable J.” They arc diftinguifhed into different 
orders, and poffefs different degrees of glory and per- 
feftion: this feems to be implied, when they are rc- 
prefented as “ thrones, dominions, principalities, and 
powers §-” Two of the cclel^ial Hierarchy arc men¬ 
tioned under the names of Michael and Gabriel; 
and, from the tranfadlions in which they bore a part, 
we may confider them as obtaining a preference, and 
as filling the places of peculiar eminence and dignity |(. 

But, however they may be diferiminated by various 
meafures of excellence, they are all adorned with a 
fplcndour, which human eyes, in our fwcfenc ftatc, 
could not bear. Some of the mpft advanced faints 
on earth have been confounded by their appearance. 
There is no deleft in any of them. They are com- 
plctcly holy, and completely hajpy: being in all rc- 
fpcfls conformed to the will of God, the^ enjoy the 
conftant. aflorances of his love. They can therefore 


• Dan. vii. 9,10. 

(Col. i. 16. 


f Matt. xxvi. }Heb. xii. 22. 
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teU, from their own experience, that “ in his pre- 
fence is fulnefs* of joy; at his right hand there are 
pleafures for evermore In them let us admire 
the great Creator, from whom they have derived 
whatever they pofTcfs, and who alone is the per- 
fedion of beauty.” To him let us look in fervent 
prayer for the comn\unications <3f*his grace, if we 
wilh to refemble thefe bleflcd Ipirits. • 

I^t us enquire 

I. What is their employment in the prefent admi*- 
niftration of the divine government. The Lord 
himfclf, by his continual and fovercign agency, up¬ 
holds and regulates every part of the univerfe, which 
he hath made. He wants no afliftancci yet he is 
pleafed to accomplifli his purpofes by various inllru- 
ments, which he ufes, not through weaknefs as earthly 
monarchs do, but for lire dilplay of "his power and 
the glory of his majefty. The holy Angels are called 
his “ chariotsi” and “the Lord is among them,” 
riding, as it were, in great ftate and triumph f. 
They furround his throne with unceafmg fongs of 
praife and adoration, and ftand ready to fiy wherever 
he Ihall appoint. • They are called his minifters;” 
and, when commiffioned by him for the execution of 
any plan, they proceed without hefitation, upon the 
firft intimation of his will, being lively, quick, and 
penetrating, as “ a flanyog firej.” They “do his 
commandments,” perfeftly fulfilling all his pleafure, 
^d efteemlng it their honour to be employed in his 
fcrvice j yet they wait for hU injunftions, " hearken- 

• Plal. xvi. II. t PfaLUviii. 17. iviii. 10. Jciv.4. 
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ihg unto the voice of his word A revolt, indeed, 
has taken place among them, 'in conftquence of which 
many of their company were driven out of heaven. 
But thefe, of whom we now fpcak, have uniformly and 
in every inftance maintained their obedience. 

They are interefted in the concerns of this lower 
world. When the‘ Ix>rd “ laid the foundations of 
ftie earth,” they “ fang together and flioutcd for 
joy t i” and from the beginning, as die inftruments 
of divine Providence, they have borne a part in the 
adminiftration of human aftairs. Throughout the 
feripture hiftory, we remark the interpoficion of An¬ 
gels. By them the faints of God have been direded 
in their duty, warned of impending dangers, relieved 
under diftrefles, and relcued from enemies. We 
need not be particular in r^erring to examples. 

The Angel" of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and dclivercth them J.” To 
fuch the promife is exprefs, He lhall give his An¬ 
gels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 
They {hall bear thee up in their hands, left thou dafh 
thy foot agalnft a ftonc §.” But they have been com- 
miftioned, alfo, to execute judgn^ent, as well as to 
perform a^ts of kindnefs. Thus a^p Angel ftretched 
out his hand upon Jcrufalem to deftroy it 3 .” Thus 
ihe camp of the enemy of God was once vlficcd by the 
fword of an avenger: at midnight the cry of death was 
heard in the hofts of Sennacherib, and, when morning 
rofe, the flaughter of thoulands teftified to-the haughty 

* Pial. clii. 20, 21. f Job xxxviH. 4, 7. t Pfal, xxxlv. 7. 
^ xci. ti, 12. U 2 Sam. xxiv. id. 
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monarch the ftroke of an hivifible arm *. To a 
Cmilar agency we are taught, alfp, to aferibe the hid¬ 
den deftruftion of that tyrant Herod, who was frmtten 
with a mortal difeale in the moment of his profane 
exultation f. * 

Such are the fa<51s, .which antient hiftory records: 
and what reafon can ^ afl*igncd> ‘why wc Ihould not* 
believe thefe celeftial meflengers to be employed' 
among ourfejves, as they were in formen. times ? 
Though we do not difeern their intervention, andi 
cannot afeertajn it^ extent or elfe<fts, yet ^ it ought, 
not to be denied. And if it be allowed, does it. notj 
give us moft exalted ideas of; the. divine Majcfty? 
is it lb, that in every part of God’s dominion, where 
we can be, placed, wc are furrounded by. Angels} 
and that this innumerable company is continually 
occupied in carryijig*o;),tIi,e purpofes of.his-adminif. 
tratlon? Then how imlpeakaWy great and glorious, 
jpuft He he,! I Will.it not, alfb, fix a ferious. and 
ufeful. imptelCon .upon our minds, to be allured tliac. 
thefe hply.bciogs^are about; our path, watch over us, 
intereft'thfitnfelves in our liappinels, and narrowly, 
iofpedt-our conduit? If only, the. veil of flelb and 
bloo.d wete.rem.oved, we. Ihould perceive, curfclves in 
the,.midli. of many witnelTcs. We know not, how. 
xn^jch we,.ar.e .indebted to tlicir. kind and*a£live ex¬ 
ertions. in. our favour. But what do they obfeirc. 
in, our^, deportment*? Are we not. guilty of thofc 
afliona before them, from which wc, Ihould, be de- 
terced .by.thcprcfeuce of-any human, creature? Are. 

• 2 Kings xlx. 35* -f Aftsxii. 23. 

we 
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we ■ not, then, afraid, left, while they atteft our folly 
and perverfcnefs, they ftiould be commanded to rclin- 
quiih their charge ? 

We proceed so confider 

II. What attenqon they pay to the concerns of our 

falvaiion. Having preferved* their original purity, 

th(y ftand in no need of a Rplcemer: yet, with a 

_ % 

gtnerous, difinterefted affedton, they rejoice in the 
grace, which is extended to us. It Ihould feem, 
that the great plan, exhibited in the Goljpel, is the 
fubje^t of their holy meditations, and excites their 
praife and wonder. They do not treat it with con¬ 
tempt, as many of thofc evidently do, whofc ever- 
lafting ftate depends upon it. Probably, they under- 
ftand much of its glory, while they ftoop down with 
eager folicitude to difeover more. Though the luftrcj 
which attradls their notice, prevents by its radiance 
their clofer infpedlion, and compels them to confefs, 
that it “ palTeth knowledge,” yet they ftill long for a 
fuller revelation of the divine coimfel: " they defire to 
look into the things,” which arc thus hidden from the 
view by dieir own incomprehenfible excellence *. 

They could not but feel aftonilkmcnt, when fiift 
informed, that the exalted Perfonage, who is their 
Lord and God, was about to aflume our nature, and 
become a fuffering inhabitant of the earth, that h9- 
might refeue us from deftruftjon. Even to the pre- 
fent hour they are unable to &thom this deep myfter)*. 
But they admire die divine perfeftions of wifdom, 
power, love, truth, and holinefs, as diiplayed in the 


• I Pet. i. I 
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erofi of Chrift: and, perhaps, in no other inftance 
have they feen fo much.of the charader of Jehovah. 
Accordingly, it is declared to be one part of the 
grand defign, " that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places might be known by the 
Church the manifold wifoom of God*. 

" When the fulnefs of die time, was come,” tliat 
the Saviour Ihoold appear, they were employed in* 
various ways. They announced his incarnation to 
Zacharias, Mary, and Jofeph f, proclaimed “ the 
good tidings” of his nativity to the Ihephcrds, and 
then, in a numerous company, praifed God “ for 
his unfpeakable gift'I'hey cried aloud, " Glory 
to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” Then indeed was “ jefus feen 
of Angels they contemplated the incarnate God 
with hxed attention ahd holy admiration, and '^^re 
required to acknowledge his divine cliarafter, by ren¬ 
dering him unfeigned homage. When the Father bring- 
cch the Firft-begotten into the world, lie faith, “ Let 
all the Angels of God worlhip him H.” 

During the whole of tlic Redeemer’s abode on 
earth, even througlj his deepeft humiliation, they 
waited upon him as their Lord. After his fevefe 
conflift in the wildemefs, ** Behold, Angels came, 
and miniftered unto him 4-” When he was ready 
to faint by means of the agony and Jiloody Iweat, 
which he endured in^ tlie garden of Gcthfomane, 

** there appeared an Angel unto him from heaven 

* 

*£ph. iU. 10. t Matt. i. anil Luke L t hvke ii. 8<ri4. . 
i I Tim. iii. i6. || Heb. a. 6. Matt. >v. it. 
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fewigthefting him It was one of this ifluftrioift 
focifty, who rolied away the ftorie,* that his dilcipics 
might be permitted to examine his fcpulchfe } and if 
fhould feem, that feveral of thefe holy beings were 
employed in adrefting his refurreftion f. Upon his 
afeenfion into heaven, two ©f them in Ihining forms 
prefented thcmfchres to his.Apoftlcs, and predifted 
«their Lord's triumphanr return at the laft day J r and 
wh«i he, in human nature, entered into ^ory,'amidft 
the acclamations of all his nomerous hoft, hiS pfe* 
eminence over them was declared; “ Angels, and au¬ 
thorities, and pov^ers being made ftbjetft qnto Him §.'* 

As the fervants of Jeflis, they not only join in 
his prailes with the Church above, but promote the 
purpofes of his mercy in the Church bdow, by ways 
which we pretend not to exfdain. They are not 
jtnc fofch to preach the Gofpd; this honour being 
referved for finners, who feel their own need of that 
fyyation> whi<dr they proptrfe, and arc more likely 
to fympathize with their hearers in all the various 
circumftances of diftrds- and temptation. But thefe 
bleflTtid’ l^rits-attend'our religious affemblicsi as wit- 
neilhs of'our dtvotrons, and witlf* peculiar eag^nefe 
of deflrd fbr'the fucceft of thc miniftly I[‘. ** There is 
j®y-ii» thee prefence of the Angels of God* over one 
rsuier that repenteth J.;”' as if every new convert 
WMraft addidbn ttr their happineft. Whilft they praife 
CQj^Brfdch an ihibuiceof'his goodnels, they exult 

^'La.'ZxU. 43. f Matt, xxviii. a—7. Mar. xvi. 8. 

jAhnxjKtti ^'A£bi. 10; it. $'i Pet. iii. 22. 

U t Corrii. !«!.< Bkkf. V. 6t 4 LU. xv. 10. 
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irt the viftory obcuned over the powers of darknefij 
and in the enlargement* of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
They receive the youi^ believer under their care, 
being commiiiloned to watch over < 1 x 00 for his pro-* 
tefHon and comfort. Thus we ^e afTured^ with 
i^lpeA to the weakeft and mofl inconliderable mem-* 
bers of the Church, “.Their Angclr,*’ or thofe who 
are deputed to be their guardians, are no lefs thait 
the exalted Ipirits, who Hand near the throne and 
“ always behold the face of God in heaven *.’* None 
of them are too great to be exempted from thele 
lervicesi “Arc they not all miniftering Ipirits, fent 
Ibrth to miniiler for them, who lhall be heirs of 
felvation f ?*’ 

Soon they will deliver up their charge, and con¬ 
duit the fouls of thofe, who were committed to them, 

through the valley of die lhadow of death” to their 
glorious and bleft abode. Thus when Lazarus died, 
he “ was carried by the Angels into Abraham’s 
bofom Ji.” Believers, then, on their difmiffion from 
the body, are attended by chefe holy beings, and en> 
ter into a (late of immediate and delightful intercoiirle 
with diem; fa that they will Join together, in one 
company, to afcribe “ BleiTmg, and honour, and 
glory, and powif-, unto Him that Hcteth upon the 
throng and unto dje Lamb for ever and ever 

We profcfs to admire the excellency of this ce- 
leftial hod; but IhpUld we not, alfb, cultivate a 
llmilar diipofition? While they, who are fo emi¬ 
nent in wifdom, are giving all ferious regard to the 

* Matt. xviU. 10. t Hebt i. 14.. t Lu. xvi. 22. ) Rev. v. 13. 
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work of redemption, Ihdl we think it a mark of 
good fenle and fuperior underftanding to turn from 
the coniideration of it with diiUain? Is it beneath' 
us to imitate their example, and “ delire to look 
into” the lame irr^rtant lubjefk ? We would, there¬ 
fore, aflc our readers. Do you, like the Angels, con¬ 
template the incarnate God and Saviour with allo- 
nifhment and fervour of aHeflion, and bow before 
him with deepeft reverence and adoration ? Do you 
adopt their rapturous anthems, and praife God for 
tlic birth of his Son ? How can you be uncon- 
cemed> about this amazing tranlaClion, with which 
the honour of God and the falvation both of your- 
fclves and others is immediately connected ? Da 
you feel a generous folicitude for the fouls of your 
fellow creatures, and rejoice ** over one linner that 
repenteth ?” Rather, haye you not, on fuch an oc- 
callon, Ihewn a malignant dilptealure, and thrown 
out virulent reproaches ? Have you not exerted your 
influence to obftruft the progrcls of the Gofpel ? 
While you poflels fuch tempers, thefe immaculate 
Iplrits cannot look upon you with favourable regard, 
however you may be efteemed and •applauded by your 
gay and difiblute companions. O be perluaded to 
pay a defcrenefe to the opinion ^d example of thofe, 
whole wHdom and goodnels ftand unimpeached, and 
unite with th^ in the mo^ vigorous efforts to do 
the Yill of God, and promote his.^iory! 

In our attention to the charr^er of Angels, it will 
be proper to examine 

HI. What concern they bear in tlic folcmn pro¬ 
ceedings 
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teedings of the laft day. The grand fcheme of re¬ 
demption bein^ completed, the Saviour will appear 
as the fupreme and univerfal Judge, and by his irre¬ 
vocable Icntence declare the evcrl^ng ftatc of the 
whole human race. How important the decilion! 

The feriptures do not reprelent thefe holy beings, 
as called to account fof their conduit before the tri- 
bunal of Chriftj but it Ihould feem, that they will 
be employed for various purpofes at his advent. 
When he fhall defeend from heaven, they will attend 
him as his faithful fervants, and grace his triumph. 
** The Son of man fhall come in his glory, with ten 
thoufand of his faints, and all the holy Angels with 
him*:” fo that heaven fhall pour forth its inhabitants 
to difplay the majefty of the King and execute his 
orders. They fhall ^ve the fummons for all man¬ 
kind to (land at his bar. The voice of the Arch¬ 
angel,” announcing his approach, fhall be particu¬ 
larly diilinguifhed on that awful occafion j*. ** And 

he fhall fend his Angels with a great found of a 
trumpet, and they fhall gather together his clcdl from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other J.*' 
The tremendous found will penetrate the deepeft 
rccelles of the grave; and each individual of Adam's 
pofterity ffluft obey the caD. 

All nations being nowaflembled before the Judg^, 
and the different cha^Aets feparated, arraigned, and 
tried, “ every man’s work fhall be made manifeft,” and 
every fecret thing be brought forth for public infpec- 

* Matt. XXV. 31. Jude 14. t > TbeflT. iv. <6. t Matt. xxiv. 31. 
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tion *. Then ftiall thefc illuftrious Ipirits, who iui'-' 
round die throne, not only iUnd as witneHes, but even 
be appealed to for the equity of the folemn proceed¬ 
ings. This, at leaft, leems to be implied in our Lord’s 
declarations: “ \Vhofoever ihall confefs me before 
men, him fhall the Son of man alfo confels before the 
Angels of God: but he that denicth me before men, 
ihall be denied before the Angels of God They, 
likcwife, will be commiflioned to cai+y the decifive 
fcntcnce into immediate exccudon. They are the 
reapers,” to whom the Lord of the liarvcft will lay, 
“ Gather ye together firft the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into 
my barn J*” When, therefore, the Judge (hall pro¬ 
nounce, “ Come, yc blefled,” and, “ Depart from 
me, yc curfed §<” they, acknowledging and approv¬ 
ing the juft award, will conduit the righteous with 
great triumph to their manfions of blifs and glory, 
and thruft down the impenitent, with Ihame and cver- 
lafting contempt, into the fire prepared for the Devil 
and his :^oftace company. 

Who among us can read or hear of thefe things 
with indifference ? l.ct us not ^iget, how much 
we are interefted in the tranfaitlons of that day. We 
muft all obey the fummons of the Xrchangcl’s trum¬ 
pet, and ftand before the great tribunal. But how 
lhall we bear the ftriil examination, when our ac¬ 
tions and principles lhall be fifted, and exhibited to 
public view, before the inhabitants of heaven, as well 

* I Cor. iii. 13. iv. 5. f Lu* 9« t Matt. xiii. 30, 59. 

^xxv. 34,41. 
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fis thofe of earth ? Are there none, who will wifti 
to hide their heads, or fly from the prefence of the 
Judge ? But an efcape or concealment will be im- 
pofliblc. The moft ftout-hearted finner muft await 
liis doomi nor can he, refift or retard the infliftion 
of his punifhmcnt. When the tremendous fentence 
fhall be pronounced, "’Caft ye the unprofitable fervant 
into outer darknefs the word will be powerful and 
the execution inftantaneous. No accufation, however, 
lhall prevail againft thofe, who are juftified by the feith 
of Jefus. They lhali go into life eternal, attended by 
all the hoft of heaven, before whom they ihall receive 
rhe high diftinftions of the crown of righteoufnefs and 
th palm of viftury: they Ihall be clothed with white 
raiment, and even feared with the Saviour in his 
throne. Such honouf will the faints of God obtain, in 
the prcfcnce, and by the niiniftration, of Angels. 

In rebrion to thefe bright fpirits, it remains only 
that wc obicrvc, 

IV. What will be their fituation in the kingdom 
of glory for ever. We have already remarked, that 
they are admitted (o view the full and unveiled fplen- 
dour of the Deity, and, while they wait in readinefs 
to jjcrform his ^eafure, are continually offering up 
the fong and facrifice of praifo. We prefume not to 
explain the nature of their worlhlp: but fomc general 
account is given us>by the prophet. Ilalah cells us, 
that he faw the Lord fitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted upj” chat ** above it flood the Seraphims, and 
one cried unco another, and faid, Holy, holy, lioly 

* Mate* xiT, 30 . 
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is the Lord of hofts} the whole earth is foil of his 
g^ory *.’* Such, we conclude, will be their (late and 
employment through eternity: for, as they arc called 
the eleit Angels -f-,” they will never be difpoflcircd 
of their prefent h^pinefs and exaltation. 

We know not, that any particular change will be 
made in their condition at the* ^ad: judgment i but it 
is probable, that they will experience an increafe of 

s I 

felicity. Being confirmed in their purity and obe- 
dience, and united as one family with all redeemed 
faints, they will join with one heart and voice in praifing 

4 

and adoring God and the Lamb. The Lord jefus 
Chrift is the centre of this union: in Him they meet, 
and arc incorporated into the fame fociety. Accord¬ 
ingly St. Paul declares, it was the grand purpofe of 
God, “ That in the difpenfation of the folncfs of times, 
he might gather togctlier in one ail things in Chrift, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even 
in Him J.” The objc6b of their worlhip is the fame, 
and a perfcfb agreement in fentiment and afie^ion will 
fubfift between them. Yet a diftinftion muft be made. 
The Angels, who never finned, cannot be confidered 
as the purchafe of the Saviour, and are not indebted to 
his facrifice and interqeflion for the honourable ftcuation, 
in which they are placed. They are ftruck with the 
view of his grace and glory, and conftrained to fing, 
with a rapturous admiration, ‘Worthy is the Lamb 
that was ftain.” But thole of our &llen race, whom 
he hath ranlbmed from fin and hell, will feel their 
fuperior obligations, and endeavour to expreis their 

•Ifa. vi. I —j. tiTim. V. 21. J Eph. i. lo. 
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gratitude and affeftion, in ftrains peculiar to them- 
fclvesi for th^ will add, ** He hath redeemed us to 
God by his blood This, indeed, is a fong, 
** which no man can learn,” but Aole, “ who follow 
the Lamb, whitherfoever he gocth f.” 

The feithfiil difciplfes of Chrift may look forwards 
with unfpeakable delight to that* time, when they 
Ihall join the bleflhd fociety above. Perhaps, you Ire 
now furrounded by thofc, who delpife and blafphemc 
the God of heaven; but fix)n fhall you be united to 
them, who love and Icrvc him without wearinefs or 
imperfcftion. You carry about with you, for the 
preient, an infirm, vile, corruptible body, and, what 
is more painful, a depraved mind; but after a few 
days you lhall be refcued from this ftatc of degrada¬ 
tion and bondage, jwhen you lhall refemblc the An¬ 
gels themfelves in purity, happinels, and glory J. 
Even here, indeed, you worlhip and obey the lame 
Lord, and the thought may afford you fome confo- 
lation, when you are ready to conclude that you are 
left alone, and that there are none to take'your part. 
Thoufands of thefe Ipoilcfs beings ftand round about 
you, approve your conduft, and are commiflioned to 
minifter to your relief Could you draw afide the 
veil which conceals the invifible world, what a focne 
would be difplayed! Enough to render you fuperior 
. to all the infults and *cruelties of an oppofing world. 
Like Elilha, when compallcd with threatening ene¬ 
mies, you would lee thele chariots of fire lent down 
foom heaven in yoiu defence; and, poffelTing your 

*Rev. V. 8—13. -t xiv. 3, 4. ^ Matt. xxii. 
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(buls in peace, you would cxcl^m with the prophet, 
** Fear not j for they that be with us, ‘arc more than 
they that be with them 

But, while you‘rejoice in their fricndfliip and pro- 
te^Uon, you fhould propofe their bright examples of 
goodnefs for your own imitation. At lead, you 
ihould not be fodsfled with any thing (horc of their 
obedience. Your Lord himfolf has taught you to 
pray, that the will of God may be done on earth, 

as it is in heaven.” You arc not to regulate your 
practice by the defective dandard of human righteouf- 
nefs, but mud prefs forwards to attainments, which 
may, in foipc meafure, rcfomblc the holinefs of An- 
gejs, They ferve God perfc« 5 tly, without exception of 
one duty; conftantly, without intermiflion ; and cheer¬ 
fully, without compuUion; nay, with fervent love and 
fupreme delight. This, aJfo, you fliould afpire after j 
and therefore carnedly covet and implore increafing 
communications of that grace, by which you wiU 
finally be brought into a date of complete conformity 
with them. But, on comparing yourfelves with the 
pattern here exhibited, are you not deeply alhamed 
and humbled? 

Thofe pure and exalted creatures in every refped 
anfwcr the fnd of their being. Many, alas! of ouf 
corrupt race, are not merely defe^ve in righixouf' 
nefs, but totally oppofitc to this charadler. Do we 
not live among thofo, wfio are actuated by tempera 
and piinciplcs, as contrary to thofo of Angels, as, 
darkncls to light? We, therefore, folcmnly appeal 

• 2 Kings vi. 15—17. 
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to them, and afk. Of what fort will be your fociety 
hereafter ? Difpofed as you now are, you cannot have 
fellowlhip with the hoft of heaven, nor they with 
you. Their employment is what ^ou will never 
relilh: you deteft and put away from you, what is 
their higheft delight. II is not pofliblc, that they 
Ihould accommodate theHffclves to your depraved tafte; 
for this would involve an oppoftcion to God and an 
cxclufion from happinefs. Your prolpeft is indeed 
tremendous. You muft dwell with tliofc, whom you 
refemble, and with whom you are confederate in re¬ 
bellion againft Jehovah. Is this what you can bear 
to think of? Yet moft afluredly, you muft have your 
portion with evil fpirics, unlcfs you be created anew 
in Chrift’Jefus. 

May the Lord God, ^n Sovereign mercy, pour out 
his fanftifying influence upon all orders and ranks of 
men! May I^e form us to be a people for his name, 
and make us of one heart and mind with the Church 
above! So fhall we underftand and feel the meaning 
of thofe exalted anthems, which we are taught to 
ufe. With finccre and ardent devotion we lhall cry 
aloud to the God 5 f our falvation; “ With Angels 
and Archangels, a:i 4 ^hh all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious name; eyermore 
praifing thee, and faying. Holy, holy, holy Loirf God 
pf hofts; heaven and ea?th arc full of thy glory: 
(jlory b* to thee, O I^rd moft High * 1 ” Amen, 

• Communion Service. 
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Evil/pirifs, their exijience^ falU and exclujion from heavm 
-—tempted our firjl parents—maintain large influence 
in the earthy among the impenitent—once were permitted 
to pojefs men’s hodies^oppo/ed the Saviour—flill refift 

t 

the progrefs of the Cojpel—ajfault believers—yet their 
agency does not extenuate our guilt—will Joon be con¬ 
founded—Jummoned to judgment—and doomed to eternal 
punijhmenu 

After the ftrong proofs, which we have feen, 
of man’s apoftafy from Goc!, perhaps tlie queftion 
■may arife, Is this the only order of intelligent beings, 
who have revolted from their obedience ? Or, where 
did fin originate ? The lacred records have informed 
us of another fyftem of creatures, who were the firft 
tranfgreffors, and arc the authors and abettors of that 
rebellion, which has prevailed in our own world. 
We proceed, therefore, to obferve, that there are De¬ 
vils in hell, as well as Angels in heaven. There is 
a.numerous company of Mcked Ipirits, who difeover 
a blafphemous contempt of God, and are continually 
endeavouring to defeat the purpofes of his govern¬ 
ment. The contemplation of their wretched condi¬ 
tion may excite many painful fenfations; but the fiib- 

. 4 
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jeft fecms properly to come under our plan, as being 

4 

clofcly connected with fcripturc hiftory, and it may be 
produtSlive of folid advantage, if we confider it with 
true ferioiifncfs of mind. 

Their influence in human affairs,* and even their 
cxiftence have been denic’d. But, if we allow the in- 
Ipiration of the Bible, wc ought implicitly to receive 
its teftimony in every particular. We attempt to in¬ 
validate its authority, if we think ourfclvcs at libei ty 
to rejedl thofe declarations, however clear and cx- 
prefs, which cannot be accommodated to our fyffems 
or wilhes. Now, no account can be delivered in 
plainer terms, none more repeatedly aflerted and con¬ 
firmed, than that which is given of the fallen angels. 
It is no good objection to dxis hiftory, that it docs not 
contain fo full and minute a relation, as our cuiiofiry 
might defire: for it never was defigned, that we 
fliould underftand every thing, or obtain perfeft fatif- 
faiftion in our ipcculative enquiries. But, if we admit 
wliat the feriptures have revealed concerning die ftatc, 
character, and employment of evil fpirics, we lhall 
have a confiftenc exjilanation of what we obferve botli 
in ourfelves and others. A ferious attention to the 
world around us, «nd to the wild and irregular work¬ 
ings, of which we cannot but be confclous in our 
own minds, would incline us to believe, even if we 
had no Bible, that we are fubje6t to a foreign in¬ 
fluence of a malignant kind. Univerfal experience 
verifies what the infpired volume lus affirmed. May 
we be led to admire and adore that grace, which not 
only reftrains the malice of thefe unholy beings, but 

is 
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is effectual to refeue us froip their power! May our 
great Deliverer break the bonds, by which many of 
our finful race are ftiU enflaved, and give them to 
know, that his fervice is the moft perfect freedom f 
In the hiftory’of wicked fpirits we mull confider 
I. Their fall.^ .A total and lamentable change has 
^taken place both in their' fituation and dilpofltibn. 
Originally they were poflefled of dignity, purity, and 
happinefs, which they have now entirely loft. They 
were ranked amongft the Angels in heaven, and equal 
to them in excellency and glory i but they " kept not 
their firft eftatc:” renouncing their obedience to God, 
they “ left their own habitation,” being driven out 
with fhamc and confirfion*. They arc-called “ prin¬ 
cipalities and powers,” and arc faid to have been “ in 
high places fi” which Ihcws that they were endued 
with eminent faculties, and diftinguiflicd among the 
fuperior orders of the cclcftial Hierarchy. But their 
exaltation was no prtfervauve; they have fufi’eml a 
tremendous degradation. A numerous company, 
combined under one leader, who is named Satan or 
Beelzebub, joined in rebellion agiinft Jehovah. Wc 
do not enquire into the particular nature and circum- 
ftanccs of their tranfgreffion. Bift it Ihould feem, 
that they were inftigated by ambition, or a vain defire 
of knowledge or preeminence beyond the divine ap¬ 
pointment : for, when St. Paul .ipeaks of one ** lifted 
up with pride,” he deferibes him as falling into the 

s 

condemnation of the Devil J.” It is fufficient, how¬ 
ever, to fay, diac dicy finned. 


Jude 6. 


t Eph. vi. 12,. 
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Having, then, call off their aUeg^ce to God, they 
could no longer. aflbciatc with thofc, whofc whole 
delight is to do liis will, and worlhip at his feet. Hav-> 
ing loft their holinefs, they could not ^retain their feli¬ 
city; for mifery’ is the ncceflary confequehce of de¬ 
pravity and guilt. Every good principle was ba- 
nilhed, every vile affeAion admitted: they became 
a torment to thcmfelves. But their wretchednefs is, 
not to be confidered merely as the unavoidable ef- 
feift of their apoftafy: it is the righteous inftidlion of 
their incenfed Sovereign. His authority being de- 
Ipifed, his anger was provoked, and hb juftice armed 
with terrors againft them. He could not fuffer them 
CO remain in heaven, with a fpirit of difbbcdience or 
independence. He appointed them a new place, and 
oonfigned them to a ftate of extreme and cndlefs 
punifhment in hell, where they are exhibited as an 
example of the malignant nature and deftrudtive ten¬ 
dency of fin. How aftoniflring a change was this! 
Let us learn from it to revere the holinefs of God, 
who “ cannot look on iniquity,” and the ftri6tnefs of 
his government, which guards lus law by fo tremen¬ 
dous a penalty as the vengeance of eternal fire.” 
“ Who fhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name ?” Thou ^rt, indeetl, " a confuming fire” to 
all, who prefurne to refill thy power. Vv’iiile w e hear 
of thine awful dirpcnfatlons towards the rebellious an 
gels, ” our flefli tremhletli for fear of thee, and we are 
afraid of thy judgments 


• Pfa^ V xtx> ISO. 
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In confidcring the cafe of thefc apoftate creatUfeSi 
we muft proceed to remark . 

II. Their prefent ficuation and employment. It 
was not poflible that by any exertions they Ihould re¬ 
cover their former abode and purity, and we apprehend 
f!iac they have never really wilhed it. They could not 
deliver thcmfelvfs from torment, or return to their for- 
^mer allegiance. They retain an invariable, rooted 
enmity againft God; and it Ihould feem, that ever fince 
their fall they have been attempting to overturn or ob- 
ftruft his government. Such, evidently, appeared to 
be their difpofition at the creation of our world. Per¬ 
haps, the happinels of our firft parents excited their 
envy. Certain it is, that upon them they fixed their 
malicious eyes, and confultcd how to caft them down 
from their eminence, and draw them into the fame 
ftatc of difobedicncc and mflery with themfolves. 
They contrived a temptation, which, through the fub- 
tle management of their grand leader, fucceeded. He 
took tlie opportunity of fprcading the fnare before 
Eve, when Ihe was alone. He folicited her compli¬ 
ance, by propofing a pleafant gratification of appetite, 
and a more exalted condidon. Sho liftened to his lies, 
which were couched in fair fpeeches: flie confented, 
and then prevailed upon her hufband alfo to tranlgrefs* 

Thus the ftandard of rebellion was crefted upon 
the earth; its inhabitants were feduced, and joined in 
confederacy with the infernal bbft. Thofe wicked 
fpirits, probably, tiiumphed in that calamitous event, 
as if tliey had prevailed againft Jehovah, and repre- 
fented him as a weak and cruel tyrant, who could 

not 
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not fecure his own dominion, or prcfcrvc die affeAion 

of his fubjefts. The very end of our creation ieemcd 

to be defeated; and, had not God in Ibvcreign mercy 

interpoied to repair the breach, the whole human race 

mull have remained for ever alienated from him, and 

« * 

expofed to his fierce indigoation. 

We perceive, by what .tempers theft unholy beings 
are influenced. A proud oppofltion to God, an hatred 
of all goodnefc, afliduity and zeal in promoting evil, 
fahhood, and treachery, an envious difguft at the hap- 
pinefs or excellence of others, and a defire to Iprcad 
lin and mifery to the greateft poflible extent,—theft 
are fome of the leading principles, which mark the 
charaifter of Satan and his aflbeiates. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, becaufc there is no truth in him. When he 
ipeaketli a lie, he fpeakeili of his own: for he is a liar 
and the father of it*.*’ “ The devil finncth from the 
beginning fHe was the original trangreflbr, and 
has ever fince been praftifing iniquity with unceafing 
ailivity and vigour. Tliis is “ our adverfary,” whom 
we are required to refill, fteadfaft in the faith,” 
becaufe, as a roaring lion, lie walkcth about, Icek- 
ing whom he may devour J.” All his apoftate com¬ 
pany are of like deferipdon. They are called " fpiri- 
tual wickednefs §,” or wicked fpirits: they are them- 
felves mod corrupt and abominable, and unwearied in 
their endeavours to render others equally depraved. 
Their ftratagems, alas! have been fatally fuccelsfui 

• John vlii. 44, tijohnjil. 8. J iPct. v. 8, 9. 

% £ph. vi. I*. 


amon« 



544 SCR/PTUR£ CHARACTERS. 

among the human race. For which reafon, it fhould 
feem, Satan is ftylcd " the .prince”, and the god of 
this world He cannot poflefs any rightful au¬ 
thority i yet he. meets with general fubmifllon, though 
he is a bafc ufujper. We fpeak of him as the repre- 
Icntativc of all the ^en’ Ipirits, and aferibe to him 
whatever they or attempt> fince he directs their 
movements. I-et us examine, what influence he has 
excrcilcd, and what mifehief he has produced among 
the pofterity of Adam. The account may be offenfive 
to our pride but, without wifhing to conceal or pal¬ 
liate the truth, we muft give a faithful reprefentation of 
the cafe. 

In the old teftament Satan was “ the lying Ipirit,” 
by whom the falfe prophets were inftigated f j and in 
tlie new, thofe preacher?, who pervert right doctrine, 
are faid to be his minifters^. Nay, it is cxprcfsly 
declared, that all choie, who like him are aduated by 
pridp, envy, malice, or deceit, are his children, and 
“ will do the lufts of their father §.” He it was, who 
tempted Judas to fell and betray the Saviour, and, 
having taken full pofleflion of the perfidious wretch, 
deferted him not, till he had aecompUlhed his utter 
deftruftion of body and foul ||. The fame infernal 
agent “ filled the heart of Ananias to lie to the Holy 
Ghoft4.:” and wherever any perfons rejeft falvation, 
the effc6t is in fomc meafurc to be aferibed to Satan’s 
malignant interference. He ‘t‘hath blinded the minds 


• John xvi. n. 2 Cor. iv. ., t 
$ » Cor. xi. J5. 4 John viii. -^4,. 
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of them wliich believe not, left the light of the glo¬ 
rious Gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of God, 
ihould Ihine unto them*.” He is “ the prince of the 
power of the air, the Ipirit that npw worketh in the 
children of difobedienee f.” Sinners may not be 
aware whom they lerve, and under whofe inftigation 
they aft. But from the feriptures we learn, that Sa¬ 
tan maintains dominion over them, and that, however 
they may feem to differ from each other, they all fol¬ 
low his guidance, and bear his image. He ftirs up 
Antichrift to oppofe or pervert the purity of the Gof¬ 
pel X; and " takes captive at his will” thofe who re- 
fift the truth §. We readily allow, perhaps, that fuch 
atrocious offenders as “ Cain, who flew his brother,” 
may be “ of that wicked one 5 ” but it is equally cer¬ 
tain, that “ he that *committeth fin,” though it be in 
a Icfs fcandalous way, " is of. die devil [|.” Such de¬ 
clarations fhould excite us to enquire with real earneft- 
nefs, “ To whom do wc yield ourfclves fervants to 
obey?” 

Various are the devices, by which our fpintual 
adverfaiy prevails. He tempts men to the praflice of 
evil, by exhibiting to their view a flattering prolpefb 
of its plcafurc, and concealing the danger, flc fug- 
gerts to them, as he did to our firft parents, “Ye 
lhali not furely die 4 -;” and it leems to be the mafter- 
picce of liis fubtlcty, to* induce them to believe that 
there is no future punilhmcnt. Thus he endeavours 
to lull them afleep and ftiipify their confcienccs, not 

-(• F.ph. ii. 2. J 1 Thoff. ii. 9. 

1} I John iii. 8, i2. Gen. ill. 4. 
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from a benevolent defire of rendering them happy,-but 
that he may more eficftually fecure their obedience to 
himfclf, and accompUfli their final dcftruftion. He is 
“ the ftrong man,’* who gains pofleflion of the finner’s 
heart, and there bting “ arroeti keepeth his palace j 
and his goods are in peace*.” 

Yet his malignity has appeared in other forms. At 
the time of our Lord’s incarnation, he was permitted, 
for fpccial reafons, to excrcifc a peculiar power over 
the bodies of many perfons, wlio were, in confequence, 
miferably afflifted and tormented. In clicir diftrefsful 
cafes we perceive, that be ftudies to torture and dc- 
ftrdy by every poffible rtiethod. It has been thought, 
that thofc, who by Apoftolical cenfurcs were “ deli¬ 
vered unto Satan,” fuffered in the fame wayj and that 
the evil fpirit, as the executionervof divine juftice, in¬ 
flicted upon them certain difeafes, or excruciating 
pains f. But, be that as it may, fuch is his malice, 
that, if he were left without reftraint to gratify his own 
mifehievous difpoficion, we fhould no longer expe¬ 
rience a moment’s cafe, or enjoy our faculties cither of 
body or mind: the earth would be a refemblance of 
hell. O how great arc our obligations to our Almighty 

Preferver! > 

’ It becomes us, in an elpecial manner, to adore the 
God of all grace, who propofes in the Gol^l com¬ 
plete and final deliverance from pur infernal adver- 
fary.. The Lord Jefus Chrift has lifted up a ftandard 
againft him, and undertakes for all believers to defeat 
his purpofes. He has intcrpoled to ranfom them by 

* Luke u. 21. t * Cor. v. z Tim. i. zo. 

the 
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the might of his Spirit, and at the exjfcnft of his awn 
prccioos blood. The merciful defign was revealed to 
our firft parents, immediately after the^r revolt, when 
it was declared, that the Seed of the Jvoman Ihould 
bruife the ferpjent’s head*., Satan is unwilling to re¬ 
nounce the dominion, which he has ulurped, and with 
violence oppofes the intentions of the Redeemer. 
There are, therefore, two contending parties: a Iharp 
conflift has been maintained from the beginning j and 
it is not poffible, that any reconciliation between them 
/hould be effcAed. This circumftance exhibits ano¬ 
ther feature in the charaftcr of the fiend: he rcfifts the 
Saviour, and labours with the utmoft vigour to prevent 
or obftruft the influence of his grace. O let us be 
afraid of bearing any the moft diftant refemblance to 
fuch a horrid difpofition I* 

Durii^ our Lord’s abode on earth, he endured ex¬ 
treme diftrefs from the violent aflaults of this anta- 
gonift. Forty days he was haraffed by his temptations 
in the wildernefs: and then the devil, when van- 
quifhed and obliged to retire, departed only " for a 
fcafonf.” Probably,,the attack was renewed, though 
without fucceft. Jefus oblerved to his enemies, near 
the clofc of his life,' « This is your hour, and the 
power of darknefsj:” whence it fhould feem, chat 
Satan was then permitted to make his fierceft onfec, 
and to try what his malice could do. But, with a re¬ 
ference to that onfet, the Saviour exclaimed in a de¬ 
lightful exultation, ** The prince of this world cometh, 

• Gen. Ui. ic. + Lukeiv. 13. 1 axli. 53. 
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and hath nothing in me*.”. The .foe, indeed, lb far 
prevailed, as to procure the crucifixion, and to enjoy a 
temporary triurnph in the completion of his wilhes; 
but that event‘proved the ruin of his own kingdom. 
We are encouraged to rejoice, that our viilorious Re¬ 
deemer “ through death dpftroyed him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil -f-.” 

Confiftently wltli his character as ** the enemy of all 
righteoufnefs,” Satan has uniformly endeavoured to 
obftruft the Gofpel. This being the moft effedlual 
inrtrument for “ the pulling down of his ftrong holds,” 
and the emancipation of his captives, he may be ex¬ 
pected to oppofe it with all his ftrengdi and fubtlcty. 
Wherever, therefore, the word of grace and falvation 
is preached, he watches for an opportunity to prevent 
its fuccefs. Like a bird of flie air, he hovers about 
the place in which the good feed is fown, and takes it 
out of men’s hearts, left they fhould believe and be 
favedHe is the enemy, which fuweth tares in the 
field with a view to defeat thedefigns of its proprietor §. 
If we are favoured with an evangelical miniftry, the 
confideration of fuch a malicious intruder Ihould 
awaken a holy circumfpedlion and fear. As it is his 
plan to keep us in ignorance and^unbclief, he will en¬ 
deavour to caft reproach tipon the truth, and fill our 
minds with prejudice. Let us fulpeft and guard againft 
ills influence. The moft vjoicnt pcrfccutors of the 
Church are his inftruments: he affifts them in the con- 
trivance and execution of their fehemes. Even die 

* John xiv. 30. t Heb. ii. 14. J Luke vui. iz. 

^ Matt. xiii. 57—*39. 
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imprifonment of the faints is afcribcd to him, becaufe 
it is cfFefted unddr his iftftigation*. He is aftive, 
likewife, in promoting falfe doftrines and divifions 
among Chriftians, as the probable means of obftrudling 
the work of God. How folicitous Ihould we be, left 
through our folly or perver<cnels “ he get an advantage 
of us!” We ought to Jje conftantly aware “ of his 
devices f.” • 

Thofe, who are refcucd from his dominion, and 
devoted to the fervice of Chrift, muft look for a fe- 
verc attack, fmcc the tyrant will not quietly refign his 
prey. Young converts generally experience a peculiar 
degree of his malice. Hefeems to pradife upon tliem 
every method of temptation, by which he may fliakc? 
their religious principles, and ful)je«5t tlicm again to 
his own authority. When thefe fail, and they, who 
were once his willing captives, arc evidently brought 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God, tlieii 
indeed the power of the ufurper is broken, but his 
enmity remains the fame. He will continually endea¬ 
vour to difturb the peace of believers, and diftrefs 
thofe whom he cannot deftroy. This malignant in¬ 
fluence alone will account for the ftrange commotions, 
which are excised in their minds. Difficulties, doubts, 
and fears are fuggefted, by which their faith is ftag- 
geredj and with a kind of violent importunitythey 
are foliciced to adl in oppqficion to tlicir better judg¬ 
ment and defires. Sach is the warfare, which they 
muft be prepared to maintain through life. Satan is a 
fcftlefs opponenti when one feheme fails, he will try 
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rfie effect of another. He b conftantly aiming to 
batals and leduce the fervants of the'Lord by fome new 
device, and with every frefh circumftance he varies hb 
mode attacb. 

He it was, who tempted David to tranfgrefs, pro¬ 
bably through motives of ambition, by numbering the 
peopk*. By‘his malevolent interference, Job, that 
eminent faint of God, was reduced to a ftate of ex¬ 
treme diftrefs, oonfufion, and horror. When “ Jo- 
fhua die high pricft,” as the reprclentative of the 
Church, “ flood before die Angel of the Lord,” 
pleading for acceptance, ** Satan flood at his right 
hand to refift him f.” This is a ftriking pidlure of 
our advcrfary’s employment: for he is ** the accufer 
of our brethren, who accufeth them before our God 
day and night J.” The Apo^les of Chrift were once 
induced to forfake their Lord; but he himfelf ac¬ 
counted for that ftrange event, when he faid, Satan 
hath delired to have you, that he may fift you as 
wheat St. Paul was perplexed and almofl over¬ 
whelmed by a Icvcre afflidlion, winch lie calls “ a 
thorn in the flefh j” but the fliar|mels of the trial was 
owing to the influence of thb wicked fpirit: it was 

the meflenger of Satan to buffet .him |.” After 
fuch inftances, who fhaU expeft to efcape an attack ? 
Every believer is called to be a foldicr, and cxprefsly 
rcqdred to be prepared for^ the combat, by " putting 
on the whole armour of God#** in order “ to ftand 
againft thc wiles of the devil It is fpoken of as 

• I Chron. x\i. i. + ZecK. Hi. !. t Rcr. xii. lo, 
) Lukcxxii. 31. l| >z Cor. xii. 7. 4. Eph. vi. 11. 

probable 



EVIL SPIRITS. 



probable that the foe may Ihoot his “ fiery darts” into 
the foul, whilft an affiirance is given, that “ the fhicld 
of faith” will quench them *. There is therefore only 
one method of fafety j ** Refift the* devil, and he will 
flee from you f» 

It Ihould be remembered, tliat, notwithftanding the 
power of the tempter,.our moral liberty is not fo im¬ 
paired, as to render us in any degree the Icfs accourif- 
ablc for our adlions. He may propofe the commiflion 
of fin, and folicit our compliance; but he cannot 
fucceed, except by our own voluntary confent. Yet, 
alas! how prone we are to yield to his fuggeftions 1 
Such is the depravity of our nature, that it is always 
ready to fccond his attempts; and therefore his afccn- 
dancy over us will not fornilh us with an excufe; nay 
rather, it Ibews thegreatnefs of our guilt. We are 
his willing vaflals j and his fervice, though mod op- 
preffive, is what we choole. We muft blame him, 
but we cannot acquit ourfclvcs. Let us lie down 
alhamed, and earncftly deprecate diat wrath, which we 
have deferred. 

In attending to die fcriptural declarations concerning 
apoftate fpirits, s^e have only to remark further 

III. Their future doom. They are already con- 
figncd to a date of extreme puniftiment, as the due 
reward of their tranfgreffion, without hope of deli¬ 
verance. Their charaftcr and ficuadon are fixed and 
determined for evdr. A Saviour is provided for us, 
but not for them: and yet there was notlung in our 
cafe, any more chan in their’s, which could encourage 


• vi. sd. 
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an expeilation of forgtvcnels. Criminals can have no 
claim to favour. Here, then, * we bejitold the aftonifti- 
ing grace and diftinguifliing love of our Redeemer. 
They arc dealt with in tlie way of ftrift juftice, and 
cannot complain *,of fuffcring wrongfully. But rich 
mercy is dil’played towards onr fpecies. The Lord 
Jefus took nofoA him the nature ofangeU,” he did 
jwt interpofc for the rcfcue of thole miferable beings, 
who were once angels in heaven j “ but he took on him 
the feed of Abraham,” pledging himfelf for the falvation 
of all thofe of the human race, who Ihould partake of 
that Patriarch’s faith 

The prefcnt fyftem exhibits a conflidl between the 
evil Ipirits and our exalted Redeemer: but it is draw¬ 
ing to a clofe, and the final ifiiie will be for his glory 
and their evcrlafting confufion. ^ In the prolpeft of 
this complete viclory, Jefus at one time exclaimed, 
** I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven j-}” 
and at another, “ Now fhall the prince of this world 
be caft. outSt. Paul alfo thus encour^es be¬ 
lievers to triumph on the fame account, “ The God 
of peace lhall bruife Satan under your feet lhordy§.” 
The malignant fiend will be permittW to maintain his 
influence among men a little longer^ But foon he 
fliall be bound for a thoufand years y, and during that 
period confined to his own place, without exercifing 
the deflxuftive power upon earth, which he now pof- 
fc^es. His dominion fhall be ftibdued, and “ the 
kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our 

•Heb. ii. i6. tLukex. i8. tjohnxii. 31. 

5 Rom. xvi. 20. t| Rev. xx. z. 
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Lord and of his Chrift*.” Afterwards, he (hall be 
fuffered to regain* his afccndancy for a (hort feafon, in 
•which, as it fhould feem, iniquity will prevail more ge¬ 
nerally than it has ever done-)'. But*** the end of all 
things” will immediately fuccccd, and exhibit a tre¬ 
mendous fccne. 

Satan and his vile alTociatcs will’ Bfe fummoned to 
the tribunal of Chrift, and examined in the laft judg¬ 
ment. However haughty and unwilling, they muft 
bend their necks before the injured majefty of God, 
and the. malignity of their charafters and the juftice of 
their punifhmcnt will be publicly evinced. They are 
now ** referved in everlafting chains under darknefs,’* 
and there can be no poflibillty of cfcapc: but they 
will be brought forth ** to the judgment of the great 
dayj,” that their cogduft may be fuhmitted to the 
uifpeftion of the aflembled univerfe. The horrid ftra- 
fagems, by which they deceive the v/orld and haraft 
the Church of God, will then be unfolded, and greatly 
aggravate their condemnation. Believers, who arc 
now the objedt of their malice, will triumph in their 
deftruftion ■, being admitted to prefide, as the afleflbrs 
of Chrift, in that*folemn trial. They will approve, 
rejoice in, and in/ome fenfe pafs the fentcnce. ** Know 
ye not,” fad St. Paul, ** that we (hall judge angels^?” 

The book of judgment being clofed, thefe apoftate 
(pints will be ** caft^ int* the lake of fire and brim- 
ftonc [I,” where their mifery will furpafs our iitmoft 
conceptions, and whence there can be no releafe. 


JtcT. xi. 15. t 7, kc. t Jude ( 5 . 

} I Cor. VI. 3. II R:v. xx. 10. 
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Impenitent finners, alfo, ihall have their portion -with 
them. Though the fire was prepared for the Devil 
and his angeU*}” becaufo they were the original tranf- 
grefTors, yet these ihall they all, the deceived and the 
deceiver, in one, horrible company, be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever.” I'his torment will 
in no rerped tend‘to change* or ibten dieir obdurate 
vninds. They will retain their hatred of God, " blaf- 
l^eme his name, and not repent, to give him glory f.” 
The juftice of God, therefore, wSl not remove or 
mitigate the punilhmenc throughout eternity. It is 
declared in the moft exprefs terms, of which language 
is capable, that it fhall be ** evcrlafting.’’ And who 
Ihall prefumc to objcA, or preferibe to God the proper 
meafurcs of his government, as if we were more com¬ 
petent to decide, what his owi\ righteous perfe 6 tions 
may demand f 

The awful fulyei^ naturally ^ves rife to various 
refieAions. 

I. Let “ the redeemed of the Lord” rejoice and 
triumph in dieir great Deliverer. While you contem¬ 
plate the charaftcr and ftate of the infernal hoft, you 
cannot but be deeply impreffed ^ch your immenfe 
obligations. Are you not conferain^ to cry out, with 
devout admiration of your diftinguilhed mercies, 

4 

“ Behold, what hath God wrought ?” How much 
has Jefus donci how much has he pledged himfelf to 
accomplKh, in your behalf! Alheady, you are “ de- 
Uvered from the power of darknefsj," and ** have 

■Matcxxv.41. f R«v.xvi.9. {Col.i.ij. 
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overcome the wicked one*.** But for the prefont, 

you may expcCt to fed very p»nful attacks from your 

malicious foe, though you ihall not foil by his hands. 

His purpofcs againft you fhall finally be baffled, and 

even rendered fubfervient to your.fpiricual and eternal 

wcl&rc. Only remember, whence all your ftrength is 

to be derived: you y^ill '* overedme him by the blood 

of the Lamb f*” To your feith you muft likewifo^d 

% 

a diligent attention to duty. You arc required to 
wreftle and fight, to watch and pray: and this Ihould 
be your daily, your unceafing employment. You have 
ratified the folcmn vow, that you will ** renounce the 
Devil and all his works J never, then, dare to think 
of returning to his infamous fervice. Lift up your 
Application to the God of all grace, that He may 
“ deliver you from evil,’* from the wicked one §’, 
“ from his crafts and afiaults,” and “ finally beat down 
Satan under your foct ||.” 

1. Let penitents, who feel their own weaknefs, and 
dread the power of thefe fpiritual enemies, be en¬ 
couraged. We allow, that there would be juft caufe 
for fear and defpondency, if there were none to admi- 
nifter fupport. • But the Lord hath faid, have 
laid help upon One that is mighty 4 -.” We refer you 
to Jefus, who can difi^flefs ** the ftrong man, and takft 
from him all his armour, wherein he trufted **.*' O 
fly to this Saviour, apd entreat his gracious afliftance 
and prottAion! •“ Surely, He ftjall deliver thee from 

* I John ii. 13. t I CaTechifia. 

) Lwd’i Prayer. Q Litany. 4. Pfalm Ixxxix. 19. 

** Luke xi. 32. 
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the fnarc of the fowler:—He lhall cover dice with his 
feathers> and under his wings*{halt thou trull: his 
truth lhall be thy fliiefd and buckler*.” The horrid 
temptations, by wlych you arc aflaulted, and which 
excite diftrefling aj^rehenfions in your minds, are a 
favourable fign. We conclude, from the violence 
of your adverlary, that you arc refeued from his do- 
miwonj for, if you were ftill held in fubjc£lion, he 
would not alarm, but quiet your foars, and lull your 
confcicnces afleep. Perfift, then, in a determined 
oppoficion to the prince of darknefs, and indulge 
the pleafing hope, that Jefus has broken the yoke of 
your opprefibr, and will Ihonly give you complete 
deliverance. 

3. Let carelcfs finners be perfuaded to confider, 
\vhofe fervants they arc, and how their fehemes of ini¬ 
quity mull terminate. It appcars*from the feripture 
account, however unwilling you may be to acknow¬ 
ledge it, that, while you are alienated from God, you 
are in fubjcdlion to Satan. You yield a ready coniT 
pliance to the propofals of that evil fpirit j you a£t as 
his confederate.s, under his influence, and are con¬ 
formed to his likenefs. And does he not excite in 
your hearts fuch tempers and affedlions, as render 
you wretched ip yourfelvcs, and mifclucvous to fo- 
ciety ? Where, then, can you expeft your final por¬ 
tion ? ‘‘ If God fpared not the angels that finned, but 
call them down to hellf,” is it to ftc imagined, that 
he will fparc you, who defpife and rejeft that mercy, 
which was never offered to them ? You " count the 
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blood of the Covenant an unholy thing, and do dcfpite 
unto the Spirit of grace *but this is a degree of 
iniquity, with which they are not chargeable. What 
can equal the heinoufnels of your ^ik ? “ How fliall 

you efcape, if you negleft fo great falvationf?” O 
be perfuadcd, while opportunity U allowed you, to 
** flee from the wrath to come!” 

Hcb, X. 29* t 3 * 


CONCLVSIOH. 



SCRiPTURS CHARACTERS 



COKCLUSION. 

A P. XV. 

# 

^elj-examinatiw recommended, as a proper improvement of 
Scripture CbaraSters." — Enquiriespropofed: Arevoe 
among the faints, or the impenitent? — FP^bat is our 
Jiate, conduSl, and principles ?—~Are we “ in the faith,'* 
and conformed to Jefus Cbrijl, by virtue of a fpiritud 
union with him t 

Having finilhed our plan of deducing praftical rc- 
fiedtions from feripture examples, we may now clofe 
the fubjedt by calling upon every reader to enquire, 
whether he has made a fuitable improvement. Reli¬ 
gion does not confift in curious fpeculations: it is a 
perfonal concern. We ought not, therefore, to be 
fatisBed with colledting or analyzing the hiftorical ac¬ 
counts, recorded in the facred volume, or deciding 
upon the different people, whofc cafes have pafled in 
review before us: we fhould ferioufly oonfider, what 
is our own fpirltual ftate, and under what defeription 
we are to be clafled. As the knowledge of ourfelves 
is of for,greater confcqucnce than ‘any .other, we Ihould 
diredt all our ftudies to the attainment of that impor¬ 
tant objedb How forcible, and how exadUy adapted 

s 

to our purpofe, is the exhortation of the Apoflle I 
“'Examine yourfclvcs, whether ye be in the faith; 

prove 
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prove your own felvcs: know ye not your own fclves, 
how that Jefus Cftrift U ih you, except ye be repro¬ 
bates * ?” Let us attend to this folemn counfel, and 
pray diat He, ” unto whom all hearts be open, all 
defircs known, and from whom no Itcrets are liid f,” 
may fearch and try us, deliver us from all hypocrify, 
'* and lead us in the waycverlafting!”* 

It Teems to have been the defign of God, in allnt? 
ting fo large a portion of his word to the defcripcion 
of various charafters, to fix our rtgard upon wir- 
felvesj and, without fuch a particular application, it 
is not probable, that we lhall reap any folid advan¬ 
tage from feripture hiftory. While we are forming 
an opinion concerning the celebrated names of anti¬ 
quity, let each one a(k, What am I to be accounted 
of? Enoch had jhis teftimony, that Ixe pleafed 
God j;/’ but do‘I poflefs any evidence of a fimilar 
kind ? I read that “ Abraham was called the friend of 
God §but am I a child of Abraham ? Mofes is re- 
prefented as peculiarly eminent for his mceknefs of 
fplrit: am not I carried away by the influence of 
pride, envy, and revenge ? While I behold the holy 
life of Jefus, the Sbn of God, is not the tenour of my 
conduft tQtally oypofite? Though I perceive and ap¬ 
prove the zeal, courage, and afliduity of his Apoftles, 
am not I deftitute of fervent love to his name, and 
concern for his glory, being indolent, fearful, and im- 
bclleving ? ’ 


J f we purfue thefc enquiries tliroiigh the feriptures, 
to what conclufion will they lead us ? But the feru- 

• : Cor. xili. ■fCommimion Service. tHcb.xi.5. IJamejii.ax. 
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ttny propofed is unpkafanti and ittoft pcrfons ftart 
back from it, as confcions of a defeft, and aware that 
their accounts are bad. We apprehend that many 
ftudy the iacred writings, merely to gratify their cu- 
riofity in Ijpeculating upon the various charafters there 
exhibited, and indulge a proud, cenforious dilix>fition 
in palling fcntence upon them, while they are averfe 
lo a ferious examination of, their own hearts. Are 
■we, then, at liberty to negleft the repeated injunc¬ 
tions given us, to “ fearch and try our ways and 
“ prove our own work t ?” Or, is the examination 
of no confequence ? If our ftate be fafe, it will have 
a happy tendency to fill our minds with confidence 
and joy: and on this ground' it fcems higliJy neceflary, 
even to advanced Chriftians, in order that they may be 
preferved in peace, and encouraged to purfue the great 
objeft of their high calling with increafing ardour. 
But, granting that we may pofllbly remain under the 
divine difpleafure, is it not peculiarly defirable to be 
apprized of our danger ? And are we not moft likely, 
by a faithful enquiry, to difeover our miftakes, and 
the way of obtaining deliverance ? In fuch a cafe, 
furely, a fupine indifference about tne event is unpar¬ 
donable, and muft be expefted to terminate in final 
deftrudtion. The duty, here recommended, may ap¬ 
pear difficult: but it ought not therefore to be de¬ 
clined. The chief difficulty to be removed is our dif- 
inclination to every thing truly Ipiritual i and this cir- 
cumftance, fo far from being an excufe, furnifhes an ad¬ 
ditional reafon for applying to the work in the moft 
vigorous manritt*. 


Lamen. ili. 40. 


f GaU ri. 4. 
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In the facrcd records we meet with different and 
oppofite deferiprions of men. Some were, confcficdly, 
dear to God and eminent in hoJinds, “ a peculiar peo¬ 
ple, zealous of good works.’* queftion, then, 

arifes. Do we refembie them in’ temper, principle, 
and praftice ? If we compare ourfclves with Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, whaf likenefs do we d'.fcovcr ? Noah 
maintained his - integrity, and “walked with God,’* 
in a time of general depravity, when the earth was 
deluged with wickednefs. The conduft of Daniel was 
fo circumfpe^b and unblamabk, that his malignant 
accufers were conftrained to fay, “ We Hull not find 
any occafion agalnfl: him, except wc find it concern¬ 
ing the law of his Godand fuch was the fervour of 
his piety, that he chofe rath.er to be caft into a den of 
lions, than abandon, his religion. Job was perplexed 
and almoll overwhelmed with accumulated alfiiftions 
and violent temptations ; but, in the midlt of his 
fliarpeft diftrefles, he pofTcJTed a firm dependence on 
his God, and Ihewed an uncommon meafiire of meck- 
nefs and fubmiflion. If we turn to the new tdla- 
ment, we behold the Apoftlcs of the Lord, men who 
fpent their ftrengch, and cheerfully hazarded their 
lives for the nsme of Jefus: we follow them to their 
deaths, and fee many fealing the faith with tircir blood. 
Do we trace in any of thefe perfons a repreicntation 
of our own chara^lcr ? Are wc adtuaied by fimilar 
difpofitions ? If otherwife; if we be in every refpeft 
totally oppofite, how can we hope with them to inherit 
the promifes ? 

The feriptures exhibit inftances of thofe, who were 
Vot, IV. O o - ■ ’ the 
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the avowed advcrfaries of the Lord, and lived in open 
difobedicnce to his government. Cain is defcribcd as 
the enemy of true religion, the perfccutor, and at 
length the murderj*r, of his righteous brother. Pha¬ 
raoh appears as 'a daring rebel, unliumbled under 
the moft tremendous judgments, and hardening 
his heart in defiance of the TSod of heaven. Ju- 
das, the apoftate difciple of our Lord, is introduced 
as an example of the pernicious tendency of covet- 
oufnefs, betraying his Mailer for a fordid bribe. In 
Herod, the bloody king, who harafled the Church, 
we behold a proud and prefumptuous finncr fuddenly 
checked in his career, and ftripped of his glory. 
While we mark their prevailing tempers, let us afle. 
Arc we not under the influence of the fame vile 
affcdlions, or of others equally.deccftable ? Let us, 
then, not be fatisfied with condemning them, but pafs 
an impartial judgment upon ourfclves j and, wherein- 
Ibcvcr we have perverfeiy violated our duty, let 
us with lhame and contrition acknowledge our own 
bafenefs. 

From thefe confidcrations we lhall be led to en¬ 
quire *■ 

1. What is. our ftatc? There is an immenfe differ¬ 
ence between the condition of a child of God, who 
is an heir of heaven, and that of an impenitent fm- 
ncr, obnoxious to eternal wrad). We lliould exa- 
inine, therefore, with which of thefe we may expeft 
our final portion. We are all by nature depraved 
and prone to evil: are we renewed in righteoufnefs, 
through the efficacious, but myfferious, ^ncy of the 
* 3 Holy 
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Holy Spirit? We are tranfgrefTors of the divine law, and 
as fuch liable to fuffer everlafting mifery. Is the fen- 
tence cancelled ? Or is there any plea, with which we 
can arrcft the arm of juftice ready tb take vengeance ? 
Who lhall interpolc in our bclialf ? *'l here is One, of 
high dignity, who hath madc^pearc through the 
blood of his crofs,” oKtained “ reconciliation for ini¬ 
quity, and brought in everlafting rightcoufncfs.” Arc 
we truly acquainted with his charaflcr ? Or have we 
applied by faith for the blclTmgs of his falvation ? It 
were abfurd and prefumptuous to conclude favourably 
concerning our own ftate, unlefs “ we* have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope fet before us*." 
But if, through the merits of the Saviour, we poflefs 
an humble confidence towards God, we fliould alk 
further,, • ' 

a. What is the tenour of our conduft ? Is it fgch, 
as to prove indifputably the ftrength and excellence of 
our religious principles ? We ftiould judge according 
to our Lord’s rule, " By their fruits ye lhall know 
them fand therefore it will be proper to enquire, 
What do we bring forth ? Do we produce the fruit 
of a good, or of a corrupt tree ? Are we fo imprefled 
with the importance of eternal things, as evidently to 
** feek firft the kingdom of God and his righteouf- 
nels?” Docs it appear from our aftions, that we " let 
the Lord always bc&rc \is,” and live as in his pre¬ 
fence ? Do we Ihcw,* by an uniform, confiftent beha¬ 
viour, that we are truly devoted to Him, and defir- 
9US to do his whole v/iU? Do we, then, abandon 

•Heb.vi. 18. fMatuvli. so. 
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every wrong courfe, and pay a •ferious .regard to every 
known duty, though tempted to tranfgrcfs by general 
cuftom, worldly <;onvcmence, or carnal inclination? 
Such, at Icaft, w^l be the cafe with real Chriftians. 
After making all proper allowances for human infir¬ 
mities and natural depravity, ftill we muft maintain, 
agreeably to St, John’s declaration, that every man, 
who poffeffes the hope of the Gofpel, “ purifieth him- 
fclf, even as God is pure*.” If any thing fliort of 
this high attainment fatisfy our confcicnces, if there 
be any iniquity,’which we determine to hold faft, any 
kind or meafure of^olinefs, to which we do not afpire, 
let us not prefume on our profeffions: our religion 
is vain. 

Though we are perfuaded tliat our outward con¬ 
duct will ftand the teft, we Ihould examine likewife, 

3. What are our motives and affeftions? This is 
a necefiary ferutiny, in order to determine the nature 
of our obedience; fince no aftion can be good, or 
acceptable before God, which fprings not from a right 
principle. " Man lookctli on the outward appear¬ 
ance, but the Lord lookctli on she heart f.” With 
refpedt, therefore, to formalifls and hypocrites, that 
which is highly cftccmed amongft men, is abomina¬ 
tion in the fight of God J." The tremendous decla¬ 
ration (hould put us upon fcarching our inward parts, 
however painful the talk may Be. Do we not there 
difeover treachery and corruption ? But let us en¬ 
quire, whether the grace of God has fubdued the 
depravity of our fallen nature, and implanted holy 

* I John iii. 5. 1 1 $am. xvi. 7. ) Luke xvi. 1;. 
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dllpofitions. What is the end, which we propofc to 
Qurfelvcs, irt forming* our habits, or regulating our 
conduit ? Under what influence do we praitife thofe 
things, which we know to be required f With what 
views do we frequent the divine ordinances ? Are we 
aituated by an unfeigned regard to God ? Whence 
proceed our honefty, .temperance, and frugality ? Arc 
we in thefe refpedts ferving God, or confulting ftur 
own intereft and reputation? What difpofes us to 
works of benevolence ? Are we conftrained by the 
love of Chrift, and not induced by pride or fafhion ? 
The* Apoftolical direition is, Whether ye eat or 
drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God*:’Vare we living by that exalted maxim? It 
is allowed, that eminent Chriftians experience a fc- 
verc conflidt from ihe corrupt defucs of the flcfli j 
but thefe they arc enabled to refifl:. If carnal prin¬ 
ciples and tempers poflels an habitual afcendency. it 
will avail us nothing, that we poflefs a fair charadlcr j 
our hearts are unfound, and what we boaft of as duties, 
arc rather to be put down in the lift of cranfgreffions, 
for which we fhould implore forgivenefs. May I Ic, 
** who fearcheth’the reins,” enable us to pafs a right 
judgment! • 

It may be ufcful to purfue the enquiries, which St. 
Paul has fuggefted, and to examine, 

1. Whether ,wc 'be in the faith.” Ic is not 
enough, that we aflenc to the truth of revelation m 
general, or maintain the whole fyftem of Chriftian 
doilrines. If fuch an external profcfllon had been 

4 
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Sufficient, the Apoftle’s exhostation the Corin¬ 
thians would have been unneceflary. But, alas! 
nominal believers, as we perceive in numerous in- 
rtances, may be deftitute of the true, laving know¬ 
ledge of the Redeemer: and tlytrcfore we Ihould ever 
be reminded, that, ‘V the form’’ without “ the power 
of,, godlincfd’ is unavailing. \Ve miift imderftand 
and feel the influence of our principles. It is of im¬ 
portance, that we “ hold fall the form of found 
words,” and “ contend carncftly for the faith 
but the Gofpcl requires more than mere fpeculativc 
opinions. It commands us to poflefs a fupreme re¬ 
gard to the Lord Jefus Chrift, as the Saviour of fin- 
ners, and an er.tirc dependence upon him fi>r all fpi- 
ritual blcffings. To be “ in the faith,” is to live 
in the habitual excrcil’e of fuch'a difpofition towards 
Chrift, expecting pardon, peace, hoHnels, and heaven, 
as the gift of his love, and as the purchafe of the blood 
of his crofs. 

This is the dillingiiilhing temper of a Chriftian, 
.^nd is of all others moft indifpenfably reqiiifite. With¬ 
out fuch an attachment to die Son, of God, we mull 
renounce cur claim to the precious promiles of the 
new Covenant: for they are given only to them 
that believe. Without it our belt morality is efien- 
tially defective j and, howevw valuable it may be 
in fociety, it’cannot be accepta*blc to God. The 
proper foundation being wanting, the fuperftrufture 
will faiL Do we, then, feel that our warmeft affec¬ 
tions are placed upon the Saviour; and are we con¬ 
tinually looking to him ft>r renewed communications 

• of 
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of his grace? Do all our hopes centre in him; and 
do we derive from him, by frcfli applications, increafe 
of light, ftrcngth, and comfort? Can we adopt St. 
Paul’s declaration, and fay, “ Th^c life which I now 
live in tlie fielh, I live by the feith of the Son of 
God, who loved ine,*and gave himfclffor me • ?” 

We fliould fearch ftill further^ and enquire 
2. Whether " jefus Chrift: is in us.” This doubt- 
lefs implies, that we poflefs his temper and difpofition; 
and fuch will be the cfFeft of a right knowledge of 
his cliaradler, and dependence on his grace. Thole, 
who ** behold liis glory, arc changed into the fame 
image t,” They “ have put on Chrift ■" and “ as 
He is, fo are they in this world For this reafon, 
He that faith he abideth in him, ought himfclf alfo 
fo to walk, even as He walked 8.” Let us feriouny 
contemplate the perfefb pattern of all righteouflteis, 
and ** learn of him 4 -.” We have feen many bright 
examples among the ancient faints; but tlteir glory 
vanilhes before the fuperior luftre of this fplendid 
Luminary, as the ftars before the fun. Have we 
been fo ftruck with the view of his excellence, as to 
be filled with acfmiration, and transformed into a ho^y, 
fuitable refemblance ? 

• He was meek and lowly in heart ** fought* 
not his own glory,” and maintained an uninterrupted 
fervour of devotion and fccret communion with God. 
He was ** not of the world,” but " feparate from 
finners,” and yet touched with the tendereft com- 

*Gal. ik'so. t 3 Cor.itt. it. {Gal.iii. 37. Johnit^. 17. 

II i John ii. 6 . 4 Matt. xi. 2y. 
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paffion for the miferies of mankind: he was )nerciful» 
patieht, forgiving, and even prayed for his murdercrr. 

s 

He yielded a perfcft and cheerful obedience,, and, 
through the ardoitf of his zeal, accounted it ** his 
meat to do the will of Him that fent him, and to 
finifh hU work.” Such was the Saviour: but U this 
the pattern, which we have propofed for our "bwH 
imitation ? If we have ** teccived Chrift Jefijs the 
Lord,” do we “ walk in him • ?” Is the fame 
** mind in us, which was alfo in Chrift Jefus f ?” 
Arc we fo conformed to him, that thoie, who look 
at us, may l^ehold. his likeneft? How many, alas! 
are totally oppofitc! The proud, the covetous, the 
luftfol, the profane, the lenfual, the contentious, and 
Tcvcngefol, will not pretend, furely, that they are 
among the followers of the Lamb. May they feel a 
deep conviction of their guilt, and confefs with* godly 
forrow, that they arc entire ftrangers to the religion of 
'the Gofpel! • 

But, when the Apoftic fays to believers, " Jefus 
Chrift is in you,” the words imply more than a mere 
imitation or rcfcmblance of his character. We may 
•fairly infer from them, that his people are joined to 
him by the agency of the Spirit, and favoured with 
hU gracious refidence in their hearts. No man, in- 
4 ^) attains a likenefs of dilpo&ion to the Saviour, 
•but " by the renewing of the? Holy Ghoft." This 
divine inBuence is the more to be inBfted on, be- 
eftufe it is denied by many, who boaft of the lufRciency 
of their own unaflifted ftrength. The proud advo- 
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cates for what is improperly termed a rational fyllem 
of Theology, fnecr at the notion of a Ipiritual union 
with Chrift, as if it exifted only in the wild imagi- 
nations of endiuliafts. Let us, however, without 
dreading reproach, receive the doftrine on the au¬ 
thority of the inijured writers, and pray with St. 
Paul, “ that Chrift may 'dwell in our hearts by faith 
Let us rejoice in thole kind afluranecs of our Re¬ 
deemer ; for they are big with confolation: ** He 
that eateth my flelh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me and I in him f.” " Behold, I ftand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will fup 
with him, and he with me J.” 

Believers, then, maintain a delightful intercourfe 
with their exalted LSbrd. He guides and conducts 
them in the way wherein they Ihould go: he ftrengtliens 
them with might for tlic work affigned them} he 
purifies them from their corruptions, for his fcrvicc 
and glory} and comforts them by decided tokens and 
clear manifeftations of his love. Is this what we 
can teftify from ^our own knowledge.^ Have we 
fuch an evidence of true religion in our fouls ? Our 
doubts and appithenfions Ihould excite us to greater 
eamcftnel^ in making and purfuing thefe enquiries: 
nor Ihould we reft, till we perceive good reafon to 
conclude, that ** (ajirift is formed in us §.” The 
precept, wWch requires us to examine ourfelvcs, 
implies, that it is poftible to arrive at foch a conclufion, 

• Epb. iii. 17. t John vi. 56. t Re?. iiL 20. 

i Gal. tv. 19. 
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on fatisfaclory grounds. " Know yc not your own 
ftlvcs?” fatd the Apoftle. An ignorance of tliis 
kind, we obferve, is Ipoken of as difgracehil to 
Chrifllans. What will it avail us to be acquainted 
with the whole 'of Scripture Charafters ?” The 
grand enquiry now is, and will be at the laft^ What 

• a * ' 

IS our own r • 

Is it thought, that the matter, here inhded on, is 
of trivial moment? It fhould be rccollcfted, that “ if 
any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of 
his*.” It is allb folemnly declared, that “ jefus 
Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates f,” 
The fuppofmon is indeed alarming: yet let not 
the expreflion be perverted. None arc rejedted of 
God, as “ reprobates,” or doomed to eternal mi- 
fery by an abfolutc decree, without regard to the 
ftatc and difpofition of their hearts. We muft how¬ 
ever maintain, agreeably to this defeription, that 
thofc, who arc ” alienated from the life of God,”, 
cannot be acceptable to him: after much trial, they 
are difapproved, like refufe metal, which is fo full 
of drofs as to be unfit for ufej and tliercfore they 
are abandoned and finally caft away. Who ihall 
prefume to objcdl to fuch a procedure ? Is it not 
confiftcnc with every principle of truth and equity? 
It is evident, that without a renovation of mind, 
through the ’ influence of the Spirit, we muft ne- 
ceftirily be excluded from the prefence of God fiir 
ever. O let us pray, that He would ** make us 

* Rom. vui. 9. t a Cor. xiii. 
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meet to be partakers pf die inheritance of the f^ts 
in light*!” 

We attempt not to deny or conceal the tremen¬ 
dous fentcnce, “ that “ the wrath oteod Cometh upon 
the children of difobedicncc f.” But, ** knowing 
the terror of the Lord, we perfuade.mcn” to embrace 
the offers of his mere)'. We folcmnly warn thcff^of 
impending deftruftion, and entreat them with earneft- 
nefs, not to trifle away their prelent opportunities. 
Through the whole of thefc praftical refleftions, we 
have endeavoured to keep in view the fad cafe of im¬ 
penitent fmners, and engage their attention to the 
ferious confideration of their danger. And if any 
fuch Ihould call their eyes upon thefc pages, we now 
again, in the conclufion, prefs them to examine them- 
lelves, before they 1ft fummoned to that ftriiSl and dc- 
cifive ferutiny at the judgment feat of Chrift. Then 
indeed will every charafter be clearly difeovered; we 
lhall “ difeern between the righteous and the wick¬ 
ed J.” But then alfo will the ftatc of every indi¬ 
vidual be determined beyond the poflibility of a 
change. O giv^ diligence, to flee from the wrath to 
come, and to obtain “ inheritance among them which 
arc fanftified by*faith, that is in jefus Chrift § !” 

It is prefumed, that many of our readers are among 
the faithful difdples of the Saviour; and the fubjefts, 
here treated, feent cfpccially calculated to promote 
their edification and comfort. The writer will rejoice 
to be infirumental towards their fpiritual advance¬ 
ment; and therefore, in a peculiar manner, he be* 

* Col. i. 13 . t V. 6. % Mai. Ill. 18. $ Afls XXV], 18. 
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Q>eaks their attention. Pofllbly, you may be un¬ 
noticed and fcorned in the mldft of a finful genera¬ 
tion. But be encouraged to ** hold on your way,’' 
in defiance of all ^difficulties and oppofition. ** The 
world knoweth you not, becaufe it knew not Him*,’’ 
whom you ferve. In this vidw, you will not com¬ 
plin of contemptuous treatmem. Confider, alfb, the 
examples of the moft eminent faints. You arc fol¬ 
lowers of them, who arc now inheriting the pro¬ 
miles. Their holy conduct will inftruft you, their 
prelent happinefs will enliven your hopes. 

Soon lhall you be admitted to a lUte of delightful 
intcrcourfe with thofe exalted perfonages, whofe cha- 
rafters you have been contemplating. You lhall join 
with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, with Mofes and 
Elijah, with Peter, John, and ^ul, in admirjng and 
prailing the God of your falvation. You ihall come 
to the general aflcmbly and church of the firft- 
born, which are written in heaven f,” and unite 
with Angels and Archangels, as well as with the 
illultrious company of Martyrs, Prophets, and Apof- 
tles, in aferibing “ blelling, and honour, and glory, 
and power, unto Him that fitteth *upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and evir^.” Will not 
the profpeft fupport and animate you, while you 
prels forward with determined vigour ? Let it be 
your great concern to recommend religion, both by 
your life and death. And may *God grant, ffiat he 
who writes and all who read thefe pages may be able 
to fay with St. Paul, in the view of an approaching 

* I John iB. 1. I Heb. ui. 13. t v. Z3. 
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diirolutIon> ** 1 have fought a good Hght, I have 
finifhcd my courfe, I have kept feith: Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouihefsj which 
tlie Lord, the righteous Judge, give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but untb all them alfo that 

Jove his appearing * 1” Amen. 

• * » 

• 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
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TWO LAST VOLUMES. 


The numeral Letters 


refer to the Volume^ the Figures to (he 
Page. 


A. 

/tlws givifiF. duty of, IIL 183, 457, 473, 530, IV. 40, tif). 

An d It ew became a difciple of jcius, IIL 84, and afterward his 
dated attendant, 149. 

Akoels, holy, their nature, charaAer, and fituation, IV. eti — 
arc God*s miniilers, and perform his purpofes, ;23—lludy and 
admire the plan cf redemption, ^26-*announccd the birth of 
Jefus—worftipped him,--attended him—declared his refurrec.^ 
lion, ;27—rejoice in the conver/ion of /inners. and watch over 
believers, 528—will accompany the Lord Jclus to the h/t 
judgment, fummon the dead, approve and execute the different * 
fentences, $31—will be for ever employed in praifing God, 
confirmed in their holy and happy ilate^ and united with re¬ 
deemed faints, 534. 

the tremendous confequcnccs of, IV. 259—262. 



Bntti/mf of Chrift, IIA 65. 

Barnabas, his, labours with, and feparation from St. Paul, IV. 
376—390. * 

c. 


CoRHctrus a Roman Centurion, IV. 474—his devotion and 
liberality, 475—encouraged by an Angel, 478—dircdled to 
fend for St. Peter, 48c«^cccivcd the ApolUc, and defired hU 
inllruflions, 481—wl| endued with the Holy Ghoft, and bap¬ 
tized, 483—probably retained his fituation in the army, 484. 


D. 

Deity of Jefus Chrift, III. 20- 33, 97, 231—235, 415, 503, 544, 
IV. 11, 47, 72, 95, 181, 199, 216, 225, 320, 32u 
Dev It. See Evil Sn rits. 


Evil, 
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E. 

Evtt Spirit their cxiftcnce, IVv 538—ftH and erdufion from 
heaven, j 40—templed our fiift parents, 542~jnamtain large 
inSgcncc in the earth, among the impenitent, 544—were per* 
mined to poflefs men’s bodies, 546-^oppofed the Saviour, 547 
-^rcfift the progrefs of the GofpcI, 548—affaull believers, 549 
their agency dc^cs not extenuate our guilt, 551 .-will foon be 
confounded, 55a—fummoned to judgment, and doomed to cter* 
nal puniOiment, 553. 

F. '• 

ncccffity and effedts of. 111 . if3^117, jj6, 357, 480. IV. 

566* 

Fa/h anJ mptrftQtm faints^ IV. 171, 27$^a8i, 500,309*^ 

314. 

Fopingt duty of. 111. 71, 191. 


H. 

Her on Agrippa perfecuted the Church, IV. 488 —killed James, 
4C0— imprifoned Peter, 491—was enraged by that Apoftlc^s 
miraculous efcape, 49a^flauered, as if he were a deity, 493*^ 
fuddenly deilroyed for his pride, 496—504. 

Hbroo Anti fas, his rank and charadler, IV, 323*^hii incef- 
tuous marriage, 3a6~impsironed John the BaptifI, 327—yet 
revered him, 328—heard him 3to^2na made a partial 

reformation, 332-*-waj reftrained from dellroying him, through 
fear of the people, 334-^at length beheaded him, 335—afraid 
of his being raifed from the dead, 337—threatened Jefus, exa« 
mined and infulted him, 338*—died in exile, 339, 

Hotr Ghost, hia agency in regeneration, fll. 106*^109. fm 
againil, 282—284, promife of, 452. IV* 7;, 88—90. 

}i 9 Uj$ and fttvitt 9 fGod% to be attended, HI, 59, 133, 

J. 

J AM r.ft became the attendant of Chrift, III. 149—prefent at his 
transfiguration, 38i”*aod at his agonyAlV* 106—fullexed mar¬ 
tyrdom, 490, 

JeausA LEM, deffruftion of. III. 452, 535% IV. 20—31. 

Jes vs Ch RiSTr importance of his charaAer, 111 , 24—truth of 
his hi (lory, a6—his pre>extftence, 27—Deity, 29—32. (See 
Ditty.) incarnadoa, 33—preparations made for his appear* 
aocc, 36, 

his humiliation and glory, 43 —miraculous con¬ 
ception, 43—name appointed, 47—Thativity, 49—clrcumcifion 
and prefentation, 54—vifited by Magi, 56—preferred in Egypt, 
^y..-^his wifdom in childhood, conference with the Doflors, and 
fubjedion to his parents, 39. 

dwelt in obfeurity till his thirueth year, 62— 

£ repared for entering on his tniniftry, by his baptifm, 65— 
y his failing, 69—and by tbe tempratiens of Saup, 72—^ho 
• 7 * urged 
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lilted him to diAruft» 74-^to prefainptIon> 76—and to am* 
biticDi 77* * * 

attended on the Bapuft’s iniml!ry> and called cer* 
tain dsfciples, 83—87. at a marriage^fcan tutned water into 
wine, 88—92. during his attendance at thq paiTover, purged the 
temple, 93-^id not truft himfelf with feme profelTed con- 
vertSf 96. • 

confulted hy (licodemus, declared the neceflity of 
regenerationp 99—10$. the operation of,the Spirit, 106—109, 
the deKverance of iinners condemDaridn, through his own 
interpofition, 110—ii 2. the diUcrent flates and charaAers (jf 
believers and unbelievers, 113—116* 

retiring from Jerofalein to Galilee, pafled through 
Samaria, 119.—converfed with a woman of Sychar, 12c—12$» 
replied to hh difciples, who brought him food, 126—abode two 
days with the Samaritans, and had many converts, 129—went 
to Cana, and cured a nobleman*s Too at Capernaum, 1 

preached at Nazareth, 134^139* miraculoufly 
efcaped, 140—dwelt at Capernaum, 141—wrought various mi¬ 
racles, 143—rofe early, 147—took a circuit round Galilee, and 
called four difciples after a miraculous draught of filhcs, u 3 « 

preached on a mountain in Galilee, declaring 
the bleflednefs of certain charaAcrs, 152—167. expounding 



giving various practical aircciions ana exnorcacions, 191 

healed a leper, 215—retired into the wildcrncfs, 
siy^nttended by Pharifees and Dodors, 219—cured a para¬ 
lytic, 22c—called Matthew, 222—-vifited him, 224—juftified 
Uit free and focial manners of his own difciples, 226. 

at the celebration of the pailovcr, cured an im¬ 
potent man, 229—called to account, declared his own dignity, 

ftated certain proofs of his divine minion, ^35— 
fubjoined folemn admonitions to his oppofers, 238. 

vindicated his difciples ter plucking ears of corn, 
and himfelf for healing a withered hand, on the fibbach day, 
243—247. perfonnjd various cures, 248—fpent a night in 
prayer, 25^—chofe twelve ApolUes, 251—repeated certain paf- 
ikges of his fennon on the mount, 257—258. 

healed a Centurion’s Icrvaur, 260—raifed a wi* 
dow’s fon to life, 163—teftified of John the Bapiift, 265— 
lamented over the impci^icuH and encouraged the contrite, 268 
—dined with a Pharifee, and vindicated a peniceot woman, 

weeping at his feet, 270--275. 

took another circuit, 27?—healed a demoniac, 

278—vindicated that miracle, 279—idmonift^cd and reproved 
the Pharifees, who objeae'd, 281—288. encouraged laiin- 
ful followersi 289. 

delivered the parables of ihefowcr, 293—29*^. 
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the UreSf the growth of coro» grain of muftard-feed^ leaven ui 
ineaU treafure hid in x field, pearl*of great pricci and the net 
. gathering different kinds of fiihes, 299^309. 

^ replied to fome> who pro^fled a regard to him, 

110—313-. appealed a fiorm on the fca, 3i4«^cured two pof- 
feffed perfons, 31^—rejcAed by'the Gadarenes, 318—re- 
fiored J virus's daughter to life, and healed a woman of the 
bloody flux, 32c—gave fight to two blind men, and ex- 
j’cllcd a demon, 322—preached again at Nazareth, and various 
other places, 323. « * , 

Cent forth his twelve* A poftles, with miraculous 
powers, and gave them a folemn charge, 327— 

withdrew with his ApolUes, on their return, 
342—fed five thoufiind by a miracle, 544-—retired from the 
multitude, 346~walked on the fca. and ftilled the cempeft, 
3^^^taughc in the fynagogue at Capernaum, 349-^aviIUd 
at by the Jews, 353~jS8* and forfaken by many difciples> 

359 ' 

replied to the objeAions of Pharifees, 362~cau- 
tloned the people againfi them, 364'—tried the faith of a woman 
of Canaan, 366^wrcught many cures, and fed four thoufand, 
^fi^^oppofed by Pharifees and Sadducees, 371—reflored fight 
to a blind man at bethfluda, 373—declared his charafler, and 
foretold his paflion, to his difciplcs, requiting them alfo to fuf« 
fer with him, 3-5—379. « 

was transfigured, 380—384. expelled an evil 
fplrir, which hli Apuflles could not do, 3^5—warned them of 
Ills approaching fuilVrings, 388—paid the (acred tribute by a 
miracle, 31^9—fuggellcd folemn cautions againll ambition, of¬ 
fences, contempt of the weakell believers, and fcverity towards 
an olFcnding brother, 390—396. 

reproached by his kindred—went to the feall of 
labcrnnclc:, 399—taught In the temple, 401—mlraculoufly pre« 
ferved from the rage of the people, and officers of the Sanhe.> 
dnm, 403—4^6* appealed to concerning an adultcrcfs, 407— 
renewed his public iniirudions, and anfwtrcd various cavils, 409 
— ; >4. Hlfciicd his Deity, and only by a miracle cfcaped a vio¬ 
lent death, 415. ^ 

fent out feventy difdples to preach, 418—^21, 
addrelTccl them upon cheir return, 422—replied to a captious 
lawyer, 424—delivered the parable of the good Samaritan, 
42t—vifiled Manha and Mary, ^27—taught and encouraged 
Kis difciplcs to pray, 43c—^ined wtt^a Pharifee, and gave fe* 
vcrc reproofs, 43 —433. 

warned his difciplcs of hypocrify and cowardice, 
43'—«ie]ivcred the parable of the rich fool, 44c—gave ciu* 
Jttons againil worldiinefs, 44 —exhorted to prepare for his com¬ 
ing, 444—foictcld violent perfccutlons, 443—preached the nc- 
ccffi.y of repentance, ^47—^eferibed the barren fig-tree, 446 — 

'...4 
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t)ea\e^ an infirm woman on the fal^th, tliat fiiaiitj^ 

will be (hut out of heaven$ 4;cH-feat a meilkge to Httod, 451 
••--and iamehted over Jerufalem, 

dined with a Phamee on the fabbathi ^$4-^ 
healed a dropfy. 456—inculcated huAiility and a regard to the 
poor> 4;^-^elivered the parable of th^^rtSF Tapper, 

Warned his followers to prepare for fufFe^g, 461—vindicated 
his attention to {tnners, by the parables of the loft iheep, the 
piece of filver, and the prbdigal Ton, 464^470* 

delivered tl^e parable of the unjaft fteward, 47i 
~lhcwcd the ufe of itioney, 473—reproved the Pharilees, 
474~delcribed the cafe of the rich man and Lazarus, 476^ 
exhorted to beware of offences, forgive injuries, and maintain 
faith, 479~curcd ten lepers, 481—foretold the deftruAion of 
Jcrufalcm, 482^^eliverea the parable of the importunate wi¬ 
dow, and that of the Pharifee and Publican, 

at the feaft of dedication, gave fight to a man 
born blind, 490—494. to whom be declared his true chara^cr, 
49$—dcfcrib^ himfelf as the Door, and the good Shepherd, 
497—)Or* a/Tcrted his union with the Father, 502—and mira* 
culoully efcaped being ftooed, 

anfvvered enquiries about marriage and divorces, 
507~ftiewed a tender regard to little children, 510—replied to 
a young ruler, 512—51;. warned his difciples of the danger of 
riches, ; 16—delivered ^e parable of the labourers in the vine^ 
yard, 518—haftened to Jcrufalcm to fulfer, 520—inculcated 
humility, 522—cured two blind men near Jericho, 523* 

vilited Zaccheus the publican, who became a 
true convert, 526—533« delivered the parable of the ten pounds, 

434 — 54 <>- 

raifed Lazanis from the grave, 542—547» WU 
anointed with coflly pcrfume> 548—rode in triumph to Je- 
rufalenii 531—wept over the city, 553“purged the tem¬ 
ple, 556* ^ 

inftrufled certain Greeks, 56c—warned the urt^ 
believing Jews, 563<#-curfcd a barren fig-tree, 567—confounded 
tholb, who queftioned his authority, 569^idlnonifhed them by 
the parable of thetcwo fons, 571-^and by^bac of the wicked 
bulbandman, 573, 

deliveivd the parable of the marriage feaft, IV* 
2^4, replied to the Pha^fees and Herodians on the payment 
of tribute, 5-^confoundea the Sadducecs, by proving a refur* 
reflion, 7—antwered « S^ibe, refpe^ng the tirft ?nd great 
commandment, 9—baffled the Phariftes, by propofing a qtief- 
rion about the Meftiah, 11—warned his difciples agaioft the 
bribes and Pharifees, whom he reproved and condemned in the 
lirongcft'^erms, la—16. 

commended the liberality of X poor widow, 
t9^^^predlQed the deftruftion of the city and temple of Je- 
tufaiem, with the concomitant Itgus and circuolftancei, ao— 

P p a ^9* 
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forctdd hU cooling to judgment^ and exhorted to watcH- 
fdinerii 307^3 j* 

incalcated a ferious preparadoA for hb comings 
by the parables of the ten vtrgine* ana.of the talentSt 36—461 
gave\ paretcular defcriptiba oTthe laA ^dgment> 47—ci* 

<flebra|ed his lift paflbver> 34*^amed hia 
difciplea’ feti, j^-^nlKtoted the EucHarift, 60—declared the 
treachery of Judas, a«d the approaehlng fall of Peter, 64—68. 

exhorted and comforted his difciples in the 
gueft-ehamher, 69^77. reprefented himfelf as the true Vine> 
78—enforced obedience and mutual ,Iove> 8c.—piedi6led per- 
fccutlon, 8 a. 

^ continued hts addrefs to his Apofttesi with 1 

further prophecy of their fud'erings» a promife of the Spirit# 
and an alTurance of hts own return, 86^—93. oftered up a 
irent prayer for himfelf, his Apofiles, and all believers, M^ioa. 

retired to G ethfernane—warned his dirciples, 10; 
•^ruffered an extreme agony, 106—112. betrayed by Judas# 
113—forfaken by the other Apollles, 113—examined before the 
high>*prjell, condemned, and tnfulted, 116—2 20. 

examined alfo before Pontius Pilate and Herod# 
122—125. derided and fcntenccd, 126—131. crucified, 13a 
—^ 37 * 

prayed for his murderers, as he hinged on th6 
crcfi, 14'*—was reviled, 142—comforted the penitent thief, 144 
—complained of defertion, 147—expked, 149—was pierced# 
152—caken down and buried, 134—137. 

not left in hell, 159—rofe on the third day, 160 
—hit referreflion proved, by the teftimony of Roman foldiers, 
161—of many alio, who examined his fcpulchre, 164—and of 
Angels, x66—by his own appearing to Mary Magdalene, 
169—to the other Mary and Salome—and. to Peter# 171 — 
to two difciples going to Emmaus# 172—and to the ApolUes 
aflembfed together, 174, 

appeared at Jenifalem for the conviftion of Tho« 
mas, 179—at the fea df Tiberias, 182—on a mountain in Ga* 
lilee, 185—and again at Jerufalcm# a liul# before the feaft of 
Pcntccofl, 187—191. 

afeended into heaven, 196—%oi. fitteth at tkd 
^ right hand of God, as our. Hi^h-Pciclt, BeAefaAor, and 
Kirtg, 202—210. 

wiir return in his riory, 212—judge the world 
with fighceoufners, 215^222. ana dhen refign his mediatoriai 
kingdom, 223—226. * / 

Ji ws, their difperfto'n and rccoV-ery, IV. 28. 

John cM Baptist, tbq harbinger of MeOtah, hU high cha< 
racier, I.ll. 3—miraculous birth, and fignliicant napie, 5—* 
cJtication and early piety, 81—Nloftrfnc of repcutance, 

ui\i baptpm, 16—reprooft and admonitions—teftimony con* 
vermng Chri2| is^16. acceptance, as a preacher, 17—fent 
8 for 
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for by Herod, l6<—imprifooed, 19—direAed hi$ difctples to 
jefus, s^^beh^aded a&d butted, 21* 

John the Evangelist, his parentage and occupation—'Ca 1 led 
to the fervice of Cbrift, IiL 149. IV. 307—appointed an 
ApoAIe^faw the transfigaration, 308—forbad one c^ing out 
devils, 309—propofed to i iinfiiim iliii I mjiiwlTfr 310—peu« 
ttoned for the higheA place, 31 {—-attended his Lord at the laft 
paffover, in Gethfcmane, and by the cfbfs, 3'4—the firft, who 
believed the refurre^ion, 16$, 316—laboured with Peter at Jc^ 
rufalem, and in Samaria, 317—bani^ied to Patmos—preached 
and died at Ephefu 8 ,« 3 < 9 —his GofpA, Eplfttes, and Reve* 
latioQs, 320—}24. . 

Judas, a co^fummate hypocrite, IV. 245—attached Ivimfclf to 
Chrill for gain, 246—was appointed an Apoftlc, 247—C’f* 
honeft—centred Mary for waftc of ointment, 248—warned by 
jefos, 64, 25 —betrayed him for money, 54, 113, 253—de* 
liroyed himfcif, 257. 

Judgment % unlverfal, proceedings of, IV, 30—33. 

—222. 

L. 

lor ite Jay* See Saihath* 

Lord*//uffer. 111 . 355. IV* 6o« 


M. 

Mart, the blefled Virgin, ap^inted to be the mother of.Chrift, 
III. 46—defeended ^from David—efpoufed to )ofepl.—In*, 
formed of her miraculous conception, IV. 228—'^ifiteu Eliza* 
beth, 2«i—brought forth Jefus at Bethlehem, III. 49. IV. 233 
attended at the temple for her purification, IH. ^4* IV. 23 
went into Egypt, ill. $8. IV. 236*«-expoftuIated with Jefus for 
remaining at Jerufalcm—met with a rebuke from him at 
Cana, III. 59, 89. IV. 238—accompanied him in his nunlAry, 
IV* 239—ftood by his croft, 147, 241. 

Matthsw, called. III. 222—entertained Chrift, 224. 

Wintfitrsy inftru^ted from John B^tiA, III. 15—18, from Chrift, 
1.7, 251, 309, 332. from St. Paul, IV. 440* 


a N. 

Kathanasl, brought to ChrUl, III. 8$. 

Lfature, human, depravity of, Ul. 105, ijo, 365. 

Jfe-w Tepamenty cxceUenceof, III. i—inftrufl$ by examples, 2— 
troth of, 26, IV. 25—.*8. 351, 369. 

COD EMUS confulicd Qirift by night, III. 99—fpoke in his 
favour before the*^ Saohedrim, 407—aAIAed ia his burial, 
IV. 155, 

o. 


OsKii UV9, tlie fervaat of niilemon, IV. 5o;'~robbe(] hi. mnilcr. 
and fled to Rome, where he was converted through St. Paul’s 
mioiftry, 507—51,. returned to hu mafter, with the Apoltle’s 
ncoaunendatioa, 5t4^was aifedionately received by the 

r P 3 vhurcJi 
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Church a&a brother^ an 4 probably admitted into the f^tcred mU 
piftry, 5 XJ—519* 

P • 

fofahles, of two info!vent debtors. III, *7*—the relapiing dfe- 
Rioltep, 287—the fewer* 293^298- the urei* 299—the growth 
pf corn, 3^2^the grain of mulUrd feed* 305—leaven iji ji)ea]» 
304T-<ttreafore iit& ip a field, and pearl of great price, 306-^ 
the net gathering d^erent kinds of fiflies, 3oS-^the unmerciful, 
ftrvant, 39j«*the good Samaritan^ 426—the barren fig-tree, 
448—the great fopper, 458—the loft ihcep, 465—the pTccc of 
filver, 466*^the prodigal fon, 467^^470. the unjuft fleward,. 
472-^the rich man ancTLaaarus* 476^the importunate widow* 
485*^thc Pharifee and Publican, 486^theDoor, and the gopd 
Shepherd, 497*-*5or« the labou^^ers in the vineyard, ciS^the 
ten pounds, 554<—540. the two fons, 59i*^thc wicked huf- 
bandmen, 572—the marriage feaft, JV. 2—the ten virgins, 
37—the talents, 42—46, 

PannOi CO be obeyed. III. 6 q, 

lii$ cxtraiftioii and education, IV. 3$7~a bigotted Pha- 
iKce, 358—per fecu ted the Church, 3$9<~fuddenly ftopped by 
an appearance of Cluift, 363—fubmiued to him, 364—ftrucK 
blind, 36^—recovered his fight—baptized by Ananias* 366— 
preached Chrift, 367—what to be concluded from his conver* 
jion, 369—371. 

driven from namafeus, and ^ben from Jcrufalem, fled 
Tarfus, 374—accompanied Barnabas (p Antioch in Syria, and 
thence to Jerufalem, 376—fent forth with liim to preach to iho 
0 ent]les, iravcllcd'through Cyprus, 377—went to Perga, An* 
tiqch *m Pilldi^, Iconium, Lyftra, Dcrbe^ 378—383, re¬ 
turned CO Antioch in Syria, 386—attended tbe council at Je- 
r^^falem, 387—reproved Peter, 388-^feparated from Barna^* 
pz$^ 289, 

Mfcumcifed Timothy at Lyftra, i93-r-cai^e to Troas, 
f nd thence to Philippi, where Lydia and the Jailer were cois 
yerted, 395—399, proceeded to The/Talonica. Berea, Athens, 
and Corinth, 400—4fo. yificed Jeruialem, and then returned, 
foti firming the churches, 411/ ' f 

came to Ephefus, 415—driven away by a tumult of the 

S le, 419—vifited Greece, and returne<i to Troas, 420— 
d Eucychus to life, ^21—palTed on to MUetus, whither he 
fent fo't |he elders from Epbefus, and took his leave* 422— 
at Tyre and C^efarea was diuuaded from going to Jerufalem, yet 

J Proceeded* 425—complied ’ with Jewifli prejudices, 426—af- 
aulced by a mob, and taken iotp cuftodyrof the Romans* 427— 
addrefted the people, but was furioully o^pofed, 429^arraigned 
^eforc the Sanhedrim, 430. 

made bis defence, 434—encouraged by avifion, 43677 
confpired againft, arid iencto Cefarca, 437—there pleaded his 
C2ufe with I^lix,438—and afterwards with Feftus* 44a—appeal¬ 
ed to Cefar* 443—preached before king Agrippa, 444^450. 
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♦ ^ 

fent as a prlibner to Roine» cxperiencfd great difficuldet 
in \xU voyage* 4;^—ihtpwrecked on the ifland of McUu, 497-^ 
wrought miracles t%cre^ ana received kindnefs, 4^8—proceeded 
to Rome, 459—dwelt and preached in his own houfe jinder 
cuitody* 46 o*- 46^, releafed-^travelled and laboured as beforei 
466—again iniprifoned*^beheaded* 467^wtj‘-^<R his trials^ 
and* the thorn in the flelh/' 469. • 

Pbtek* a filherman* brought to Chriil* 111^84. IV* 2^4* ca]l^ 
to a Aated attendance on him* IfL r49-»iV* a66» appointed aa 
Apoftle* a67*-iwalked on the fea* HI.* 347* IV* 268^000* 
felTed Chrid* IU« 37;*1V« 270—one of Itia Lord’s mofk fa* 
voured and zealous attendants* 111 * 381—IV* aya^warnedff 
his fall* IV* 66, to;* a74^flept in Gethfemane* 108, 276^ 
defended his Mafterj but foon forfook and denied him^ 114* 
11$, 2191 277—*repented» 280—had an interview with Jefu$ 
after the refurreAion* 183* 282. 

f ropofed the eleAion of a new apoftlc-^preachcd on the 
Pentecoft, 286*-~heaied a tame man, and addrelTed the 
people* 288~iniprifoned-«pleaded before the Sanhedrim* 289 
•^ete£\cd Ananias* 291—again imprifoned* brought before 
the Sanhedrim* and feourged, 292**went to Samaria* Lydda* 
Joppa, and Cefarca, 294^297* defended his conduct towards 
Cornelius* 298~dc]iverc4 from Herod* 299-*hu writings* and 
death* 302. 

Philip* being called of Chrift, invited Nathanael, III* 85. 
PoKTiUs Pilate* his cftaraAer* and conduft towards Chrift* 
IV. 123—129, 

Prater, private* duly of* III. 147, 184, j 86» 202, 217, ijo, 
347, 346, 485. I'he Lord’s Prayer, 188—190, 430, Prayer 
of Jefus for himfelf and his difciples* IV. 94«*-i02. 

R. 

Ptgfftfrafhit, its nature and necefilty* 111* 101—109* 

Rtpretata^ who are fuch* IV* $70* 

# S. 

Saibath, duty of obferving* III* 243—249* 

Sacramtut, See L^rPscupper4 

Satan tempted ChriC Hi* 72—8o« See Evia Sniairs* 
^elJ'-txaminatUn^ recommended, IV. 558—proper to enquire* in 
what defeription of charaAers we are to be cfalTed, 361—what 
is our ftate* what our conduA* and principles* 562—whether 
we be in the faith* if Jefus Chrift be in us* $67* 

Sf See Holy Ghost* 

Stephen* chofen a deacon—his faith and zeal* IV. 34;-^on* 
founded certain difputants* 343—^irraigned before the Sanhci 
drim* 344~(hone with a miraculous luA re—entered on his 
defence* 34;—incenfed the council* 347—faw heaven opened* 
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StieiJf, the fin of, IV. 258. 

T.* 

^mptM'un. See Satan and Evil Sritira. 

Tfi'^MAS, dUbelievue oor Lord’s refurreaioo> was ecATnce^ 
bx his ^uifiaruce, IV. 179 . 

V. 

VtaoiK Mart. See Mart. 

% 

Ttiaif ftrjtni, exhorted to meeknels and religion* lU. 59. 

' Z. 

J^accHivi* his converfioD* 111. 
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